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HAVE  been  lately  favour'd  with  an 
excellent  Differtation  upcn  Parties,  both 
Civil  and  Ecclejlajlicah,  especially  Thofe, 
which  have  divided  and  weaken'd  Eng- 
land for  above  a  Century  pall.  Though 
fuch  a  Difcourfe  would  be  feafonable  at 
any  Time,  yet  it  is  peculiarly  fo  at  this  Juncture,  when 
the  whole  Strength  of  minijlerial  Fewer  and  Policy  i$ 
employ'd  to  defeat  that  bappy  Coalition,  which  hath  al- 
ready gain'd  coniiderable  Ground,  and  feems  to  pro- 
.mife  us  a  Series  of  better  Times.  I  fhall  therefore 
communicate  this  valuable  Prefent  to  the  Public'*,  for 
whom  it  was  intended,  without  any  farther  Preface  ; 
and  can  make  no  Doubt  of  its  good  Reception  among  it 
Perfons  of  all  Denominations,  who  have  the  Intereft  of. 
their  Country  truely  at  Heart. 
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2         The  Craftsman,      N°  382. 
7b  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efqi 

SIR, 

TO  Corrupt  and  to  Divide  are  the  trite  and 
wicked  Expedients,  by  which  j'ome  Minijlers  in 
all  Ages  have  affected  to.  govern  ;  but  efpecially  fuchas 
have  been  leaft  capable  of  exerting  the  true  Arts  of  Go- 
vernment. There  is  however  a  Difference  to  be  made 
between  thefe  two  Expedients,  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
latter,  and  by  Confequence  between  the  Characters  of 
HhoJ'e,  who  put  them  in  Practice. 

Every  bufy,  ambitious  Child  of  Fortune,  who  hath 
Himfelf  a  corrupt  Heart,  and  becomes  Mafter  of  a  large 
Purfe,  hath  all  that  is  neceffary  to  employ  the  Expe- 
dient of  Corruption  with  Succefs.  A  Bribe,  in  the 
Hand  of  the  molt  blundering  Coxcomb,  that  ever  dis- 
graced Honour,  Wealth  and  Power,  will  prevail  as 
much  as  in  the  Hand  of  a  Man  o/Senfe,  and  go  farther 
too,  if  it  weighs  more.  An  intriguing  Chamber- Maid 
may  flip  a  Batik-Note  into  a  griping  Paw,  as  well  as  the 

xnoft  fubtle  Daemon  of  Hell.     H e  may  govern 

as  triumphantly  by  this  Expedient  as  the  great  Knight, 
his  Brother,  and  the  great  Knight  as  Burleigh  himfelf. 

But  every  Character  cannot  attempt  the  other  Expe- 
dient of  Dmdmg,  or  keeping  up  Divifions,  with  equal 
Succefs.  There  is,  indeed,  no  Occalion  for  any  ex- 
traordinary Genius  to  divide  ;  and  true  Wifdom  defpifes 
the  infamous  Task.  But  there  is  need  of  that  left-hand- 
ed Wiidom,  call'd  Cunning,  and  of  thofe  Habits  in  Bu= 
finefs,  call'd  Experience.  He,  that  is  corrupted,  co- 
operates with  Him,  that  corrupts.  He  runs  into  his 
Arms  at  the  flrrt  Beckon  ;  or,  in  order  Sometimes  to 
raife  the  Price,  He  meets  Him  but  half  Way.  On  the 
other  Hand,  to  divide,  or  to  maintain  and  renew  the 
Divifions  of  Parties  in  a  State,  a  Syftem  of  Seduclion 
and  Fraud  is  neceffary  to  be  carried  on.  The  Divided 
are  fo  far  from  being  acceffary  to_the  Guilt,  that  They 
would  not  be  divided,  if  They  were  not  firft  deceived. 
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From  thefe  Differences,  which  I  have  obferved  be- 
tween the  few  Expedients,  and  the  Characters  and 
Mean?,  proper  to  put  them  in  Practice  with  Succef?,  it 
may  be  dicover'd  perhaps  why,  upon  former  Occa- 
sions, as  I  (hall  have  Occafion  hereafter  to  fhew,  the 
Expedient  of  Dividing  proiperM  fo  much  better  than 
That  of  Corrupting  ;  and  why,  upon  fome  later  Occa- 
fions,  the  Expedient  of  Corrupting  fucceeds  fo  well  in 
thofe  Hands,  which  are  not  and,  I  trull,  will  not  be 
fo  lucky  in  maintaining,  or  renewing,  our  Party-Divi- 
fions. 

Much  hath  been  written  by  You,  Mr.  WAnvers,  by 
your  Correfpondents  and  others, who  have  drawn  their 
Pens  in  the  Caufe  of  Truth,  Virtue  and  Liberty,  againft 
the  right  reverend,  as  well  as  undignify'd,  the  noble,  as 
well  as  ignoble  Alienors  of  Corruption ;  enough  fu rely- 
to  Ihame  Thofe,  who  have  not  loft  all  Senfe  of  Shsme, 
out  of  fo  ignominious  a  Crime  ;  and  to  make  Thofe, 
who  have  not  loft  every  other  Senfe,  tremble  at  the  Con- 
fequences  of  it.  We  may  flatter  ourfelves  that  thefe  ho* 
neft  Endeavours  have  had  fome  Effect ;  and  have  Rea- 
fon  to  hope  that  far  greater  will  follow  from  thofe  il- 
luftrious  Examples  of  Repulies,  which  have  been  lately 
given  to  the  grand  Corrupter  ;  notwithftanding  his  fre- 
quent and  infolent  Declarations  that  Ke  could  (educe 
whomfoever  He  had  a  Mind  to  gain.  Thefe  Hopes  are 
farther  confirm'd  to  us  by  repeated  Declarations  of  the 
Senfe  of  Parliament,  whenever  the  Wifdom  of  the  two 
Houfes  fhall  again  think  it  proper  to  raife  new  Barriers 
of  Law  againft  this  encroaching  Vice. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  think  nothing  can  better  an- 
fwer  the  Defign  of  your  Papers,  nor  promote  the  pub- 
lick  Good  more  effectually,  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture, 
than  to  put  our  Countrymen  frequently  on  their  Guard 
againft  the  Artifice,  which  is  clumfily,  but  induftrioufly 
employ'd  to  maintain  and,  if  it  be  poflible,  to  create 
■new  Divifions  amongft  Them.  That  Day,  which  our 
Fathers  wihYd  to  fee  and  did  not  fee,  is  now  breaking 
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upon  us.  Shall  We  fufFer  this  Light  to  be  turn'd  again 
into  Party  Darknefs,  by  the  Incantations  of  Thofe,  who 
would  not  have  pafb'd  for  Conjurers,  even  in  the  Days 
of  SuperfUtion  and  Ignorance  ?  The  Nation  is  not  only 
brought  into  an  Uniformity  of  Opinion,  concerning  the 
prefent  Admrniflration,  by  the  Length  and  the  righteous 
Conduct  of  it ;  but  We  are  grown  into  an  Unanimity 
about  Principles  of  Government,  which  the  moil  fanguine 
could  fcarce  have  expected,  without  Extravagance.  Cer- 
tain AJfociaiions  of  Ideas  were  made  fo  familiar  to  us, 
about  half  a  Century  ago,  and  became  in  the  Courfe  of 
Time  fb  habitual,  that  We  mould  not  have  been  able, 
even  a  few  Years  ago,  to  break  them  ;  nor  have  been 
ealily  induced  to  believe,  on  the  Faith  of  any  Predicti- 
on, that  Experience  and  the  Evidence  of  Fails  would, 
in  a  few  Years  more,  break  them  for  us,  deftroy  all  our 
Notions  of  Party,  and  fubflkute  new  ones  in  thci»  Room. 

The  Power  and  Majefty  of  the  People,  an  original 
Contracl,  the  Authority  and  Independency  of  Parliament y 
Liberty,  Refflar.ce,  Exclufon,  Abdication,  Depofiiion  ; 
Thefe  were  ideas  afibciated,  at  that  Time,  to  the  Idea 
of  a  Whig,  and  fuppofed  by  every  Whig  to  be  incom- 
municable, and    inconfiitent  with  tire  Idea  of  a  Tory*. 

Divine,  hereditary,  indefiezable  Right,  lineal  Suc- 
cejjion,  pafftve  Obedience,  Prerogative,  Non-Refflance, 
Slavery,  nay  and  fometimes  Popery  too,  were  afibciated 
in  many  Minds  to  the  Idea  of  a  Tory,  and  deem'd  in- 
communicable, and  inconfiitent,  in  the  fame  Manner, 
with  the  Idea  of  a  Whig. 

But  now  That,  which  neither  Side  would  have  be- 
lieved, on  the  Faith  of  any  Prediction,  is  come  to 
pa  fs  ; 

— — quod  Divum  promittere  nemo 
Auderet,  volvenda  Dies  en  !  attulit  ultra. 

Thefe  Affociations  are  broken ;  thefe  diflincl  Sets  of  Ideas 
are  muffled  out  of  their  Order  ;  new  Combinations  force 

them- 


Nc  382.    The  Craftsman.  5 

themfeves  upon  us  \  and  it  would  actually  be  as  abfurd 
to  impute  to  the  Tories  the  Principles,  which  were  laid: 
to  their  Charge  formerly,  as  it  would  be  to  afcribe  to 
the  Pro]  eft  or  and  his  Fail  ion  the  Name  of  Whigs, 
whilft  They  daily  forfeit  that  Character  by  their  Acti- 
ons. The  Bulk  of  both  Parties  are  really  united  ',  united 
on  Principles  of  Liberty,  in  Oppofition  to  an  obfcure 
Remnant  of  one  Party,  who  difown  thofe  Principles, 
and  a  mercenary  Detachment  from  the  other,  who  be- 
tray them, 

How  this  Change  for  the  better  comes  to  have  been 
wrought  in  an  Age,  when  moft  Things  have  changed 
for  the  zvorfe  ;  and  fince  it  hath  been  wrought,  why 
the  old  Diflinclions  are  kept  up  in  lome  Meafure,  will  I 
think  be  accounted  for  in  treating  this  Subject  farther. 
At  prefent,  what:  mall  We  fay  to  Thofe,  who  pubhckly 
fpeak  of  this  national  Union  as  impracticable  and  chime- 
rical ;  yet  privately  ac~l  againil  it,  with  all  their  Might, 
as  a  practicable  Thing,  and  a  real  Evil  to  Them  ?  If  it 
be  as  compleat,  and  as  well  cemented,  as  I  imagine  it 
is,  and  as  every  honeft  Briton  wifhes  it  may  be  ;  nay, 
if  there  be  nothing  more  than  a  ftrong  Tendency  on  all 
Sides  towards  it,  which  no  Man  of  the  leaft  Oblervation 
and  Candour  will  deny  ;  it  is  furely  the  Duty  of  every 
one,  who  defires  the  Prosperity  of  his  Country,  to  feize 
the  Opportunity,  to  cultivate  and  improve  it.  If  Men 
are  to  be  known  by  their  Works,  the  Works  of  Thofe, 
who  oppofe  this  Union,  denote  Them  fufEciently. 
Wicked  and  unhappy  Men  !  who  feek  their  private 
Safety,  in  oppofing  fublick  Good.  Weak  and  filly  Men  ! 
who  vainly  imagine  that  They  fhali  pafs  for  the  Na- 
tion, and  the  Nation  for  a  Paction  ;  that  They  Jhallbe 
judged  in  the  Right,  and  /^  whole  Body  of  the 
People  in  the  Wrong. — T)n  whom  wpu'd  They  im- 
pofe  ?— How  long  do  They  imagine  that  fo  unequal  a 
Conteft  can  laft  ? 

There  is  no  Complaint,  which  hath  been  more  con- 
flantly  in  the  Mouths,  no  Grief  hath  lain  more  heavily 
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at  the  Hearts  of  all  good  Men,  than  Thofe  about  our 
national  Divifions  ;  about  the  Spirit  of  Party,  which  in- 
fpires  Animolity  and  breeds  Rancour ;  which  hath  lb 
often  deftroy'd  our  inward  Peace,  weakened  our  national 
Strength,  and  fully'd  our  Glory  abroad.  It  is  Time 
therefore  that  All,  who  defire  to  be  efteem'd  good  Men, 
and  to  procure  the  Peace,  the  Strength  and  the  Glory 
of  their  Country  by  the  only  Means,  by  which  they 
can  be  procured  eiTeclually,  mould  join  their  Efforts 
to  heal  our  national  Divijions*  and  to  change  the  nar- 
row Spirit  of  Party  into  a  diffufive  Spirit  of '  pub  lick 
Benevolence. 

That  We  may  be  more  encouraged  to  do  fo,  it  will 
be  of  Ufe  perhaps  to  confider,  in  fome  Particulars,  what 
Advances  are  already  made  towards  that  national  Union, 
without  which  no  national  Good  can  be  expedled,  in 
fuch  Circumftances  as  ours. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  prefent  Temper  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England  towards  the  DiJJenters. 
Thofe  Laws,  by  which  the  latter  were  debarr'd  from 
ferving  God  after  their  own  way,  have  not  been  thefe 
many  Years  a  Terror  to  Them.  Thofe,  which  were 
defign'd  to  hinder  the  Propagation  of  their  Principles, 
and  Thofe,  which  ihut  the  Door  of  all  publick  Prefer- 
ment, even  to  fuch  amongil  Them  as  conform' d occajion- 
ally,  are  repeal'd.  Far  from  defiring  to  impofe  any  new 
Hardfhips  upon  Them,  even  <TboJe,  who  have  been  re- 
puted their  Enemies,  and  who  have  a&ed  as  fuch  on  Se- 
veral Occafions,  acknowledge  their  Error.  Experience 
hath  removed  Prejudice.  They  fee  that  Indulgence  hath 
done  what  Severity  never  could  ;  and  from  the  Frank- 
nefs  of  Thefe,  if  I  was  a  DiJJenter,  I  mould  fooner  en- 
tertain Hopes  of  future  Favour  than  from  the  double 
Dealing  of  Thofe,  who  lean  on  the  Dijfenters,  when 
They  are  out  of  Power,  and  who  efteem  Them  a  Load 
upon  Them,  when  They  are  in  it.  We  are  now  in  the 
true  and  only  Road,  which  can  poffibly  lead  to  a  per- 
fect Reconciliation  among  Pro teftams  \  to  the  Abolition 

ef 
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of  all  their  Differences,  or  to  Terms  of  Difference  fb 
little  effential,  as  to  deferve  none  of  Diftinclion.    Thefe 
happy  Ends  muft  be  obtain'd  by natural  goodwill.  They 
never  can  be  obtain'd  by  Force.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
Force,  which  is  the  Effect  of  a  Majority  and  fuperior 
Power,  may  fupport  a  Rivalfhip,  and  ered  even  Coun- 
ter-Eft ablijhments.     But  then,  by  the  fame  Means,  our 
antient  Difputes  will  be  revived ;    the  Church  will  be 
thought  really  in  .Danger  ;  and  religious  Feuds,  which 
have  been  fo  long  and  fo  beneficially  kept  down,  will 
once  more  difturb  the  Peace  of  the  State.    It  is  a  certain 
Truth,  that  our  religious  and  civil  Contefts  have  mu- 
tually, and  almoft  alternately,  raifed  and  fomented  each 
other.     Churchmen  and  Diffenters  have  fometimes  dif- 
fered, and  fometimes  thought^  or  been  made  to  think, 
that  They  differ 'd,  at  leaft,  as  much  about  civil  as  re- 
ligious Matters.     There   can   be  therefore  no  Way  fo 
effectual  to  compofe  their  Differences  on  the  latter,  as 
to  improve  the  growing  Union  between  Them  on  the 
firmer.     Idem  f entire  de  Republic  a,  to  think  alike  about 
political  Affairs,  hath  been  efteem'd  neceffary  to  cbnfti- 
tute  and  maintain  private  Ftiendjhips.     It  is  obvioufly 
more  effential  in  publick  Friend/hips.   Bodies  of  Men  in 
the  fame  Society  can  never  unite,  unlefs  They  unite  on 
this  Principle  ;    and  if  They  once  unite  on  this  Princi- 
ple, They  will  unite  on  all  others  ;  or  They  will  readily 
and  chearfully  make  one  another  eafy  about  them.— 
Let  me  fpeak  plainly.  It  becomes  a  Man  to  do  fo,  who 
means  honeftly. — In  our  political  Divifions  of  Whig  and 
Tory,  the  Diffenters  have  adhered  to   the  former,  and 
They   want  no  Apology  for  doing  fo.     They  join'd 
Themfelves  to  Thofe,  with  whom  They  agreed  j  and 
flood  in  Oppofition  to  Thofe,    with  whom  They  dif- 
fer'd  in  Principles  of  Government.     There  could  be  no 
Objection  brought  againft  Them,    on   this  Account. 
They  certainly  did   not  follow  Power.     They  did  not 
a-cl;  like  a  Seel,  or  a  Faction,  who  had  and  purfued  an 
Intereit,  difiincl  from  the  Intereft  of  the  whole.    Their 
Non- Conformity  had  nothing  to  do  here.     They  concur- 
red 
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red  with  Conformifts  ;  and  if  They  had  been  Confor- 
mifis  themfelves,  as  They  were  Dijfenters,  They  would 
have  a&ed  in  the  fame  Manner.  But  if  this  Divijlon 
of  Parties,  on  the  fame  Principles,  fubfifts  no  longer ; 
if  there  be  in  Truth  neither  a  Tory,  nor  a  Whig,  as  I 
have  faid  above,  but  a  Court  and  a  Country  Party  in  Be- 
ing j  if  the  political  Principles,  which  the  Dijfenters 
have  formerly  avow'd,  are  manifeilly~puriued  on  one 
Side  ;  and  Thofe,  which  They  have  oppofed,  or  others 
equivalent  to  them  in  their  Effedls,  are  purfued  on  the 
other ;  can  the  Dijfenters  hefitate  about  the  Option 
They  are  to  make  ?  I  am  perfuaded  They  cannot.  I 
know  that  feveral  amongft  Them  do  not.  -What 
might  be,  and  certainly  would  be  faid,  if  They  made 
their  Option  to  ftand  by  the  Minifter,  I  will  not  fo 
much  as  fuggeft.  What  muft  be  the  Confequence  of 
their  ftanding  by  the  Nation,  in  Oppofition  to  Him,  (for 
between  tbeje  two  Powers  the  prefent  Conteft  lies)  it  is 
eafy  to  tell,  and  impoffible  to  deny.  They  will  prove, 
in  this  Cafe,  to  the  whole  Woold,  that  the  Spirit  of  Li- 
berty animates,  and  Confcienc ^  alone  determines  their 
Ccnducl.  They,  who  could  never  brook  a  Regal, 
will  have  the  Merit  of  faving  their  Country  from  the 
Danger  of  a  minifterial  Tyranny ;  and  their  Country 
will  owe  Them  all  the  Acknowledgments,  which  are 
due  from  good  and  grateful  Citizens  of  the  fame  Com- 
monwealth, 

As  to  the  other  great  and  national  Divifion  oiWkig 
and  Tory  ;  He,  who  recollects  what  hath  pafs'd  in 
Parliament,  and  obferves  what  pafles  out  of  it,  can  dif- 
fer very  little  in  his  Opinion  from  what  hath  been  faid 
concerning  it.  The  principal  Articles  of  your  civil  Faith, 
publifh'd  forr.e  Time  ago,  (or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
the  civil  Faith  of  the  old  Whigs)  are  affented  and  con- 
fen  ted  to  by  the  Country  Party  ;  and  I  fay,  upon  good 
Authority,  that,  if  this  Creed  was  made  a  Tell  of  poli- 
tical Orthodoxy,  there  would  appear  at  this  Time  but 
very  few  Hereticks  amongft  us.    How  different  the 
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Cafe  is,  on  the  other  Side,  will  appear  not  only  from 
the  Actions,  but  from  the  Principles  of  the  -Court  Party, 
as  We  find  them  avow'd  in  their  Writings ;  Principles 
more  dangerous  to  Liberty,  though  not  fo  directly,  nor 
{q  openly  levell'd  againft  it,  than  even  any  of  Thofe, 
bad  as  they  were,  which  fome  of  tbefe  Men  value.. 
Themfelves  for  having  formerly  oppofed. 

In  ihort,  the  Revolution  is  look'd  upon  by  all  Sides 
as  a  new  JEra  ;  but  the  Settlement  then  made  is  look'd 
upon  by  the  whole  Country  Party  as  a  new  Magna 
Charta,  from  whence  new  Interefts,  nezv  Princples  of 
Government,  nezv  Meafures  ofSubmiJJion,  and  nezv  Obli- 
gations arife  ;  from  whence  We  muft  date  both  King 
and  People.  His  Majefly  derives  his  Title  from  Afts, 
made  in  Confequence  of  it.  We  likewife  derive,  not  our 
Privileges,  (for  they  were  always  ours)  but  a  more  full 
and  explicit  Declaration,  and  a  more  foiemn  Eilabliih- 
ment  of  them  from  the  fame  Period.  On  this  Founda- 
tion all  the  reafonable,  i?idepe?ident  Whigs  and  Tories 
unite.  They  could  unite  on  This  alone ;  for  the  Whigs 
have  always  profefs'd  the  Principles,  which  paved  the 
Way  for  the  Revolution  ;  and  whatever  the  Tories  may 
have  profefs'd,  They  acted  upon  the  fame  Principles,  or 
They  acted  upon  none,  which  would  be  too  abfurd  to 
affert,  when  They  brought  about  that  great  Event,  in 
Concert  with  the  reft  of  the  Nation,  as  I  mail  fome 
Time  or  oiher  prove. 

To  this  Magna  Charta  and  thefe  Principles  let  us  ad^ 
here  inviolably,  in  Oppofition  to  the  tws  Extremes  men- 
tion'd  by  Me  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Paper,  viz.  to 
Thoje,  who  difown  them,    and    to  Thofe,    who  betray 

them. Let  neither  the  polemical  Skill  of  Lefy,  nor 

the  antique  Erudition  of  Bedford  perfuade  us  to  put  on 

again  thofe  old  Shackles  of  falfe  Lazv,  falfe  Reafon,  and 

falfe  Gofpel,    which  were  forged  before  the  Revolution, 

and  broken  to  Pieces  by  it. As  little  let  us  fuffer  the 

arch  Slynefs  of  G — on,  the  dogmatical  Drynefs  o£H—~e, 
er  the  louring  Proftitution  of  Sk — i,  to  flip  new  Shackles, 

upoa 
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upon  us,  which  are  inconfiltent  with  the  conftituent 
Principles  of  our  Eftablimment. — Let  us  maintain  and 
improve  the  national  Union  To  happily  begun,  and  blefs 
God  for  difpofmg  the  Temper  of  the  Nation  almoft 

univerfally  to  it. Such  a  Coalition  hath   been  long 

wanted  in  this  Kingdom,  and  never  more  than  at  this 
important  Criiis ;  for  on  This  it  will  depend  whether 
They,  who  not  only  oppofe  the  Progrefs  of  that  growing 
Corruption,  which  had  well  nigh  overfpread  the  Land, 
but  endeavour  to  extirpate  it  by  the  Roots,  ihall  prevail  j 
or  They,  who  nourifh  and  propagate  it ;  who  eat  Them-. 
felves,    and  tempt  others  to  eat  the  baneful  Fruit  it 

bears On  This  it  will  depend  whether  They  lhall 

prevail,  who  conftantly  infift  againft  the  Continuance 
of  a  fia?iding  Army,- in  Time  cf  Peace,  agreeably  to  the 
Principles  of  our  Constitution  j  or  They,  who  plead  for 
;t,  and  endeavour  to  make  it  a  necefTary  Part  of  that 
Conjiitution,  though  incompatible  with  publick  Liberty. 
—On  This  it  will  depend  whether  They  mall  prevail, 
who  endeavour  to  conceal  the  Frauds,  which  are  prac- 
tifed,  and  to  fcreen  the  Fraudulent,  at  the  Rifque  of 
ruining  Credit,  and  defcroying  Trade,  as  well  as  to  mo- 
nopolize in  the  Hands  of  a  Few  the  whole  Wealth  of 
the  Nation ;  or  They,-  who  do  their  utmoft  to  bring  the 
former  to  Light,  and  the  latter  to  Punilhment  at  a 
Time,  when  glaring  Fraud,  or  very  ftrong  Symptoms 
of  Frauds,  appear  in  fo  many  Parts  of  publick  Manage- 
ment,   from  fome  of  the  greateft  Companies  down  to 

the  Turnpike  at  Hyde-Park  Corner.- On  This  it  will 

depend  whether  They  lhall  prevail,  who  defire  that 
Great  Britain  mould  maintain  fuch  a  Dignity  and  pru- 
dent Referve,  in  the  Broils  of  Europe,  as  become  her 
Situation,  fait  herlntereft,  and  alone  can  enable  Her  to 
call  the  Ballance ;  or  They,  who  are  eager,  on  every 
Occafion,  to  profHtute  her  Dignity,  to  pawn  her  Purfe, 
and  to  lacrifice  her  Commerce,  by  intangling  Her  not 
only  too  much  with  the  other  great  Powers  of  Europe, 
from  whom  She  may  fometimes  want  reciprocal  En- 
-    .  •'  gagements ; 
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gagements;    but  even   with   tbofe  diminutive  Powers, 
from  whom  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  expect  any. 

I  Ihall  lend  you  fome  farther  Thoughts  on  this  Sub- 
lee!  next  Week,  and  am,  SIR,  Tours,  &c. 

O. 
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To    Caleb     D'Amvers,   -Efqi 
S  IR, 

;HILST  I  was  writing  my  laft  Letter 
to  You,  it  came  into  my  Thoughts  that 
nothing  would  illuftrate  the  Subject  bet- 
ter, nor  enforce  more  ftrongly  the  Ex- 
hortation to  an  JJtiion  of  Parties,  in 
Support  of  that  Conflitution,  on  the 
Terms  of  which?  alone  all  Right  to  govern  us,  and  all 
our  Obligation  to  obey  is  now  founded,  than  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  our  late  Parties ;  or  a 
fhort  Hiftory  of  Torifm  and  Wbiggifm  from  their  Cra- 
dle to  their  Grave,  with  an  introductory  Account  of 
their  Genealogy  and  Defcent. 

Your  Papers  have  been  from  the  firfl  coniecrated  to 
the  Information  of  the  People  of  Britain  ;  and  I  think 
they  may  boaft  very  juftly  a  Merit  lingular  enough  ; 
That  of  never  fpeaking  to  the  Paffions,  without  appeal- 
ing to  the  Reafon  of  Mankind.  It  is  fit  they  mould 
keep  up  this  Character,  in  the  lt.ri6r.eft  Manner,  whilix 
they  are  employ 'd  on  the  moft  important  Subject,  and 
publiuYd  at  the  moft  important  Crifis.  I  mail  there- 
fore execute  my  Delign  with  Sincerity  and  Impartia- 
lity. I  mall  certainly  not  flatter  ,  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  offend.  Reafonable  Men  and  Lovers  of  Truth,  in 
whatever  Party  They  have  been  engaged,  will  not  be 

offended 
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offended  at  Writings,  which  claim  no  Regard  but  on 
this  Account,  that  they  are  founded  in  Reafon  and 
Truth,  and  fpeak  with  Boldnefs  what  Reafon  and 
Truth  confpire  to  dictate.  As  for  the  Drummers  and 
Trumpeters  of  Faclion,  who  are  hired  to  drown  the 
Voice  of  both  in  one  perpetual  Din  of  Clamour,  and 
would  endeavour  to  drown,  in  the  fame  Manner,  even 
the  dying  Groans  of  their  Country,  if  She  was  already 
brought  into  that  extreme  Condition  ;  They  fhall  not 
provoke  Me  to  break  a  moll  contemptuous  Silence. 
The  Subject  is  too  folemn.  They  may  prophane  it, 
by  writing  on  it.  Far  be  it  from  Me  to  become  guilty 
of  the  fame  Crime,  by  anfwering  Them. 

If  the  Enquiry  I  am  going  to  make  into  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  our  late  Parties  ihould  produce  in  any 
Degree  the  Good,  which  I  intend,  it  will  help  to 
confirm  and  improve  the  national  XJ?iion  fo  happily 
begun,  by  taking  off  fome  Remains  of  Shynefs,  Di- 
flruft  and  Prejudice,  which  may  itill  hang  about  Men, 
who  think  alike,  and  who  prefs  on,  from  different 
Quarters,  to  the  fame  common  Point  of  View.  It 
will  help  to  unmask  more  effectually  the  wicked  Con- 
duel:  of  Thole,  who  labour  with  all  the  Skill  and,  which 
is  much  more  confiderable,  with  all  the  Authority 
They  poffefs,  to  keep  up  the  Divijion  of  Parties ;  that 
each  of  Thefe  may  continue  to  be,  in  its  Turn,  what 
all  of  them  have  been  too  often  and  too  long,  the 
Initruments  and  the  Victims  of  private  Ambition.  It 
will  do  fomething  more.  A  few  Reflections  on  the 
Rife  and  Progrefs  of  our  Diftemper,  and  the  Rife  and 
Progrefs  of  our  Cure,  will  help  us  of  Courfe  to  make  a 
true  Judgment  on  our  prefent  State,  and  will  point 
out  to  us,  better  perhaps  than  any  other  Method,  the 
fpecifck  Remedies  ftill  neceffary  to  preferve  our  Con- 

ftitution  in   Health  and  Vigour. Having  premifed 

This,  I  come  to  the  Point. 

Queen  Elizabeth  defign'd,  and  the  Nation  calPd  King 
Janus  to  the  Throne,  though  the  whole  Scotijb  Line 

had 
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had  been  excluded  by  the  Will  of  Henry  the  8th,  made 
indeed  under  the  Authority  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament, 
and  yet  little  regarded  either  by  the  Parliament,  or 
the  People.  As  foon  as  He  was  on  the  Throne,  a  flat- 
tering Aft  of  Recognition  pafs'd  ;  for  though  all  Princes 
are  flattered  on  their  nrft  Acceflion,  yet  thofe  Princes 
are  fure  to  be  flatter'd  molt,  who  deferve  Panegyrick 
leaft.  In  this  Aft  the  Parliament  acknowledged,  on  the 
Knees  oftbeir  Hearts,  ( fuch  was  the  Cant  of  the  Age, ) 
the  indubitable  Right,  by  which  They  declared  that 
the  Crown  defcended  to  Him  immediately,  on  the  De- 
ceafe  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Of  this  Aft  and  of  the 
Ufe,  which  fome  Men,  very  weakly  I  think,  endea- 
vour'd  to  make  of  it,  1  ihall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak 
hereafter.  I  would  only  obferve  here  that  This  is  the 
Mm  of  hereditary  Right,  and  of  all  thofe  exalted  No- 
tions, concerning  the  Power  and  Prerogative  of  Kings, 
and  the  Sacrednefs  of  their  Perfons.  All  together  they 
compofed  fuch  a  Syftem  of  Abfurdity,  as  had  never 
been  heard  of  in  this  Country,  till  that  anointed  Pedant 
broach'd  them.  They  have  been  fpoken  of  pretty- 
much  at  large  in  your  Papers ;  particularly  in  fome  of 
Thofe,  publifh'd  under  the  Name  of  Qldcajlle.  To 
them  I  refer. 

To  affert  that  the  extravagant  Principles  of  Ecclefi- 
siftical  and  Civil  Government,  which  began  to  be  pro- 
pagated in  this  Reign,  and  were  carried  ftill  higher  in 
the  next,  gave  Occafion  to  Thofe  of  another  Kind,  or 
of  another  Extreme,  which  were  taught  with  Succefs, 
and  gain'd  by  Degrees  great  Vogue  in  the  Nation, 
would  be  too  much.  Opinions  very  different  from 
Thofe,  which  received  the  Sanation  of  a  legal  Efta- 
blijbment  in  Church  and  State,  had  crept  about  ob- 
fcurely,  if  not  filently,  even  whilil  the  Government  of 
Elizabeth  kited.  But  This  I  fay  ;  that  the  Principles, 
by  which  King  fames  and  King  Charles  the  ill  go- 
verned, and  the  ExceiTes  of  Hierarchical 'and  Monarch:- 
sal  Power,  exerched    in  Confequence   of  them,    gave 

Vol.  XII.  B  great 
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great  Advantage  to  the  oppofite  Opinions,  and  intirely 
occafion'd  the  Miferies,  which  followed.  Phrenzy  pro- 
voked Phrenzy,  and  two  Species  of  Madnefs  infected 
the  whole  Mafs  of  the  People.  It  hath  coft  us  a  Cen- 
tury to  lofe  our  Wit?,  and  to  recover  them  again. 

If  our  Grievances  under  K.  Charles  the  ill.  had  been 
redrefs'd  by  a  fober,  regular,  Parliamentary  Reformation 
of  the  State  ;  or  if,  the  civil  War  happening,  a  new  Go- 
vernment had  been  eftablifh'd  on  Principles  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  not  of  Faclion,  of  Liberty,  not  of  Licenti- 
oufnefs,  as  there  was  on  the  Abdication  of  King  James 
the  2d  ;  We  may  conclude  both  from  Reafon  and  Ex- 
perience, that  the  abfurd  and  flavifh  Doclrines  I  have 
mentioned  would  have  been  exploded  early.  They 
would  have  been  buried  in  the  recent  Grave  of  Him, 
who  firft  deviled  them  ;  and  the  Memory  of  Him  and  ■ 
of  Them  would  have  flunk  together  in  the  Nofirils  of 
Mankind.  But  the  contrary  fell  out.  The  State  was 
fubverted,  inftead  of  being  reform'd ;  and  all  the  Fury 
of  Faclion  and  Enthufiafm  was  employ'd  to  deftroy 
the  Conftitution  to  the  very  Foundations.  A  natural 
Con  fequence  folio  w'd.  If  the  Principles  of  King  James 
and  King  Charley's  Reigns  had  been  difgraced  by  bet- 
ter, they  would  not  have  rifen  again ;  .  but  they  were 
only  kept  down  for  a  Time  by-  worfe ;  and  therefore 
they  rofe  again  at  the  Reparation,  and  revived  with 
the  Monarchy.  Thus  that  epidemical  Taint,  with 
which  King  James  infe&ed  the  Minds  of  Men,  con- 
tinued upon  us  ;  and  it  is  fcarce  hyperbolical  to  fay, 
that  this  Pri?iee  hath  been  the  original  Caufe  of  a  Se- 
ries of  Misfortunes  to  this  Nation,  as  deplorable  as  a 
lairing  Infection  of  our  Air,  of  our  Water,  or  our  Earth, 
would  have  been.  The  Spirit  of  his  Reign  was  main- 
tain'd  in  That  of  his  Son,  (  for  how  could  it  well  be 
©therwiie,  when  the  fame  Mimfiers  were  continued  in 
Power  ? )  and  the  Events  of  both  produced  the  civil 
War.  The  civil  War  ended  in  the  Death  of  the  King, 
=«nd  the  Exile  of  his  Family.    The  Exile  of  thefe  Prin-  . 

,'ces 
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ces  reconciled  Them  to  the  Religion  of  Rome,  and  to 
the  Politicks  of  foreign  Nations,  in  flich  Degrees  as 
their  different  Characters  admitted.  Charles  ilpp'd  a 
little  of  the  poiionous  Draught,  but  enough  however 
to  infect  his  whole  Conduct.     As  for  James, 

_ Ille  impiger  haufit 

Spuma?ztem  Pater  am. 
He  drank  the  Chalice  off  to  the  loweft  and  fouleft 
Dregs. 

v  That  Principles,  as  abfurd  as  Thefe  in  their  Nature, 
and  as  terrible  in  their  Confequences,  filch  as  would 
mock  the  common  Senfe  of  a  Samojede,  or  an  Hotten- 
tot, and  had  jult  before  deluged  the  Nation  in  Blood, 
mould  come  into  Vogue  again  at  the  Refioration,  will 
not  appear  ftrange  to  Thole,  who  carry  Themferves 
back  as  it  were  to  that  Point  of  Time.  The  Wounds 
of  the  civil  War  were  bleeding ;  and '  the  Resentments 
of  the  Cavaliers,  who  came  into  Power  at  Court  and 
in  Parliament,  were  at  their  Height.  No  Wonder  then 
iffewMenhad,  in  fuch  a  Ferment  as  This,  Penetra- 
tion enough  to  difcern,  or  Candour  enough  to  acknow- 
ledge, or  Courage  enough  to  maintain,  that  the  Prin- 
ciples We  ipeak  of  were  truly  and  primarily  the  CaaSj 
of  all  their  Misfortunes.  The  Events,  which  proved 
them  fo,  were  recent ;  but  for  that  very  Reafon,  be- 
caufe  they  were  recent,  it  was  natural  for  Men,  in  fuch 
a  Circumllance  as  This,  to  make  wrong  Judgments 
about  them.  It  was  natural  for  the  Royal  Party  to  af- 
cribe  all  their  and  their  Country's  Misfortunes,  without 
any  due  Diitin&ion,  to  the  Principles,  on  which  King 
Charles  and  even  King  James  had  been  oppofed  ;  and 
to  grow  more  zealous  for  Thofe,  on  which  the  Go- 
vernments of  thefe  two  Princes  had  been  defended,  and 
for  which  They  had  ftifrer'd.  Add  to  This  the  na- 
tional Tranfport,  on  fo  great  a  Revolution  ;  the  Excels 
of  Joy,  which  many  felt  and  many  feign'd ;  the  A- 
dulation  employ  M  by  many  to  acquire  new  Merit, 
and  by  many  to  atone  for  part  Demerit  j  and  you  will 

B  2  find 
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find  Reafon  to  be  furprized,  not  that  the  fame  Principles 
of  Government,  as  had  threaten'd  our  Liberties  once, 
and  muft  by  neceffary  Confequence  do  fo  again,  were 
cftablifh'd ;  but  that  our  Liberties  were  not  immedi- 
ately and  at  once  given  up.  That  they  were  faved  We 
owe,  not  to  Parliament,  no  not  to  the  Convention  Par- 
Hatrtent,  who  brought  the  King  home ;  but  to  thofe 
great  and  good  Men,  Clarendon  and  Southampton.  Far 
from  taking  Advantage  of  the  Heat  and  Fervour  of  the 
Times,  to  manage  Parliaments  into  fcandalous  Jobs, 
and  fatal  Compliances  with  the  Crown ;  to  their  im- 
mortal Honour,  (with  Gratitude  and  Reverence  to 
their  Memories  be  it  fpoken )  They  broke  the  Army, 
Hinted  the  Revenue;  and  threw  their  Mailer  on  the  Af- 
f eft  ions  of  bis  People. —  But  I  return. 

Eeiides  iheie  Reafon s,  drawn  from  the  Paffions  of  Men, 
others  of  a  more  fober  Kind  may  be  given,  to  account 
for  the  making  a  Settlement  at  the  Peroration  upon 
Principles  too  near  a-kin  to  Thofe,  which  had  pre- 
vail'd  before  the  War,  and  which  had  in  Truth  cau- 
fed  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  although  the  Non-Conformijls 
were  ftunn'd  by  the  Blow  They  had  jtift  received ; 
and  though  their  Violence  was  reflrain'd  by  the  Force 
of  the  prefent  Conjuncture;  yet  They  ilill  exifted. 
Symptoms  of  This  appear'd,  even  whilft  the  Govern- 
ment was  fettling,  and  continued  to  appear  long  after 
it  was  fettled.  Now  every  Symptom  of  this  Kind 
xenew'd  the  Dread  of  relapfing  into  thofe  Miferies, 
from  which  the  Nation  had  fo  lately  recover'd  itfelf ; 
and  this  Dread  had  the  natural  EfrecT:  of  all  extreme 
Fears.  It  hurried  Men  into  every  Principle,  as  well  as 
Meafure,  which  feem'd  the  molt,  oppofite  to  Thofe  of 
the  Perfons  feared,  and  the  molt  likely,  though  at  any 
other  Rifqiie,  to  defeat  their  Defigns,  and  to  obviate 
the  prefent  Danger,  real  or  imaginary.  May  We  not 
fairly  conje&ure,  for  it  is  but  Conjecture,  fomething 
more  ?  In  fuch  a  Temper  of  Mind,  and  fuch  a  Situ- 
ation of  Circumftances,  might  not  even  Thofe,  who 
few  how  groundlefs  and   dangerous  fuch    extravagant 

No  lions 
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Notions  about  the  Right,  Power  and  Prerogative  of 
Ki?v?s  were,  imagine  however  that  it  was  a  Part  of 
Prudence  to  give  Way  to  them,  and  to  countenance 
them,  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture  ;  to  naffer  the  Opi- 
nions of  the  Nation  to  be  bent  too  far  on  one  Side,  as 
they  had  been  bent  too  far  on  the  other ;  not  that 
they  might  remain  crooked,  but  that  they  might  be- 
come ftrait  ?. 

The  fame  Spirit  and  much  the  fame  Reafons  as  de- 
termined our  Settlement,  at  the  Reparation,  upon  fuch 
high  Principles  of  Monarchy,  prevaiPd  relatively  to  our 
religious  Differences,  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Church. 
— I  fhall  fpeak  of  it  with  that  Freedom,  which  a  Man 
may  take,  who  is  confcious  that  He  means  nothing  but 
the  publick  Good,  hath  no  Bye-Ends,  nor  is  under  the 
Influence  of  ferving  any  particular  Caufe. 

I  fay  then  very  frankly  that  the  Church  and  the  King 
having  been  join'd  in  all  the  late  Contefts,  both  by 
Thofe,  who  attack'd  them,  and  Thofe,  who  defended 
them,  Eccleftaftical  Interefts,  Refentments  and  Animofi- 
ties  came  in  to  the  Aid  of  fa?cular,  in  making  the  new 
Settlement.  Great  Lenity  was  fhewn  at  the  Restora- 
tion, in  looking  backwards  ;  unexampled  and  unimita- 
ted  Mercy  to  particular  Men,  which  deferved  no  doubt 
much  Applaufe.  This  Conduct  would  have  gone  far 
towards  reibring  the  Nation  to  its  primitive  Temper, 
and  Integrity,  to  its  "old  good  Manners,  its  old  good  Hu- 
mour, and  its  old  good  Nature  (ExprefTions  of  my  Lord 
Chancellor  Clarendon,  which  I  could  never  read  with- 
out being  moved  and  foften'd)  if  great  Severity  had  not 
been  exercifed  immediately  after,  in  looking  forwards, 
and  great  Rigour  ufed  to  large  Bodies  of  Men,  which 
certainly  defer ves  Cenfure,  as  neither  juft,  nor  politick. 
I  fay,  not  juft  ;  becaufe  there  is  after  all  a  real  and 
wide  Difference  between  moral 'and  Party  Juft  ice.  The 
ore  is  founded  in  Realbn.  The  other  takes  its  Colour 
from  the  PaiTions  of  Men,  and  is  but  another  Name  for 
Injufiice.  Moral  Juflice  carries  Puniihment  as  far  as 
B  3  Reparation 
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Reparation,  and  neceflkry  Terror  require ;  no  far- 
ther. Party  Juflice  carries  it  to  the  full  Extent  of 
our  Power,  and  even  to  the  gorging  and  fating  of 
"our  Revenge.  From  whence  it  follows  that  Injuftice 
and  Violence,  once  begun,  mufl  become  perpetual  in 
the  fuccemve  Revolutions  of  parties,  as  long  as  tbefe 
Parties  exift. 1  fay,  not  politick  ;  becaufe  it  con- 
tradicted the  other  Meafures,  taken  for  quieting  the 
Minds  of  Men.  It  alarm'd  all  the  Setts  anew  ;  con- 
firm'd  the  Implacability  and  whetted  the  Rancour  of 
Some  ;  difappointed  and  damp'd  a  Spirit  of  Reconcilia- 
tion in  Others ;  united  Them  in  a  common  Hatred  to 
the  Church,  and  roufed  in  the  Church  a  Spirit  of  Into- 
lerance and  Perfecution.  This  Meafure  was  the  more 
imprudent,  becaufe  the  Opportunity  feem'd  fair  to  take 
Advantage  of  the  Refentments  of  the  Presbyterians  a- 
gainf!  the  Other  Sectaries,  and  to  draw  Them,  without 
perfecting  the  others,  by  the  Cords  of  Love  into  the 
Pale  of  the  Church,  inftead  of  driving  Them  back  by 
fevere  Ufage  into  their  antient  Confederacies.  But  when 
Refentments  of  the  Sort  We  now  mention  were  let 
loofe,  to  aggravate  Thofe  of  the  other  Sort,  there  was 
no  Room  to  be  furprized  at  the  Violences,  which  fol- 
low'd  ;  and  They,  who  had  adled  greater,  could  not 
complain  of  Theie,  great  as  they  were,  with  any  eood 
L?race. 

If  we  may  believe  *  One,  who  certainly  was  not 
partial  againft  tbefe  Seels,  both  Presbyterians  and  Inde- 
pendents had  carried  the  Principle  of  Rigour,  in  the 
Point  of  Conference,  much  higher,  and  aeled  more  impla- 
cably upon  it,  than  ever  the  Church  of  England  hath 
done  in  its  angriefl  Fits.  The  fecuring  Themleves  there- 
fore againft  fhofe,  who  had  ruin'd  Them  and  the  Con^ 
ftitution  once  already,  was  a  plaufible  Reafon  for  the 
Cburch-Pariy  to  give,  and  I  doubt  not  the  true  and 
&fe 

*  Dr.  Burnet,  afterward  Bifhcp  of  Salisbury,  in  one 
fif  his  Tracls. 
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fole  Motive  of  many  for  exercifmg,  and  perfifting  in  the 
Exercife  of  great  Severity.  General,  prudential  Argu- 
ments might,  and  there  is  Reafon  to  believe  they  did, 
weigh  with  particular  Men  ;  but  they  could  have  little 
Force,  at  fuch  a  Time,  on  Numbers.  As  little  could 
ibme  other  Confiderations  have  then,  whatever  they 
have  now.  The  Promifes  at  Breda,  for  Inftance,  and 
the  Terms  of  the  Declaration  fent  from  thence,  could 
not  be  urged  with  Force  to  a  Parliament,  who  had  no 
Mind,  and  was  ftridtly  under  no  Obligation,  to  make 
good  fuch  Promifes  as  the  King  had  made,  beyond  his 
Power  of  prom ifing,  if  taken  abfolutely  ;  and,  if  taken 
'conditionally,  He  was  difcharged,  on  the  Refufal  of 
Parliament  to  confirm  them.  —  Thus  again,  the  Merit- 
pleaded  by  the  Presbyterians,  on  Account  of  the  Share 
They  had  in  the  Rejloration,  which  was  very  real  and 
very  coniiderable,  could  avail  however  but  little.  That 
They  went  along  with  the  national  Torrent,  in  reftor- 
ing  the  Conftitution  of  Church  and  State,  could  not  be 
denied.  But  then  it  was  remember'd  too  that  thefe 
Fruits  of  Repentance  came  late ;  not  till  They  had 
been  long  opprefs'd  by  another  Seel,  who  turn'd  upon 
Them,  wrefted  the  Power  out  of  their  Hands,  and 
made  Them  feel,  what  They  had  made  others  kel,  the 
Tyranny  of  a  Party. 

Such  Reafons  and  Motives  as  I  have  mention'd  pre- 
vail'd ;  and  worfe  than  Thefe  would  have  been  fuf- 
iicient,  when  the  Paffions  of  Men  ran  fo  high,  to  lay 
the  DiJ/enters,  without  any  Diftinclion,  under  extreme 
Hardihips.  They  feem'd  to  be  the  principal  Object  of 
the  Fears  and  Jealoufies  of  Parliament.  AddrefTes  were 
continually  made,  and  the  Edge  of  the  Law  continually 
whetted  againit  Them,  from  1660  to  1669,  when  the 
Law  for  JiipprcJJing  Conventicles,  and  the  laft  of  thefe 
penal  Statutes  pafs'd,  as  I  remember.  Experience  will 
juftify  Me  for  laying  that  this  long  and  extreme  Rigour 
was  URwife,  as  well  as  unjtift.  It  appears,  indeed,  from 
the  Memorials  of  thole  Times  that  eTbeyi  who  fuffer'd, 

had 
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had  given  abundant  Provocation,  tho'  not  fufficient  Ex- 
cufe,  to  the  Rigour,  under  which  They  fuffer'd.  Some 
former  Hardfhips,  which  the  Difjenters  had  endured 
from  the  Church,  made  Them  more  violent  againft  it, 
when  They  got  PolTerhon  of  an  ufurp'd  Power.  Juit 
fo  the  Violence,  which  They  exercifed  at  that  Time, 
Simulated  the  Severity  They  felt  in  their  Turn,  when 
the  legal  Conftitution  of  the  Church  was  reftoredr  Not-- 
withftanding  all  which,  I  incline,  upon  very  good 
Reafons,  to  think  that  this  Severity  was  not  in  the  firft 
Deiign  of  the  Minifters ;  nor  would  have  been  fhewh, 
if  another  fatal  Influence  had  not  prevail'd.  The  In- 
fluence I  mean  is  That  of  Popery.  It  prevailed  from 
the  firft  Moments  to  the  laft  of  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  2d.  The  beft  Minifters  were  frequently 
driven  off  their  Byafs  by  it.  The  worfi  had  a  fure 
Hold  on  their  Mailer,  by  complying  with  it.  On  the 
Occafion  now  mention'd,  this  Influence  and  the  Artifice 
of  the  Popi/b  Faclion  worked  very  fatally  on  the  Pafiions 
of  Parties,  and  the  private  Interefts  of  Individuals;  and 
the  Minifters,  and  the  Church,  and  the  Difenters  were 
Bubbles  alike  of  their  common  Enemy.  Barefaced  Po- 
pery could  ask  no  Favour,  becaufe  Popery  could  expect 
none.  P  rot  eft  ant  Di f  enters  were  therefore  to  ierve  as 
ilalking  Horfes,  that  Papifts  might  creep  behind  Them, 
and  have  Hopes  of  being,  fome  Time  or  other,  ad- 
mitted with  Them.  The  Church  Party  was  halloo'd 
on  the  Diffeniers ;  whilft  the  Dijfenters  were  encouraged 
to  unite  and  hold  out;  whilft  They  were  flatter'd  with 
a.n  high  Opinion  of  their  own  Strength,  and  the  King's 
Favour  ;  and  whilft  fome  leading  Men  arnongft  Them, 
who  thought  it  better  to  be  at"  the  Head  of  a  Seel,  than 
at  the  Tail  of  an  Bftablijbmeht,  were  perhaps  encou- 
raged and  cenhrm'd  in  that  Thought  by  the  private 
.Applications  of  the  Court. 

Thefe  Art?,  thefe  wicked  Arts  ( for  fuch  they  were ) 
prevail'd  ;  and  though  the  2000  Minifters,  who  went 
out. of  their  Churches  on  one  Day,  were  far  from  being 

all 
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all  of  the  fame  Mind,  or  having  one  pofitive,  confident 
Scheme ;  though  many  of  Them  muft  have  loft  their 
Benefices,  even  if  They  had  comply'd  with  the  Aft  of 
Uniformity,  becaufe  They  were  Intruders,  and  in  actual 
Poffeffion  of  Benefices  legally  belonging  to  Others;  yet, 
by  uniting  in  the  Point  of  Non-Conformity,  They  ap- 
pear'd  as  one  Body,  and  in  fome  Senfe  They  Were  {o. 
Several  of  Them  were  popular  for  certain  Modes  of  De- 
votion, fuited  to  the  Humour  of  the  Time  ;  and  feveral 
were  Men  eminent  for  true  Learning  and  unaffected  Pie- 
ty. This  increafed  the  Zeal  of  their  Flocks,  and  cre- 
ated Companion  in  Others.  Here  the  Court  began  to 
reap  the  Fruits  of  their  Management,  in  the  Struggle 
for  a  Toleration.  I  ufe  the  Word,  though  I  know  it 
may  be  fimply  cavili'd  at.  The  firft  Step  made  was 
an  Application  to  the  King,  who  declared  Himfelf 
ready  and  willing  to  dijpenfe,  in  their  Favour,  with  fe- 
veral Things  in  the  Act  of  Uniformity  ;  and  thus  the  Dif- 
fenters  were  made,  by  the  Severity  of  the  Parliament 
and  the  Intrigues  of  the  Court,  the  Instruments  of  in- 
troducing a  difpenfng  Power.  Such  Attempts  were 
made  more  than  once  ;  but  happily  fail'd,  as  often  as 
made,  through  the  vigorous  Opposition  of  Parliament ; 
till  at  laft  the  Scene  began  to  open  more,  and  the  Dif- 
fenters  to  fee  that  They  were  made  the  Tools  of  pro- 
moting, what  They  never  intended,  the  Advancement 
of  the  Prerogative  above  Law,  and  the  Toleration  of 
Popery  againlt  it. " 

To  conclude.  By  fuch  Means  as  I  have  described, 
the  Conftitution  of  Parties  after  the  Ref  oration  prefer- 
ved  unhappily  too  near  a  Refemblance  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion of  Parties  before  the  War.  The  Prerogative  was 
not,  indeed,  carried  ib  high,  in  fome  Inftances,  as 
James  and  Charles  the  ift.  had  attempted  to  carry  it. 
Nay,  fome  Supports  of  it  were  bought  off,  and  taken 
away  ;  and  others  more  dangerous,  as  We  have  obfer- 
ved,  were  prevented  by  the  Virtue  of  the  Men  at  that 
Time  in  ?mer.    But  {till  the  Government  was  efta- 

blilh'd 
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blifh'd  on  Principles,  fufficient  to  invite  a  King  to 
exercife  arbitrary  Power,  and  to  fupport  Him  by  their 
Confequences  in  the  Exercife  of  it  after  wards ;  ib  thar, 
in  this  Refpeft,  the  Seeds  of  future  Divisions  were 
fow'd  abundantly.  The  Dijfeniers  had,  indeed,  loft, 
much  of  their  Credit,  and  all  their  Power.  But  it'll 
They  had  Numbers,  and  Property,  and  Induftry,  and 
Compaiiion  for  Them  ;  fo  that  here  was  another  Crop 
of  DiiTentions  planted  to  nurfe  up,  and  to  ftrengthen 
the  other.  They  did  not  inflame  the  Contefts,  which 
folio  w'd,  into  a  civil  War,  as  they  had  help'd  to  do  for- 
merly ;  but  I  think  that,  without  them,  and  the  Dif- 
union  and  Hatred  amongft  Proteftants,  confequent  upon 
them,  the  Zeal  againft  Popery  could  net  have  run  into 
a'  Kind  of  factious  Fury,  as  We.  mall  be  obliged  to 
confefs  it  did.  I  likewke  think  that  Fears  of  failing 
once  more  under  Presbyterian,  or  Republican  Power,- 
could  not  have  been  wrought  up  in  the  Manner  they 
were,  towards  the  End  of  this  Reign,  fo  as  to  drown 
even  the  Fear  of  Popery  itfelf ;  fo  as  to  form  a  Party  in 
Favour  of  a  Popijh  SucceJJbr ;  fo  as  to  tranfport  both 
Clergy  and  Layety  into  an  Avowal  of  Principles, 
which  muft  have  reduced  us  to  be  at  this  Time  Slaves, 
not  Freemen,  Papifts,  not  Proteftants  ;  thefe  Things, 
I  lay,  could  not  have  happen'd,  if  the  very  Men, 
who  had  zvow'd  fucb  Principles,  had  .not  faved  Them- 

felves  and  Us,  in -direct  Oppofition  to  them. But 

I  am  running  into  the  Subjecl  of  another  Letter,  when 
This  is  grown  too  prolix  already. 

/  am,  SIR,  &c. 

O. 


SATURDAY, 
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The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 
ftf  Caleb     D'Ahvers,    Efa; 


H  E  Sum  of  what  hath  been  faid,  con- 
cerning  the  Settlement  of  Cburcb  and 
State,  and  the  Divifion  of  Parties,  at  the 
Ref  oration,  amounts  to  This  ;    that  as 
the  Attempts  of  King  James  and  King 
Charles  the  ift.  againft  the  Spirit  of  the 
People,  and  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  threw 
the  Nation  into  a  civil  War,  and  all  the  milerable  Con- 
fequence?,  both  necefTary  and  contingent,  of  that  Ca- 
lamity ;  lb  the  Fury,  Enthufiaftn  and  Madnefs  of  tbcffe 
Fatliom,  which  arofe,  during  that  unnatural  Ferment, 
frighten'd   the  Nation  back,  if  not  into  all,  yet  more 
generally  perhaps   than  before,  into  moll  of  the  Notions, 
that  were  eftablifh'd^  to  juftify  the  ExcefTes  of  former 
Reigns.  •   Hereditary,  indefiezable  Right,  Pajfive  Obe- 
dience and  Non-Refiftance  ( thole  Corner-ftones,  which 
are  an  improper  Foundation  for  any  Superltruclure  but 
That   of  Tyranny,)  were  made,  even  by  Parliametit, 
the  Foundation  of  the  Monarchy ;  and  all  Thofe,  who 
declined   an  exact  and  ilrict  Conformity  to  the  whole 
Eftabliihment  of  the  Church,  even  to  the  moft  minute 
Parts -of  it,  were  deprived  of  the  Protection,  nay  expo- 
fed  to  the  Profecution  of  the  State.     Thus  one  Part  of 
the  Nation  flood  profcribed  by  the  other ;  the  leaf,  in- 
deed, by  the  greatefi  ;  whereas  a  little  before  the  great- 
eft  Hood  profcribed  by  the  leaf.  -Roundhead  and  Cava- 
lier were,  in  Effect,  no  more.     Whig  and  Tory  were 

nor 
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not  yet  in  Being.  The  cmly  two  apparent  Parties  were 
Thofe  of  Churchmen  and  Dijjenters  ;  and  religious 
Differences  alone,  at  this  Time  maintained  the  Di- 
itinclion. 

Such  was  the  State  of  Party,  upon  the  Meeting  of 
thejirjl  Parliament  calTd  by  King  Charles  the  2d.  and 
for  fbme  Years  afterwards,  as  nearly  as  I  have  been  able 
to  obferve  by  what  I   have  read  in  Hiftory,  and  recei- 
ved from  Tradition.  How  the  Notions  then  in 
Vogue  began  to  change,  and  this  Spirit  to  decline,  fome 
Time  after  the  Rejioration  ;  how  the  Zeal  of  Church- 
men and  Dijfenters  againft  one  another  began  to  foften, 
and   a  Court  and  Country  Party   to  form  themfelves  ; 
how  Faclion  mingled  itfelf  again  in  the  Conteft,  and 
renew'd  the  former  Refentments  and  Jealoufies ;  how 
Whig  and  Tory  arofe,  the  furious  OiF-fpring  of  thofe  in- 
aufpicious  Parents  Roundhead  and  Cavalier  ;   how  the 
Proceedings  of  one  Party  might  have  thrown  us  back 
into  a  civil  War,  Confufton   and  Anarchy  ;    how  the 
Succefs  of  the  other  had  J  ike  to  have  entaiPd  Tyranny  on 
the  State,  and  Popery  in  the  Church  ;   how  the  Revo- 
lution did ,    and  could    alone ,    deliver  us    from  the 
Grievances  We  felt,    and  from  the  Dangers  We  feared  ; 
how  this  great  Event  was  brought  about  by  a  formal  De- 
parture of  each  Side   from  the  Principles  objected  to 
Them  by  the  other  ;    how  this  Renewal  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  on  the  Principles  of  Liberty,  by  the  moll  folemn, 
deliberate,  national  Aft,  that  ever  was  made,  did  not 
only  bkd  at  leaft  every  one  of  Thofe,  who  concurr'd  in 
-any  Degree  to  bring  it  about,  (and  that  Defcription  in- 
cludes almoft  the  whole  Nation )  but  how  abfurd  it  is 
for  any  Man,  who  was  born  fince  that  JEra,  or  who, 
being  born  before  if,  hath  been  bound  by  no  particular, 
legal  Tye  to  any  other  Settlement,  to  be  willing  to  give 
up  the  Advantages  of  the  prefent  Conjiituiion,  any  more 
than  He  would    give  up   the  Privileges  of  the  great 
Charter,  which  was  made  and  ratify'd  fb  many  Ages 
ago  j    all  thefe  Points  are  to  be  now  toucVd  in  that 

luminary 
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fummary  Manner,  which  I  have  prefcribed  to  myfelf ; 
and  which  will  be  fufficient,  in  fo  plain  a  Cafe,  where 
Men  are  to  be  reminded  of  what  They  know  already, 
rather  than  to  be  inform'd  and  confirmed,  not  to  be 
convinced. 

I  proceed  therefore  to  obferve  that  the  Nation  began 
to  be  indifpofed  to  the  Court,  ibon  after  the  Peroration. 
The  Sale  of  Dunkirk  help'd  to  ruin  a  great  and  good 
Minifier ;  though  it  be  (till  doubtful  at  leaft,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Clamour  railed,  and  the  Negotiations  with 
d*Eftrade$  fo  much  infixed  upon,    whether  He  was 

flric~tly  anfwerable  for  this  Meafure. Who  knows 

how  foon  the  Re-eitablifhment  of  the  fame  Port  and 
Harbour  may  be  laid  in  Form  to  the  Charge  of  thole 
two  Men,  who  are  ftrictly  and  undeniably  anfwerable 
for  it ;  and  who  ftagger  already  under  the  Weight  of  fo 
many  other  juft  Imputations  ? 

The  firfl  Dutch  War,  which  was  lightly  and  raflily 
undertaken,  and  which  ended  ignominioufly  for  the 
Nation,  augmented  the  publick  Indifpofition.  Nay 
Misfortunes,  fuch  as  the  Plague,  and  the  Burning  of 
London,  as  well  as  Mifmanagement,  had  this  Effecl:. 
But  We  mull:  place  at  the  Head  of  all  a  Jealoufy  of 
Popery,  which  was  well  founded,  and  therefore  gather'd 
Strength  daily.  This  foon  heated  the  Minds  of  Men 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  feems  almoit  wonderful  the 
Plague  was  not  imputed  to  the  Papijls  as  perempto- 
rily as  the  Fire. 

The  Death  of  my  Lord  Southampton,  and  the  Dis- 
grace and  Baniihment  of  my  Lord  Clarendon,  made 
Room  for  new  Caufes  of  Jealoufy  and  Diffatisfaclion  ; 
and  the  Effetts  increafed  in  Proportion.  Thofe  tzvo  noble 
Lords  had  flood  in  the  Breach  again  it.  Popery  and  foreign 
Politicks-,  and  what  one  of 'Them  laid  of  the  other, 
That  is  Southampton  of  Clarendon,  may  be  apply M  with 
Juftice  to  Both.  They  zvzre  true  Froteftants,  and  honeH 
Englishmen.  Whiljl  They  were  in  Place,  our  Laws, 
our  Religion,  and  our  Liberties  were  in  Safety,  When. 
Vol.  XII.  C  The} 
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They  were  removed,  England  felt  the  ill  Ejfecls  of  the 
Change ;  for  when  They  were  removed,  all  Thefe 
were  in  Danger.  How  glorious  a  Panegyrick  is  This, 
in  which  the  unanimous  Voice  of  Pofterity  does  and 
muft  agree  ?  It  is  preferable  furely  to  all  the  Titles  and 
Honours  and  Eftates,  which  thofe  illuftrious  Patriots  left 
behind  Them  ;  and  fo  I  perfuade  myfelf  it  is  efteem'd 
by  the  young  No&lemen,  who  are  Heirs  to  their  Virtues, 
as  well  as  their  Fortunes: 

King  Charles,  and  more  than  Him  the  Duke  and 
the  Popijh  Fatlion  were  now  at  Liberty  to  form  new 
Schemes ;  or  rather  to  purfue  old  ones,  with  lefs  Re- 
ferve,  againft  the  Religion  and  Liberty  of  England.  As 
foon  as  the  famous  Cabal  had  the  whole  Adminiftration 
of  Affairs,  thefe  Defigns  were  pufh'd,  almoft  without 
any  Referve  at  all.  I  am  not  writing  the  HiHory  of 
this  Reign ;  nor  have  I  undertaken  any  Thing  more 
than  to  make  a  few  Obfervations  on  the  feveral  Turns 
of 'Parties  in  it.  I  need  not  therefore  defcend  into  par- 
ticular Proofs  of  the  Defigns,  which  I  attribute  to  the 
Court ;  nor  into  a  Deduction  of  the  Meafures  taken  to 
promote  them,  and  the  Efforts  made  to  defeat  them. 
That  thefe  Defigns  were  real,  can  be  doubted  of  by  no 
Man ;  fmce  without  quoting  many  printed  Accounts, 
which  are  in  the  Hands  of  every  one,  or  infilling  on 
other  Proofs,  which  have  not  feen  the  Light,  (and  fuch 
there  are)  the  Abbot  Primih  Relation  of  the  fecret  Ne- 
gotiations between  the  King  and  his  Sifter,  the  Dutchefs 
of  Orleans,  publifh'd  in  1682,  as  I  think,  and  imme- 
diately iuppreiVd,  as  well  as  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jefuit 
d 'Or leans,  written  on  Memorials  furniih'd  to  Him  by 
King  James  the  2d.  put  the  whole  Matter  out  of  Dis- 
pute, and  even  beyond  the  Reach  of  Cavil.  It  is  fufH- 
cient  for  my  Purpofe  to  obierve  that  the  Tide  of  Party, 
which  had  run  {o  ftrongly  for  the  Court,  and  had  been 
feldom  fo  much  as  flacken'd  hitherto,  began  now  to 
turn,  and  to  run  Year  after  Year  more  itrongly  the 
ether  Way. 

When 
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When  Mi  Parliament  fate  down,  (  for  it  deferves  our 
particular  Obfervation  that  both   Houfes  were  full   of 
Zeal  for  the  prefent  Government,  and  of  Refentment  a- 
gain  ft  the  Ufurpations )  there  was  but  one  Party  in  Par-   . 
liament  ;   and  r.o  ether  Party  could  raife  its  Head   in 
the  Nation.     This  might  have  been  the  Cafe  much 
longer  ;  probably  as  long  as  King  Charles  had  fate  on 
the  Throne,  if  the  Court  had  been  a  little  honefter,  or 
a  little  wifer.     No  Parliament  ever  did  more  to  gain 
their  Prince  than  This.  They  feem'd,  for  feveral  Years, 
to  have  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart  as  fecnring  his  Go- 
vernment, advancing  his  Prerogative,    and  filling  his 
Coffers.     The  Grants  They  made  Him  were  fuch,  as 
pafs'd  for  In  fiances  of  Profufion  in  thofe  Days;  when 
1,200,000/.  a  Tear  fur  the  Civil  List,  the  Fleet, 
/wGuards  and  Garrisons,  and  all  the  ordinary 
Expev.ces  of  the  Government,  was  thought  an  exorbitant 
Sum  ;  how  little  a  Figure  foever  it  would  make  in  our 
Times,  when,  two  Thirds  of  that  Sum,  at  leafl,  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  Ufe  of  the  Civil- Lift  fingly.     But  all 
This  was  to  no  Purpofe  j  a  foreign  Interefi  prevail'd  ; 
a   Cabal  governed  ;    and   feme  times   the  Cabal,    and 
fometimes  a  Prime-M'mifter  had  more  Credit  with  the 
King  than  the  whole  Body  of  his  People.     When  the 
Parliament  faw  that  They  could  not  gain  Him  ova-  to 
his  own,  and  to  their  common  Interefi: ;  nor  prevail  on 
Him,  by  Connivance,  Comply ance,   and  other  gentle 
Methods ;  They  turn'd  Themfelves  to  fuch   as  were 
rough,  but  agreeable  to  Law  and  the  Cuflom  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  well  as  proportionable  to  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Exigency.     That  they  loft  their  Temper,    on   fome 
particular  Occafions,  muftnot  be  deny'd.     They  were 
Men,   and   therefore  frail  ;    but  their  Frailties,  of  this 
Kind,  proceeded   from   their  Love  of  their  Country. 
They  were   tranfported,  when  They   found  that  their 
Religion  and  Liberty  were  conftantly  in  Danger  from 
the  Intrigues  of  a  Popijh  Faction ;    and  They  would 
kav2  been  fo  tranfported,  no  Doubt,  if  Liberty  alone 

C  2  had 
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had  been  attack'd  by  a  V  rot  eft  ant  FaBion.  Then  it  was, 
that  this  High-Church  Parliament  grew  favourable  to 
Trot  eft  ant  Dijjenters,  and  ready  to  make  that  juft  Di- 
ftinftion,  Co  long  delay'd,  benven  Them  and  Popijb 
Recujants,  that  the  whole  P  rot  eft  ant  Inter  eft  might 
unite  in  the  common  Caufe.  Then  it  was,  that  this 
Prerogative  Parliament  defy'd  Prerogative,  in  Defence 
of  their  own  Privileges,  and  of  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country.  Then  it  wa;,  that  this  PaJJive  Obedience  and 
"Non-Reft ft ance  Parliament  went  the  utmoft  Lengths  of 
Reftftance,  in  a  Parliamentary  Way  ;  and  the  necefiary 
Consequence  of  the  Steps  They  made,  ik  this  Way, 
muft  have  been  Reftftance  in  another,  if  the  King  had 
not  dropt  his  Minifters,  retracted  his  Pretenfions,  re* 
drefs'd  jome,  and  given  Expectation  of  redrefnng  other 
Grievances.  In  fine,  this  Penfioner  Parliament,  as  it 
hath  been  flyled,  with  fome  Corruption  in  the  Houfe, 
and  an  Army  fometimes  at  the  Door  of  it,  disbanded 
the  Army  in  England,  and  proteited  againft  the  Militia, 
fettled  in  Scotland  by.  Ac!  of  Parliament,  and  appoint- 
ed to  march  for  any  Service,  wherein  the  Kings  Ho- 
nour, Authority  and  Greatnefs  were  concerned,  in  Obe- 
dience to  the  Orders  of  the  Privy  Council.  That  I  may 
not  multiply  particular  Inftances,  They  not  only  did 
their  utmoft  to  fecure  their  Country  againft  immediate 
Danger,  but  projefted  to  fecure  it  againft  remote  Dan- 
ger, by  an  Exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York  from  the 
Crown,  after  They  had  endeavoured  itrenuoufly,  but 
in  vain,  to  prevent  his  entailing  Popery  more  eafily  up- 
on us,  by  his  Marriage  with  a  Popijb  Princejs';  for  He 
had  declared  Himfelf  a  Pap  ft  with  as  much  Affecta- 
tion, as  if  He  expe&ed  to  grow  popular  by  it ;  had 
already  begun  to  approve  his  Zeal,  and  exerciie  his  Ta- 
lent in  Conversions  by  That  of  his  firft  Wife;  and 
was  notorioully  the  Agent  of  Rome  and  of  France,  in 
order  to  feduce  his  Brother  into  ftronger  Meafures  than 
King  Charles  was  willing  to  take.     King  Charles,  to 

ufe 
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life  an  Expreffion  of  the  Lord  Halifax  of  that  Age, 
would  trot  1  but  his  Brother  would  gallop. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  Particulars  here  mention'd, 
and  a  great  many  others,  which  might  be  mention'd 
to  the  Honour  of  this  Parliament,  I  cannot  hear  it 
call'd  the  Penfoner  Parliament,  as  it  were  •  by  Way  of 
Eminence,  without  a  Degree  of  honeft  Indignation  ; 
efpecially  in  the  Age,  in  which  We  live,  and  by  fome 
of  thofe,  who  affect  the  moft  to  bellow  upon  it  this 
ignominious  Appellation.  Pen/tons  indeed,  to  the  A- 
mount  of  /even,  or  eight  thoufand  Pounds,  as  I  remem- 
ber, were  difcover'd  to  have  been  given  to  fome  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  then  let  it  be  re- 
member'd  likewife,  that  this  Expedient  of  corrupting 
Parliaments  began  under  the  Adminiilration  of  that 
boifterous,  over-bearing,  dangerous  Miniiter,  Clif- 
ford. As  long  as  there  remain'd  any  Pretence  to 
fay  that  the  Court  was  in  the  Intereft  of  the  People, 
the  Expedient  of  Bribery  was  neither  wanted,  nor 
practifed.  When  the  Court  was  evidently  in  another 
Intereft,  the  NecefHty  and  the  Practice  of  bribing  the 
Representatives  of  the  People  commenced.  Should  a 
Parliament  of  Britain  acl:  in  Comply ance  with  the 
Court,  againft  the  Senle  and  Intereft  of  the  Nation, 
Mankind  would  be  ready  to  pronounce  very  juftly  that 
fuch  a  Parliament  was  under  the  corrupt  Influence  of 
the  Court.  But  in  the  Cafe  now  before  us,  We  have  a 
very  comfortable  Example  of  a  Court  wicked  enough 
to  Hand  in  need  of  Corruption,  and  to  employ  it ;  and 
of  a  Parliament  virtuous  enough  to  refill  the  Force  of 
this  Expedient ;  which  Philip  of  Macedon  boafted  that 
He  employ 'd  to  invade  the  Liberties  of  other  Countries  ; 
and  which  hath  been  fo  often  employ'd  by  Men  of 
leis  Genius,  as  well  as  Rank,  to  invade  the  Liberties 
of  their  own.  All,  that  Corruption  could  do  in  this 
Parliament,  was  to  maintain  the  Appearance  of  a 
Court-Party,  whilft  the  Meafures  of  the  Court  united 
a  Country  Party,    in  Oppolition   to  Them.     Neither 

C  3  Places, 
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Places,  nor  Penfions,  could  hinder  Courtiers,  in  this 
Parliament  from  voting,  on  many  fignal  Occasions, 
againft  the  Court ;  nor  protect  either  Thofc,  who  drew 
the  King  into  ill  Meafures ;  nor  Thofe,  who  comply'd 
with  Him  in  them.  Nay,  this  Penfioner  Parliament, 
if  it  muil  be  flill  call'd  fo,  gave  one  Proof  of  Inde- 
pendency, beiides  That  of  contriving  a  Teft,  in  1675, 
to  purge  their  Members  on  Oath  from  all  Sufpicion  of 
corrupt  Influence ;  which  ought  to  wipe  off  the  Stain 
from  the  moil 'Corrupt.  They  drove  one  of  their  Pay- 
mafters  out  of  Court,  and  impeach'd  the  Other  in  the 
Pullnefs  -of  his  Power  ;  even  at  a  Time,  when  the 
King  was  fb  weak  as  to  make,  or  fo  unhappy  as  to  be 
forced  to  make,  on  Account  of  Pen/ions  privately  ne- 
gotiated from  France,  the  Caufe  of  the  Crown  and  the 
Caufe  of  the  Minijler  one,  and  to  blend  their  Intereils 
together. 

What  I  have  faid  to  the  Honour  of  the  long  Parlia- 
ment is  juft  ;  becaufe  in  Fact  the  Proceedings  of  that 
Parliament  were  agreeable  to  the  Reprefentation  I  have 
given  of  Them.  But  now,  if  lbme  fevere  Cenfor 
mould  appear,  and  infill  that  the  Dame  was  chafe, 
only  becaufe  She  was  not  enough  tempted  ;  that  msre 
Penfions  would  have  made  more  Penfioner  s  ;  that  much 
Money  and  little  Perogatk'e  is  more  dangerous  to  Liberty, 
than  much  Perogatk'e  and  little  Money ;  and  that  the 
ivorfl  and  weakeft  Minifter  King  Charles  ever  had  might 
have  been  abfolute  in  this  very  Parliament,  whofe 
Character  I  defend,  if  fuch  a  Minifter  had  been  able  to 
inlifl,  with  Places,  Penfions  and  occafional  Bribes,  not 
a  fender  Majority,  which  the  Defection  of  a  Few 
might  at  any  Time  defeat,  but  fuch  a  bulky  Majority, 
as  might  impofe  on  itfeif;  if  any  one,  I  fay,  mould  re- 
fine in  this  Manner,  and  continue  to  infill  that  fuch  a 
Minifter,  with  fuch  a  Purfe,  would  have  Hood  his 
Ground  in  the  Parliament  I  fpeak  of,  with  how  much 
Contempt  and  Indignation  fbever,  He  might  have 
been  every  where  treated  by  the  People ;   I  fhall  not 

prefume 
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prefume  to  aflert  the  contrary.  It  might  have  been 
io.  Our  Safety  was  owing  as  much,  perhaps,  to 
the  Poverty  of  the  Court,  as  to  the  Virtue  of  the 
Parliament.  We  might  have  loft  our  Liberties.  But 
then  I  would  obferve,  before  I  conclude,  that  if  This 
be  'true,  the  Prefervation  of  our  Religion  and  Liberty, 
at  that  Time  was^ owing  to  thefe  two  Circumflances ; 
iirft,  that  King  Charles  was  not  parfimonious,  but, 
fquander'd  on  his  Pleafures  what  He  might  have 
employ'd  to  corrupt  this  Parliament ;  fecondly,  that  the 
Minifter  s,  in  that  Reign,  fingering  no  Money  but  the 
Revenue,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  had  no  Opportu- 
nity to  filch  in  the  Pockets  of  every  private  Man,  and 
to  bribe  the  bubbles  very  often  with  their  own  Money  ; 
as  might  be  done  now,  when  Funding  hath  been  fo 
long  in  Fafhion,  and  the  greateft  Minifter  hath  the 
Means  of  being  the  greateft  Stockjobber  ;  did  not  the 
eminent  Integrity  of  the  -  Minifter,  and  the  approved 
Virtue  of  the  Age,  fecure  us  from  any  fuch  Danger. 

We  have  now  brought  the  Deduction  of  Parties  very 
near  to  the  ^Era  of  Whig  and  Tory,  into  which  the 
Court  found  Means  to  divide  the  Nation,  and  by  this 
Divifion  to  acquire  in  the  Nation  a  Superiority,  which 
had  been  attempted  inefTe&ually,  even  by  Corruption 

in  the  Parliament. But  This  I  mull  referve  for 

another  Paper,  and  am,  SIR,  &c. 

O. 
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To   CALEB    D'ANVERS, ■  Efp 

SIR, 

HERE    is   a  PafTage  in  Tully  Co  ex- 
tremely  applicable   to  the  mifchievous-, 
but  tranlitory.  Prevalence  of  thofe  Prin- 
ciples of    Government,    which    King 
James  the  ift  imported  into  this  Coun- 
try, that  fmce  it  occurs  to  my  Memory, 
I  cannot  begin  this  Paper  better  than  by  quoting  it  to 
You,  and  making  a  ihort  Commentary  on  it.     *  0/>/- 
nionum  Commenta  delet  Dies,  Nature  Judicia  confir- 
tnat.     Groundlefs  Opinions  are  deftrofd,  but  rational 
Judgments,  or  the  Judgments  of  Nature,   are  confirmed 
by 'Time.     It   is  Balbus,  who  makes   this  Obfervation 
very  properly,   when  He   is  about  to  prove   the'Exi- 
flence  of  a  fupreme  Being.     The  fame  Obfervation 
might  have  been  employed   as  properly,  on  other  Oc- 
cafions,  againft  Balbus  himfelf ;    and  the  Truth  of  it 
might  have  been  exemplify'd,   by  comparing  the  Para- 
doxes and  fuperftitious  Opinions  of  his  own  Seft,  as 
well  as  the  Tales  of  an  Hippocentaur,  or  a  Chimera, 
with  the  eternal  Truths  of  genuine  Theifm,  and  found 
Philofophy.     In  lhort,   the  Application   of  it   might 
have   been  juftly  made   then,  and  may  be  fo  now  in 
numberlefs  Inftances,  taken  from,  the  mofl  important 
Subjects,  on  which  the  Thoughts  of  Men  are  exer- 
cifed,   or  in  which  their  Intereits,  as  Men  and  Mem- 
bers of  Society,  are  concern'd. 

The 

*  £.2.  de  Nat,  Deor. 
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The  Authority  of  a  Setl,  and  much  more  of  a  State* 
is  able  to  infpire,  and  Habit  to  confirm  the  moft  ab- 
fur d  Opinions.  Paffion,  or  Intereft,  can  create  Zeal, 
*But  nothing  can  give  Stability  and  durable  Uniformity 
to  Error.  Indolence,  or  Ignorance,  may  keep  it  float- 
ing, as  it  were,  on  the  Surface  of  the  Mind,  and  fome- 
times  hinder  'Truth  from  penetrating ;  or  Force  may 
maintain  it  in  ProfefTion,  when  the  Mind  afTents  to  it 
no  longer.  But  fucb  Opinions,  like  human  Bodie?, 
tend  to  their  DifTolution  from  their  Birth.  They  will 
be  foon  rejected  in  Theory,  where  Men  can  think,  and 
mPraffice.  where  Men  can  act  with  Freedom.  They 
maintain  themfelves  no  longer,  than  the  fame  Means  of 
Seduction,  which  firft  introduced  them,  or  the  fame 
Circumftances,  which  firft  impofed  them,  attend  and 
continue  to  fupport  them.  Men  are  dragg'd  into  them, 
and  held  down  in  them,  by  Chains  of  Circumftances. 
Break  but  thefe  Chains,  and  the  Mind  returns  with  a 
Kind  of  intellectual  Elafticity  to  its  proper  Object, 
Truth.  This  natural  Motion  is  fo  ftrong,  that  Exam- 
ples might  be  cited  of  Men  embracing  Truth  inPraclice, 
before  They  were  convinced  of  it  in  Theory.  There 
are  Cafes,  where  Reafon,  freed  from  Conftraint,-  or 
rouzed  by  Neceility,  acts  in  fome  Sort  the  Part  of  In- 
Jlinft.  We  are  impell'd  by  one,  before  We  have  Time 
to  form  an  Opinion.  \  We  are  often  determined  by  the 
other,  again  ft  our  Opinion  ;  That  is,  before  We  can  be 
laid  properly  to  have  changed  it.  But  obferve  here 
the  Perverfenefs  of  that  rational  Creature,  Man.  When 
This  happens ;  when  the  Judgment,  of  Nature,  for  fo 
We  may  fpeak  after  Tully,  hath  prevail'd  againft  ths 
habitual  Prejudice  of  Opinion,  inftead  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  vitlorious  Truth,  which  determined  Him  ta 
act,  inftead  of  condemning  the  erroneous  Opinion,  a- 
gainft  which  He  acted,  He  is  too  often  apt  to  endea- 
vour, pievifhiy  and  pedantically,  to  reconcile  hi  Ani- 
ons to  his  Error  ;  nay,  to  perfift  in  renouncing  true, 

and 
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and  aiTerting  falfe  Maxims,  whilft;  Ke  reaps  the  Be- 
nefit, and  maintains  the  Confequences  of  the  former. 

You  fee  whither  We  are  brought  by  thefe  general 
Reflections,  The  abfurd  Opinions,  (ficla  et  van<£ 
our  Rome-.:,  0t  ztor  would  have  oall'd  them)  about  the 
Right,  Power  a  ad  Prerogative  of  Kings,  were  fo  little 
able  to  take  a  d^ep  Root,  and  to  itand'the  Blafls  of  Op- 
position, fhst  Few  ofThofe,  who  drew  their  Swords  on 
the  Side  of  King  C. barks  the  ifr,  were  determined  to 
it  by  them.  I  affert  this  Fact  on  cotemporary  Autho- 
rity ;  on  the  Authority  even  of  Some,  who  were  Them- 
fel.ves  engaged  in  thai  Caufe  from  the  Beginning  to  the 
End  -of  our  civil  Wars.  A  more  recent  Tradition  af- 
fures  us,  that  when  the  fame  Opinions  revived  at  the 
Reft  oration,  they  did  not  fink  deep  even  then  into  the 
Minds  of  Men,  but  floated  fo  fuperflcially  there,  that 
tlie  Parliament  ( the  very  Parliament,  who  had  autho- 
rized them  and  impofed  them,  as  I  obferved  in  the 
la.fr.  Paper)  proceeded  a  great  Way,  and  was  ready  to 
have  proceeded  farther,  in  direct  Oppofition  to  them- 
A  Tradition  ftill  more  recent  will  inform  us,  and  That 
is  to  be  the  Subject  of  this  Paper,  that  when  thefe 
Opinions  revived  again,  at  the  latter  End  of  the  fame 
Reign,  with  an  Appearance  of  greater  Strength,  and  a 
more  national  Concurrence  than  ever,  they  revived 
but  to  be  more  effectually  exploded  than  ever.  King 
Charles  made  Ufe  of  them  to  check  the  Ferment  raifed 
againft  his  Government ;  but  did  not  feem  to  expect 
that  they  mould  fubfift  long  in  Force.  His  wifer  Bro- 
ther depended  much  on  them }  but  his  Dependance 
was  vain.  They  were,  at  that  Time,  wearing  out  a- 
pace  ;  and  they  wore  out  the  falter  by  the  extravagant 
Ufe,  which  was  made  of  them.  They  were  in  the 
Mouths  of  many,  but  in  the  Hearts  of  few  ;  for  al- 
moft  all  Thofe,  who  had  them  in  their  Mouths,  acted 
againft  them.  Thus  were  thefe  wicked  and  ridiculous 
Principles  of  Government twice  revived,  and  twice  de- 

flrov'd 
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ftroy'd  again,  in  lefs  than  thirty  Years  from  the  Re* 
ftoration. 

Ter  Jt  refurgat  Murus  aheneus, 
■1  Ter  per  eat! 

The  fecond  Revival  of  thefe  Principle*)  for  enough 
hath  been  faid  of  the  firft,  happen'd  foon  after  the  Di£ 
folution  of  the  long  Parliament ;  and  there,   I  think, 
We  mull  place  the  Birth  of  Whig  and  Tory,  though 
thefe  Parties  did  not  grow  up  into  full  Maturity,  nor 
receive  their  Names,  till  about   two  Years  afterwards. 
The  Diflblution  of  this  Parliament    was  defired   by 
Men  of  very  different  Complexions ;  by  Some,  with 
factious  Views;  by  Others,   on  this  honeft   and  true 
Maxim,   that  a  standing    Parliament,  or  the 
same  Parliament    long    continued,  changes 
the  very  Nature  of  our  Conftitution  in  the  fundamental 
Article,  on  which  the  Preservation  of  our  whole  Liberty 
depends.     But  whatever  Motives  others  might  have  to 
defire  this  Dijfolution,  the  Motives,  which  prevail'd  on 
the  King,  were  probably  thefe.     This  Parliament  not 
only  grew  more  referved  in  their  Grants  of  Money,  and 
ftiff  and   inflexible   in  other  Matters ;  but  feemM  to 
have  loft  that   peribnal  Regard,  which  They  had  hi- 
therto preferved  for  Him.     They  brought  their  Attacks 
home  to  his  Family ;  nay,  to  Himfelf,  in  the  Heats, 
which  the  Difcovery   and   Profecution   of  die  Popijb 
Plot  occafion'd.     That  on  the  Queen  provoked  Him. 
That  on  his  Brother  embarrafs'd  Him.      But  That, 
which  provoked  and  embarrafs'd  Him  both,  was  the 
Profecution  of  the  Earl  of  Danby  in  the  Manner,    in 
which  it  was  carry 'd  on.     I  will  not  defcend  into   the 
Particulars  of  an  Affair,  at   this  Time,  fb  well  under- 
flood.     This  Minifter  was  turn'd  out,  and  might  have 
been  puniih'd,  in  another  Manner,  much  more  feverely 
than  I  prefume  any  one,  who  knows  the  Anecdotes  of 
that  Age,  thinks  that  He  deferved  to  be.     But  the  In- 
tention of  this  Attack,  according  to  Rapin,  was  to  ihew 

that 


36        2*he  Graf  ts  man.      N°  385. 

that  the  King,  as  well  as  his  Brother,  was  at  the  Head 
cf  a  Con/piracy  to  deftroy  the  Government,  and  the  Pro* 
teftant  Religion.  This  is  a  very  bold  AiTertion,  and 
fuch  a  one  as  I  do  not  pretend  to  warrant.  But  thus 
much  is  certain  ;  that  if  the  Earl  of  Danby*s  Impeach- 
ment had  been  try'd,  He  mull  have  juftify'd  Himfelf 
by  mewing,  what  every  one  knew  to  be  true,  that  the 
fecret  Negotiations  with  France,  and  particularly  That 
for  Money,  were  the  'Kings  Negotiations,  not  his. 

Now,  whether  the  King  hoped,  by  diflblving  the 
Parliament,  to  flop  this  Profecution  j  or  to  foften  That 
of  the  Popijh  Plot ;  or  to  defeat  the  Project  of  excluding 
the  Duke  of  York;  his  Hopes  were  ail  difappointed. 
The  following  Parliaments  trod  in  the  Steps  of  This. 
How,  indeed,  could  They  do  otherwife  in  thofe  Days, 
when  the  Temper  of  the  People  determined  the  Cha- 
racter of  the  Parliament ;  when  an  Influence  on  Elev- 
ens, by  Prerogative,  was  long  lince  over,  and  private, 
indirect  Means  of  gaining  another  more  illegal  Influence 9 
were  not  yet  found,  or  the  neceffary  Supports  of  fueh. 
Means  were  not  yet  acquired  ;  when  any  Man,  who 
had  defired  People,  who  knew  neither  his  Fortune,  his 
Character,  nor  even  his  Perfon,  to  chufe  Him  their 
Representative  in  Parliament,  ( That  is,  to  appoint  Him 
their  Truftee)  would  have  been  look'd  upon  and  treat- 
ed as  a  Madman  ;  in  fhort,  when  a  Parliament,  acting 
againft  the  declared  Senfe  ef  the  "Nation,  would  have 
appear'd  as  furprizing  a  Phenomenon  in  the  moral 
World,  as  a  retrograde  Motion  of  the  Sun,  or  any  other 
fignal  Deviation  of  Things  from  their  ordinary  Courle, 
in  the  natural  World. 

There  was  indeed  one  Point,  which  this  Parliament 
had  taken  extremely  to  Hearty  and  which  was  no  longer 
open  to  the  Parliaments  that  folio w'd  ;  I  mean  the 
Conduct  of  the  King  in  foreign  Affairs,  during  the 
War  between  Prance,  and  Holland  and  her  Allies, 
which  ended  by  the  Treaty  of  fifimiguen.  That  War 
was  not  made  in  remote  Countries.    It  was  made  at 
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our  Door.  The  Motives  to  it,  on  the  Part  of  the  Ag- 
grejfor,  were  neither  Injuries  received,  nor  Rights  in- 
vaded ;  but  a  Spirit  of  Conqueft,  and  barefaced  Ufur- 
pation.  The  Intereft  We  had  in  it  was  not  fuch  as 
depended  on  a  long  Chain  of  Contingencies,  and  required 
much  Subtlety  to  find  out,  but  plain  and  immediate- 
The  Security  and,  at  one  Time,  the  very  Exigence  of 
the  Dutch  Commonwealth  depended  on  the  Event  of  it- 
No  Wonder  then,  if  the  Conduct  of  the  King,  who 
join'd  openly  with  France  at  firft,  and  ferved  Her  pri- 
vately to  better  Purpofe  at  lafr,  furnifh'd  ample  Matter 
to  the  publick  Difcon  tent,  and  help'd  to  increafe  the 
ill  Humours  of  fucceeding  Parliaments  on  two  other 
Points,  which  were  ftill  open,  and  continued  to  draw 
their  whole  Attention,  as  long  as  King  Charles  iuffer'd 
any  -to  fit,  during  the  reil  of  his  Reign, 

Thefe  two  Points  were  the  Profecution  of  Peribns,  in- 
volved in  the  Popijh  Plot,   and  the  Exclufion  of  the 
Duke  of  York.     The  firft  of  Thefe  had  prepared  Man- 
kind for  the  fecond.     The  Truth  is,   that   if  nothing, 
which  affected   the  Duke,  had  been  produced,   befides 
'Coleman's  Letters,   thefe  Proofs  of  his    Endeavouis   to 
fubvert  the  Religion  and  Liberty  of  the  People  He  pre- 
tended to  govern,  join'd  to  lb   many  others  of  publick 
Notoriety,  which  fhew'd  the  whole  Bent   of  his  Soul 
und  the  whole  Scheme  of  his  Policy,  would   have  af- 
forded Realbn  more  than    fufricient  for  facrifking  the 
intereil,   or  even  the  Right,  ( if  You  will  call  it  fo ) 
of  one  Man  to  the  Prefer vation   of  three  Kingdoms.     I 
know  how  partial  We  are  In  the  judgment  We  make, 
concerning  ourfelves,  and   our  own  Intereifo.     I  know- 
that  this  Partiality  is  the  immediate  Effect  of  Self-Love, 
the  ftrongeil  Spring  in   the  human,   nay  in  the  whole 
animal  Syitem  ;  and  yet  I  cannot  help  being  furprized 
that  a  Man  mould  expect   to  be  trailed  with  a  Crown, 
becaufe  He  is  born   a  Prince,   in   a  Country  where  He 
could  not  be  truited  by   Law,   and  ought  not  to   be 
trufted  in  Realbn,  with  a  ConfrabWs  Staff,   if  He  was 
Vol.  XII.  D  born 
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born  a  private  Per/on.  Let  me  add,  that  fuch  an  Ex- 
pectation muit  be  deem'd  more  unreafonable  in  a  De- 
scendant of  Henry  the  4th  of  France,  if  poffible,  than 
In  any  other  Man.  The  hereditary  Title  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  on  the  Extinction  of  That  of  Valois,  was 
certainly  as  clear,  and  much  better  eftablim'd  by  the 
Laws  and  Ufages  of  France,  than  the  hereditary  Right 
of  any  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  to  the  Crown  of 
England ;  and  yet  Henry  the  4th,  with  all  the  peribnal 
Qualifications,  which  could  recommend  a  Prince  to 
the  Efteem  and  Love  of  his  Subjects,  would  never  have 
been  received  into  the  Throne  by  the  French  Nation,  if 
He  had  not  been  of  the  Religion  of  that  Nation.  On 
what  Foundation  then  could  it  be  expected  that  a  Pro- 
teitant  and  a  free  People  ihould  be  lefs  animated  by 
Religion  and  Liberty  both,  than  their  Neighbours,  had 
been  by  Religion  alone  ;  for  Liberty  had  nothing  to  do 
in  that  Conteft  ?  Our  Fathers  were  thus  animated  at 
the  Time  I  am  fpeaking  of.  The  long  Parliament  pro- 
jected the  Exc lujion  ;  and  if  the  Defign  had  been  car- 
ry'd  on,  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Country  Party,  it  would 
probably  have  been  carry'd  on  wrich  a  national  Concur- 
rence, and  wrould  confequently  have  fucceeded  in  Ef- 
fect, though  not  perhaps  at  once,  nor  in  the  very  Form 
at   firft  proposed. 

The  violent  and  fanguinary  Profecution  of  the  Po* 
fijh  Plot  was  intended,  no  Doubt,  to  make  the  Succefs 
of  the  Exclujion  more  fecure,  by  railing  the  Famous-  of 
Men  fo  high,  that  no  Expedient  but  an  abfolute  and 
immediate  Exchificn,  in  the  Terms  of  the  Bill,  fhould 
be  thought  iufficient.  I  cannot  help  faying,  on  this 
-Occaiion,  that  I  w.ifh  this  laudable  and  juit  Dengn 
hid  not  been  puriued,  by  wading  through  the  Blood 
of  fo  many  Men  ;  Enemies  to  cur  Religion  and  Li- 
berty indeed  ;  but  convicted,  for  the  moil  Part,  on 
Evidence,  which  could  hardly  have  pais'd  at  any  other 
'Time.  I  wTifh  We  had  done  nothing,  whjch  might 
he  interpreted   to   the  Diiiepute   of  our  own  Religicn, 
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whilft  We  attempted   to  profcribe   theirs.     Jn  fne,   I 
wifh,  for  the  Honour  of  my  Country,   that  the  Profe- 
cutions,  on  Account  of  this  Plot,  and    much  more  on 
Account  of  another,  which  was  let  up  as   a  Kind   of 
Retaliation  for  This,  and   which  caufed   fome    of   the 
noblelt,  as  well  as   fome  of  the  meanefl  Blood   in  the 
Nation  to  be  fpilt,  could  be  erazed  out  of  the  Records 
of  Hiilory.     But  there  is  ftill  a  farther  Reafon   to  wifh 
that  greater  Temper  had  been  join'd,   at  this  Time,  to 
the  fame  Zeal  for  Religion   and  Liberty.     Men  were- 
made  to  believe  that  the  King,  who  had  yielded   on   fo 
many  other  Oecafions,  would  yield  on  This  ;  that  He, 
who  had  given  up  fo  many  Minifters,   WGuld   give  up 
his  Brother  at  laft  ;  and   that  if  the  Parliament  would 
accept  nothing  lefs    than  the  Exclujion,  in    their  own 
Way,  it  would  be  extorted  from  Him.     Now  in  This 
Thev  were  fatallv  deceived  rand  I  mud  continue  to 
iufpecl,  till  I  meet  with  better  Realbns  than  I  have  yet 
found  to  the  contrary,    that  They  were  fo  deceived  by 
the  Intrigues  of  tzvo  very  oppofite  Cabals  j  by  the  Duke 
ot  York's,  who  were  averfe  to  all  Exclujtons,  whether 
abfolute,  or  limited,  but  moll  to  the  lajii  and   by  the 
Duke"  of  Monmouth's,  who  could  not  find    their  Ac- 
count in    any  but  an  abfolute  Exelufion ;   nor  in  This 
neither,  unlefs  the  Bill  pafe'd  without  any  Mention  of 
the  Duke's  Daughters,  as  next  in  Succellion ;  to  which, 
as  Bilhop  Burnet  tells  us,  the  ?rinceTof  Orange  was  wil- 
ling  to  comply,  on    the  Faith  of  Affurances  He  had 
received  from   hence ;  a  Facl,  which  the  Bijhop  might 
know,   and  We  may  therefore  take  on   his  Word,   as 
extraordinary  as  it  feems.     I  would  only  obferve   that 
King  William,  then  Prince  of  Orange,  could  have  no 
Reaion  for  commenting  that  his  Wife's  Pretenjions  to  the 
Crown  fhould  not  be  confirm'd   by  an  Ail,    which  ex- 
cluded   her  Father,  except   one  ;    and  That  was   the 
Neceffity,  real,  or  apparent,    of  uniting  different  pri- 
vate Interefts  in  the  publick  Meafure  of  excluding  the 
Duke  of  fork.     Now,  if  This  was  his  Reafon,  the  fame 
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Reafon  proves,  what  fhall  be  farcher  confirmed  in  tiie 
next  Paper,  that  a  Spirit  of  Faction  ran  through  the 
TVcceedings  of  Thofe,  who  promoted  the  Bill  of  Ex- 
tlujion  ;  and  when  Faclion  was  oppofed  to  Faclion,  there 
is  no  Room  to  wonder,  if  That  of  the  Court  prevail'd. 
The  King,  who  had  not  ufed  to  ihew  Firmnefs,  on 
fither  Occafiom,  was  firm  on  This  ;  and  the  Confequence 
of  puming  the  Exclufion,  in  this  Manner,  was  giving 
Him  an  Opportunity  of  breaking  the  Country  Party  ; 
of  dividing  the  Nation  into  Whig  and  Tory  ;  of  go- 
verning Himfelf,  without  Parliaments ;  and  leaving 
the  Throne  open  to  his  Brother,  not  only  without  Li- 
mitations, or  Conditions,  but  with  a  more  abfolute 
Power  eilablinYd,  than  any  Prince  of  his  Family  had 
enjoy'd. 

As  foon  as  the  Court  had  got,  by  Management,  a 
plaufible  Pretence  of  objecting  a  Spirit  of  Faclion  to 
Thofe  in  the  Oppofition,  the  Strength  of  the  Oppofition 
was  broken,  becaufe  the  national  Union  was  diffolved. 
A  Country  Party  mud  be  authorized  by  the  Voice  of 
the  Country.  It  mull  be  form'd  on  Principles  of  com- 
mon Inter  eft.  It  cannot  be  united  and  maintain'd  oa 
the  particular  Prejudices,  any  more  than  it  can,  or 
ought  to  be,  directed  to  the  particular  Intereils  of  any 
Set  of  Men  whatfoever.  A  Party,  thus  conflituted,  is 
improperly  call'd  a  Party.  It  is  the  Nation,  fpeaking 
and  acting  in  the  Difcourfe  and  Conduct  of  particular 
Men.  It  will  prevail  in  all  Struggle?,  (boner  or  later, 
as  long  as  our  Conftitution  fUbiilts  ;  and  nothing  is  more 
eafy  to  demonftrate  than  This  j  that  whenever  Jucb  a 
Party  iinds  it  difficult  to  prevail,  our  Conftitution  is  in 
Danger  ;  -and  when  They  find  it  impoffible,  our  Con- 
ftitution mult,  in  Fact,  be  altered.  On  the  other 
Hand,  whenever  the  Prejudices  and  Intereils  of  parti- 
cular Sets  of  Men  prevail,  the  Eflence  of  a  Country  Par- 
ty is  annihilated,  and  the  very  Appearance  of  it  will 
foon  be  loft.  Every  Man  will  re  fort,  in  this  Cafe,  to 
that  Standard,  under  which  He  hath  been  marfhall'd 
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in  former  Divifions ;  to  which  his  Inclinations  lead 
Him  ;  or  which,  though  He  does  notintirely  approve, 
yet  He  difapproves  the  leaft. 

Such  a  Diffolution  of  a  Country  Party  was  brought 
about  at  the  Period,  to  which  We  are  now  come  in  our 
Deduction  of  Parties,  by  the  Paffions,  the  publick 
Pique,  and  private  Intereft  of  particular  Men,  and  by 
the  wily  Intrigues  of  the  Court.  The  Diffolution  of 
this  Party,  and  the  new  Divifion  of  the  Nation  into 
Whig  and  Tory,  brought  us  into  extreme  Danger.  This 
extreme  Danger  re-united  the  Nation  again,  and  a 
Coalition  of  Parties  faved  the  whole.  Such  an  Expe- 
rience might  have  fhevv'd  Them,  that  how  oppolite  fo- 
ever  their  Profsjjions  were,  yet  They  really  differ'd 
more  on  negative  than  on  pofitive  Principles ;  that 
They  faw  one  another  in  a  falfe  Light,  for  the  moll 
Part,  and  fought  with  Phantoms,  conjured  up  to  main- 
tain their  Divifions,  rather  than  with  real  Beings.  Ex- 
perience had  not  this  happy  Effect  foon.  The  Swell  of 
the  Sea  continued  long,  after  the  Storm  was  over  ;  and 
We  have  feen  ihefe  Parties  kick  and  cufrj  like  drunken 
'Men,  when  They  were  both  of  the  fame  Side. — Let  us 
hope  that  this  Scene  of  tragical  Folly  is  over,  to  the 
Difappointment  olThofe,  who  are  confcious  of  pay?  Ini- 
quity, or  who  meditate  future  Mi/chief.  There  are  no 
others,  who  wiih  and  endeavour  to  prolong  it. 

O. 

/  am,  S  IR,   cifr. 


D  3  Saturday, 
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We  fame  Subjecl  continued. 

To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Eft* 
SIR, 

[O THING  is  more  ufeful,  nothing 
more  neceffary,  in  the  Conduct  of  pub- 
lick  Affairs,,  than  a  juft  Difcernment  of 
Spirits.  I  mean  here,  not  only  that  na- 
tural, private  Sagacity,  which  is  conver- 
fant  about  Individuals,  and  enables  fome 
Men  to  pry,  as  it  were,  into  the  Heads  and  Hearts  of 
others,  and  to  difcover  within  Them  thofe  latent  Prin- 
ciples, which  conftitute  their  true  Characters,  and  are 
often  difguifed  in  outward  Action;  but^I  mean  prin- 
cipally that  acquired,  publick,  political  Sagacity,  which 
is  of  the  fame  Kind,  though  I  think  not  altogether 
the  fame  Thing,  as  the  former  ;  which  flows  from 
Nature  too,  but  requires  more  to  be  affi'fted  by  Ex- 
perience, and  form'd  by  Art.  This  is  that  fuperior 
Talent  of  Minifters  of  'State,  which  is  fo  rarely  found 
in  Thofe  of  other  Countries,  and  which  abounds  fa 
happily  at  prefent  in  Thofe  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
by  This,  that  They  difcover  the  moft  fecret  Difpofi- 
tionsof  other  Courts  j  andy  difcovering  thofe  Difpoli- 
tions,  prevent  their  Defigns,  or  never  fuffer  Them- 
felves  to  be  iurprized  by  them.  It  is  by  This,  that 
They  watch  over  *  the  publick  Tranquility  at  home  \ 
fcrefee  what  Effect  every  Event,  that  happens,  and 
much  more  every  Step  They  make  Themfelves,  will 
have  on  the  Sentiments  and  Paffions  of  Mankind.  This 
Part  of  human  Wifdom  is  therefore  every    where  of 
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Ufe  ;  but  is  of  indifpenfable  Neceffity  in  free  Coun- 
tries, where  a  greater  Regard  is  to  be  conftantly  had 
to  the  various  Fluctuations  of  Parties ;  to  the  Tem- 
per, Humour,  Opinion  and  Prejudices  of  the  People. 
Without  fuch  a  Regard  as  This,  thofe  Combinations 
of  peculiar  Circumftances,  which  We  commonly  call 
Conjunctures,  can  never  be  improved  to  the  bell  Ad- 
vantage, by  acting  in  Conformity,  and  in  Proportion 
to  them  ;  and  without  improving  fuch  Conjunctures  to 
the  bell  Advantage,  it  is  impoffible  to  atchieve  any 
Undertaking ;  or  even  to  conduct  Affairs  fuccefsfully, 
in  their  ordinary  Courfe. 

A  Want  of  this  jufl  Difcemment  of  Spirits,  if  I  am 
not  extremely  miilaken,  defeated  the  Defigns  of  Thofe 
who  profecuted  with  lb  much  Vigour  the  Popijb  Plot 
and  the  Exdufion  of  the  Duke  cf  TorL  Several  of 
Them  were  Men  of  very  great  Abilities^  and  yet  We 
fhall  have  no  Reafon  to  be  furprized  that  Thev  fail'd 
In  this  Point,  if  We  reflect  how  unfit  even  the  ereatefl 
Genius  is  to  difcern  the  Spirit  of  others,  when  He  hath 
once  overheated  his  own.  All  Men  are  fallible ;  but 
here  lies  the  Difference.  Some  Men,  fuch  as  I  have 
juft  mention'd,  crofs'd  by  Difficulties,  prek'd  by  Exi- 
gencies, tranfported  by  their  own  Paffions,  or  by  the 
Pamons  of  Thofe,  who  fight  under  their  Banner,  may 
now  and  then  deviate  into  Error,  and  into  Error  of 
long  and  fatal  Confequence.  But  there  are  fome  Men 
fuch  as  I  mall  not  mention  upon  this  Occaiion,  ( be- 
caufe  I  referve  Them  for  another  and  a  better  )  who 
never  deviate  into  the  Road  of  good  Senle ;  who,  crofs'd 
by  no  Difficulties,  prefs'd  by  no  Exigencies,  meeting 
fcarce  Oppofit ion  enough  to  excite  their  Induftry,  and 
guiding  a  tame,  well- tut or'd  Flock,  that  follow  their 
Bell-weather  obMinately,  but  never  tread  on  his  Heels ; 
there  are  Men,  I  fay,  whofe  fpecial  Privilege  it  is  to 
proceed  with  all  thefe  Advantages,  deliberately  and 
fuperciliouhy,  from  Blunder  to  Blunder,  from  Year  to 
Year,  in  one  perpetual  Maze  of  confufed,  incoherent, 
inconfiilent,   unmeaning  Schemes  of  Bufmefs,   - 

But 
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But  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  Men  of  this 
CharaBer  at  prefent,  I  return  to  Thole  of  the  former 
Clafs  j  to  the  Men,  who  led  the  Whig-Party,  at  its 
firft  Appearance,  in  the  Time  of  King  Charles  the 
lid.  The  Foundation,  upon  which  They  built  all  their 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  was  This ;  that  They  mould  frighten 
and  force  the  King  into  a  Complyance  with  Them ; 
but  They  did  not  enough  confider  that  the  Methods 
They  took  were  equally  proper  to  frighten  and  force  a 
great  Part  of  the  Nation  from  Them,  by  Reafon  of 
the  particular  Circumftances  of  that  Time.  They  did 
not  enough  confider  that  when  They  began  to  put 
their  Defigns  in  Execution,  fcarce  twenty  Years  had 
pafs'd  from  the  Reft  oration  ;  and  that  the  higheft  Prin- 
ciples, in  Favour  of  the  Church  and  the  Monarchy^ 
had  prevaiPd  almoft  univerfally,  during  one  half  of  that 
Time,  and  very  generally,  during  the  other  half;  that 
They  had  the  accidental  Paffions  of  rhe  People  for 
Them,  but  the  fettled  Habits  of  Thinking  againft  Them; 
that  They  were  going  off  from  a  broad  to  a  narrow  Bot- 
tom, from  the  Nation  to  a  Part  of  the  Nation  ;  and 
This  at  a  Time,  when  They  wanted  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary Concurrence  of  the  whole  Body.  They  did  not 
enough  coniider  that  They  were  changing  the  Very 
Nature  of  their  Party,  and  giving  an  Opportunity  to 
the  Court,  which  was  then  become,  in  the  ftrict.  Senle 
of  the  Word,  zFafiion,  to  grow  up  into  a  Party  a- 
gain,  and  fuch  a  Party  as  would  divide,  at  leaft,  the 
People  with  Them,  upon  Principles  plaunble  in  thofe 
Days,  and  fufficient  to  raife  a  Spirit,  capable  to  dis- 
appoint all  their  Endeavours. 

The  fame  Refentments  and  Prejudices,  the  fame 
Jealoufies  and  Fears,  which  burft  out  with  Violence, 
upon  many  Occafions,  a  few'  Years  before,  lay  Hill  in 
the  Hearts  of  Men  ;  latent  and  quiet,  indeed,  and 
wearing  out  by  Degrees ;  but  yet  eaiy  to  be  revived, 
and  to  be  blown  up  anew.  If  We  compare  the  Con- 
duel  of  the  long  Parliament  in  1674  and    1675  with. 

the 
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the  Attempts,  which  had  been  lately  made,  during 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Cabal  1  with  the  Secret.,  of 
the  fecond  Dutch  War,  and  many  other  Defigns  and 
Practices  of  the  Court,  which  were  then  come  lately 
and  very  authentically  to  Light  ',  with  the  State  of 
Scotland,  which  was  then  fubdued  under  a  real  Ty- 
ranny ;  and  with  That  of  Ireland,  where,  to  fay  no 
more,  the  A5t  of  Settlement  was  but  ill  obferved ;  if 
We  "make  this  Companion,  it  will  not  yet  appear 
that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  im- 
moderate, though  they  were  warm,  nor  factious,  tho* 
they  were  vigorous,  nor  that  any  Danger  could  be 
then  reafonably  apprehended  from  them,  except  to  the 
Enemies  of  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State;  and 
yet  even  then  the  old  Refentments,  Prejudices,  Jea- 
louiies  and  Fears  began  to  revive ;  and  an  Apprehen- 
fion  of  falling  back  under  the  Influence  of  Presbyte- 
rian and  Republican  Principles  began  to  (hew  itfelf  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  in  the  Nation.  It  is~  true  that 
This  had  no  immediate  Confequencej  becaufe  the  Pe~ 
pifb  Plot  broke  out  foon  afterwards  like  a  mighty 
Flame,  in  which  thefe  little  Fires,  that  began  to  burn 
anew,  were  loft.  This  great  Event  made  the  Church 
and  the  Dijfenters  continue  to  run  into  one,  as  They 
had  begun  to  do  before  ;  and  the  fole  Divilion  of  Par- 
ties was  That  of  the  Court  and  the  Country,  as  long 
as  this  Parliament  lafted.  But  ftill  it  was  evident  with 
how  delicate  an  Hand  every  Thing,  that  related  to 
our  former  Difputes,  required  to  be  touch'd.  It  was 
evident  that  the  leaf*  Alarm  given  to  the  Church,  or  to 
Thole,  who  valued  Themfelves  on  the  Principles  of 
loyalty  then  in  Fafhion,  would  be  fufficient  to  open 
thofe  Wounds,  which  were  juft  skinn'd  over,  and  to 
raife  two  new  Parties,  out  of  the  Allies  of  the  old. 

Thefe  Parties  were  not  railed,  whilft  the  long  Par- 
liament late  ;  becaufe  a  general  Opinion.  prevailed,  and 
well  enough  founded  on  their  precedent  Conduct,    that 
however  angry   the  King  might  be  with  the  Parlia- 
ment} 
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mint,  or  the  Parliament  with  the  King,  a  few  popular 
Steps  made  on  one  Side,  and  a  little  Money  granted 
on  the  other,  would  foften  Matters  between  Them, 
and  difpofe  Them  to  forget  all  former  Quarrels.  As 
hot  therefore  as  the  Parliament  grew,  and  as  much  as 
•iome  People  might  think  that  They  exceeded  their 
Bounds ;  yet  dill  it  was  difficult  to  perfuade  even  thele 
People  that  a  Parliament,  like  This,  would  pufh 
Things  to  the  lad  Extremity  ;  deftroy  the  Conftitutim  ■ 
They  had  fettled  and  fupported  with  fo  much  Zeal  ; 
or  draw  the  Sword  againft  a  Prince,  to  whom  They 
had  borne  fo  much  Affection.  But  in  the  Parliaments, 
which  foilow'd,  the  Cafe  was  not .  the  fame ;  and  I 
will  ftate  as  ihortly  as  I  can,  upon  Authorities,  which 
no  Man  likely  to  contradict  Me  muft  refufe,  What 
made  the  Difference.  Thefe  Authorities  mall  be  That 
of  Burnet,  and  That  of  Rapin  ;  whom  I  quote,  on  this 
Occafion,  for  the  fame  Reafon  as  I  would  quote  my 
Lord  Clarendon  againft  King  Charles  the  i  ft,  or  Lud- 
low for  Him. 

In  the  Year  1676,  before  We  have  Grounds  fuffi- 
cknt  to  affirm  that  the  Defign  of  [  a  ]  excluding  the 
Duke  of  York  was  form'd,  but  not  before  We  have 
Reafon  to  fufpeet  that  it  might  be  in  the  Thoughts 
offeveral,  Thofe,  who  flood  foremoft  in  the  Oppo- 
sition to  the  Court?  were  very  induftrious  to  procure 
a  DifTolution  of  the  long  Parliament ;  fo  induftrious, 
that  They  [  b  ]  negotiated  the  Affair  with  the  Duke, 
who  had  concurr'd  in  a  Vote  for  an  Addrefs  to  diflblve 
it ;  and  They  undertook,  [  c  ]  that  a  new  Parliament 
Jhould  be  more  incline  able  to  grant  the  Papifts  a  To- 
leration',  than  They  would  ever  find  This  would  prove. 
The  Papifts  were  in  Earned  for  this  Meafure ;  fince 
Coleman  drew  a  Declaration  for  jufiifying  it,  and  fince 
their  Defign  in  it  zvas  to  divide  the  \_d~\   King  and 

his 
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bis  People.  It  is  fair  to  conclude  that  the  Proteftants, 
who  had  been  in  it  at  the  Time  I  mention,  upon 
Party  Views,  were  at  leaf!  as  much  fo,  ;  when  their 
Views  rofe  higher.  This  Parliament  had  pufh'd  a 
flricvt  and  thorough  Examination  into  the  Popijb  Plot, 
with  great  Sincerity  and  Zeal.  Nay,  the  Project  of 
■the  Exclufion  had  been  ftarted,  though  not  profecu- 
ted,  in  the  laft  Seilion.  May  We  not  take  it  for  grant- 
ed however  that  They,  who  were  now  refolved  to 
carry  the  Exclufim  in  the  Manner,  in  which  They 
foon  attempted  to  carry  it,  and  who  forefaw  by  Con- 
ference the  Difficulties,  that  would  be  oppofed  to 
Them,  and  the  ftrong  Meafures  They  mould  be  obli- 
ged to  purfue,  in  order  to  overcome  thefe  Difficul- 
ties ;  I  fay,  might  not  They  think  this  Parliament 
much  lefs  proper  than  any  other  to  engage  and  peril  ft. 
in  fuch  Meafures  ?  They  thought  thus,  without  doubt ; 
and  fo  far  They  judged  better  that  the  King,  who 
came  into  the  Dijfolutwn,  upon  very  different  Motives. 
But  as  to  the  Confequence  of  engaging  a  new .  Parlia- 
ment in  fuch  ftrong  Meafures,  the  Event  fhew'd  that 
the  King  judged  better  than  They,  in  the  Progrefs  of 
this  Affair. 

The  Dijfenters,  who  had  been   long    perfecuted    by 
the  Parliament,  and  banter'd  and  abufed   by  the  Court, 
were  encouraged  by  the  Conjuncture  to  lift   up   their 
Heads.     They  took  Advantage  of  the  Honour  and  In- 
dignation,  which   the  Difeoveiy    of  the  Popijh  Plot, 
and  the  Ufe  made    of  this   Dilcovery,    had   raifed  all 
over  the  Kingdom.     They  could  not  be  more  zealous 
in    this   Cauie  than    the  Members   of    the  efiablijh'>d 
Church  had  fhewn  Themfelves  to  be ;  but  They  cry'd, 
perhaps,  louder  for  it.  In  ihort,  whatever  their  Ma- 
nagement was,  or  however  They  were  abetted,  certain 
it  is  that  They  were  very  active,  and  veiy   fuccefsful 
roo,    in  the  Elections  of  the  parliament,    which  fol- 
lowed the  long  Parliament,  according  to  Rapin,    who 
afierts  that  many  of  the  Members,    chofen  into   this 

Houie 
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Houfe  of  Commons  were  Presbyterians.  He  might 
have  faid  as  much,  upon  juft  as  good  Grounds,  of  the 
two  Parliaments,  which  follow'd  This,  and  I  fhall 
fpeak  of  them  indifcriminately.  The  Leaders,  who 
mufterM  all  their  Forces,  in  order  to  puih  the  Bill  of 
Exclujion,  look'd  on  this  Turn  in  the  Elections  as  an 
Advantage  to  Them  ;  and  it  might  not  have  been  a 
Difadvantage,  if  They  and  the  Diffenters  had  impro- 
ved it  with  more  Moderation.  But  They  were  fo  far 
from  doing  fo,  as  Rapin  himfelf  feems  to  own  a  little 
unwillingly,  that  Complaifanee  for  the  Presbyterians  was 
carried  perhaps  too  far,  in  the  Bill  for  the  Compreben- 
fion  ofProtejiant  Diffenters.  Bifhop  Burnet  fpeaks  more 
plainly.  He  owns  that  many  began  to  declare  openly  in 
Favour  of  the  Non-  Con  form  ifts ; .  that  upon  This  the 
Non-Conformiils  behaved  Themf elves  very  indecently  % 
that  They  fell  fever ely  on  the  Body  of  the  Clergy  *,  and 
They  made  the  Bijbops  and  Clergy  apprehend  that  a  Re- 
bellion, a?id  with  it  the  pulling  the  Church  to  Pieces, 
was  dejign'd.  Several  other  PafTages  of  the  lame 
Strength,  and  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  might  be  collected 
from  this  Hijlorian ;  and  He,  who  reads  them,  will 
not  be  furprized,  I  think,  to  find  that  fuch  Proceed-- 
ings  as  Thefe,  both  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it,  gave 
an  Alarm  to  the  Clergy,  and  jet  Thejn  to  make  Paral- 
lels between  the  late  and  the  prefent  Times',  and  to  in- 
fufe  the  Fears  and  the  Paffions,  "which  agitated  Them, 
into  the  Nation*  The  Bifbop  accufes  Them,  indeed, 
of  doing  This  with  much  Indecency,  But  They,  who 
are  frighten'd  out  of  their  Wits,  will  be  apt  to  be  inde- 
cent', and   Indecency  begets   Indecency. 

At  the  fame  Time,  that  thefe  Jealoufies  of  a  Defign 
to  deltroy  the  Church  prevaii'd,  others  prevaii'd  like- 
wile  of  a  Defign  to  alter  the  Government  of  the  State  ', 
of  a  Defign  not  only  againll  the  Succefor,  but  againft 
the  Poffcffor  of  the  Crown.  Many  well-meaning  Men, 
fays  Bifhop  Burnet  upon  one  Occafion,  began  to  d  if  ike 
thefe  Practices,  and  to  apprehind  that  a  Change  of  Go- 
vernment . 
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vernment  was  defign'd. The   King  came  to  think 

Himfelf,  fays  the  fame  Author  upon  another  Occafion, 
lev  ell  d  at  chiefly,  though  for  Decency*  s  Sake  his  Brother 
was  only  named.  Rapin  goes  farther  ;  for,  fpeaking  of 
the  fame  Times,  He  ufes  this  remarkable  Expreffion  ; 
that  Things  feenfd  to  be  taking  the  fame  Courfe  as  in 
the  Tear  1640  ;  and  that  there  was  Reafon  to  think 
that  the  oppofmg  Party  had  no  better  Intentions  to- 
wards the  King  now  than  the  Enemies  of  King  Charles 
the  ifl  had  towards  Him.  But  whatever  fome  parti- . 
cular  Men,  who  knew  Themfelves  irreconcileable  with 
the  King,  as  well  as  the  Duke,  or  fome  Others,  who 
had  {till  about  Them  a  Tang  of  religious  Enthuliafm 
and  Republican  Whimfies,  might  intend  ;  I  am  far 
from  thinking  that  the  Party,  who  promoted  the  Ex- 
dufion,  meant  to  deflroy,  on  the  contrary  it  is  plain 
that  They  meant  to  preferve,  by  that  very  Meafure, , 
the  Conjlitution  in  Church  and  State.  The  Reafon 
why  I  quote  thefe  Paffages,  and  refer  to  others  of  the 
fame  Kind,  is  not  to  fhew  what  was  really  defign'd, 
but  what  was  apprehended  ;  for  as  the  Diitinclion  of 
Whig  and  Tory  fubfifted  long  after  the  real  Differences 
were  extinguifn'd,  fo  w 'ere  thefe  Parties  at  flrit.  divi- 
ded, not  fo  much  by  Overt  acls  committed,  as  by  the 
Apprehenfions,  which  each  of  Them  entertain'd  of  the 
Intentions  of  the  Other.  When  the  Refolution  was  once 
taken  of  rejecting  all  Limitations,  on  the  Belief  art- 
fully and,  I  think,  knaviihly  propagated,  that  the 
King  would  yield,  if  the  Parliament  perfifted  ;  the  ne- 
cefTary  Conlequences  of  the  King's  adhering  inflexi- 
bly to  his  Brother,  were  Thofe,  which  follow'd  ; 
thole  Fulmina  Parliament  aria,  harm  Votes,  angry  Pro- 
ceedings, Addreffes  that  were  in  Truth  Remonitran- 
ces,  Projects  of  Affociations,  Pretenfions  to  a  Power 
of  dispensing  with  the  Execution  of  Laws  \  that  very 
Prerogative  They  had'  fo  juitly  refilled  to  the  Crown  > 
and  many  others,  which  1  omit.  All  thefe  would  have 
been  Brails  of  Wind,  btuta  Fulr/jina,  no  more,  if  the 
Vox,.  XII.  E  feing 
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King  had  yielded;  and  that  they  were  puhYd  in  this 
Confidence  by  the.  Bulk  of  the  Party,  who  pufh'd 
them,  cannot  be  doubted  ;  fince  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  Bulk  of  the  Party  depended  on  the  King's 
yielding  almoft,  perhaps,  even  to  the  laft.  Some  few 
might  be  willing,  nay  defirous,  that  He  mould  not 
yield,  and  hope  to  bring  Things  into  a  State  of  Con- 
fufion;  which  none  but  Madmen,  or  Thofe,  whom 
their  Crimes  or  their  Fortunes  render  defperate,  can 
ever  wifh  to  fee.  But  it  would  be  hard  indeed,  if 
Parties  were  to  be  characterized,  not  by  their  com- 
mon View,  or  the  general  Tenour  of  their  Conduct, 
but  by  the  private  Views  imputed  to  fome  amongft 
Them,  or  by  the  particular  Sallies,  into  which  Mis- 
take, Surprize,  or  Paffion,  hath  fometimes  betjayM 
the  beft-intentionM,  and  even  the  beft  conduced  Bodies 
of  Men.  Whig  and  Tory  were  how  formM  into  Par- 
ties ;  but  I  think  They  were  not  now,  nor  at  any  ether 
Time,  what  They  believed  one  another,  nor  what 
They  have  been  reprefented  by  their  Enemies,  nay 
by  their  Friends.  The  Whigs  were  not  Roundheads, 
though  the  Meafures-  They  purfued,  being  ftronger 
than  the  Temper  of  the  Nation  would  then  bear, 
gave  Occafion  to  the  Sufpicions  I  have  mention'd. 
The  Tories  were  not  Cavaliers*  though  They  took 
the  Alarm  fo  Hidden  and  fo  warm  for  the  Church  and 
the  King  ;  and  though  They  carried  the  Principles  in 
Favour  of  the  King,  at  leait,  whilft  the  Heat  of  their 
Contefts  with  the  oppofite  Party  lafted,  higher  than 
they  had  been  ever  carried  before.  The  Whigs  were 
not'  Dif enters,  nor  Republicans,  though  They  favour'd 
the  former,  and  though  fome  inconflderable  Remains 
of  the  latter  might  find  Shelter  in  their  Party.  The 
Tories  had  no  Difpofition  to  become  Slaves,  or  Papijls, 
though  They  abetted  the  Exercife  of  an  exorbitant 
Power  by  the  Crozvn,  and  though  They  fupported 
the  Pretenfions  of  a  Popijb  SucccJJbr  to  it.  —  Thus  I 
think  about  the  Par  tits,  which  arok  in  the  Reign  of 

Char  it;- 
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Charles  the  2d ;  and  as  I  deliver  my  Thoughts  with 
Franknefs,  I  hope  they  will  be  received  with  Candour. 
Some  farther  and  ftronger  Reaions  for  receiving  them 
fo  may,  perhaps,  appear  in  a  fubfequent  Paper. 
0/  I  am,  S  I R,  C5V. 
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The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 
To    CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Efp 
S  I  R, 

F  King  Charles  the  2d  could  have 
been  prevail'd.  upon  to  facri£ce  the  chi- 
merical divine  Right  of  his  Brother  to 
the  real  Intereft,  and  Right  too,  of 
his  People ;  that  happy  Event  would 
have  made  Him  ample  Amends  in  fu- 
ture Eafe  and  Quiet,  and  the  Nation  in  future  Secu- 
rity, for  all  precedent  Diibrders,  Dangers,  and  Fears 
of  Danger.  But  inflead  of  This,  He  was  every  Day 
confirm'd  in  the  Refolution  of  not  giving  up,  directly 
and  in  Terms,  that  Righ't  in  his  Brother,  which  He 
thought  reflected  Strength  on  his  own.  The  very 
Meaiures,  taken  to  force  Him  to  fubmit,  enabled  Him 
to  refill.  The  oppofite  Spirit  fpent  itfelf  in  Blood  and 
Violence.  The  Spirit  for  Him  rofe  viiibly  in  the 
Nation  ;  and  He  faw  very  foon  the  Time  approach, 
when  He  might  venture  to  appeal  to  his  People  againil 
his  Parliament.  This  Time  was  come,  when  Men 
were  once  convinced  that  a  Country  Party  prevail'd 
no  longer,  but  that  Faction  had  taken  its  Place.  Many 
Appearances,  which  I  have  not  Room  to  enumerate, 
ferved  to  propagate  this  Opinion  ;  particularly  the  Be- 
haviour and  almoft.  avow'd  Pretentions  of  the  Duke 
q£  Monmouth  j  which  were  carried  on,  even  in  Defy- 
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ance  of  the  folemn  Declaration  made   by   the  King, 
that  He  had  never  married  the  DukeV  Mother. 

Some  of  the  worthiefl  and  warmeft  Men,  who  were 
engaged  for  the  Exclufton,  complain'd  Themfelves,  even 
from   the  firft,  of  the  private  Interefts  and  factious  In- 
trigues, which  prevail'd  among  ft  Them.     I  muft  con- 
fefs   (  fays  a  very  conftderable  Man,  who  laid  down  his 
Life  for  this   Caufe    afterwards,   and    whofe  original 
Letter    is   ftill  extant)  /  muft  ronfefs,  I  do  not  know 
three  Men  of  a  Mindi  and  that  a  Spirit   of  Giddinefs 
reigns  among  ft  Us,  far  beyond  any  I  have   ever  obfer- 
ved  in  my  Life ;  and  yet  He  had  lived  and  acled  in  as 
factious   a  Time,  as   this  Nation  ever  faw.     He   pro- 
ceeds; Some  look  who  is  fitteft  to  fucceed. — Tbey  are 
for  the  moft  Part  divided  between    the  Prince  of  O- 
range,  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.     The   iirft  hath 
■plainly  the  moft  plaufible  Title.  —  /  need  not  tell  Tou 
the  Reafons  againft  Monmouth.      The  ft  rouge  ft  fir  Hi?n 
are,  that  whoever  is  cppofed  to  York  will  have  a  good 
Party  ;  and  all  Scotland,   which  is  every  Day  like  to 
he  in  Arms,  doth  certainly  favour  Him,  and  may  proba- 
bly be  of  as  much   Importance  in  the  Troubles,  that  are 
vow  likely  to  fall  upon  us,  as  They  were  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  I  aft.     Others  are  only  upon  Negatives,  Sec. 
I  could  eafily  multiply   Proofs  of  this  Kind ;  but  I 
think  I  need   not  take  any   Pains  to  ihew  that  there 
was  fuch  a  Faction    form'd   at   this  Time ;   nor    to  re- 
fute Welwood^  who  aiferts  that  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
was  not  ambitious  to  the  Degree  of  a/pi  ring  to  the  Crown, 
till  after  his  Landing  in  the   Weft.     1  will    only    re- 
mark that   the  Efforts  of  this  Faclion  amongft   Thofe, 
who   drove   on   the  Bill  of  Exclufton,  furnifh'd    ano- 
ther Motive  to   the  Divifion  and   Animolity  of  Par- 
ties.   The  Tories,  who  had   divided  from   the  Others, 
on  Jealouiies  of  Defigns  to  change    the  Conftitution  in 
Church   and  State,   began  now    to  apprehend  that  the 
oppofite  Party  might  fucceed  in  another  View,  and  fet 
up  a  King  of  their  own  "Nomination.    A  Notion  then 
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entertained  by  many,  that  the  worfe  Title  a  Man  had, 
the  better  King  He  was  likely  to  make,  did  not  perfuade 
Them.  They  had  fuffer'd  under  the  Tyranny  of  a 
Party  ;  many  of  Them  had  been  Themfelves  the  Abet- 
tors of  a  P  arty- Adminifl  ration ;  and  They  fear'd  with 
Reafon  a  Party-King.  Thus  perfonal  Interefts  were 
mingled  on  both  Sides  with  publick  Confiderations ; 
and  the  Duke  of  York  gain'd  a  great  Number  of  Adhe- 
rents, not  by  Affeclion  to  Him,  but  by  an  Averfion  to 
Monmouth  ;  which  increafed  among  the  Tories,  in  Pro- 
portion as  the  Duke's  Popularity  increafed  among  the 
Whigs  ;  not  by  any  favourable  Difpoiition  in  the  To- 
ries to  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power ;  but  by  a  Dread,  as 
I  have  obferved  already,  of  returning  in  the  leaft  De- 
gree under  the  Influence  of  thofe  Principles  and  the 
Power  of  thofe  Men,  whofe  Yoke  had  gall'd  the  Necks 
of  many,  that  were  ilill  alive  and  ac~live  on  the  Stage 
of  publick  Affairs.  Men  grew  jealous  of  the  Defign9 
( fays  Bifhop  Burnet,  fpeaking  of  Monmouth's  Popularity) 
and  fancy  d  here  was  a  new  civil  War  to  be  raifed. 
Upon  This,  They  joined  with  the  Duke's  Party ;  meaning 
the  Duke  of  York's. 

I  fay  nothing  of  the  Apprehenfions  entertain'd  on  one 
Side,  and  the  Expectations  entertain'd  on  the  other, 
from  Scotland;  becaufe  though  there  was,  even  in  the 
Beginning  of  thefe  Struggles,  a  Concert  between  Thofe, 
who  were  opprefs'd  by  the  Court  there,  and  Thofe* 
who  oppofed  it  here,  which  grew  afterwards  into  a 
cloler  Correfpondence,.  and  became  riper  for  Action  ; 
yet  the  feditious  Spirit,  that  gave  Occafion  to  thefe  Ap- 
prehenfions and  Expectations,  was  rouzed  and  exafpe- 
■rated  by  the  Inhumanity  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdak  \ 
who,  though  a  Presbyterian  himfelf,  was  the  Butcher 
of  that  Party  ;  pufh'd  the  warmeft  of  Them  into  in- 
juftinable  ExcefTes ;  revived  their  filly  Zeal  for  the  Co- 
venant ;  and  wrought  up  their  Enthufiafm  even  to  AJJaf- 
fi nation  and  Rebellion.  Let  me  only  obferve,  that 
This  was  plainly  the  Fault  of  the  Court,  and  could  not 
E  3  therefore 


54  2T&*    C-R  AFTSMAN.      N°  39O* 

therefore  be  imputed  to  the  Whigs,  whatever  Ufe  fome 
of  that  Party  might  propofe  to  make  of  fuch  a  Difpofi- 
tion.  The  Violence  of  the  Conventhlers  was  founded 
high,  in  order  to  palliate  the  Severities  exercifed  in  the 
Government  of  that  Kingdom.  But  the  reafonable  Men 
of  all  Parties  thought  then,  as  They  think  now,  and 
always  will  think,  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  Thofe,  who 
govern,  to.difcern  the  Spirit  of  the  People  ;  to  confi- 
der  even  their  PaJJions ;  to  have  a  Regard  to  their 
Weakneffes ;  and  to  mew  Indulgence  to  their  Preju- 
dices ;  and  that  Minifters,  who  punifh  what  They  might 
prevent,  are  more  culpable  than  They,  who  offend.  .. 
As  the  two  Parties  were  form'd,  fo  was  their  Divijiott 
maintained  by  mutual  Jealoufies  and  Fears ;  which  are 
often  fufficient  to  nourifh  themfelves,  when  they  have 
once  taken  Root  in  the  Mind  j  and  which  were,  at 
this  Time,  watered  and  cultivated  with  all  the  factious 
Induilry  poffible.  The  moll  improbable  Reports,  the 
moll  idle  Surmifes,  carry'd  about  in  Whifpers,  were 
fufficient  (as  I  might  eafily  Ihew  in  various  Inilances) 
to  raife  a  panick  Terror  in  one  Party,  or  the  other.  In 
both,  there  were  but  too  many  Perfons  on  the  Watch, 
to  improve  and  to  propagate  thefe  Terrors,  and  by  a  fre- 
quent Repetition  of  fuch  Impreilions  to  raife  the  Alarm 
and  the  Hatred  0$  Parties  to  the  higheil  Pitch.  He, 
who  went  about  to  allay  this  extreme  Ferment,  was 
call'd  a  Trimmer  1  and  He,  who  was  in  Truth  a  com- 
mon Friend,  was  fare  of  being  treated  like  a  common 
Enemy.  Some,  who  voted  for  the  Bill  ofExcluJion, 
were  very  far  from  being  heartily  for  it ;  but  I  have 
feen  good  Reafons  to  believe,  and  fuch  there  are  even 
in  our  publick  Relations,  that  fome  of  Thofe,  who  voted 
againft  it,  and  declared  for  Limitations,  concurr'd  in 
the  End,  though  They  differ'd  in  the  Means,  with 
Thofe,  who  promoted  the  Bill.  And  yet  fuch  Men 
were  conftantly  mark'd  out  as  Favourers  of  Popery  and 
Enemies  to  their  Country.  Thus  in  the  other  Party, 
Men,   who  had  no  other  View   but  That  of  fecuring 

their 
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their  Religion  and  Liberty,  and  who  meant  nothing 
more  than  to  force  the  Court  into  fuch  Complyances,  as 
They  judged  neceffary  to  eftablifh  this  Security,  were 
ftigmatized  with  the  opprobrious  Names  olPanatick 
and  Republican.  Thus  it  happen'd  in  thofe  Days ; 
and  thus  it  happens  in  ours ;  when  any  Man,  who  de- 
clares againft  a  certain  Per/on,  againft.  whom  the  Voice 
of  the  Nation  hath  already  declared,  or  complains  of 
things,  which  are  fo  notorious,  that  no  Man  in  the 
Nation  can  deny  them,  is  fure  to  be  followed  by  the 
Cry  of  Jacobitijm,  or  Republic  a7iifm.  But  there  is  a 
great  Difference,  God  be  praifed,  between  the  two 
Cafes.  The  prefent  Cry,  being  void  of  Pretence,  is 
therefore  without  Ejfecl.  It  is  heard  in  few  Places, 
and  believed  only  in  one.  —  But  to  return  ; 

When  the  Nation  was  divided  in  this  Manner,  the 
Heat  of  the  Parties  increafed  as  their  Corned  lafted, 
according  to  the  ufual  Courfe  of  Things.  New  En- 
gagements were  daily  taken  ;  new  Provocations  and 
Offences  were  daily  given.  Publick  Difputes  begot 
private  Pique  ;  and  private  Pique  fupported  publick 
Difputes  with  greater  Rancour  and  Obftinacy.  The 
oppofiie  Principles,  advanced  by  the  two  Parties,  were 
carry'd  higher  and  higher,  as  They  grew  more  in- 
flamed ;  and  the  Meafures  They  purfued,  in  order  to 
get  the  better  each  of  his  Adverfary,  without  overmuch 
Regard  to  any  other  Confequence,  became  ftronger  and 
ftronger,  and  perhaps  equally  dangerous.  The  Meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament  at  Oxford  had  a  Kind  of  hoftile 
Appearance ;  and  as  foon  as  Parliaments  vjere  laid  afide, 
which  happen'd  on  the  fudden  and  indecent  Diflblu- 
tion  of  This,  the  Appearance  grew  worfe.  No  Secu- 
rity having  been  obtain'd,  by  Parliamentary  Methods, 
againft  the  Danger  of  a  Popijh  SucceJJbr  ;  it  is  probable 
that  They,  who  look'd  on  theie  Dangers  as  neareft  and 
greater!,  began  to  carl  about  how  They  might  fecure. 
Themfelves  and  their  Country  againft  them,  by  Me- 
thods of  another  Kind ,  fuch  as  extreme  Neceflity,  and 

nothing 


S« 


The  Craftsman.    N°  390. 


nothing  but  extreme  Neceffity  can  authorize.  Such 
Methods  were  happily  purfued  and  attended  with  glo- 
rious Succefs,  a  few  Years  afterwards,  when  this  Sue- 
eeffion  had  taken  Place ;  and,  by  taking  Place,  had  ju- 
ftify'd  all,  that  had  been  faid  againft  it,  or  foreboded  of 
it ;  when  the  Nation  was  ripe  for  Refiftance,  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange  ready  and  able,  from  a  Multitude  of 
fortunate,  concurring  Circumftances,  to  fupport  fo  great 
an  Enterprize.  But  the  Attempts,  which  were  wife  at 
ene  Time,  would  have  been  defperate  at  the  other ;  and 
the  Meafures,  which  produced  a  Revolution,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  James,  would  have  produced,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles,  a  civil  War  of  uncertain  Event  at 
beft ;  I  fay  of  uncertain  Event  at  belt  j  becaufe  it  feems 
to  Me  that  whoever  revolves  in  his  Thoughts  the  State 
of  England  and  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  Situation  of  our 
Neighbours  on  the  Continent,  at  that  Time,  muft  be  of 
Opinion  that  if  the  Quarrel  about  the  Exclufion  had 
broke  out  into  a  War,  the  beft  Caufe  would  have  been 
the  worft  fupported.  The  King,  more  united  than  ever 
with  his  Brother,  would  have  prevail'd.  What  was 
projefted  in  1670,  and  perhaps  more  than  was  then 
intended,  would  have  been  eftecled' ;  and  the  Religion 
and  Liberty  of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  deftroy'd 
by  Coniequence.  We  cannot  fay,  and  it  would  be  Pre- 
emption to  pretend  to  guefs,  how  far  the  Heads  of 
Party  had  gone,  in  Scotland,  or  in  England,  into  Mea- 
fures for  employing  Force.  Perhaps,  little  more  had 
pafs'd,  in  which  They,  who  became  the  principal  Sacri- 
fices, were  any  Way  concerned,  than  rafh  Difcourie 
about  dangerous,  but  rude,  indigeiled  Schemes ;  ftarted 
by  Men  of  wild  Imaginations,  or  defperate  Fortunes ; 
and  rather  hearken' d  to  than  affented  to  ;  nay,  pofEbly, 
defpifed  and  neglected  by  Them.  But  the  Court,  who 
wanted  a  Plot  to  confirm  and  increafe  their  Party,  and 
to  turn  the  popular  Tide  in  their  Favour,  took  the 
firft  Opportunity  of  having  one  ;  which  was  foon  fur- 
nim'd  to  Them  by  the  imprudent  but  honeft  Zeal   of 
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Some,  and  by  the  Villany,  as  well  as  Madnefs  of  Others ; 
and  They  profecuted  it  fo  feverely,  with  the  Help  of 
*  forward  Sheriffs,  willing  Juries,  boldWitneJJes,  and 
mercenary  Judges,  that  it  anfwer'd  all  their  Ends.  The 
Defign  of  arTaflinating  the  King  and  the  Duke  was  cer- 
tainly confined  to  a  few  defperate  Villains ;  but  -f  too 
many  had  heard  it  from  Them,  who  were  both  fo  foolift 
and  fo  wicked,  as  not  to  difcover  Them  ;  and  This  re- 
flected great  Prejudice,  though  I  doubt  not  in  many 
Cafes  very  unjufUy,  againft  all  Thofe,  who  had  acted 
upon  better  Principles,  but  yet  were  involved  in  thefe 
Prolecutions. 

As  this  Event  difarm'd,  difpirited  and  broke  one 
Party ;  Co  it  ftrengthen'd,  animated  and  united  the 
other.  The  Tories,  who  look'd  on  the  Dangers  They 
apprehended  from  the  Whigs  to  be  greater  and  nearer 
than  Thofe,  which  They  had  apprehended,  as  well  as 
the  Whigs,  before  this  new  Diviiion  of  Parties,  from  a 
Popijh  SucceJJion,  were  now  confirm'd  in  their  Preju- 
dices. Under  this  Periuafion,  They  run  headlong  into 
all  the  Meafures,  which  were  taken  for  enlarging  the 
King's  Authority,  and  fecuring  the  Crown  to  the  Duke 
of  York.  The  Principles  of  divine,  hereditary  Rights 
of  Pajfive  Obedience  and  Non-Reffanee  were  revived 
and  propagated  with  greater  Zeal  than  ever.  'Not  only 
the  wild  Whimnes  of '  Enthufiafis,  of  Schoolmen  and  Phi- 
lofophers,  but  the  plaineft  Dictates  of  Reajon  were  lb- 
lemnly  condemn'd,  in  Favour  of  them,  by  learned 'and 
reverend  Bodies  of  Men ;  who  little  thought  that  in  five 
Years  Time,  That  is  in  1688,  They  fnould  adi  confor- 
mably to  fome  of  the  very  Proportions,  which  at  this 
Time  They  declared  falfe,  feditious  and  impious. 

In  ihort,  the  Guelphs  and  Gibellines  were  not  more 
animated  againft  each  other,  at  any  Time,  than  the 
Tories  and  Whigs  at  This ;  and  in  fuch  a  national  Tem- 
per, confiderable  Steps  were  made,  as   they  well  might 
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be,  towards  the  Deftruclion  of  our  Conftitution.  One 
of  thole,  which  Rapin  enumerates  and  infills  upon  very 
gravely,  can  fcarce  be  mention'd  without  fmiling.  The 
King,  fays  He,  in  order  to  make  his  People  fed  the 
Slavery  He  had  nearly  impofed  on  Them,  affecled  to 
review  his  Troops  ;  and  thefe  Troops  amounted,  by 
the  Return  of  the  Garrifon  of  Tangier,  to  4.000  Men, 
effective,  and  well-ami \l.  The  Whigs,  indeed,  in  thofe 
Days,  were  fo  averfe  to  standing  Armies,  that 
They  thought  even  thofe  Troops,  commonly  call'd 
Guards,  unlawful ;  and  Bifhop  Burnet  argues,  in  his 
Reflections  on  my  Lord  RuJfePs  Tryal,  that  a  Deflgn 
to  feize  on  Them  amounted  to  no  more  than  a  Deflgn  to 
feize  on  a  Part  cf  the  King's  Army.  But  it  is  poffible 
that  the  Tories,  who  had  JhewM  their  Diflike  offland- 
ing  Armies  fufficiently  in  the  long  Parliament,  might 
think  it  however  no  unreafonable  Thing,  when  Deligns 
of Tnfurreclions  and  even  of  AJaJfi nations  had  come  fo 
lately  to  Light,  that  a  Nnmber  of  regular  Troops,  fuifi- 
cient  to  defend  the  Perfon  of  the  King,  but  not  mfficient 
to  opprefs  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  five  times  lefs 
than  We  have  fince  feen  kept  up,  in  the  mid  ft  of  the 
moft  fecure  Tranquility,  mould  be  wink'd  at,  till  thofe 
Diflempers  were  intirely  over. 

Another  Step,  which  the  fame  Author  mentions,  was 
indeed  of  the  greateft  Conference,  and  laid  the  Axe 
to  the  Root,  of  all  our  Liberties  at  once,  by  giving  the 
Crown  fuch  an  Influence  over  the  Elections  of  Mem~ 
bers  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  as  could  not  fail  to  deflroy 
that  Independency,  by  which  alone  the  Freedom  of  our 
Government  hath  been,  and  can  be  fupported.  I  mean 
the  Proceedings  by  Quo  Warranto,  and  the  other  Me- 
thods taken  to  force,  or  perfuade  the  Corporations  to 
furrender  their  old  Charters,  and  accept  new  ones,  un- 
der fuch  Limitations  and  Conditions,  as  the  King 
thought  fit  to  innovate.  Thefe  Proceedings  were  vio- 
lent j  the  Judgme?its  upon  them  arbitrary ;  and  the 
other  Methods  employed   fcandalous.     But  fliil  it  was 

the 
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the  End,  it  was  the  Confequence,  that  alarm'd  and  ter- 
rify'd  all  Thofe,  who  had  not  fold  Themfelves  to  the 
Court,  or  who  had  not  loft,  in  their  Zeal  for  Party,  all 
Regard  to  their  Country,  much  more  than  the  Means, 
that  were  employ'd  upon  this  Occafion.  If,  inftead  of 
garbling  Corporations  by  Prerogative,  the  Court  could 
have  purchafed  their  Elections  by  Money,  We  may  rea- 
fonably  believe  that  the  furer  and  more  fiknt  Way 
would  have  been  taken.  But  would  the  Alarm  have 
been  lefs  among  all  the  friends  of  Liberty  ?  Certainly 
not.  They  would  have  feen  that  the  End  was  the 
fame,  and  have  difliked  tbefe  Means  the  more,  for  be- 
ing Jefs  liable  to  Obfervation  and  Clamour.  A  Prince, 
aflerting  an  illegal  and  dangerous  Prerogative,  and  ap- 
plauded for  doing  fo,  and  feconded  in  the  Attempt  by 
a  numerous  Party  in  the  Nation,  carry 'd  no  doubt  a 
very  terrible  Afpect.  But  ftill  there  was  Room  to  hope, 
the  violent  Character  of  the  Duke  of  York  confider'd, 
(and  that  Hope  was  actually  entertain'd  by  many)  that 
the  Party,  who  abetted  thefe  Ufurpations  of  the  Prero- 
gative, might  be  foon  frighten'd  back  again  from  a 
Court  to  a  Country  Inter  eft  ;  in  which  Cafe,  there  was 
Room  to  hope  like  wife,  the  milder  Character  and  bet- 
ter Underftanding  of  the  King  confider'd,  that  the  Evil 
might  be  in  fome  Degree  redrefs'd,  and  the  Confequen- 
tes  of  it  prevented.  It  was  reasonable  for  the  Friends 
if  Liberty  to  expect  that  Men,  who  were  injured* 
would  complain  and  feek  Relief,  on  the  firfl  favourable 
Opportunity.  But  if  They  had  been  corrupted,  and 
the  Practice  of  felling  Eleclions  had  been  once  eita- 
blifhM,  I  imagine  that  the  Friends  of  Liberty  would 
have  thought  the  Cafe  more  defperate. It  is  cer- 
tainly an  eafier  Task,  and  there  is  fomewhat  lefs  pro- 
voking, as  well  as  lefs  dangerous  in  it,  to  flruggle  even 
with  a  great  Prince,  who  Hands  on  Prerogative,  than 
with  a  weak,  but  profligate  Minifter,  if  He  hath  the 
Means  of  Corruption  in  his  Power,  and  if  the  Luxury 
-and  PreftitutiQtt  of  the  Age  have  enabled  Him  to  bring 

it 
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it  into  Fajhion.  Nothing  furely  could  provoke  Men, 
who  had  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  in  their  Souls,  more  than 
to  figure  to  Themfelves  one  of  tbefe  fancy  Creatures  of 
Fortune,  whom  She  raifes  in  the  Extravagance  of  her 
Caprice,  difpatching  his  Emiffaries,  eccleiiaftical  and 
fecular,  like  fo  many  evil  Daemons,  to  the  North  and  to 
the  South,  to  buy  the  Votes  of  the  People  with  the 
Money  of  the  People  ;  and  to  chufe  a  reprefentative 
Body,  not  of  the  People,  but  of  the  Enemy  of  the  People, 
of  Himfelf. 

This  was  not  the  Cafe  at  the  Time  We  are  fpeaking  of. 
It  was  Prerogative,  not  Money,  which  had  like  to  have 
deftroy'd  our  Liberties  then.  Government  was  not 
then  carry'd  on  by  Undertakers,  to  whom  fo  much 
Pozver  was  farm'd  out  for  Returns  of  fo  much  Money, 
and  fo  much  Money  intruded  for  Returns  of  fo  much 
Power.  But  though  the  Cafe  was  not  fo  defperate  ; 
yet  was  it  bad  enough  in  all  Confcience  ;  and  among  all 
the  ExcefTes,  into  which  the  'Tories  ran,  in  Favour  of 
the  Crown,  and  in  Hopes  of  fixing  Dominion  in  their 
own  Party,  their  Zeal  to  fupport  the  Methods  of  gar- 
bling Corporations  was,  in  my  Opinion,  That,  which 
threaten'*!  public k  Liberty  the  moft.  It  hath  been  re- 
proach'd  to  Them  by  many  ;  but  if  among  Tbofe,  who 
reproach'd  Them,  there  Ihould  be  Some,  who  have 
fhared  fince  that  Time  in  the  more  dangerous  Practice 
of  corrupting  Corporations ;  fuch  Men  rauft  have  Fronts 
of  Brafs^  and  deferve  all  the  Indignation,  which  is  due 
to  Iniquity,  aggravated  by  Impudence.  The  Others 
abetted,  in  Faveur  of  a  Prerogative,  luppofed  real  by 
many  in  thole  Days,  and  under  the  Pretence  at  kail 
of  Law,  a  Power,  which  gave  the  Crown  too  much  In- 
fluence in  the  Eleclions  of  Members  of  the  Houje  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  tbefe  Men,  if  there  are  any  fuch,  have  been 
concern'd  in  a  Practice,  for  the  Sake  of  their  own  vile 
Intereft,  which  fpreads  like  a  Gangreen  over  the  whole 
Body  of  a  Nation,  and  to  every  Branch  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and  which   hath    never  fail'd,  in  any  one  In- 
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fiance,  where  it  hath  been  fuffer'd  to  become  the  Bane 
of  Liberty. 

We  have  now  carry'd  the  two  Parties  through  tha£ 
Period  of  Time,  when  the  Conduct  of  both  was  moll 
liable  to  the  Objections  made  to  Them  by  their  Adver- 
farier. »  The  Tories  acted  on  the  moft  abject  Prin* 

ciples  of  Submiffion  to  the  King  ;  and,  on  Thofe  of  here- 
ditary Right,  were  zealous  for  the  Succeflion  of  a  Prince, 
whole  Bigotry  render'd  him  unfit  to  rule  a  Protejlant 
and  a  free  People.  —  The  Whigs  maintained  the 
Power  of  Parliament  to  limit  the  Succejflon  to  the  Crown9 
and  avow'd  the  Principles  of  Refijlance ;  in  which 
They  had  Law,  Example  and  Reafon  for  Them.  But 
then  the  Fury  of  Faction  was  for  doing  That  without 
Parliament,  which  could  only  be  legally  done  by  it ; 
and,  in  order  to  This,  the  Principles  of  Refinance  were 
extended  too  far ;  and  the  hottell  of  the  Party  taking 
the  Lead,  They  acted  in  an  extravagant  Spirit  of  Li- 
fence,  rather  than  a  fiber  Spirit  of  Liberty  ;  and  the 
Madnefs  of  a  Few,  little  inferior  to  That  of  Cromwellh 
Entbufiajls,  difhonour'd  the  whole  Caufe  for  a  Time. 
My  Intention  was  not  to  have  left  Them  here ;  but  to 
have  carry'd  thefe  Obfervations  on  fo  far  as  to  juftify, 
notwithstanding  thefe  Appearance?,  what  is  faid  at  the 
Conclufion  of  my  laft  Letter,  concerning  the  true  Cha- 
racters of  both  Parties.  But  either  the  Abundance.of 
Matter  hath  deceived  Me,  or  I  have  wanted  Skill  and 
Time  to  abridge  it ;  fo  that  I  mull  defer  this  Part  of 
my  Task,  and  crave  your  Indulgence,  as  well  as  That 
of  your  Readers,  for  my  Prolixity. 

I  am,  S  I R,  &c. 
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The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 

To  Caleb    D'Anvers,    Efqt 
SIR, 

Advanced   in  the  firft  of  thefe   EfTa 
fomething  to  this  Effect;   that    ever 
clumfy,  bufy,  bungling  Child  of  Fort un> 
on  whom  She  bellows  the   Means  an 
the  Opportunity  of  corrupting,  may  g 
vern  by  this  infamous  Expedient  ;  a 
having  gratified  his  Ambition  and  Avarice,  may   hav 
s  Chance  to  fecure  Himfelf  from  Punifhment,  by  de 
Itroying  the  Liberties  of  bis  Country.     It  was  advance 
likewife  in  the  fame  Paper,    that  every   Character  i 
not  equally  fit  to  govern  a  People,  by  dividing  Them  5 
becauie  fome  Cunning,  fome  Experience,    nay,  fom 
Skill  to  form,  and  fome  Addrefs  to  conduct  a  Syflem  9 
Fraud,  are  neceffary  in  this  Cafe.  I  perfuade  myfelf, 
that  no  Man,  who  read  that  Paper,  was  at  a  Lofs  t 
find  an  Initance  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  the  firfl  0j 
thefe  Propoftions ;  and  We  have  now  before^  us  another, 
which  may  ferve  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  the  fecond. 

Though  I  do  not  think  the  Deflgns  of  King  Charles 
the  2d.  either  deeply  laid,  or  deeply  fix'd  in  his  own 
Mind ;  yet  in  general  they  were  founded  on  bad 
Principles,  and  directed  to  bad  Ends.  He  deiired  in- 
deed to  be  eafy,  and  to  make  his  People  fo ;  but  then 
He  deiired  both  Thefe  on  fuch  Conditions,  as  were 
inconfifient  with  good  Government,  during  the  whole 
Courfe  of  his  Reign,  and  with  the  Security  of  Reli- 
gion 
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gion  and  Liberty,  during  the  latter  Part  of  it.     We 
have  feen  how  the  intemperate  Conduct  of  many,  and 
the  flagitious  Deligns  of  fome  among  the  Whigs,  weak- 
en'd  their  czvn  Party,  and  gave  new  Strength  and  new 
Provocation  to  the  Other.     But  we  have  not  yet  con- 
fiderM  fome  other  Advantages,    without   which   thefe 
Divifions  could  neither  have  been  fomented,    nor  fup- 
ported   as  they  were.     Now  thefe    Advantages  arofe 
chiefly  from  the  Character  and  Conduct  of  the  King 
himfelf.     If  King  Charles  had  found  the  Nation  plun- 
ged in  Corruption ;  the  People  chufing  their  Reprefen- 
tativesfor  Money,  without  any  other  Regard ;  and  thefe 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  as  well  as   the  Nobility, 
reduced  by  Luxury  to  beg  the  unhallow'd   Alms  of  a 
Court ;  or   to  receive,    like   miferable  Hirelings,    the 
Wages  of  Iniquity  from  a  Minifter ;  if  He  had  found 
the  Nation,  I  fay,  in  this  Condition,    ( which   extra- 
vagant Suppolition  one  cannot  make  without  Horrour  ) 
He  might  have  difhonoufd  her  abroad,  and  impove- 
rifh'd  and  opprefs'd  her  at  home,  though  He  had  been 
the  weakeft  Prince  on  Earth,  and  his  Ministers  the 
moll  odious,  and  contemptible  Men,  that  ever  prefu- 
med  to  be  ambitious.     Our  Fathers  might  have  fallen 
into  Circumftances,  which  compofe  the  very  Quintef- 
fence  of  political  Mifery.     They  might  have  fold  their 
Birth-right  for  Porridge,  that  was  their  own.     They 
might  have  been  bubbled  by   the  foolifh,  bullied  by 
the  fearful,  and  infulted  by  Thoie,  whom  They  de- 
fpifed.     They  would  have  deferved  to  be  Slaves,  and 
They  might  have  been  treated  as  fuch.  When  a  free 
People  crouch,  like  Camels,  to  be  loaded,  the  next  at 
Hand,    no  Matter  who,    mounts  Them,    and  They 
foon  feel  the  Whip,    and  the   Spur  of  their  Tyrant  i 
for  a  Tyrant,  whether  Prince,    or  Minifter,    refembles 
the   Devil  in  many   Refpectsj    particularly  in  This. 
He  is  often  both  the  Tempter  and  Tormentor.  He  makes 
the  Criminal  and  He  punifhes  the  Crime, 

But 
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But  This  was  not  the  State  of  the  Englifh  Nation, 
at  the  Time  we  fpeak  of.  We  were  not  yet  corrupted, 
nor  even  quite  ripe  for  Corruption.  Parties  there  were  ; 
and  the  Contefts  of  thefe  Parties  gave  Occafion  to 
the  Rife  and  Growth  of  Factions ;  fome  of  which  ran 
into  the  moil  feditious  Practices  again  ft  the  Govern- 
ment, and  others  into  the  vileft  SubmifTion  to  it.  But 
Hill  a  Spirit  of  Liberty  remained  in  many,  uncorrupted 
and  unextinguihYd ;  and  fuch  as  work'd  our  national 
Deliverance  in  the  Days  of  Diflrefs,  that  foon  follow'd. 
We  were  freemen  then,  in  the  proper  Senfe  and  full  Ex- 
lent  of  the  Words;  becaufe  not  only  the  Laws,  which 
aliened  our  common  Rights,  were  maintained  and  im- 
proved, bat  private  Independency,  which  can  alone  fup- 
port  publick  Liberty,  under  fuch  a  Government  as 
ours,  was  itfelf  fupported  by  fome  of  that  antient 
OEc&ftomy  and  Simplicity  of  Manners,  that  were  grow- 
ing, but  not  grown,  out  of  Falhion.  Such  a  People, 
as  We  then  were,  could  neither  be  bought  nor  driven  ;  . 
and  I  think  King  Charles  could  not  have  divided  and 
led  Th,tm,  if  He  had  wanted  any  of  the  Qualities  He 
poffeis'd,  or  had  held  another  Conducl  than  He  held. 
Far  fiom  being  proud,  haughty,  or  brutal,  *  He  had 
■not  a  Grain  of  Pride,  or  Vanity  in  his  whole  Compo- 
Jttion;  but  was  the  molt  affable,  beft  bred  Man  alive. 
He  treated  his  Subjedls  like  Noblemen,  like  Gentlemen, 
like  Freemen^  not  like  Vajfals,  or  Boors.  Whatever  No- 
tion He  had  of  his  hereditary  Right,  He  own'd  his 
Obligation  for  the  Crown  He  wore  to  his  People,  as 
much  as  He  would  have  been  bound  to  do,  in  Reafon, 
in  Juflice,  in  Honour,  and  in  Prudence,  if  He  had 
flood  at  the  greatefl:  Diftance  from  it  in  the  Courfe  of 
lineal  Succeffion,  and  had  been  call'd  to  it  from  the 
low  State,  in  which  He  was  before,  by  the  free  (jift 
and  Choice  of  the  Nation.  His  Profeffions  were  plau- 
fible,  and  his  whole  Behaviour  engaging  ;  fo  that  He 
won  upon  the  Hearts,  even   whilft  He    loll  the  good    • 

Opinio** 
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Opinion  of  his    Subjects;  and  often    ballanced   their 
Judgment  of  Things,  by  their  perfonal  Inclination. 
Thefe  Qualities,  and  this  Part  of  his  Conduct,  went  a 
great  Way  to  give  Him   Credit  with  his  People,    and 
an  Hold  on  their  Affections.     But  This  was  not  all. 
He  obferved  their  Temper,  and  He  com  ply  *d  with  it. 
He  yielded  to  Them  in  Points,    from  which  He  had 
determined,  and  declared  too,  that  He  would  never 
depart.     To  know  when  to  yield,  in  Government,  is  at 
leaft  as  necefTary,  as  to  know  when  to  lofe  in  Trade ; 
and  He,  who  cannot  do  the  firft,  is  fo  little  likely   to 
govern  a  Kingdom  well,  that  it  is  more  than   probable 
He  would  govern  a  Shop  ill.     King   Charles  gave  up 
-  to  the  Murmurs  of  his  People,  not  one  or  two  fucb  Mi- 
ni/ten as  may  be  found   almoil  behind  every  Desk ; 
thole  a wkard  Pageants  of  Courts,   thofe  wooden  Ima- 
ges, which  Princes  gild  and  then  worfhip ;   but  feve- 
ral  great  and  able  Men  ;  nay,  whole  Cabals  of  fuch, 
who  had   Merit  with  Him,  though  They  had  none 
with  the  Nation.     He  flarted  often  out  of  the  true  In- 
tereft  of  his  People ;  but  the  Voice  of  his  People  almoft 
as  often  reclaimed  Him.  He  made  the fir  ft  Dutch  War  ; 
but  He  made  the  Triple  Jllya?ice  too.     He  engaged 
with  France  in  the  War  of  1672  ;  but  He  made  a  fe- 
parate  Peace  with  Holland.     True  it  is,    indeed,    thai 
neither  the  Reprefentations  of  his  Parliament,,  nor  the 
Defires  of  his  People,  could  prevail  on  Him  to  go  far- 
ther,  and  to  enter  in  earneft  into    the  War   againft 
France.    But   the  Confidence  between   Him  and    his 
Parliament  was  fo  broken   at  that  Time,  that  They 
would  not  truft  Him,    nor  He  Them.     At  This  I 
am  not  furprifed ;    and  for  that  very  Reafon  I  confefs, 
I  have  always    been   fo  at    the  flrong  and   repeated 
Inftances  made  to  force  Him  into  thkt  War ;    fmce 
it  cannot  fiirely  be  better  Policy  to  drive  a  Prince  in- 
to a  War,   which  He  has   no  Inclination  to  make, 
than  it  would  be  to.be  drawn  by  Him  into  a  War, 
if  He  had  no  Ability  to  conduct  it.   In  Home  Affairs % 
bejides  his  freaueat  ConceiTions,  whenever  the  Nation, 
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took  Umbrage  at  his  Proceedings,  He  pafs'd  the  Tefi 
and  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bills,  and  many  others  for  the 
publick  Benefit ;  and  I  fcarce  remember  any  popular 
Acl,  which  fbpp'd  at  the  Throne  in  his  Time,  except 
That  about  the  Militia,  which  He  apprehended  to  be 
a  dangerous  Encroachment  on  his  Prerogative,  and  a- 
nother  in  Favour  of  the  Vijf enters,  which  was  con- 
trived, meanly  enough,  to  be  Horn  off  the  Table  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

What  has  been  touched  here,  and  in  former  Papers, 
will  be  fufficient  to  fhew,  in  fome  Meafure,  how  King 
Charles  was  enabled  to  divide  a  Nation  fo  united  and 
fb  heated  as  this  Nation  was,  on  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Popi/b  Plot ;  to  oppofe  fo  avowedly  and  fo  refolutely 
the  Exelufion  of  his  Brother  ;  the  Profpedt  of  whole 
fucceeding  to  the  Crown  was  become  ftill  more  dread- 
ful, even  by  that  fmall  Part  of  Coleman's  Correfpon- 
dence,  which  had  come  to  Light ;  and  yet  to  attach 
ib  numerous  a  Party  to  Hi 'mj elf,  nay  to  his  Brother ; 
lo  lay  afide  Parliaments  for  feveral  Years ;  and  not  only 
to  iland  his  Ground,  but  to  gain  Ground  in  the  Na- 
tion, at  the  fame  Time.  But  there  is  ftill  fomething 
more  to  be  added.  He  had  not  only  prepared  for  the 
Storm,  but  he  acquired  new  Strength  in  the  Midft  of  it ; 
That  is,  in  the  Proceedings  on  the  Popijh  Plot,  and  the 
Bill  of  Exelufion,  He  would  gladly  have  kept  the  for- 
mer out  of  Parliament;  but  when  it  was  once  there, 
He  put  on  the  Appearances  of  great  Zeal  for  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  it.  Thefe  Appearances  helpM  Him  to  fcreen 
his  Brother ;  as  the  ill  Succefs  of  the  Exelufion  Bill  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  it  was  rejected  by  Sixty- 
three  againrt  Thirty,  helpM  to  fcreen  Him felf  from  the 
Violence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  That,  which 
gave  Him  the  principal  Advantage  in  the  prefent  Con- 
tefts,  was  another  Management.  As  foon  as  the  firft 
preparatory  Steps  were  made  to  the  Bill  of  Exelufion 
in  1678,  He  declared  Himfelf,  in  a  Speech  to  his  Par- 
Ikmentj  ready  to  pafs  any  Bills  to  make  his  People 

fafe 
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fafe  in  the  Reign  of  his  Succeffor,  fo  they  tended  not  to 
impeach  the  Right  of  Succefjton,  nor  the  Defcent  of  the 
Crown  in  the  true  Line.  He  perfifted  in  this  Deck- 
ration  to  the  laft ;  and  if  He  had  done  nothing  elfe, 
I  imagine  that  He  would  have  gained  no  great  Popu- 
larity. When  a  free  People  lye  under  any  Grievance, 
or  apprehend  any  Danger,  and  try  to  obtain  their 
Prince's  Confent  to  deliver  Them  from  one,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  other ;  a  flat  Refufal,  on  his  Part,  reduces 
Them  to  the  melancholy  Alternative  of  continuing  to 
fubmit  to  one,  and  to  itand  expofed  to  the  other,  or 
of  freeing  Themfelves  from  both,  without  his  Confent ; 
which  can  hardly  be  done  by  Means  very  coniiftent 
with  his  and  their  common  Intereft.  King  Charles 
was  too  wife  to  pufti  the  Nation  to  fuch  an  Extre- 
mity. He  refufed  what  his  Parliament  prefs'd  on  Him, 
in  the  Manner  and  on  the  Principle  They  prefs'd  it  i 
but  then  his  Refufal  was  fol'ow'd  by  Expedients', 
which  varied  the  Manner,  and  yet  might  have  been 
managed  fo  as  to  produce  the.  Effecl ;  and  which  feem'd 
to  fave,  rather  than  actually  faved,  the  Principle.  Num- 
bers concurr'd,  at  that  Time,  in  avowing  the  Princi- 
pie  %  and  the  Tefls  had  made  many  Perfons  think  Re- 
ligion fafe ;  as  the  King's  Offers  made  Them  think  it 
no  Fault  of  his,  if  it  was  not  made  fafer.  The  Coun- 
cil'had  prepared forne  Expedients;  and  the  Limitations, 
and  other  Provifions  againft  a  Popijh  Succeffor,  propo- 
fed  directly  from  the  Throne  by  the  Chancellor  in  1679, 
went  a  great  Way  towards  binding  the  Hands  of  fuch 
a  Succeffor,  and  lodging  the  Power,  taken  from  Him, 
in  the  Parliament.  Bat  the  Scheme  of  Expedients,  de- 
bated in  the  Oxford  Parliament,  was  a  real  Exclufion 
from  every  Thing,  but  the  Title  of  King.  The  firfl 
Article  banifh'd  the  Duke  of  York,  during  his  Life,  to 
the  Diftance  of  500  Miles  from  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland ;  and  the  Tenth,  to  mention  no  more,  exclu- 
ded Him  ipfofatfo,  if  He  came  into  any  of  thefe  King- 
doms j  directed  that  He  fhould  fuffer,  in  this  Cafe,  as 
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by  the  former  Bill,  and  that  the  Sovereignty  fhould 
veft  forthwith  in  the  Regent',  That  is,  in  the'  Princefs 
of  Orange.     Surely  This  was  not  to  vote  the  Lyon  in 
the  Lobby  into  the  Houfe.     It  would  have  been  to  vote 
Him  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  Lobby  both,  and  only  fufFer 
Him  to  be  call'd  Lyon  fiill.     I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
Refinements,  urged  by  Sir  William  Jones  and  others 
againft  this  Siheme;  but  I  know   that  Men   run  into 
Errors  from  both  Extremes;  from  That  of  feeing   too 
much,  as  well  as  That  of  feeing  too  little  ;    and   that 
the  moft  fubtle  Refiners  are  apt  to  mifs  the  true  Point 
of  political  Widom,    which  confifts  in  difiinguifhing 
juftly  between  what  is  abfolutely  beft  in  Speculation, 
and  what  is  the  beft  of  Things  practicable  in   particu- 
lar Conjunctures.     The  Scheme,  no  Doubt,   was  built 
on  a  manifeft  Abfurdity,  and  was  liable  to  many  In- 
con  veniencies,  Difficulties  and  Dangers;    but   ftill  it 
was  the  utmoft,  .that  could  be  hoped  for  at  that  Mo- 
ment ?  and  the  fingle  Consideration,  one  would  think 
fhould  have  been  This ;  whether,  united  under  fuch  • 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  They  would  not  have  oppofed 
the  Succeffion  of  the  Duke  of  York,    with  Ms  Incon- 
veniency,  Iefs  Difficulty  and  Danger,    than  difunited, 
and  with  the  Laws  againft  Them.  The  Truth  is,  that 
as  there  were  Men,  at  this  Time,  defirous  that  the 
King  mould  be  on  defperate  Terms  with  his  Parlia- 
ment, becaufe  They  were  fo  Themfelves ;  in  like  Man- 
ner, there  were  Others,  who  defired,  for  a  Reafon  of 
the  fame  Nature,  that  the  Parliament  fhould  be   on  def- 
perate Terms  with  the  King.  Thefe  were  faftious  In- 
terefts,  and  they  prevailed  againft  the  national  Intereft  \ 
which  required   that  the   King  mould   be  feparated  at 
any  Rate  from  his  Brother,  inftead  of  being  united   to 
Him  by  a  Fear  made  common  to  both.     But  the   Dye 
was  thrown  ;  and  the  Leaders  of  the  Whig  Party  were 
refolved  *  to  let  all  lye  in  Confafion,  rather  than  hearken 
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to  any  Thing,  bejides  the  Exclujion.  Obftlnacy  pro- 
voked Obftinacy.  The  King  grew  obftinate,  and  fe- 
"vere  too,  againft  his  natural  Eafmefs  and  former  Cle- 
mency of  Temper.  The  Tory  Party  grew  as  obftinate, 
and  as  furious,  on  their  Side,  according  to  a  natural 
Tendency  in  the  Difpoiition  of  all  Parties  j  and  thus 
the  Nation  was  deliver'd  over,  on  the  Death  of  King 
•f-  Charles,  a  la  Sottife  de  /on  Frere  j  to  the  Folly  and 
Madnefs  of  his  Brother. 

It  was  this  Folly  and  Madnefs  however,  that  cured 
the  Folly  and  Madnefs  of  Party.  As  the  common  Dan- 
ger approach'd,  the  Impreffions  of  Terror,  which  it 
made,  increafed.  Whig  and  Tory  then  felt  them  alike, 
and  were  brought  by  them,  as  drunken  Men  fome times 
are,  to  their  Senfes.  The  Events  of  King  James's 
Reign,  and  the  Steps,  by  which  the  Revolution  was 
brought  about,  are  fo  recent,  and  fo  well  known,  that 
I  (hall  not  defcend  into  any  very  particular  Mention  of 
them.  A  few  general  Remarks  on  the  Behaviour  of 
this  Prince,  and  on  the  Behaviour  of  Parties ,  in  his 
Reign,  and  at  the  Revolution,  will  be  fufficient  to  wind 
up  the  liiftory  ok  Whig  and  Tory,  and  to  prove  what  I 
.have  lb  often  afierted,  that  both  Sides  purged  Them- 
felves,  on-  this  Occafion,  of  the  Imputations  laid  to 
their  Charge  by  their  Adverfaries  ;  that  the  proper  and 
real  Diitinclion  of  the  two  Parties  expired  at  this  iEra ; 
and  that  although  their  Ghcfts  have  continued  to  haunt 
and  divide  us  fo  many  Years  afterwards,  yet  there  nei- 
ther is,  nor  can  be  any  Diviiion  of  Parties  at  this  Time, 
reconcileable  with  common  Senfe,  and  common  Ho- 
nefty,  among  Thole,  who  are  come  on  the  Stage  of  the 
.World,  under  the  prefent  Conjlitution ;  except  Thofe 
of  Churchmen,  and  DiJJenters  -,  Thofe  of  Court  and 
Country. 

The 
- I..  — — »«— — ■ —   i  ■  j 

f  An  Expreiuon  ufed  by  King  Charles,  on  many 
Occafions. 


70  Tht  Craftsman.    3ST°  3pi. 

The  Behaviour  and  Conduct  of  King  James  the  2d 
would  be  fufficient,  if  there  was  no  other  Inftance,  and* 
there  are  Thoufands,  to  fhew  that  as  ftrong  Prejudices, 
however  got,  are  the  Parents,  fo  a  weak  Underftanding 
is  the  Nurfe  of  Bigotry,  and  Injuftice,  and  Violence 
and  Cruelty  its  Off-fpring.  This  Prince  was  above  fifty* 
when  he  came  to  the  Throne.  He  had  great  Expe- 
rience of  all  Kinds  ;  particularly  of  the  Temper  of  this 
Nation,  and  of  the  Impoffibility  to  attempt  introducing 
Popery,  without  hazarding  his  Crown.  But  his  Expe- 
rience profited  Him  not.  His  Bigotry  drew  falfe  Con- 
clusions from  it.  He  flatter'd  Himfelf  that  He  fliould 
be  able  to  play  Parties  againft  one  another,  better  than 
his  Brother  had  done  ;  (which,  by  the  Way,  was  the  , 
leaft  of  his  little  Talents)  and  to  compleat  his  Dell gns 
by  an  Authority,  which  was  but  too  well  eftablifh'd. 
He  pafs'd,  I  think,  for  a  fincere  Man.  Perhaps,  he 
was  fo  j  and  He  fpoke  always  with  great  Emphafis  of 
the  Word  of  a  King  ;  and  yet  never  was  the  meaneft 
'Word  fo.  fcandaloufly  broken  as  his.  In  the  Debate  in 
1678,  about  the  Teft,  when  He  got  a  Provifo  put  in- 
fer excepting  Himfelf,  it  has  been  advanced  in  Print, 
and  not  deny'd  that  I  know  of,  that  fpeaking  with 
*  great  Earneftnefs,  and  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  He  fi- 
lemnly  protefied  that  whatever  his  Religion  might  be,  it 
Jhould  only  be  a  private  Thing  between  God  and  his 
own  Soul ;'  and  that  no  Effecl  of  it  Jhould  ever  appear 
in  the  Government.  At  his  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  in 
Council  iirft.,  and  after  That  in  full  Parliament,  in  the 
Face  of  the  Nation,  He  made  the  flrongeft  Declarations 
in  Favour  of  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  and 
took  the  moft  folemn  Engagements  to  defend  and  fup- 
port  it.  But  Bigottry  burft  through  all  thefe  Cobwebs ; 
for  fuch  they  are  to  Men,  tranfported  by  a  religious  De- 
lirium, who  acquire  a  Strength,  that  Thofe,  who  are 
well,  have  not,  and  conicientioufly  break  all  the  Obli- 
gations 
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gations  of  Morality.     Thefe  admirable  Difpofitions  in 
the  King  were  encouraged  by  the  State,  in  which  his 
Brother  left  and  He  found  the  Nation,  and  by  the 
Complaifance  of  the  Parliament,  which  He  call'd  foon 
after  his  Acceffion.     They  were  confirm'd,  and  He  was 
determined    to  pull  off  the  Mask  entirely,  by  the  ill 
Succefs  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  the  Earl  of  Argyle, 
Bifhop  Burnet  fpeaks  of  this  Parliament  very  indecently, 
and  I  think  very  untruly.     They  were  neither  Men  of 
Parts,  nor  EJlates,  according  to  Him.     The  Truth  is, 
that  the  Circumflances,  under  which  we  were  brought 
by  the  factious  Proceedings  of  both  Parties,  in  the  late 
Reign,  for  and  againft  the  Court,  were  fuch  as  might 
perplex  the  beft  Parts,  and  puzzle  the  Heads  even  of 
the  wifeft  Men.     A  profejfd,  zealous  Papift,  in  full 
and  quiet  Poffeffion  of  the  Throne,  and,  inftead  of  any 
Provinon  made,  or  any  Meafures  taken  agairut  Him, 
the  Notion  and  the  Exercife  of  the  Prerogative  efta- 
blifh'd  at  an  extravagant  Height,  were  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,  as  laid  the  Nation  almoft  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
King.     They  therefore,  who  were  the  moil  determined 
not  to  part  with  either  their  Religion,  or  their  Liberty, 
and  yet  had  more  to  lofe  in  the  Fray  than  Dr.  Burnet, 
might  be  willing  to  look  round  Them  ;  to  wait  Oppor- 
tunities ;  and  not  undertake  rafhly   what  can  feldom 
be  undertaken  twice.     It  is  impoffible  to  believe  that 
their  Confidence  in  the  King's  Word  was  fuch  as  They 
affected.     But,  like  drowning  Men,  who  faw  nothing 
clfe  to  catch  at,  They  caught  at  a  Straw.     The  Duke 
of  Monmouth's  Expedition  into  England,  and  the  Earl 
of  Argyle\  into  Scotland,  were  {q  far  from  affording  the 
Nation  any  Opportunity  of  mending  their  Condition, 
that   the  Declaration  of  the  former  might  draw  fome 
of  the  Dijfenters  to  the  Standard,  as  it  did  ;  but  was 
calculated  to  drive  the  Tory  Party,  molt  of  the  Whigs, 
and  in  fhort  the  Bulk  of  the  People  from  Him.     The 
Declaration   of  the  latter  was  founded   in  the  folemn 
League  and  Covenant ;  and  gave  fo  much  Reafon  to  ap- 
prehend 
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prehend  that  a  Revival  of  the  fame  Principles,  and  a 
Renewal  of  the  fame  tyranny  was  intended,  that  we 
cannot  wonder  it  had  no  better  an  Effeft ;  though  we 
lament  the  Fate  of  a  worthy  and  gallant  Man,  whole 
Crime  was  refilling  a  Teft,  that  fhould  never  have  been 
impofed  on  Proteftants  and  Freemen,  and  who  had  been 
driven  into  thefe  extreme  Refolutions  by  a  Series  of  un~ 
juft  and  tyrannical  Ufage. 

Thus  were  thefe  Invafions,  in   the  very  Beginning  of 
his  Reign,  favourable  in  fome  Refpe£ts  to  the  Deligns  of 
King  James.     They  fortify 'd,  in  the  Minds  of  Men, 
the  Jealoulies  and  Fears,  which  had  a  few  Years  be- 
fore form'd  the  Tory  Party,  and  difpofed  Them  by 
Conlequence,  at  leaft,  to  keep  Meafures  and  not  break 
with  the  King.     They  gave  Him  the  Pretence,  which 
He  leized  very  readily,   of  railing  and  keeping  up  a 
ft an 'ding  Army.     But,  in  the  Event,  they  forwarded  our 
Deliverance  from  all  the  Dangers,  to  which  we  were  ex- 
pofed,  under  his  Government,  by  precipitating  his  At- 
tempt againfl  our  Religion  and  Liberty.     The   fame 
Day,  that  the  News  ©f  the  Invalion  in  Scotland  was 
communicated   to  the  Parliament  here,  the  Commons 
voted  that  great  Revenue,  which  They  gave  Him,  and  ' 
gave  Him  for  Life.     After  thefe  Invafions  were  over, 
They  voted  a  Supply,  which   was  intended  for   the 
Charge  of  maintaining  the  additional  Forces.     They  of- 
fer'd  to  pafs  a  Law  for  indemnifying  his  Popifh  Officers 
from  the  Penalties  They  had   incurr'd  ;  and  to  capaci- 
tate fuch  others  as  He  Ihould  name  in  a  Lift  to  be  given 
io  the  Houfe.    In  Ihort,  They  fuffer'd  Themfelves  to  be 
drawn  to  the  Brink  of  the  Precipice  j  but  there  They 
flopp'd.     They  would  neither  give  Him  the  whole  Sup- 
ply of  1,200,000  1.  which  He  ask'd,  nor   fanclify  by 
the  Authority  of  Parliament  the  Praftice  of  keeping  up 
a  fianding  Army  in  Time  of  Peace  ;    but  rejefted  the 
Words  moved  for  that  Purpofe.     They  would  neither 
repeal  the  Tefl  and  penal  Laws ;  nor  lubmit  to  his  dif- 
penfng,  or  fufpending,  which  was  in  Effect  a  repealing 
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Power',  That  is,  They  would  not  caft  Themfelves 
headlong  down  the  Precipice  ;  and  becaufe  They  would 
not,  He  quarell'd  with  them;  loft  the  700,000!. 
They  had  voted,  rather  than  fuiFer  Them  to  fit  any 
longer;   and  never  met  Them  more. 

Things  haftenM  now  to  a  Decifion.  The  King's 
Deligns  were  openly  avow'd,  and  defperately  pufh'd. 
The  Church  of  England  oppofed  them,  with  the  ut- 
Hioft  Vigour.  The  Dijfenters  were  cajoled  by  the 
Court ;  and  They,  who  had  been  ready  to  take  Arms 
againft  King  Charles,  becaufe  He  was  unwilling  to  ex- 
clude his  Brother,  and  who  had  taken  Arms  againft 
this  Prince,  fince  He  was  on  the  Throne,  became  the 
Abettors  of  his  Ufurpations.  It  were  eafy  to  prove 
This,  even  by  Bifhop  Bwnicfs  Account,  as  much  as 
That  is  foften'd ;  and  if  the  Excufes,  which  have 
been  made  for  their  Silence  againft  Popery,  in  this  criti- 
cal Moment,  or  for  their  approving  and  encouraging 
the  Exercile  of  a  diffenfing  Pozver,  are  to.be  received  „ 
one  may  undertake  to  excufe,  on  the  fame  Principles 
of  Reaibning,  all  thole  Inftances  of  Mifconduft  in  the 
Church  Party,  which  I  have  pre  fumed  to  cenfure  (b 
freely.  But  the  Truth  is,  thefe  Excufes  are  frivolous. 
I  could  quote  fome,  that  are  even  burlefque.  Let 
us  reverence  Truth  therefore,  and  condemn  the  Di/Je?i- 
ters.as  frankly,  on  this  Occafion,  as  we  have  condemn'd 
the  Members -of  the  Church  of  England  on  others. 

The  Revolution  loon  folio  wM.  Many  of  the  mofe 
diftinguifhed  Tories,  fome  of  Thofe,  who  had  carried 
higheil  the  Do&rines  of  Pajjive  Obedience  and  Non-Re- 
fijiance,  were  engaged  in  it;  and  the  whole  Nation 
was  ripe  for  it.  The  Whip  were  zealous  in  the  ian:e 
Cauie;  but  their  Zeal  was  not  fuch  as,  I  think,  it  hsd 
been  fome  Years  before ;  a  Zeal  without  Knozvledge ;  I 
mean,  that  it  was  better  tempered,  and  more  prudent'y 
conducted.  Tho'  the  King  was  not  the  better  for  his 
Experience,  Parties  were.  Both  few  their  Errorf. 
The  Tories  ftopp'd  ihort  in  the  Purfuit  of  a  bad  Prince 
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pie.     The  Whigs  reform'd  the  Abufeof  a  good  one.  Both 
had  facrificed  their  Country  to  their  Party.  Both  facrific- 
ed,  on  this  Occafion,  their  Party  tto  their  Country.  When 
the  Tories  and  the  Whigs  were  thus  coalited,  the  Atf- 
ter  flood  no  longer  in  Need  of  any  adventitious  Help. 
If  They  did  not  refufe  the  Affiftance  of  Thofe,  who 
>\ad  weaken'd  their  Caufe  more  by  the  Jealoufies  and 
Fears,   to  which  They  gave  both  Occafion  and  Pre- 
tence, than  They  had  ilrengthen'd  it  by  their  Numbers; 
yet  They  fuffered  them  to  have  no  Influence  in  their 
Councils,  no  Direction  of  their  Conduct.     The  Caufe 
of  Liberty  was  no  longer  made  the  Caufe  of  a  Party, 
by  being  fet  on  fuch  a  Bottom,  and  pufh'd  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  one  Party  alone  approved.     The  Revolution 
was  plainly  defign'd  to  reftore  and  fecure  our  Govern- 
ment, Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil,  on  true  Foundations; 
and  whatever  might  happen  to  the  King,  there  was  no 
Room  to  fufpect  any  Change  of  the  Confiitution.    There 
tvere  Some,  indeed,   concern'd  in  this  great  and  glorious 
Undertaking,   who  had  obfUnately  preserved,   or  light- 
ly taken  up,  the  Republican  and  other  Whimfies,   that 
reign'd  in  the  Days  of  Ufurpation  and  Confufion.     If 
They   could   have  prevail'd,  and  it  was  no   Fault  of 
theirs  They  did  not,    the  Coalition  of  Parties  had  been 
broken ;  and,  infiead  of  a  Revolution,  we  might  have 
had  a  civil  War ;   perhaps,  not  even  the  fad  Chance 
for  our  Religion  and  Liberty.     But  this  Leven  was  fo 
near  worn  out,   that  it  could  neither  corrupt,  nor  feem 
any  longer  to  corrupt  the  Mais  of  the  Whig  Party. 
The  Party  never  had  been  Presbyterians,   nor  Repub- 
licans,  any  more  than  They  had  been  Quakers ;   any 
more  than  the  Tory  Party  had  been  Papifts,  when,  not- 
withstanding their   Averfion    to  Popery,     They   were 
undeniably   under   the  accidental    Influence   of  Popi/h 
Coimcils.     But  even  the  Appearances  were  now  rectified. 
The  Revolution  was  a   Fire,   which   purged  off   the 
profs   of   both  Parties,  and   the   Drofs  being   purged 
off,  They  appear'd  to  be  the  fame  Metal,  and  aniwer'd 
t]ie  lame  Standard. 
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I  mail  deliver  my  Thoughts,  on  fome  other  Occafi- 
©n  concerning  the  Difputes,  that  aroie  about  ihe  Settle- 
nirnt  of  the  Crozun,  after  the  Revolution  j  and  mew,  if 
I  do  not  very  much  deceive  Myfelf,  that  no  Argument 
can  be  drawn  from  thence  againlt  any  Thing  I  have 
advanced. 


0, 
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The  fame  Subject  continued. 

To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Eff, 

SIR, 

H  E  flavifh  Principles  of  PaJJlve  Obedi- 
e?ice  and  Non-ReJz/lance ,  which  had 
fculk'd  perhaps  in  fome  old  Homily  be- 
fore King  James  the  ift,  but  were  talk'd, 
written  and  preach'd  into  Vogue  in  that 
inglorious  Rejgn,  and  in  Thofe  of  his 
three  SucceiTors,  were  renounced  at  the  Revolution  by 
the  lajl  of  the  feveral  Parties,  who  declared  for  them. 
Not  only  the  Laity,  but  the  Clergy  embraced  and  co- 
operated in  the  Deliverance^  which  the  Prince  of  Orange 
brought  Them.  Some  of  our  Prelates  join'd  to  invite 
Him  over.  Their  Brethren  refufed  to  fign  an  Abhor- 
rence of  this  Invitation.  The  Univerfity  of  Oxford 
offer1  d  Him  their  Plate,  and  aflbciated  for  Him  againft 
their  King.  In  one  Word,  the  Conduct  of  the  Tories, 
at  this  CrHis,  was  fuch  as  might  have  inclined  a  Man 
to  think  They  had  never  held  Refinance  unlawful,  but 
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had  only  differed  with  the  Whigs  about  the  Degree  of 
Oppreffion,  or  of  Danger,  which  it  was  neceffary  to 
wait,  in  order  to  fan&ify  Refiftance.  Now,  it  may  ap- 
pear at  firfl  a  little  ftrange  that  tbefe  Principles,  which 
had  always  gone  Hand  in  Hand  with  Thole  of  the 
divine,  hereditary,  indefeazable  Right  of  Kings,  which 
were  ju  ft  as  well  founded  in  Reafon,  in  Support  of  which 
the  Example  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  might  be  pom- 
poufly  cited,  and  to  countenance  which  fome  Texts  of 
the  Bible  might  be  pioufly  ftrain'd,  would  not  keep 
their  Hold,  and  maintain  their  Influence,  as  well  as 
the  ethers. 

This  Attachment  to  hereditary  Right  will  appear  the 
more  ftrange,  if  We  confider  what  Regard  was  ihewn, 
at  this  Time,  to  the  Difficulties  They,  who  had  pawn'd 
Themfelves,  as  it  were,  for  the  Principle,  would  be  un- 
der, when  They  came  to  concur  in  eftablifhing  a  Settle- 
ment repugnant  to  it.  That  great  and  iblemn  Refolu- 
tion,  about  the  Abdication  of  King  James,  and  the 
Vacancy  of  the  Throne,  might  have  been  exprefs'd  in 
Terms  much  ftronger  and  plainer  than  it  was.  I  have 
heard  there  were  Peribns,  who  had  a  Mind  it  mould  be 
ib ;  and  who,  more  attach'd  to  the  Honour,  That  is 
the  Humour  of  Party,  than  to  the  national  Interef,  in 
this  great  Event,  would  have  turn'd  this  Refolution,  as 
well  as  the  Declaration  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  a 
more  exprefs  Approbation  of  the  Whig,  and  a  more  ex- 
prefs  Condemnation  of  the  Tory  Tenets  and  Conduct. 
But  a  wiler  and  honefter  Conlideration  prevail'd.  In- 
itesd  of  erecting  the  new  Government  on  the  narrow 
Foundations  of  Party  Syflems,  the  Foundations  of  it 
were  laid  as  wide,  and  made  as  compreheniive,  as  they 
could  be.  No  Man,  I  believe,  at  this  Time  thinks  that 
the  Vote  afTerted  too  little ;  and  furely  there  was  no 
Colour  of  Reafon  on  the  Side  of  Thofe,  who  cavilPd 
againft  it,  at  that  Time,  for  aflerting  too  much. 

The  Difputes  about  the  Words  abdicate,  or  defer t, 
and  about  the  Vacancy  of  the  Throne,  were  in  Truth 
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fitter  for  a  School  than  an  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and 
might  have  been  expected  in  fome  AfTembly  of  Pedants, 
where  young  Students  exerciied  Themfelves  in  Difpu- 
tation,  but  not  in  fuch  an  auguft  AfTembly  as  That  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  met  in  folemn  Conference  upon 
the  moft  important  Occafion.  The  Truth  is  that  They, 
who  form'd  the  Oppofition,  were  reduced  to  maintain 
ftrange  Paradoxes;  flranger,  in  my  Opinion,  than  moll 
of  Thofe,  which  caft  Co  much  Ridicule  on  the  Stoicks 
of  old.  Thus,  for  In  (lance,  They  were  forced  to  ad- 
mit that  an  opprefd  People  might  feek  their  Remedy  in 
Refiftance-,  for  They  had  fought  it  there  Themfelves ; 
and  yet,  They  oppofed  making  Ufe  of  the  only  Remedy, 
which  could  effectually  fecure  Them  againft  Returns 
of  the  fame  Opprefjion,  when  Refiftance  had  put  it  in 
their  Power,  as  Opprefjion  had  given  Them  a  Right  to 
ufe  this  Remedy.  Surely  This  muft  appear  a  Paradox, 
and  a  very  abfurd  one  too,  if  We  confider  that  Refifl- 
ance, in  aU  luch  Cafes,  is  the  Mean,  and  future  Securi- 
ty the  End',  and  that  the  former  is  impertinent,  nay 
wicked  in  the  higheft  Degree,  if  it  be  not  employ'd  to 
obtain  the  latter.  Thus  again,  the  fame  Men  declared 
Themfelves  willing  to  fecure  the  Nation  againft  the  Re- 
turn of  King  James  to  that  Throne,  which  He-had 
abdicated',  or,  according  to  Them,  deferted\  nay,  fome 
of  Them  were  ready,  if  We  may  credit  the  Anecdotes 
of  that  Time,  to  proceed  to  fuch  extream  Refolutions, 
as  would  have  been  more  effectual,  than,  juftiriable  in 
the  Eyes  of  Mankind  ;  and  yet  They  could  not  pre- 
vail  on  their  fcrupu!ou>  Consciences  to  declare  the  Throne 
vacant.  They  had  concurr'd  in  the  Vote,  that  it  was 
inconfifient  with  the  Laws,  Liberties  and  Religion  of 
England  to  have  a  Papift  rule  over  the  Kingdom.  King 
James  had  followed  the  pious  Example  of  Sigifmond, 
who,  not  content  to  lofe  the  Crown  of  Sweden  Himjelf 
for  his  Religion,  had  carried  his  Son  away,  that  He 
might  be  bred  a  Papift,  and  lofe  it  too;  and  yet  They 
m&iniainM,  though  They  did  not  expreily  name  Hin% 
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that  if  the  Throne  was  then,  or  fhould  be  at  any  Time 
vacant  of  the  Father,  it  muft  be  reputed  inftantaneoufly 
full  of  the  Son,  upon  the  Foundation  of  this  filly  Axiom, 
that  the  King  never  dies.     According  to  this  Law,  and 
thefe  Politicks,  King  James  and  his  SucceiTors,  to  the 
twentieth  Generation,  might  have  continued  abroad,  a 
R.ace   of   Royal   Exiles,  preferving   their   indefeazable 
Right  to  govern,  but  debarr'd  from  the  Exercife  of  it ; 
whilil   the  Nation  continued,   during  all  this  Time, 
from  Century  to  Century,  under  the  Dominion  of  Re- 
gents,  with   regal  Authority,    but  without  any   regal 
Right-,  an  excellent  Expedient  fure  to  keep  the  Mo- 
narchy in  an  hereditary  SucceJJion  !  But  there  remain'd 
none  better,  on  the  Principles  of  thefe  Men  ;  fmce  the 
Prince  of  Orange  had  committed  the  fatal  Oversight  of 
neglecting  to  conquer  the  Nation.     His  Sword  would 
have  cut  the  Gordian  Knot  of  hereditary  Right,  and 
They  could  have  iubmitted  with  fafe  Confciences  to  a 
Conqueror.     But  to  give  the  Crown  to  a  Prince,  though 
They  had  put  the  whole  Admini ft  ration  into  his  Hands ; 
which,   by   the  Way,  was  High  Treafcn,.unhfs  the 
Throne  was,  what  They  deny'd  it  to  be,  actually  va- 
tant;    to  give  the  Crown  I  fay,   to   a   Prince,   who 
would  not  take    it,    when  it  was  in  his  Power  to 
take    it,   without    their  Confent ;     to    fettle  a    new 
Government  by   Agreement  and   Compacl,    when  the 
glorious  Opportunity  of  eftabiifhmg  it  by  Force  and 
Conquejt  had  been  unhappily  loft ;  Thefe  were  Propo- 
rtions, to  which  They  could  not  content.    King  James 
had  violated   the  fundamental  Laws,  which  He  had 
promifed  over  and  over  and  fworn  to  maintain.     He 
had  {hewn  by  his  firft  Efcape,  when  nothing  was  more 
impofed  on  Him  than  to  wrait  the  Resolutions  of  a  free 
Parliament,  that  He  would  renounce  his  Crcwfhrather 
than  fubmit  to  fecure  effectually  the  Obfervation  of  thefe 
Laws.     He  had  made  a  fecond  Efcape,  which  was  Vo- 
luntary as  well  as  the  firft,  and  made  on  the  fame  Prin- 
ciple, againft  the  In  treaties  of  his  Friends,  at  the  Infti- 
gation  of  die  fame  Cumdh  as  had  directed  his  former 
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Conduct,  and  on  a  Letter  from  the  Queen,  claiming  his 
Promife  to  do  fo.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  Reafons, 
They,  who  maintain'd  the  hereditary  Right  of  our  Kings, 
reduced  Themfelves,  and  would  have  reduced  their 
Country,  to  the  abfurd  Neceffity  of  altering  the  Con- 
ftitution,  under  Pretence  of  preferving  it.  No  King, 
except  a  Stuart,  was  to  reign  over  Us.  But  We  might 
eftablim  a  Doge,  a  Lord  Archon,  a  Regent ;  and  thus 
thefe  warm  Affertors  of  Monarchy,  refuting  to  be  Slaves, 
contended  to  be  Republicans.  Many  more  Paradoxes 
of  equal  Extravagance  might  be  cited,  which  were  ad- 
vanced dire&ly,  or  which  refulted  plainly  from  the  Ar- 
guments employed  on  one  Side  of  the  Queftion  in  thofe 
Difputes.  But  the  In  fiances  I  have  cited  may  fufEce  for 
our  prefent  Purpofe,  and  may  {ervc  to  mew  that  al- 
though Difficulties  hard  to  folve  in  Speculation,  or  to 
remove  in  Practice,  will  arife  in  the  Purfuit  of  the  moll 
rational  Principles ;  yet  fuch  Abfurdities  as  Thefe  can 
never  arife,  except  from  the  molt  irrational,  and  always 
muft  arife  from  fuch. 

If  the  Perfons,  who  maintain'd  this  divine,  "hereditary 
indefeazable  Right  of  our  Kings,  had  thought  fit  to  drop 
thefe  Principles,  when  They  laid,  afide  Thofe  of  Paffive 
Obedience  and  Non-Ref fiance,  and  no  tolerable  Reafon 
can  be  given  why  They  did  not,  their  Conduct  would 
have  been  confiftent  and  uniform  on  this  great  Oecafion ; 
and  this  Confiftency  and  Uniformity  would  have  been 
produdive  of  great  Good,  by  taking  away  at  once  even 
the  Appearances  of  all  political  Divifion  in  the  Bulk  of 
the^  Nation.  But  whilft  They  labour'd  to  reconcile 
their  prefent  Conducl  to  their  antient  Syfiem,  They  were 
true  to  neither.  They  had  gone  much  farther  than  This 
would  allow,  and  then  They  refufed  to  go  as  far  as  the 
other  required,  in  order  to  be  fafe,  and  therefore  in  or- 
der to  be  juitified.  They  loft  every  Kind  of  Merit; 
the  chimerical  Merit  of  adhering  to  a  Set  of  filly  Prin- 
ciples ;  the  real  Merit  of  facrificing  their  Prejudices  ro 
the  compleat  Deliverance  of  their  Country  from  the  re- 
cent 
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cent  Danger  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power.  Nay, 
They  did  worfe ;  for  the  mifchievous  Confequenees  of 
their  Conduct  were  not  hurtful  to  Them  alone,  and  at 
that  Time  alone,  but  to  the  Publick,  and  even  down  to 
thefe  Times.  They  furnifiYd  Pretence  to  Faclions,  who 
kept  up  a  Division  under  the  old  Names,  when  the 
Differences  were  really  extinguiuYd  by  the  Conduct  of 
both  Parties ;  becaufe  the  Conduct  of  both  Parties  was 
no  longer  conformable  to  the  Principles  imputed  to 
Them.  The  Tories  had  no  longer  any  Pretence  of  fear- 
ing the  Deiigns  of  the  Whigs  ;  fince  the  Whigs  had  fuf- 
ficiently  purged  Themfelves  from  all  Sufpicion  of  Re- 
publican Views,  by  their  Zeal  to  continue  mofiarchical 
Government,  and  of  Latitudinarian  Schemes  in  Point  of 
Religion,  by  their  ready  Concurrence  in  preferving  our 
Ecclefiajlical  EJlabliJhment,  and  by  their  infilling  on 
nothing  farther,  in  favour  of  the  Dijenters,  than  that 
Indulgence,  which  the  Church  was  molt,  willing  to 
grant.  The  Whigs  had  as  little  Pretence  of  fearing  the 
Tories ;  fince  the  Tories  had  purged  Themfelves,  in  the 
3110ft  fignal  Manner,  from  all  Sufpicion  of  favouring 
Popery,  or  arbitrary  Power,  by  the  vigorous  Refi  fiance 
They  made  to  both.  They  had  engaged,  They  had 
taken  the  Lead  in  the  Revolution,  and  They  were  fully 
determined  againft  the  Return  of  King  James.  The 
real  Effences  of  Whig  and  Tory  were  thus  deflroy'd  ;  but 
the  nominal  were  preferved,  and  have  done  fince  that 
Time  a  good  Part  of  the  Mifchief,  which  the  real  did 
before.  The  Oppofition  made  to  the  Settlement  of  the 
Crown  brought  This  about.  An  over-curious  Enquiry 
into  the  Motives  of  this  Oppofition  would  be  a  Task 
t  jo  invidious  for  Me  to  undertake.  Something  however 
may  be  faid  upon  it.  We  may  fay  in  general,  without 
Offence,  that  private  Ambition  mingled  itielf  early  in  the 
great  and  national  Concerns  of  the  Revolution ;  and  that 
it  did  fo  more,  as  the  Profpect  ©f  a  nezv  Settlement,  and  . 
of  the  Elevation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  approach'd. 
Expectations  were  raifed ;  Dilapf  ointments  were  given, 
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or  forefeen ;  and  a  Variety  of  Motives  of  the  fame 
Kind  began  to  influence  very  ftrongly  the  Conduct  of 
the  principal  Actors.  Some  endeavour' d  to  lay  the 
Foundations  of  their  Fortune  by  Demonftrations  of 
a  perfonal  Attachment  to  the  Prince',  which  were 
carried  on,  I  doubt,  a  little  too  independently  of  the 
Regard  due  to  their  Country,  in  fome  Cafes ;  particu- 
larly, if  I  miftake  not,  in  That  of  the  Declaration  of 
Rights;  of  which  We  may  pronounce,  and  Experience 
will'juftify  us,  that  it  was  too  loofe,  too  imperfect,  and 
nothing  lefs  than  proportionable  to  the  Importance  of  the 
Occafion,  and  the  favourable  CircUmilances  of  the  Con- 
juncture. Others  there  were,  who  imagined  that  the 
moiteft  and  fureft  Way  for  Them  to  take,  in  Purmit  of 
the  fame  View,  was  to  make  Themfelves  confideratle 
by  Oppofition,  to  form  a  Party,  and  maintain  a  Struggle 
for  pe?"Jonal  Power,  under  Pretence  and  Umbrage  of 
Principle.  This  was,  without  Doubt,  the  Motive  of 
fome  particular,  leading  Men ;  and  could  not  be,  at 
leaft  at  firft,  the  Motive  of  Numbers.  But  there  was 
another  Motive,  which  eafily  became  That  of  Numbers, 
becaufe  it  arofe  out  of  a  Fund  common  to  all  Men,  the 
Perverjity  of  human  Nature,  according  to  an  Obferva- 
tion  made  in  one  of  thefe  Papers.  Whilft  the  Event 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  Expedition  was  undecided, 
Men  remain'd  under  the  full  Influence  of  their  Fears, 
which  had  determined  Them  to  act  againft  their  Pre- 
judices. But  when  the  Revolution  was  fecure,  and 
thefe  Fears  were  calm'd,  thefe  Prejudices  refumed,  in 
fome  Degree,  their  former  Power,  and  the  more  for 
being  revived  and  encouraged  by  Men  of  Reputation 
and  Authority,  who  argued  for  ibme,  and  might  as 
reafonably  have  argued  for  all  the  Errors,  in  Contra- 
diction to  which  molt  of  Them  had  acted,  nay,  and 
were  ready  to  act.  With  fuch  Views,  and  by  fuch 
Means,  were  many  brought,  at  this  Time,  to  entangle 
Themfelves  in  a  Maze  of  inextricable  Abfurdities. 
Had  They  own'd  candidly  and  fairly,  that  their  Prin- 
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ciples,  as  weir1  as  Thoie  of  the  Whigs,  were  carried  too 
high  in  the  former  Diiputes  of  Parties,  and  that  thefe 
Principles  could  not  be  true,  ilnce  They  found  Them- 
felves  actually  in  a  Situation,  wherein  it  was  not  poffi- 
ble  to  aft  agreeably  to  them  without  manifeft  Abfurdity, 
the  Diflinc"tion,  as  well  as  the  Difference,  of  Whig 
and  Tory  had  been  at  an  End.  But  contrary  Meafures 
produced  a  contrary  Effect.  They  kept  up  the  Appear- 
ances, and  They  could  keep  up  no  more,  of  a  Whig 
and  a  Tory  Party,  and  with  thefe  Appearances  a  great 
Part  of  the  old  Animofity.  The  two  Names  were 
founded  about  the  Nation  ;  and  Men,  who  faw  the 
fame  Enfigns  flying,  were  not  wile  enough  to  perceive, 
or  not  honeil  enough  to  own,  that  the  fame  Caule  was 
no  longer  concern'd ;  but  lifted  Themfelves  on  either 
Side,  as  their  Prejudices  at  firft,  and  their  Inclinations, 
or  other  Motives,  which  arofe  in  the  Progrefs  of  their 
Cornells,  directed  Them  afterwards;  Whigs  very  often 
under  the  Tory  Standard;  Tories  very  often  under  the 
Whig  Standard. 

This  general  Reprefentation,  which  I  have  made  of 
the  State  of  Parties  at  the  Revolution,  is,  I  am  verily 
permaded,  exactly  juft  ;  and  it  might  be  fupported  by 
many  particular  Proofs,  that  I  chufe  rather  to  fuggeft, 
than  to  mention.  But  if  any  Doubt  remains,  let  us 
analyfe  the  feveral  Parties  of  that  Time  a  little  more, 
reduce  them  to  their  firji  and  real  Principles,  and  then 
pronounce  whether  We  find  the  Whig,  or  the  Tory 
Party,  fubfifting  among  Them. 

In  the  firft  Place  then  there  was  a  Party,  that  con- 
curr'd  in  making  the  new  Settlement ;  a  Party,  that  pre- 
vail'd  in  Parliament,  and  was  by  much  the  Majority  of 
the  Nation  out  of  it.  Were  the  Whigs  this  Majority  ? 
Was  this  Party  a  Whig  Party  P  No  Man  will  prefume 
to  affirm  lb  notorious  an  Untruth.  The  Whigs  were 
far  from  the  being  this  Majority;  and  King  James  mufl: 
have  dyed  on  the  Throne,  if  the  Tories  had  not  con- 
curred to  place  the  Prince  of  Orange  there  in  his  Head. 

Was, 
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Was  this  Parry  a  Tory  Party  then  ?  Certainly  no. 
The  Whigs  had  been  zealous  in  the  fame  Caufe,  and 
had  contributed  to  make  it  fuccefsful  by  their  Temper, 
as  well  as  their  Zeal;  by  waiting  the  Time  of  the 
Tories,  or  rather  the  Maturity  of  the  Conjuncture,  and 
by  moderating  their  Principles  and  their  Conduct,  in 
Favour  of  that  Coalition,  without  which  the  Revolution 
could  have  fucceeded  no  more  than  the  Exclujion  did. 
We  find  then  here  neither  a  Whig,  nor  a  Tory  Party ; 
for  in  Coalitions  of  this  Kind,  where  two  Parties  are 
melted,  as  it  were,  into  one,  neither  of  them  can  be 
iaid,  with  Truth  and  Propriety,  to  exift. 

There  was  another  Party  directly  oppofite  to  This ;  a 
certain  Number  of  Men,  on  whom  the  original  Taint, 
tranfmitted  down  from  King  *James  the  i  ft,  remain'd 
ftill  in  the  full  Strength  of  its  Malignity.  Thefe  Men 
adhered  to  thofe  Principles,  in  the  natural  Senfe  and  full 
Extent  of  them,  which  the  Tories  had  profefs'd.  But 
yet,  the  Tories  having  renounced  thefe  Principles,  or 
diftinguiuYd  Themfelves  out  of  any  Obligation  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  this  inconiiderable  Faction  could  not  be 
deemed  the  Tory  Party,  but  received  the  Name  of  Ja~ 
cobite  with  more  Propriety. 

Two  other  Parties  there  were  at  this  Time,  form'd 
on  one  common  Principle,  but  widely  different  how- 
ever, by  the  different  Confequences  They  drew  from  it. 
The  Principle  I  mean  is  That  contained  in  the  Di- 
fiinction  of  a  King  de  "Jure,  and  a  King  de  Facie. 
The  famous  Statute  of  Henry  the  7  th  authorized  this 
Diftinction.  The  Statute  was  defign'd  principally,  no 
doubt,  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Subjecls,  that  They 
might  be  fafe,  whichever  Side  prevailed  in  an  Age, 
when  the  epidemical  Folly  of  fighting  for  different 
Pretenders  had  fpilt  Oceans  of  Blood  on  the  Scaffold, 
as  well  as  in  the  Field ;  and  yet  the  Statute  was  defign'd 
for  the  Service  of  Kings  de  Faclo  too,  and  particularly 
of  Henry  the  7  th.  The  Author  of  hereditary  Right 
afferted  would  have  us  believe  otherwife ;  and  yet  furely 
nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  This,  that  if  King 

Henry 
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Henry  th&JeventFs  Right  had  been  as  unquestionable  as 
He  fuppofes,  and  I  prefume  to  deny  that  it  was,  yet 
He  would  have  been  declared  a  King  de  Faclo  only,  if 
the  Intrigues  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy,  and  the 
Faction  of  York  had  Succeeded ;  and  confequently  this 
Provifion  for  the  Safety  of  his  Adherents,  in  that 
polhble  Contingency,  gave  Strength  to  Him,  as  it  would 
have  given  Strength  to  any  other  Prince,  whilfl  it  at- 
tached his  Adherents  to  Him  by  the  apparent  Security 
it  provided ;  for  this  Author  contends  that  it  did  not 
eftablifh  a  real  Security,  and  adviies  us  to  fufpend  our 
Judgment  on  the  Validity  of  this  Statute*  till  We  fee 
what  the  Opinion  of  Parliament,  or  the  Judges,  may.be, 
whenever  a  King  de  Jure  ihall  difpoj/efs  a  King  de 
Fafto.     He  refers  us  ad  Ca/endas  Gra-cas. 

But  there  are  two  Obfervations  to  be  made  to  our 
prefent  Purpofe  on  this  Statute,   which  feem  to  Me  na- 
tural and  plain.     Fir  ft,  it  confounds  in  Effect  the  very 
Diftinction  it  feems  to  make ;  fince  it  fecures  alike,  and 
by  fecuring.  alike  authorizes  alike  Thofe,  who  adhere  to 
the  King  de  Jure,  and  Thofe,  who  adhere  to  the  King 
de  Faclo,  provided  They  adhere  to  the  King  in  Poffejfon. 
Secondly,  it  was  contrived  to  hinder  People,  according  to 
my  Lord  Bacon's  Senfe  of  it,  from  bufying  Themfehes 
in  prying  into  the  King's  Title,  and  that  Subjecls  might 
not  trouble  Them/elves  with.  Enquiries  into  the  Juftnefs  of 
the  King's  Title,  or  Quarrel.     Now,  upon  the  Founda- 
tion of  this  Diftinction,  and  this  Statute,  thus  under- 
stood,  They,  who  demurr'd  on  the  Settlement  of  the 
Crown,  at  the  Revolution,  might  plaufibly,  though  I 
think  very  unreafbnably,  refolve  neither  to  vote,  nor  act 
Themfelves  again  ft  thofe  Maxims  and  Principles,  which 
They  had  entertainM  and  profefs'd,  as  Maxims  of  Law, 
and   Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  yet  refolve   to 
fubmit  fincerely,   and  adhere  faithfully  to  a  new  Efta- 
blifb??ient,  when  it  was  once  made.     But  the  other,  of  the 
two  Parties  I  mention'd  drew  from  the  fame  Principle, 
«f  diftinguiihing  between  a  King  de  Facia  and  a  King 
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de  Jure,  a  very  different  Conclusion.  They  acknow- 
ledged one  King,  and  held  their  Allegiance  ftill  due  to 
another.  They  bound  Themfelves  by  Oath  to  preferve 
a  Settlement,  which  They  pretended  Themfelves  in  Con- 
science obliged  to  fubvert.  This  was  to  juiiify  Perfidy ; 
to  fandtify  Perjury  J  to  remove  the  facred  Boundaries  of 
Right  and  Wrong ;  and,  as  far  as  in  Them  lay,  to  teach 
Mankind  to  call  Good  evil,   and  Evil  good. 

Such  were  the  three  Divifions,  into  which  Men  broke 
at  the  Revolution,  in  oppofmg  the  Settlement  then  made; 
whilft  the  great  Body  of  the  Nation  concurr'd  in  it, 
and  Whig  and  Tory  form'd  in  Reality  but  one  Party. 
The  firfi  of  thefe  Divifions  continued,  and  became  a 
Fa  ft  ion  in  the  State,  but  made  no  Profelytes,  and  is 
worn  out  by  Time.  The  Principle  of  the  fecond  was 
wrong,  but  it  could  not  be  reputed  dangerous,  whilft 
it  lafted,  and  it  feems  to  have  been  built  on  fo  narrow 
and  fiippery  a  Foundation,  that  it  did  not  continue  long 
in  Force.  I  may  be  the  more  bold  in  aliening  This, 
lince  if  We  look  back  to  the  .^Era  of  the  Revolution,  and 
to  the  Times,  which  follow'd,  We  ihall  rind  among 
Thole,  who  voted  for  a  Regent,  not  a  King,  on  the. 
Abdication  of  King  James,  fome  illufhious  Perfbns, 
who  ferved  King  William  faithfully,  who  adhered  in- 
violably to  our  nezv  Efiablijl  merit,  and  who  have  been 
diftinguiih'd  Friends  of  the  Sticcefipon,  that  hath  now 
taken  Place.  That  there  have  been  Perfons,  who  de- 
ferve  to  be  rank'd  under  the  third  Head,  is  too  noto- 
rious to  be  deny  'd ;  but  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  this  Di~ 
vifion  hath  confiited  always  of  a  flux  Body..  On  one 
Hand,  it  is  fcarce  poiTibie  to  believe  that  any  Number 
of  Men  mould  be  lb  hardened,  as  to  avow  to  Them- 
felves, and  to  one  another,  the  afting  and  periifUng  to 
aft  on  a  Principle  fo  repugnant  to  every  Notion 
and  Sentiment,  that  harbour  in  the  Brealls  of  ibcial 
Creatures.  On  the  other,  We  know  how  the  Sallies 
and  Tranfpcrts  of  Party,  on  fome  Occahons,  can 
hurry  even  reasonable  Men  to  aft  on  the  molt  abfurd, 
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and  h©nefl  Men  to  aft  on  the  moll  unjuflhiable  Princi- 
ples, or  both  one  and  the  other  on  no  Principles  at  all, 
according  as  the  Object:,  which  the  prevailing  Paffion 
prefents  to  Them,  directs.  This  hath  been  the  Cafe  of 
many,  iince  the  Revolution ;  and  there  are  fome  of  all 
Sides,  I  believe,  ftill  alive,  fure  I  am  that  there  were 
fome  a  few  Years  ago,  who  know  that  no  Side  is  abfo- 
lutely  unexceptionable  in  this  Refpeft.  O. 
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The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 

To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    f/Jj 
SIR, 

UT  whatever  the  State  of  Parties  was 
at  the  Revolution,  and  for  fome  Time 
afterwards,  the  Settlement  made  at  that 
Time  having  continued,  that  State  of 
Parties  hath  changed  gradually,  though 
{lowly,  and  hath  ieceiv'd  at  length,  ac- 
cording to  the  neceflary  Courfe  of  Things,  a  total  Al- 
teration. This  Alteration  would  have  been  fooner 
wrought,  if  the  Attempt  I  have  mentioned,  to  defend 
Principles  no  longer  defensible,  had  not  furniih'd  the 
Occafion  and  Pretence  to  keep  up  the  Appearances  of  a 
Tory  and  a  Whig  Party.  Some  of  Thofe,  who  had 
been  called  Tories,  furniih'd  this  Pretence.  They,  who 
had  been  call'd  Whigs,  feized  and  improved  it.  The 
Advantages  to  one  Side,  the  Difadvantages  to  the  other,. 
the  Mifchiefs  to  the  whole,  which  have  eniued,  I  need 
sot  deduce.  It  (hall  fuifice  to  obferve,  that  thefe  Ap- 
pear- 
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pearances  were  the  more  eafy  to  be  kept  up,  becaufe 
feveral  Men,  who  had  Hood  confpicuous  in  Oppofition 
to  one  another  before  the  Revolution,  continued  an  Op- 
pofition, though  not  the  fame,  afterwards.  Frefh  Pro- 
vocations were  daily  given,  and  frefh  Pretences  for  Di- 
vifion  daily  taken.  Thefe  Contefts  were  prefent ;  they 
recalPd  Thofe,  that  had  paft  in  the  Time  of  King 
C  bar  Us  the  2d;  and  both  Sides  forgot  that  Union, 
which  their  common  Danger  and  their  common  Intereft 
had  form'd  at  the  Revolution.  Old  Reproaches  were  re- 
new'd,  new  ones  invented,  againft  the  Party  call'd 
Whigs,  when  They  were  as  complaifant  to  a  Court  as 
ever  the  Tories  had  been ;  againft  the  Party  call'd  Tories, 
when  They  were  as  jealous  of  publick  Liberty,  and  as 
frugal  of  publick  Money,  as  ever  the  Wbigs  had  been. 
Danger  to  the  Church,  on  one  Side,  and  Danger  to  the 
State,  on  the  other,  were  apprehended  from  Men,  who 
meant  no  Harm  to  either  ;  for  though  DiJJenters  mingled 
Themfelveson  one  Side,  and  Jacobites  on  the  other,  and 
notwithstanding  the  Leanings  of  Parties  in  Favour  of 
Thoie,  by  whom  They  were  abetted  ;  yet  is  it  a  certain 
Truth,  that  the  Struggle  was  in  the  main  for  Pozver, 
not  Principle,  and  that  there  was  no  formal  Defign  laid, 
on  one  Side,  to  deftroy  the  Church,  nor,  on  the  other 9 
the  State.  The  Cavils,  which  may  be  made,  and  the 
Fafts,  which  may  be  cited,  fome  of  older,  and  fome 
of  frefher  Date,  againft  what  hath  been  here  faid,  do 
not  efcape  Me.  Men  of  Knowledge,  and  of  cool  and 
candid  Thought,  will  anfwer  one,  and  account  for  the 
other,  without  my  Help;  and  I  cannot  refolve,  for  the 
Sake  of  the  PafTionate,  nor  even  of  the  Ignorant,  to  de- 
scend upon  this  Subject  into  a  greater  Detail. 

I  pafs  to  That,  which  is  clofer  to  my  prefent  Purpofe, 
and  of  more  immediate  Uie  ;  and  I  fay  that  as  the  na- 
tural Difpofitions  of  Men  are  alter 'd  and  form'd  into 
different  moral  Characters  by  Education,  fo  the  Spirit 
of  a  Conftitution  of  Government,  which  is  confirmed, 
improved  and  ftrengthen'd  by  the  Courfe  of  Evects*  and 
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efpecially  by  Thofe  of  fruitlefs  Oppofition,  in  a  long 
Tra£t  of  Time,  will  have  a  proportionable  Influence  on 
the  Reafoning,  the  Sentiments,  and  the  Conduct  of 
Thofe,  who  are  fubjecl  to  it.  A  different  Spirit  and  con- 
trary Prejudices  may  prevail  for  a  Time.  But  the 
Spirit  and  Principles  of  the  Conftitution  will  prevail  at 
laft.  If  one  be  unnatural,  and  the  other  abfurd,  and 
That  is  the  Cafe  in  many  Governments,  a  vigorous  Ex- 
ercife  of  Power,  fignal  Rewards,  fignal  Punilhments, 
and  Variety  of  other  fecondary  Means,  which  in  fuch 
Conflitutions  are  never  wanting,  will  however  main- 
tain, as  long  as  they  are  employed,  both  the  Spirit  and 
the  Principles.  But  if  the  Spirit  and  Principles  of  a 
Confutation  be  agreeable  to  Nature,  and  the  true  Ends 
of  Government,  which  is  the  Cafe  of  the  prefent  Con- 
stitution of  the  Britijb  Government,  they  want  no  fuch 
Means  to  make  them  prevail.  They  not  only  flourifh 
without  them,  but  they  would  fade  and  dye  away  with 
them.  As  Liberty  is  nourifh'd  and  fupported  by  iiich  a 
Spirit  and  fuch  Principles,  fo  they  are  propagated  by 
Liberty.  Truth  and  Reafon  are  often  able  to  get  the 
better  of  Authority  in  particular  Minds ;  but  Truth  and 
Reaibn,  with  Authority  on  their  Side,  will  carry  Num- 
bers, bear  down  Prejudices,  and  become  the  very 
Genius  of  a  People.  The  Pi-ogre's  they  make  is  always 
fure,  but  fometimes  not  obfervable  by  every  Eye.  Con- 
trary Prejudices  may  leem  to  maintain  themfelves  in 
Vigour,  and  thefe  Prejudices  may  be  kept  up  long  by 
Paffion  and  by  Artifice.  But  when  Truth  and  Reafon 
continue  to  act  without  Reftraint,  a  little  fooner,  or  a 
little  later,  and  often  when  this  Turn  is  leaft  expected, 
the  Prejudices  vanifh  at  once,  and  Truth  and  Reafon 
triumph  without  any  Rival. 

The  Conftitution  of  England  had  been  feen  in  two 
very  different  Lights,  for  almoft  a  Century  before  the 
Revolution',  fo  that  there  is  no  Room  to  be  furprized  at. 
the  great  Oppofition,  which  appear'd  (when  the  Whig 
and  Tory  Parties  arofe  a  very  few  Years  before  that 
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Mra,)  between  Principles,  which,  as  oppofite  as  they 
were,  each  Side  pretended  to  eftablifh  on  the  Nature  of 
one  and  the  fame  Conftitution.  How  This  happen'd, 
hath  been  often  hinted,  and  I  have  not  here  Room  to 
explain  any  farther.  Let  us  be  fatisfy'd  that  it  is  no 
longer  the  Cafe.  Our  Conftitution  is  no  longer  a  Myfte- 
ry.  The  Power  of  the  Crown  is  now  exactly  limited  3 
the  Chimera  of  Prerogative  removed ;  and  the  Rights 
if  the  Subjecl  are  no  longer  problematical,  though  fome 
Things  neceffary  to  the  more  effectual  Security  of  them 
may  be  ftill  wanting.  Uiides  this  Conftitution,  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Men  now  alive  were  born.  They 
Jye  under  no  Pretence  of  Obligation  to  any  other,  and 
to  the  Support  of  This  They  are  bound  by  all  the  Tie* 
of  Society,  and  all  the  Motives  of  InterefL 

Let  us  prove  what  wc  advance  j  and  that  We  may 
do  fo  ad  Homines,  let  us  borrow  our  Argument  from 
the  great  Champion  of  hereditary  Right.  Having  men- 
tion'd,  in  his  Introduction,  what  he  endeavours  pom- 
poufly,  but  vainly,  to  eftablim  in  his  Book,  in  Favour 
of  hereditary  Right,  a  Prefcription  of  nine  Centuries, 
a  continual  Claim  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  Tears,  He 
attempts  to  convince  us  by  a  novel  Law,  and  a  modem 
Conftitution.  This  modern  Conftitution  is  the  AB.  of 
Recognition,  in  the  firft  of  King  James  the  lit.  The 
Declarations  there  made,  in  Favour  of  hereditary  Rights 
are  no  Doubt  as  ftrong  as  Words  can  frame,  and  the 
Words  are  fuch  as  would  tempt  one  to  think,  by  the 
Fuftian  they  compofe,  that  his  Majefty  himfelf  had 
penn'd  them.  From  hence  it  is  concluded,  that  iince 
the  Vows  and  Ails  of  fathers  bind  their  Pofteriiy-*** 
This  Ail,  till  the  Society  hath  revoked  it  lawfully,  lays  the 
fame  Obligation  on  every  Member  of  the  Society,  m  if 

He  had  perfonally  confented  to  it. — If  this  Ail  then 

was  lawfully  revoked,  or  repealed,  another  novel  Lazv,- 
contrary  to  it,  might  be  made  equally  binding  j-  but 
neither  this  Ail,  nor  the  Aft  of  the  12th  of  Charles 
lbs  sd,  affirming  the  Crown  to  appertain  Sy  juft  and' 
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undoubted  Right  to  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  lawful  Suc- 
ceffors,  having  been  exprefly  repeal'd,  We  ftill  lye  un- 
der the  fame  Obligations,  and  every  Settlement,  contrary 
to  them,  and  by  Confequence  the  Settlement  made  at  the 
Revolution,  is  unlawful.     Now  I  ask,  was  not  the  Will 
of  .Henry  the  8  th,  which  excluded   the  whole  Scotifh 
Line,  made  in  Purfuance,  and  by  the  Authority  of  an 
Act  pafs'd  in  the  25  th  Year  of  his  Reign  ?  Hath  not 
this  Author juftify'd  the  Validity  of  this  Will,  much  to 
his  own  Satisfaction,  and,   I  believe,  to  That  of  his 
Readers  ?  Was  this  Will  lawfully  revoked  ?  Was  this 
Statute  exprefy  repeal'd  ?  I  ask  farther,  whether  heredi- 
tary Right,  and  the  Obligations  of  Subjects  to  it,  could 
be  made  immutable  and  eternal*  as  this  Author  afTerts 
that  they  were  by  the  Aft  of  Recognition,  without  a 
manifeft  Contradiction  to  the  Aft  of  Queen  Elizabeth,^ 
which  declares  the  Power  of  .Parliament  to  limit  and 
bind  the  SuccefTion  to  the  Crown  ?  Was  this  Aft  exprefly 
repeaPd  ?  That  King  James  the  ill  fucceeded  lazvfully 
againft  Law,  our  Author  is  fond  to  maintain,  and  the 
Propofition  is  not  unlike  That  of  fome  Popijh  Cafuijls, 
who  aifert  that  his  Holinefs  Jure  poteft  contra  Jus  dc- 
cernere,   can  decree  rightfully  againf  Right  ;  but  if  thefe 
Queftions  are  fairly  anfwer'd,  it  will  refult  from  fuch 
Anfwers,  and  from  the  Arguments  I  have  quoted,  that 
this  novel  Law,    this  modern  Conflitution,    is  a  meer 
Illufion;  that  it  never  bound  any  Member  of  the  Society, 
and  that  the  Parliament  had  as  much  Right  to  make  the 
Settlement  in  1688,  notwithstanding  the  Aft  of  Recog- 
nition, ss  the  Parliament  had  to  make' this- At!  in  1603, 
notwithstanding  the  two  Afts  I  have  mention'd,  and  the 
Will  of  Henry  the  8th>  made  by  Virtue  of  the  frf  of 
them.    This  wayward  and  forlorn  hereditary  Right  mull, 
therefore  fall  to  the  Ground,  or  be  fupported  by  the 
fuppofed  Prefcript/on  of  nine  Centuries,  and  Clai?n  of 
five  and  an  half,  which  no  intelligent  Man,  who  reads 
this  Book,  will  .be  perfuaded  that  the  Author  hath  pro- 
ved a  Jot  better,  than  the  uninterrupted  Succeihon  of 
Popes,    from  St.  Peter  down  to  his  prefent  Holinefs,  is 

proved 
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Proved  by  the  learned  Antiquaries  of  Italy.  If  this 
AS  of  Recognition  be  urged,  as  it  fometimes  is,  to  fhew 
the  declared  Senfe  of  the  three  Eftates  of  the  Kingdom, 
which  Declaration  was  obtain'd,  it  feems,  in  an  Hurry, 
fince  the  Aft  was  read  three  Times  in  one  Houfe  the 
fame  Day  ;  the  declared  Senfe  of  the  three  Eftates,  not 
pronounced  in  an  Hurry,  but  after  the  moil  folemn  De- 
bates and  Conferences,  may  be  urged  with  much  greater 
Weight  in  Favour  of  our  prefent  Settlement.  If  this 
Aft  of  Recognition,  notwiihftanding  what  hath  been  ob- 
jected, be  urged  as  a  Law,  which  had  the  AlTent  of  a 
King,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion, by  which  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  were 
raifed  to  the  Throne ;  the  Anfwer  is  obvious  and  con- 
clufive.  The  Circumf knees  of  the  two  Cafes  are  very 
different  y  but  when  they  come  to  be  weigh'd  in  a  fair 
Ballance,  Thofe,  which  attended  the  Settlement  of  the 
Crown  on  the  Revolution,  will  be  found  at  leait  as  con- 
formable to  Reafon,  to  Law,  and  to  Practice,  as  Thofe, 
which  attended  the  Eftabliihment  of  the  Stuart  Fa- 
tnily.  Queen  Elizabeth  deiign'd  King  James  the  lit 
to  be  her  SuccefTor ;  the  Nation  concurred  to  make  Him 
-  fo  ;  neither  She  nor  They  paid  any  Regard  to  the  Law, 
which  flood  in  his  Way.  Their  Reafons  for  afting  m 
this  Manner  are  eafy  to  be  difcover'd  in  the  Hiftory  of 
that  Time ;  and  on  the  fame  Authority  We  may  cer- 
tainly conclude,  that  They  would  not  have  acled  in 
this  Manner,  if  King  James  had  been,  like  his  Mo- 
ther, a  profeJ?d  Papift.  Thus  He  got  into  the  Throne  ; 
and  when  he  was  there,  Fie  got,  like  other  Kings,  fuch 
a  Title,  as  He  chofe  to  Hand  upon,  agnized,  or  recog- 
nized, by  his  Parliament-  The  Setdement  at  the  Re- 
volution was  made  by  a  Convention  of  the  Lo^ds  Spiritu- 
al and  Temporal?  and  a  full  and  free  Reprefe?iiative  of 
the  whole  Body  of  the  People.  When  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary  were  once  fettled  on  the  Throne,  this  Set- 
tlement wab  continued  and  coa;:rm'd  by  an  AfTembla^e 
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of  all  the  legijlative  Powers.     He,  who  will  dispute  the 
Validity    of  thefe  Proceedings,    muft   ihew   therefore 
Jirft  of  all,   what  hath  never  yet  been  fhewn,  (no,  not 
by  the  Author  I  have  fo  often  quoted)  the  Invalidity  of 
the  Proceedings  of  thofe  Parliaments,  which  raifed  Ed- 
ward the  3d  and  Henry  the  4th  to  the  Throne  j  which 
were  call'd  as  irregularly,    though  by  Writs  in   the 
Names  of  Edzvard  the  zd  and  Richard  the  2d,  as  it 
can  be  pretended  that  the  Convention  was.     He  mull 
ihew   the   Invalidity  of  the  Proceedings  even  of  that 
Affembly,  by  which  Charles  the  2d  was  call'd  home, 
till   their  Proceedings  became  valid   by  a  fubfequent 
Confirmation.     He   muft  ihew  farther,   how  any   of 
the  Laws  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Lane  after 
came  to  be  conflantly   received  and  executed,  a  little 
better  than   the   Author  of  hereditary  Right  afferted 
hath  done,  by  alluring  us  on  this  Word,  that  it  was  by 
the  Sufferance  of  Edward  the  j\.th>  and  his  Suceefforst 
and  the  Approbation  of  the  People.     He  muft  account 
for  the  Continuance  in  Force  of  the  Laws  of  Richard 
the  3d,   and  of  Henry  the  7th,  a  little  better  than  the 
fame  Author  does,  by  the  Deficiency  of  Henry  the 
Jeventh's  Title,    (which,    upon  another  Occaiion,   He 
magnifies,    though    upon    This    He    affirms    it    to 
have  been   no  better  than  That  of  Richard  the  3d.} 
and    by    the   great    Refpeft   of    Henry    the     8  th   for 
his  Father.     When  this  hath  been  once  fhewn,   it  will 
be  Time  to  think  of  a  Reply.     In  the  mean  while,  We 
will  obferve  that  befides  the  Paffion  and  Party  Spirit,, 
which  poiTefs  alrnofl  all  Thofe,    who  write  on  this  Sub- 
ject  there  is  a  Diftinclion,  which  mould  be  conitan tlj 
made  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature,   and  which  They  never 
make,   or  never  make  exatlly  enough.     They  compare 
the  Proceedings,    witheut.  comparing   the  Situations, 
Necefity  and   Self-Prefsrvation  are  the  great   Laws  of 
Nature,  and  may  well  difpenfe  with  the  itrift  Obferva-  ■ 
tion'of  the  common  Forms  of  any  particular  Coaftitu- 
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tion.  Either  the  Convention  mult  have  fallen  into  the 
Abfurdities  I  have  already  mentioned;  or  have  calFd 
back  King  James,  which  would  have  been  ftill  a 
greater  Abfurdity;  or  have  left  this  Country  in  ab- 
folute  Anarchy;  or  done  what  They  did.  What 
They  did,  was  done  as  near  as  pofTibly  to  the  Spirit  of 
our  Confiitution,  the  Forms  of  our  Lazvs,  and  the  Ex- 
amples of  former  Times.  They  had  the  Merit ;  their 
Pofterity  hath  the  Benefit;  nay  He,  who  would  fay 
that  They  had  the  Guilt,  not  the  Merit,  muft  ftill  allow 
that  their  Pofterity  hath  the  Benefit,  without  fharing  the 
Guilt ;  and,  upon  the  whole  Matter,  I  mall  venture  to 
ailert  that  He,  who  fcruples,  or  pretends  to  fcruple,  at 
this  Time,  the  Validity  of  our  prefent  Confiitution,  is  no 
wifer,  or  elfe  no  honefter,  than  He  would  be,  who 
fhouU  icruple,  or  pretend  to  fcruple,  the  Validity  of 
Magna  Cbarta.  I  have  often  wifti'd  that  fome  profound 
Antiquary /of  much  Leifure,  would  write  an  elaborate 
Treadle,  to  affert  royal  Prerogative  againft  the  great  Char- 
ter, as  well  as  hereditary  Right  againft  the  Revolution. 
I  am  periuaded,  that  He  would  fucceed  alike  in  both, 
Why,  indeed,  mould  a  Charter,  extorted  by  Force^ 
and  therefore  vicious  in  its  Principle,  ftand  on  a  better 
Foot,  or  have  more  Regard  paid  to  it,  than  a  Settle- 
ment made  in  Oppofition  to  a  divine,  and  therefore  in- 
defeazable  Right  ?  I  fay,  and  therefore  indefeazable ; 
becaufe  if  it  be  not  proved  to  be  fomething  more  than 
human,  it  will  hardly  be  proved  indefeazable.  But  I 
quit  this  Subject;  upon  which,  perhaps,  you  may 
think  I  have  fpent  my  Time  as  ill,  as  I  mould  have 
done,  if  I  had  preach'd  againft  the  Koran  at  Paulas, 
It  is  Time  to  fpeak  of  the  Motives  of  Intereft,  by  which 
We  are  bound,  as  well  as  by  the  Tyes  of  Duty,  to 
fupport  the  prefent  Confiitution. 

Upon  this  Head,  a  few  Words  will  be.  fufHcient ; 

lince  I  prefume  that  no  Prejudices  can  be  ftrong  enough 

.  to  create  much  Diversity  of  Opinion,  in  a  Cafe  lb  very 

clear,  and  capable  of  being  ftated  fofhortly.    Whether 

the  Revolution  alter'd  our  old  Confiitution  for  the  better, 

or 
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or  renew1  d  it,  and  brought  it  back  to  the  firft  Princi- 
ples, and  nearer  to  the  primitive  Inftitution,  ihall  not 
be  difputed  here.  I  think  the  latter,  and  every  Man 
muft  think  that  one  or  the  other  was  necefiary,  who 
eonfiders,  in  the  fird  Place,  how  the  Majefty  and 
Authority  of  the  Prince  began  to  fwell  above  any 
Pitch,  proportionable  to  the  Rank  of  chief  Magift  rate, 
or  fupreme  Head,  in  a  free  State  ;  by  how  many  Art* 
the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  had  been  ftretchM,  and 
how  many  Precedents,  little  favourable  to  Liberty,  had 
been  fet,  even  before  the  Accefficn  of  the  Scotijh  Line ; 
and  who  conliders,  in  the  next  Place,  the  direct  Ten- 
dency,  confirm'd  by  Experience,  of  thofe  Principles  of 
Government,  fo  frequently  mention'd,  which  compoied 
an  avow'd  Syftem  of  Tyranny,  and  eftablifh'd  Slavery 
as  a  political,  a  moral,  and  a  religious  Obligation  ; 
which  King  James  the  i  ft  was  too  fuccefsful  in  efta- 
blifhing ;  but  neither  He,  nor  his  Defendants  were  able 
to  purfue.  What  thefe  Conliderations  made  necefiary, 
was  done  at  the  Revolution  ;  at  leaft,  fo  far  as  to  put  it 
into  our  Power  to  do  the  Reft.  A  Spirit  of  Liberty ', 
tranfmitted  down  from  our  Saxon  Anceflors,  and  the 
unknown  Ages  of  our  Government,  preferred  itfelf 
through  one  almoft  continual  Struggle,  againft  the 
Ufurpations  of  our  Princes,  and  the  Vices  of  our  People; 
and  They,  whom  neither  the  Plantagenets,  nor  the 
ladors  could  enflave,  were  incapable  of  raftering  their 
Rights  and  Privileges  to  be  ravifh'd  from  Them  by  the 
Stuarts.  They  bore  with  the  la  ft  King  of  this  unhappy 
Race,  till  it  was  fhameful,  as  it  muft  have  been  fatal, 
to  bear  any  longer ;  and  whilft  They  aflerted  their 
Liberties,  They  refuted  and  anticipated,  by  their 
Temper  and  their  Patience,  all  the  Objections,  which 
foreign  and  domeftick  Abettors  of  Tyranny  are  apt  to  - 
make  againft  the  Conduct  of  our  Nation  towards  their 
Kings.  Let  us  juftify  this  Conduct,  by  perfifting  in 
it,  and  continue  to  ourfelves  the  peculiar  Honour  of 
maintaining  the  Freedom  ofomGothick  Inftitution  of 

Government^ 
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Government,    when  fo  many  other  Nations,   wh©  en- 
joy'd  the  fame,  have  loft  theirs. 

1{  a  divine,  indefeazable,  hereditary  Right  to  govern 
a  Community  be  once  acknowledged,  a  Right  indepen- 
dent of  the  Community,  and  which  vefts  in  every  fuc- 
ceffive  Prince  immediately  on  the  Death  cf  his  Prede- 
cefTor,  and  previously  to  any  Engagement  taken  on  his 
Fart  towards  the  People ;  if  the  People  once  acknow- 
ledge Themfelves  bound  to  fuch  Princes  by  the  Tyes 
of  PaJJlve  Obedience  and  Non-Rejiftance,  by  an  Alle- 
giance unconditional,  and  not  reciprocal  to  Protection ; 
if  a  Kind  of  oral  Law,  or  myflerious  Cabbala,  which 
Phariiees  of  the  black  Gown  and  the  long  Robe  are  al- 
ways at  Hand  to  report  and  interpret,  as  a  Prince 
deiires,  be  oace  added,  like  a  fupplemental  Code,  to 
the  known  Laws  of  the  Land',  then,  I  fay,  fuch 
Princes  have  the  Power,  if  not  the  Right,  given  Them, 
of  commencing  Tyrants;  and  Princes,  who  have  the 
Power,  are  prone  to  think  that  They  have  the  Right. 
Such  was  the  State  of  King  and  People  before  the  Revo- 
lution, By  the  Revolution,  and  the  Settlement  fince 
made,  this  State  hath  received  coniiderable  Alterations. 
A  King  of  Britain  is  now,  ftrictly  and  properly, 
what  Kings  mould  always  be,  a  Member,  but  the 
fupreme  Member,  or  the  Head  of  a  political  Body. 
Part  of  one  individual,  fpeciiick  Whole,  in  every 
Refpecl,  diftinft  from  it,  or  independent  of  it,  in  none ; 
He  can  move  no  longer  in  another  Orbit  from  his 
People,  and,  like  feme  fuperior  Planet,  attract,  repel, 
influence,  and  direct  their  Motions  by  his  own.  He 
and  They  are  Parts  of  the  fame  Syitem,  intimately 
join'd  and  co-operating  together,  acting  and  acted 
upon,  limiting  and  limited,  controuling  and  controurd 
by  one  another ;  and  when  He  ceafes  to  Hand  in  this 
Relation  to  Them,  He  ceaies  to  ftand  in  any.  The 
Settlements,  by  Virtue  of  which  He  governs,  are  plainly 
original  Contrails.  His  Inftitution  is  plainly  conditional; 
•ajad  He  may  forfeit  his  Right  to  Allegiame,  as  unde- 
niably 
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niably  and  effectually,  as  the  Subject  may  forfeit  his 
Right  to  Prote'clion.  There  are  no  longer  any  hidden 
Referves  of  Authority,  to  be  let  out  on  Occafion,  and 
to -overflow  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People. 
The  Laws  of  the  Land  are  known ;  and  they  are  the 
fole  Springs,  from  whence  the  Prime  can  derive  his 
Pretenfions,  and  the  People  theirs.  It  would  be  to  no 
Purpofe  to  illuftrate  any  farther  a  Matter,  which  begins 
to  be  fowell  underftood ;  or  to  defcend  into  a  more 
particular  Enumeration  of  the  Advantages,  that  refulr, 
or  may  refult,  from  our  prefent  Settlement.  No  Man, 
who  does  not  prefer  Slavery  to  Liberty,  or  a  more 
precarious  Security  to  a  better,  will  declare  for  fuch  a 
Government,  as  our  national  Divifions,  and  a  long 
Courfe,  feldom  interrupted,  of  improvident  Complai- 
fance  to  the  Crown,  had  enabled  King  James  the  2d 
to  eftabliih  againft  fuch  a  Government  as  was  intended 
by  the  fubfequent  Settlements ;  and  if  there  be  any  fuch 
Man,  I  declare  that  I  neither  write  to  Him,  nor  for 
Him. 

I  may  aflume  therefore,  without  fearing  to  be  accufed 
of  begging  the  Quellion,  that  the  Confiitution,  under 
which  We  now  live,  is  preferable  to  That,  which. 
prevaiFd  at  any  Time  before  the  Revolution.  We  are 
arrived,  after  many  Struggles,  after  a  Deliverance  al- 
moft  miraculous,  and  fuch  an  one  as  no  Nation  hath. 
Reafon  to  expect:  twice,  and  after  having  made  fome 
honeit  Improvements  on  the  Advantages  of  our  new 
Constitution,  very  near  to  that  full  Security,  under, 
which  Men,  who  are  free  and  follicitous  to  continue 
fo,  may  fit  down,  not  without  Watchfulnefs,  (for 
That  is  never  to  be  fuffer'd  to  relax,  under  fuch  a 
Government  as  ours)  but  without  Anxiety.  The  Sum 
therefore  of  all  thefe  Difcourfes,  and  of  all  our  Exhor- 
tations to  one  another,  is,  and  ought  10  be,  that  We 
mould  not  flop  lhort  in  fo  important  a  Work.  It  was 
begun  at  the  Revolution  ;  but  He,  who  thinks  k  was 
perfected  then,  or  hath  been  perfe&ed  fmce,  will  find 
r  "Himfelf 
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Himfelf  very  much  miltaken.  The  Foundations  were 
laid  then.  We  proceeded  for  fome  Time  after  That,  like 
the  Jews  in  rebuilding  their  Temple.  We  carried  on 
the  holy  Work  with  one  Hand,  and  held  our  Swords 
in  the  other  to  defend  it.  That  Diftraclion,  that 
Danger  is  over,  and  We  betray  the  Caufe  of  Liberty 
without  any  Colour  ofExcufe,  if  We  do  not  compleat 
the  glorious  Building,  which  will  laft  to  Ages  yet 
remote,  if  it  be  once  fmifrVd,  and  will  moulder  away 
and  fall  into  Ruins,  if  it  remain  longer  in  this  imper- 
fect State. 

Nov/,  that  We  may  fee  the  better  how  to  proceed 
in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  to  compleat  the  Freedom, 
and  to  fecure  the  Duration  of  our  frefent  Con/litution, 
it  will  be  of  Ufe,  I  think,  to  confider  what  Obilacles 
fye,  or  may  hereafter  lye,  in  our  Way,  and  of  what 
Nature  that  Oppofuion  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  which 
We  may  expeft  to  meet.  Jn  order  to  This,  let  us 
once  more  anal  vie  our  political  Divifions  ;  Thole, 
which  may  poffibly  exift  now,  or  hereafter,  as  We 
did  Thofe,  which  were  form'd  at  the  Revolution. 

One  pojjible  THvifim  then,  is  That  of  Men  angry  with 
the  Government,  and  yet  reiblved  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution. This  may  be  the  Cafe  at  any  Time ;  under 
ihe  prefent,  wife,  virtuous,  and  triumphant  Admini- 
itration  ;  and  therefore  to  be  fure  at  any  other. 

A  fecund  poffible  Divijion  is  That  of  Men  averie  to 
,  the  Government,  becaufe  They  are  fb  to  the  Cohjliiu'- 
tion,  which  I  think  can  never  be  the  Cafe  of  many  ; 
or  averie  to  the  Confutation,  becaufe  They  are  fo  to 
the  Government,  which  I  think  may  be  the  Cafe  of 
more.  Both  ofThefe  tend  to  the  fame  Point.  One 
would  fubvert  the  Government,  that  They  might 
change  the  Cbnftitution.  The  other  would  facrifice 
the  Constitution,  that  They  might  fubvert  the  Govern- 
ment. 

A  third  fojfible  "Dwificn,    and    I  feek  no  more,    is 
Thar  of  Men  attach  d  to  the  Government ;  or,   to  fpeak 
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more  properly,  to  the  Perfons  oi'Thofe,  who  govern ; 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly  Hill,  to  the  Power,  Profit, 
or  Protection  They  acquire  by  the  Favour  of  thefe 
Perfons ;  but  Enemies  to  the  Conjiitution, 

Now,  as  to  the  jirfl  and  jecond  of  thefe  poffible  Divi- 
fioris,    if  there  be  any  fuch  among  us,   I  do  not  appre- 
hend that  We  are  at  prefent,  or  can  be  hereafter,    in 
much  Danger ;    or  that  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  can  meet 
with    much   Oppofition    from    Them;    though    the 
fecond  have  certainly   Views,    more   likely    to  bring 
Slavery  upon  us,  than  to  promote  Liberty  ;   and  though 
Prudence  requires   that  Wc    mould  be   on  our  Guard 
?gainft  both.     The  frjiy    indeed,  might  hope   to  unite 
even   the  Bulk  of  the  Nation  to  Them,    in  a  weak  and 
oppreffive  Reign.     If  Grievances  mould  grow  intole- 
rable  under  fome  Prince  as  yet  unborn;    if  Redrcfs 
mould  become   abfolutely  defperate;    if  Liberty   itfelf 
fhould  be  in  imminent  Peril ;    the  Nature  of  our  Con- 
jiitution  would  juftify  the  Refinance,  that  We  ought  to 
believe  well  enough   of  Pofterity  to  perfuade  ourfelves 
would  be   made  in  fuch  an  Exigency.     But   without 
fuch    an   Exigency,    particular    Men     would    flatter 
Themfelves    extremely,    if  They    hoped  to  make  the 
Nation  angry,  becaufe  They  were  fo.    Private  Motives 
*an  never  influence  Numbers.    When  a  Nation  revolts, 
the  Injury  is  national.     This  Cafe  therefore  is  remote, 
improbable,  nay  impoffible,  under  the  Lenity,  Jullice 
and  heroical  Spirit  of  the  prefent  Government ;   and  if 
I  mention'd  fuch  an  imaginary  Party,  it  was  only  done 
that  I  might  omit   none,    which   can    be    fuppofed. 
The  Projects  of  the  fcond  Divifion,   ftated  in  the  fame 
hypothetical  Manner,  are  furely  too  extravagant,    and 
their  Dcfigns  too  wicked,    to  be  dangerous.    Difputes 
may    arife    hereafter,    in    fome  diftant  Time,    about 
Minifers,  perhaps  about  Kings ;  but  I  perfuade  my felf 
that  this  Corijiitution  will  be,  as  it  ought  to  be  always, 
diflinguifh'd    from,    and    preferr'd    to    both,    by   the 
Britijh  Nation.    Reafons  mult  arife  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
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from  the  very  Nature  of  Man,  to  oppofe  Minifters  and 
'Kings  too ;  but  none  can  arife,  in  the  Nature  of 
Tiling,  to  oppofe  fuch  a  Conjlitution  as  ours.  Better 
Minifters,  better  Kings,  may  be  hereafter  often  wanted, 
and  lometimes  found  ;  but  a  better  covjlituted  Govern- 
ment never  can.  Should  there  be  therefore  flill  any 
fuch  Men,  as  We  here  fuppofe,  among  us,  They  can- 
not expect,  if  They  are  in  their  Senfes,  a  national  Con- 
currence ;  and  furely  a  little  Reflection  will  ferve  to 
flievv  Them,  that  the  fame  Reaibns,  which  make  Them 
weaker  now  than  They  were  fome  Years  ago,  mud 
make  Them  weaker  fome  Years  hence  than  They  arc 
now. 

As  to  the  third  Divifion,  if  any  fuch  there  be,  it  is 
in  That  our  greatefl.,  and  almoft  our  whole  Danger 
centers.  The  Others  cannot  overthrow,  but  Thefe  may 
undermine  our  Liberty.  Capable  of  being  admitted 
into  Power,  in  all  Courts,  and  more  likely  than  other 
Men  to  be  fo  in  every  Court,  except  the  prefent, 
(whofe  approved  Penetration  and  fpotlefs  Innocence 
gives  a  certain  Exclufi on  to  Them,)  They  may  prevent 
any  farther  Securities  from  being  procured  to  Liberty, 
till  Thofe  already  eftablihVd  are  diffolved,  or  perverted. 
Since  then  our  principal  Danger  mult  in  all  Times  arifc 
fi'om  Thole,  who  belong  to  this  Divifion,  it  is  neceiTary 
to  mew,  before  We  conclude  thefe  Difcourfes,  by 
what  Means  fuch  Men  may  carry  on  their  pernicious 
Defigns  with  Effect,  and  by  what  Means  They  may- 
be defeated.  Thefe  Confiderations  will  lead  us  to  fix 
that  Point,  wherein  Men  of  all  Denominations  ought 
to  unite,  and  do  unite,  and  to  ftste  the  fole  Diftinction 
ok  Parties,  which  can  be  made  with  Truth,  at  this 
Time,   amongft  U3.  O. 
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The  fame  Subjecl  continued. 
To   CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Efqi 

T  may  be  ask'd,  perhaps,  how  Men, 
who"  are  Friends  to  a  Government,  can 
be  Enemies  at  the  fame  Time  to  the 
Conftiiution,  upon  which  that  Govern- 
ment is  founded.  But  the  Anfwer  will 
be  ealy,  if  We  confider  thefe  two 
Things ;  firft,  the  true  Diftindtion,  fo  often  confounded 
in  Writing,  and  almoil  always  in  Converfation,  be- 
tween Confiitution  and  Government.  By  Confutation 
We  mean,  whenever  We  fpeak  with  Propriety  and 
Exadtnefs,  that  Affemblage  of  Laws,  _  Inftitutions  and 
Cuftoms,  derived  from  certain  fix'd  Principles  of  Reafon, 
directed  to  certain  fix'd  Objects  of  publick  Good,  that 
compofe  the  general  Syfcem,  according  to  which  the 
Community  hath  agreed  to  be  govern'd.  By  Govern- 
ment We  mean,  whenever  We  fpeak  in  the  fame 
Manner,  that  particular  Tenor  of  Conduct,  which  a 
chief  Magiifrate,  and  inferior  Magistrates,  under  his 
Direction  and  Influence,  hold  in  the  Adminiftration  of 
pubiick  Affairs.  We  call  This  a  good  Government,  when 
the  Execution  of  the  Laws,  the  Obfervation  of  the 
Inftitutions  and  Cufloms,  in  fhort,  the  whole  Admini- 
ilratjcn  of  publick  Affairs  is  wifely  purfued,  and  with 
a  ftrict  Conformity  to  the  Principles  and  Objects  of  the 

Confituiion. 
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Confiitution.  We  call  it  a  bad  Government,  when  it  it 
adminifter'd  on  other  Principles,  and  directed  to  other 
Objects,  either  wickedly  or  weakly,  either  by  obtain- 
ing new  Laws,  which  want  this  Conformity,  or  by- 
perverting  old  ones,  which  had  it.  And  when  This  is 
.done  without  Law,  or  in  open  Violation  of  the  Law, 
We  term  it  a  tyrannical  Government.  In  a  Word,  and 
to  bring  This  home  to  our  own  Cafe,  Conftitutim  is 
the  Rule,  ■  by  which  our  Princes  ought  to  govern,  at 
all  Times;  Government  is  That,  by  which  The/ 
actually  do  govern,  at  any  particular  Time.     One  may 

•  remain  immutable;  the  other  may,  and  as  human 
Nature  is  conftituted,  mull  vary.  One  is  the  Criterion, 
-by  which  We  are  to  try  the  other ;  for  furely  We 
have  a  Right  to  do  fo,  iince  if  We  are  to  live  in  Sub- 
jection to  the  Government  of  our  Kings,  our  Kings 
are  to  govern  in  Subjection  to  the  Confiitution ;  and  the 
Conformity,  or  Non-Conformity  of  their  Government 
to  it,  prefcribes  the  Meafure  of  our  Submiffion  to 
Them,  according  to  the  Principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  of  our  jrefent  Settlement ;  in  both  of  which* 
though  fome  remote  Regard  was  had  to  Blood,  yet 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Confiitution  manifeftly  deter- 
mined the  Community  to  the  Choice  then  made  of 
the  Perfons,  who  mould  govern.  Another  Thing  to 
be  confider'd  is  This.  When  Perfons  are  fpoken  of  as 
Friends  to  the  Government,  and  Enemies  to  the  Confiitu- 
tic?',  the  Term  Friendjhip  is  a  little  proftituted,  in 
Compliance  with  common  Ufage".  Such  Men  are 
really  incapable  of  Friendmip ;  for  real  Friendfhip  caa 

/never  exift  among  Thofe,  who  have  baniuYd  Virtue 
and  Truth.  They  have  no  Affection  to  any  but  Them- 
felves ;  no  Regard  to  any  Intereft,  except  their  own. 
Their  fole  Attachments  are  fuch  as  I  mention'd  in  the 
lad  Paper ;  Attachments  to  Power  and  Profit;  and  when 
They  have  contracted  a  Load  of  Infamy  and  Guilt,  in 
the  Purfuit  of  Thefe, '•  an  Attachment  to  that  Protection, 
which,  is  .fufficient  to  procure  Them  Appearances  of 
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Consideration,  and  real  Impunity.  They  may  bear 
the  Semblance  of  Affe&ion  to  their  Prince,  and  of  Zeal 
for  his  Government ;  but  They,  who  are  falfe  to  the 
Caufe  of  their  Country,  will  not  be  true  to  any  other; 
and  the  very  fame  Minijler,  who  exalts  his  Maftefs 
Throne  on  the  Ruins  of  the  Conjfitution,  that  He  may 
govern  without  Controul,  or  retire  without  Danger, 
would  do  the  Reveife  of  This,  if  any  Turn  of  Affairs 
enabled  Him  to  compound,  in  that  Manner,  the  better 
for  Himfelf. 

Under  a  Prince  therefore  tolerably  honefT,  or  tolera- 
bly wife,  fuch  Men  as  Thefe  will  have  no  great  Sway  ; 
at  leaft,  They  will  not  hold  it  long.  Such  a  Prince  will 
know,  that  to  unite  Himfelf  to  Them,  is  to  difunite 
Himfelf  from  his  People,  and  that  He  makes  a  ftupid 
Bargain,  if  He  prefers  Trick  to  Policy,  Expedient  to 
Syftem,  and  a  Cabal  to  the  Nation.  Reafon  and  Expe- 
rience will  teach  Him  that  a  Prince,  who  does  fo,  muft 
govern  weakly,  ignominioufly  and  precariouily ,  whilft 
He,  who  engages  all  the  Hearts,  and  employs  all  the 
Heads  and  Plands  of  his  People,  governs  with  Strength, 
with  Splendour,  and  with  Safety,  and  is  fure  of  rifing 
to  a  Degree  of  abfolute  Power,  by  maintaining  Liberty, 
which  the  moll  fuccefsful  Tyrant  could  never  reach,  by 
impofing  Slavery.  But  how  few  Men  (and  Princes,  by 
their  Leave?,  are  Men)  have  been  found  in  Times  part, 
or  can  be  hoped  for  in  Times  to  come,  capable  of  go- 
verning by  inch  Arts  as  Thefe  ?  Some  cannot  propofe 
the  Ends,  ncr  Some  employ  the  Means ;  for  Some  are 
wicked,  and  Some  are  weak.  This  general  Divifion ' 
.runs  through  the  whole  Race  of  Mankind  ;  of  the 
Multitudes  deiign-d  to  obey,  and  of  the  Few  deiign'd 
t£>  govern.  It  was  tins  Depravity  of  Multitude?,  as 
well  as  their  mutual  Wants,  which  obliged  Men  £rff 
to  enter  into  Societies,  to  depart  from  their  natural 
Liberty,  and  to  fubje&  Themfelves  to  Government.  It 
was  this  Depravity  of  the  Few,  ( which  is  often  the 
greater,  becaufe  born  no  better  than  other  Men,  They 
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are  educated  worfe)  which  obliged  Men  £rft  to  fub- 
jec*l  Government  to  Conftitution,  that  They  might  pre- 
ferve  focial,  when  They  gave  up  natural  Liberty,  and 
not  be  opprefs'd  by  arbitrary  Will.  Kings  may  have 
preceded  Lawgivers,  for  aught  I  know,  or  have  poflibly 
been  theftrft  Lawgivers,  and  Government  by  Will  have 
been  eftablifh'd.  before  Government  by  Conftitution. 
Thefeus  might  reign  at  Athens,  and  Eurytion  at  Sparta, 
long  before  Solon  gave  Laws  to  one,  and  Lyeurgus  to  the 
other  of  thefe  Cities.  Kings  had  govern'd  Rome,  We 
know,  and  Confuls  had  fucceeded  Kings,  long  before 
the  Decemviri  compiled  a  Body  of  Law;  and  the  Saxons 
had  their  Monarchs  before  Edgar,  though  the  Saxon 
Laws  went  under  his  Name.  Thefe  and  a  thoufand 
other  Inftances  of  the  fame  Kind  will  never  ferve  to 
prove  what  my  Lord  Bacon  would  prove  by  them ; 
\  that  Monarchies  do  not  Jubfift,  like  other  Governments, 
by  a  precedent  Law,  or  Compact ;  that  the  original 
Submiffion  to  Them  was  natural,  like  the  Obedience  of 
a  Child  to  his  Barents;  and  that  Allegiance  to  hereditary 
Monarchs  is  the  Work  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  But 
That,  which  thefe  Examples  prove  very,  plainly  is, 
that  however  Men  might  fubmit  voluntarily  in  the 
primitive  Simplicity  of  early  Ages,  or  be  fubjecled  by 
Conqueft,  to  a  Government  without  a  Conftitution,  yet 
They  were  never  long  in  difcovering  that  *  to  live  by 
one  Man's  Will  became  the  Caufe  of  all  Men's  Mifery-, 
and  therefore  They  foon  rejected  the  Yoke,  or  made  it 
fit  eafy  on  their  Necks.  They  inflituted  Common- 
wealths, or  They  limited  Monarchies  ;  and  here  began 
that  Struggle  between  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  and  the 
Spirit  ofDomi?iion,  which  always  hath  fu Willed,  and, 
that  We  may  not  flatter  ourfelves  nor  others,  muft 
always  fublift,  except  in  thole  Inftances,   of  which  the 
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moil  antient  Hiftories  furnifh  fo  few,  the  Reigns  of  a 
Titus,  or  a  Trajan ;  for  it  might  look  like  Flattery  to 
quote  the  prefent  moll  aufpicious  Reign. 

To  govern  a  Society  of  Freemen  by  a  Conftitution, 
founded  on  the  eternal  Rules  of  right  Reafon,  and  di- 
rected to  promote  the  Happinefs  of  the  whole,  and  of 
every  Individual,  is  the  nobleft  Prerogative,  which  can 
belong  to  Humanity  ;  and  if  ?vtfan  may  be  faid,  with- 
out Prophanenefs,  to  imitate  God  in  any  Cafe,  This  is 
the  Cafe.  But  fure  I  am,  He  imitates  the  Devil,  who 
is  fo  far  from  promoting  the  Happinefs  of  others,  that 
He  makes  his  own  Happinefs  to  confift  in  the 
Mifery  of  others  j  who  governs  by  no  Rule  but  That 
of  his  PaiTions,  whatever  Appearances  He  is  forced 
fometimes  to  put  on ;  who  endeavours  to  corrupt  the 
Innocent,  and  to  enflave  the  Free ;  whofe  Bufinefs  is 
to  feduce,  or  betray  ;  whofe  Pleafure  is  to  damn ;  and 
whofe  Triumph  is  to  torment.  Odious  and  execrable 
as  this  Character  is,  it  is  the  Character  of  every  Prince, 
who  makes  Ufe  of  his  Power  to  fubvert,  or  even  to 
weaken  that  Conftitution,  which  ought  to  be  the  Rule 
of  his  Government.  When  fuch  a  Prince  fills  a  Throne 
with  fuperior  Parts,  Liberty  is  in  the  utmoft  Peril ; 
nor  does  the  Danger  diminifh  in  Proportion,  if  He 
happens  to  want  them.  Such  Men  as  We  are  now 
to  fpeak  of  (Friends  to  the  Government  and  Enemies  to  - 
the  Conftitution)  will  be  always  at  Hand  to  fupply  his 
Defects ;  for  as  They  are  the  willing  Inftruments  of  a 
wicked  Prince,  They  are  the  ready  Prompters  of  a 
weak  one.  They  may  fink  into  the  Mafs  of  the  People, 
and  difappear  in  a  good  and  a  wife  Reign,  or  work 
Themfelves  into  Power  under  falfe  Colours.  Sed  Genus 
immortale  manet.  Their  Race  will  continue  as  long,  as1 
Ambition  and  Avarice  prevail  in  the  World;  and  there 
will  be  bad  Citizens  as  long  as  there  are  bad  Men, 
The  Good  ought  therefore  to  be  always  on  their  Guard 
againft  Them,  and  whatever  Difguife  They  affume, 
whatever  Veils  They  call  over  their  Conduct,   They 
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will  never  be  able  to  deceive  Thofe  long,  who  obferve 
conftanrly  the  Difference  between  Confiitution  and  Go- 
vernment, and  who  have  Virtue  enough  to  prefer  the 
Caufe  of  the  former,  how  unproli table  foever  it  may  be 
at  all  Times,  and  how  unpopular  foever  at  fome.  — — 
But  I  ramble  too  long  in  generals.  It  is  high  Time  I 
fhould  come  to  thofe  particular  Mea  fares,  by  which 
the  Men  I  have  defcribed  are  moft  likely  to  carry  on 
their  Defigns  againft  our  Confiitution ;  after  which  I 
fhall  fay  fomething  of  the  Methods,  by  which  alone 
their  Defigris  may  be  prevented,  or  will  be  defeated,  if 
a  national  Union  oppofe  itfelf  by  fuch  Methods  as 
Thefe,  in  Time,  to  them. 

Now,  that  I  may  do  This  the  better,  and  make  what 
I  have  to  fay  the  more  feniibly  felt,  give  me  Leave  to 
fuppofe  (though  I  fpeak  of  a  remote  Time,  and  fuch  an 
one  as  We  ought  to  hope  will  never  come)  that  our  na- 
tional Circumstances  will  be  juffc  the  fame  as  they  are 
now,  and  our  Conftitution  as  far  diftant  as  it  now  is 
from  that  Point  of  Perfection,  to  which  the  Revolution 
ought  to  have  brought  it,  might  have  brought  it,  and 
hath  given  the  Nation  a  Right  to  expecl  that  it  mould 
be  brought.  The  Completion  of  thst  glorious  Delive- 
rance is  frill  imperfect,  after  five  and  forty  Years, 
notwithstanding  the  Hopes  then  given,  the  Engage- 
ments then  taken,  and  the  Opportunities,  that  have 
fincc  arifen.  How  This  hath  happen'd,  by  what  Arts 
this  Justice  to  the  Confiitution  hath  been  hitherto 
evaded,  fome  times  in  Favour  of  one  Government,  and 
fomcdmes  in  Favour  of  another,  might  ealily  be  ihewn, 
and  proved  too,  beyond  Contradiction.  But  I  had 
rather  exhort,  than  reproach ;  and  especially  at  a 
Time,  when  a  ftrong  Tendency  appears  among  Men  of 
all  Denominations  to  fuch  a  national  Union  as  will 
effectually  obtain  the  compleat  Settlement  of  our  Con- 
ftitution, which  hath  been  fo  long  delay'd,  if  it  be 
honeftly,  prudently  and  vigoroufly  improved. 

It  is  certain  then  that  if  ever  fuch  Men  as  call  Them- 
felves  Friends  to  the  Government,  but  are  real  Emmies 

to 
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to  the  Conftitution,  mould  prevail,  They  will  make  it  a 
Capita]  Foint  of  their  wicked  Policy  to  keep  up  zftanding 
Ar?ny.  Palfe  Appearances  of  Reafon  for  it  will  never 
be  wanting,  as  long  as  there  are  Pretenders  to  .the 
Crown ;  though  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to 
employ,  in  Defence  of  Liberty,  an  Initrument  fo  often 
employ  *d  to  deftroy  it ;  tho'  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd 
than  to  maintain,  that  any  Government  ought  to  make 
ufe  of  the  fame  Expedient  to  fupport  itfel£  as  another 
Government,  on  the  Ruins  of  which  this  Government 
flands,  was  fubverted  for  ufing ;  though  nothing  can  be 
proved  more  manifestly  by  Experience  than  thefe 
two  Propofitions ;  that  Britain  is  enabled,  by  her  Situ- 
ation, to  fupport  her  Government,  when  the  Bulk  of 
her  People  are  for  it,  without  employing  any  means  in- 
confiitent  with  her  Conftitution ;  and  that  the  Bulk  oJ 
the  People  arc  not  only  always  for  the  Government,  when 
the  Government  fupports  the  Conftitution,  but  are  even 
hard  and  flow  to  be  detach'd  from  it,  when  the  Govern 
ment  attacks,  or  undermines  the  Conftitution  \  and  when 
They  are  by  Confequence  both  juftify'd  in  refilling,  and 
even  oblig'd  in  Confcience  to  refill:  the  Government. 

I  have  heard  it  argued  lately,  that  Pretefiders  abroad 
are  a  Security  at  home ;  and  that  a  Government,  expofed 
to  their  Attacks,  will  never  venture  to  attack  the  Con- 
ftitution. I  have  been  told  too,  that  thefe  Notions  were 
entertain'd  by  Some,  who  drew  many  political  Confe 
quences  from  them  at  the  Revolution.  But  if  any  of 
thofe  Perfons  are  itill  alive,  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  They 
have  alter'd  this  Opinion ;  iince  fuch  a  Situation  will 
furniih,  at  all  Times,  Pretences  of  Danger  ;  fince 
Pretences  of  Danger  to  a  Government,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  will  be  always  urged  with  Plaufibility,  and 
generally  with  Succefs,  for  obtaining  new  Powers,  or 
for  draining  old  ones;  and  fince  whilft  Thofe,  who 
mean  well  to  the  Government,  areimpofed  upon  by  Thofe, 
who  mean  ill  to  the  Conftitution,  all  true  Concern  for  the 
latter  is  loft  in  a  miftaken  Zeal  for  the  former,  and  the 
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moil  important  is  ventured  to  fave  the  leaft  important, 
when  neither  one  nor  the  other  would  have  been  expofed, 
if  falfe  Alarms  had  not  been  rafhly  and  too  implicitly 
taken,  or  if  true  Alarms  had  not  given  unneceffary 
Strength  to  the  Government,  at  the  Expence  of  weaken- 
ing the  Conftitution. 

1  Notwithflanding  what  hath  been  faid,  I  do  not  ima- 
gine that  an  Army  would  be  employed  by  thefe  Men, 
directly  and  at  firft,  againft  the  Nation,  and  national 
Liberty.     I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that  any  Men  can 
arife,  in  future  Times,  capable  of  attempting,  in  this 
Manner,  what  fome  Men  in  our  Age,  who  call  Them- 
felves  Friends  to  the  Government,  have  been  {o  weak 
and  fo  impudent  as  to  avow  in  Print,  and  publifh  to 
the  Nation.     To  deftroy  Britifi  Liberty,  with  an  Army 
of  Britons,  is  not  a  Meafure  fo  fure  of  Succefs,  as  fome 
People  may  believe.     To  corrupt  the  Parliament  is  a 
flower,  but  might  prove  a  more  effectual  Method,  and 
two  or  three  hundred  Mercenaries  in  the  two  Houfes,  if 
They  could  be  Med  there,  would  be  more  fatal  to  the 
Conftitution  than  ten  Times  as  many  Thoufands  in  Red 
and  in  Blue  out  of  them.     Parliaments  are  the  true 
Guardians  of   Liberty.      For   This   principally   Thev 
were  inftituted ;   and  This  is  the  principle  Article  of 
that  great  and  noble  Truft,  which  the  collective  Body 
of  the  People  of  Britain  repofes  in  the  Reprefentative. 
But  then  no  Slavery  can  be  fo  effectually  brought  and 
nVd  upon  us,  as  Parliamentary  Slaverv.'    Bv  the  Cor- 
ruption of  Parliament,  and  the  abfolute  Influence  of  a 
King,  or  his  Minifier,  on   the  two  Houfes,  We  return 
into  that  State,  to  deliver  or  fecure  us  from  which  Par- 
liaments  w^ere  initituted,  and  are  really  govern'd  by  the 
arbitrary  Will  of  one  Han.     Our  whole  Conftitution  is 
at  once  diilolved.     Many  Securities  to  Liberty  are  pro- 
vided ;  but  the  Integrity,  which  depends  on  the  Free- 
dom and  the  Independency  of  Parliament,   is  the  Kev- 
flone,  that  keeps  the  whole  together.     If  This  be  fhak- 
en,  our  Conftitution  totters.    If  it  be  quite  removed, 

our 
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our  Conjlitntion  falls  into  Ruin.     That  noble  Fabrick, 
the  Pride  of  Britain?  the  Envy  of   her  Neighbours, 
railed  by  the  Labour  of  fo  many  Centuries,   repair'd  at 
the  Expence  of  fo  many  Millions,  and  cemented  by 
fuch  a  Profuiion  of  Blood  ;  that  noble  Fabrick,   I  fay, 
which  was  able  to  refill  the  united  Efforts  of  fo  many 
Races  of  Gyants,  may  be  demolifti'd  by   a  Race  of 
Pygmies,     The  Integrity  of  Parliament  is  a  Kind  of 
Palladium,  a  tutelary  Goddefs,  who  protects  our  State. 
When  She  is  once  removed,  We  may  become  the  Prey 
of  any  Enemies.     No  Agamemnon,  no  Achilles  will  be 
wanted  to  take  our  City.      Therfites  himfelf  will  be 
fufficient  for  fuch  a  Conqueft.     But  I  need  not  dwell 
any  longer  on  this  Subject.     There  is  no  Man,  who 
thinks  at  all,  and  can  fail  to  fee  the  feveral  fatal  Confe- 
quences,    which  will  necefTarily   flow  from    this   one 
Source,   whenever  it   fhall  be  open'd.     If  the  Reafon 
of  the  Thing  does  not  ftrike  Him  enough,  Experience 
mull.     The  fingle  Reign  of  Henry  the  8th  will  ferve 
to  "mew  that  no  Tyranny  can   be   more  fevere  thaft 
That,   which  is  exerciied  by  a  Concert  with  Parlia- 
ments ;  that  arbitrary  Will  may  be  made  the  fole  Rule, 
of  Government,  even  whilft  the  Names  and  Forms  of  a 
free  Conjlitntion  are  prelerved  ;  that  for  a  Prince,  or  his 
Minifter,  to  become  our  Tyrant,  there  is  no  Need  to 
abolifh  Parliaments ;  there  is  no  Need  that  He,  who  is 
Mailer  of  one  Part  of  the  Legifajure,  mould  endeavour 
to  abolifli  the  other  two,  when  He  can  ufe,  upon  every 
Occafien,  the  united  ftrength  of  the  whole;  there  is  no 
Need  He  fhould  be  a  Tyrant  in  the  Grofs,  when   He 
cm  be  fo  in  Detail,  nor  in  Name,  when  Re  can  be  fo  in 
Effect ;  that  for  Parliaments  to  eflablifh  Tyranny,  there  is 
no  Need  therefore  to  repeal  Magna  Chart  a,  or  any  other 
of  the  great  Supports  of  our  Liberty.     It  is  enough,  if 
Thev  put  Themfelves  corruptly  and  fervilely  under  the 

Influence  of  fuch  a  Prince,  or  fuch  a  Mltvflcr. • 

On  the  whole,   I  conclude   that,  in   the  poffible  Ca!e 
here  fuppcs'd,    the  fir  ft  and  principal  Object  will  be  to 
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deftroy  the  Conftitution,  under  Pretence  of  preferving 
the  Government,  by  corrupting  our  Parliaments.  I  am 
the  better  founded  in  concluding  that  This  may  happen, 
in  fome  future  Age,  by  what  We  may  obferve  in  our 
own.  There  is  furely  but  too  much  Reafon  to  expect 
that  the  Enemies  of  our  Conftitution  may  attempt  here- 
after to  govern  by  Corruption,  when  We  hear  and  fee 
the  Friends  and  Advocates  of  our  prefent  moft  incorrupt 
Minifter  harangue  and  fcribble,  in  Favour  of  Corruption ; 
when  it  is  pleaded  for  and  recommended,  as  a  neceflary 
Expedient  of  Government,  by  fome  Men  of  all  Ranks 
and  Orders ;  not  only  by  profefs^d  Hirelings,  who  write 
that  They  may  eat ;  but  by  Men,  who  have  talk'd 
and  written  Themfelves  already  out  of  their  native  Ob- 
fcurity  and  Penury,  by  affecting  Zeal  in  the  Caufe  of 
Liberty  ;  not  only  by  fuch  as  Theie,  but  by  .Men,  whofe 
Birth,  Education  and  Fortune  aggravate  their  Crime 
and  their  Folly  ;  by  Men,  whom  Honour  at  leaft  mould 
reftrain  from  favouring  fo  difhonourable  a  Caufe ',  2nd 
by  Men,  whofe  peculiar  Obligations  to  preach  up 
Morality  mould  reftrain  Them,  at  leaft,  from  being  the 
Preachers  of  an  Immorality,  above  all  others,  abomina- 
ble in  its  Nature,  and  pernicious  in  its  Effects.  ' 

Thefe  Men  are  ready,  I  know,  to  tell  us  that  the  In- 
fluence They  plead  for  is  neceffary  to  ftrengthen  the 
Hands  of  Thofe,  who  govern  ;  that  Corruption  ferves 
to  oil  the  Wheels  of  Government,  and  to  render  the 
Adniiniftration  more  i'mooth  and  eafy  ;  and  that  it  can 
never  be  of  dangerous  Confequence,  under  the  prefent 

Father  of  our  Country. Abiurd  and  wicked  Triflers ! 

According  to  Them,  our  excellent  Conjiitution  (as  one  of 
your  Correfpondents  hath  observed  extremely  well )  is 
m  tetter  than  a  Jumble  of  incompatible  Powers,  which 
would  jeparate  and  fall  to  Pieces  of '  thcmf elves,  unlefs 
reftrain  d  and  upheld  by  fuch  honourable  Methods  as 
Thofe  ^Bribery  and  Corruption.  They  would 
prove,  that  the  Form  cf  our  Government  is  defective  to  a 
Degree  of  Ridkuloufneft,     But  the  Ridicule,  as  well  as 
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the  Iniquity,  is  their  own.  &  good  Government  can  want 
no  Power,  under  the  prefent  Confiitution.  A  bad  one 
may,  and  it  is  fit  it  ihould.  Popularity  is  the  Expedi- 
ent of  one,  and  will  effectually  fupport  it.  Nothing 
butx  Corruption  can  fupport  the  other.  If  there  was  a 
real  Deficiency  of  Power  in  the  Crown,  it  ought  to  be 
fupply'd,  no  Doubt.  The  old  Whimfies  of  Preroga- 
tive Ihould  not  be  revived ;  but  Limitations  ought  to  be 
taken  off,  or  new  Powers  to  be  given.  The  Friends  of 
liberty  acknowledge  that  a  Ballance  of  the  Powers,  di- 
vided among  the  three  Parts  of  the  Legijlature,  is  eilen- 
tial  to  our  Confiitution,  and  neceilary  to  fupport  it.  The 
Friends  of  Liberty  therefore  would  concur,  at  leaft  to  a 
certain  Point,  with  the  Friends  of  the  Minijiry ;  for 
the  former  are  -Friends  to  Order,  and  Enemies  to 
Licence.  For  Decency's  Sake  therefore  let  the  Debate 
be  put  on  this  IiTue.  Let  it  be  fuch  a  Debate  zsFree- 
mm  may  avow,  without  blufhing.  To  argue  from  this 
fuppofed  Deficiency  of  Power  in  the  Crown,  in  favour 
of  a  Scheme  of  Government  repugnant  to  all  Laws 
divine  and  human,  is  fuch  an  Inilance  of  abandoned, 
villainous  Proftitution,  as  the  moll  corrupt  Ages  never 
faw  ;  and  as  will  place  the  prefent  Age,  with  infamous 
Pre-eminence,  at  the  Head  of  them  j.unlefs  the  Nation 
do  itielf  Juftice,  and  fix  the  Brand  on  Thofe,     who 

ought  alone  to  bear  it. Thus  much  for  the  Iniquity 

of  the  Practice  pleaded  for.  As  to  the  Danger  of  it, 
let  us  agree  that  a  Prince,  of  fuch  Magnanimity  and 
Juftice  as  our  prefent  Monarch,  Can  Jiever  be  tempted 
by  any  fordid  Motives  to  forget  the  recent  Obligation, 
which  He  and  his  Family  have  to  the  Britifo  Nation, 
by  whom  They  were  made  Kings;  nor  to  aim  at 
greater  Power  and  Wealth  than  are  coniiitent  with  the 
Safety  of  the  Conftitution  They  are  in  trailed  to  prefer ve, 
and  obliged  to  iecure.  Allowing  This  to  be  our  pre- 
fent Cafe,  (and  concerning  our  prefent  Cafe,  there  are 
not  two  Opinions,  I  d'are  fay,  in  the  whole  Nation) 
yet  Hill  the  Symptoms  I  have  mentioned  fhew  that  the- 

Poiion, 
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Poifon,  with  which  thefe  pretended  Friends  of  the  Govern- 
ment',  and  real  Enemies  of  the  Confiitution,  corrupt  rhe 
Morals  of  Mankind,  hath  made  iome  Progrefs ;  and  if 
jthis'Progrefs  be  not  immediately  check'd  by  proper  Anti- 
dotes, and  the  Power  of  poifoning  taken  from  thefe 
Empericks,  the  Diieafe  will  grow  incurable.  The  la  ft 
difinai  Effect  of  it  may  not,  or  if  you  pleafe,  cannot 
happen  in  this  Reign  j  but  it  may,  nay  it  mull  happen 
in  fome  other,  unlefs  We  prevent  it  effectually  and  foon  5 
and  what  Seafon  more  proper  to  prevent  it  in,  and  to 
compleat  the  Security  of  our  Liberties,  than  the  Reign 
of  a  Prince,  for  whom  the  Nation  hath  done  fo  much, 
and  from  whom  by  Confequence  the  Nation  hath  a 
Right  to  expect  fo  much  ?  King  William  delivered  us 
from  Popery  and  Slavery.  There  was  Wifdom  in  his 
Councils,  and  Fortitude  in  his  Conduct.  He  fleer'd 
through  many  real  Difficulties  at  home,  and  He  fought 
our  Battles  abroad  j  and  yet  thofe  Points  of  Security, 
which  had  been  neglected,  or  not  iixniciently  provided 
for,  in  the  Honey-moon  of  his  AcceiTion,  were  continu- 
ally prefs'd  upon  Him,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  hii 
Reign.  The  Men,  who  prefs'd  them,  were  calTd  Ja- 
cobites, Tories,  Republicans,  and  Incendiaries  too,  not 
from  the  Throne  indeed,  but  by  the  Clamour  of  Thofe, 
who  mew'd  great  Indifference  at  leaft  for  the  CGnflituticn, 
whilft  They  affected  great  Zeal  for  the  Government. 
They  fucceeded  however  in  Part,  and  We  enjoy  the 
Benefit  of  their  Succefs.  If  They  did  not  fucceed  in 
the  whole  j  if  the  Settlement  neceffary  to  fecure  our 
Liberty*  and  therefore  intended  at  the  Revolution,  he  not 
yet  compleat ;  let  us  be  perfuaded,  and  let  us  act  on 
that  Perfuafion,  that  the  Honour  of  com  pleating  it  was 
referved  to  crown  the  Glories  of  the  prefent  Reign.  To 
finifli  the  great  Work,  which  King  William  began,  of* 
eftablilhing  the  Liberties  of  Britain  on  firm  and  durable 
Foundations,  mull  be  reputed  an  Honour  furely  j  and 
to  whom  can  this  Honour  belong  more  juftly  than  to  a 
Prince,  who  emulates  in  io  remarkable  a  Manner  all  the 
other  hexoick  Virtues  of  his  renowned  PredeccJTor  ?      O, 
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IN    WHICH, 

i 
The  Right  of  the  People  to  fre- 
quent Elections  of  their  Re- 
presentatives is  fully  confider'cL 


To  Caleb     D'Anyers,    Eft?; 


F  it  was  poffible  for  any  Man,  who  hath 
the  leaft  Knowledge  of  our  Conftitution, 
to  doubt  in   good    Earned  whether   the 
Prefer  vation  of  pub  lick  Freedom  depends 
on    the    Prefervation   of  Parliamentary 
Freedom,  his  Doubts  might   be  removed 
and  his  Opinion  decided,  one  would  imagine,  by   this^ 
fingle,  obvious  Remark ;  that  all    the  Defigns  of  our 
Princes  again't  Liberty,  lines  Parliametits  began   to   be 
eftablifh'd  on  the  Model  flill   fubfifting,  have  been   di- 
rected 
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ie!Wd  conftantly  to  one  of  thefe  two  Points  ;  either  to 
obtain  fuch  Parliaments  as  They  could  govern  ;  or  elie 
to  ftand  all  the  Difficulties,  and  to  run  all  the  Hazards 
of  governing  without  Parliaments,  The  Means  prin- 
cipally employ'd,  to  the  firfi  of  thefe  Purpofes,  have 
been  undue  Influences  on  the  Elections  of  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  on  thefe  Members,  when 
ehofen.  When  fuch  Influences  could  be  employ 'd  fuc- 
'cefsfully,  They  have  anfwer'd  all  the  Ends  of  arbitrary 
Will  >  and  when  they  could  not  be  fo  employ 'd,  arbi- 
trary Will  hath  been  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  Conflitu-* 
tion.  This  hath  been  the  Cafe,  not  only  flnce,  but  be- 
fore that  great  Change  in  the  Ballance  of  Property % 
which  began  in  the  Reigns  of  Henry  the  7th,  and  Henry 
the  8ch,  and  carry rd  a  great  Part  of  that  Weight  into 
of  the  Commons,  which  had  lain  before  in  the  Scale  of 
the  Peers  and  Clergy. 

If  we  look  back  as  far  as  the  Clofe  of  the  14th  Cen- 
tury (an  iEra  pretty  near  to  That,  when  Parliaments 
received  their  prefent  Form)  We  fhall  find  both  thefe 
Means  employ'd  by  one  of  the  worft  of  our  Kings, 
'Richard  the  2d.  That  He  might  obtain  his  Will, 
which  was  rafh,  He  diredled  Mandates  to  his  Sheriffs 
(Officers  of  the  Crown  and  appointed  by  the  Crown  \ 
for  fuch  They  were  then,  and  fuch  They  ftill  are) 
U  return  certain  Perfons  nominated  by  Him/elf;  and 
thus  He  acquired  an  undue  Influence  over  the  ElecJi* 
9ns.  In  the  next  Place,  He  obliged  the  Perfons  thus 
returned,  fometimes  by  Threats  and  Terr  our,  and  fame- 
times  by  Gifts,  to  confent  to  thofe  Things,  which  were 
prejudicial  to  the  Realm  ;  and  thus  He  acquired  an 
undue  Influence  over  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  fo  that, 
upon  the  whole,  the  arbitrary  Will  of  a  rafb,  head- 
ftrong  Prince,  and  the  Suggestions  of  his  wicked  Mlni- 
fters,  guided  the  Proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  be- 
came the  Law  of  the  Land.  I  might  purfue  Gbferva--, 
tions  of  the  fame  Kind  through  feveral  fucceeding 
Reigns  1  but  to  avoid  lengthening  thefe  Letters,  which 
&  3  are 


1 14      The  Craftsman, 

are  grown  perhaps  too  long  already,   let  us  defcend  at 
once  to  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the    2d  j  for  in 
That  We  fhall  find  Examples  of  all  the  Means,  which 
a  Court,  that   hath  common  Senfe,  'and  a  Prince,  who 
will  not  fet  his  Crown  on  the  Call  of  a  Dye,  can  take 
to   undermine   the   Foundations  of  Liberty,   either  by 
governing  Parliaments,  or  by  governing  without  ihem.  \ 
Now  the   flrft  Attempt,  of  this  Kind,  which  King 
Charles  made  again  ft  the  Conflitution,   was  This.     He 
improved  and  managed  the  Spirit  of  the  firft  Parlia- 
ment He  call'd,  fo  as  to  render  the  two  Houfes  obfe- 
quious  to  his  Will,  almoft  in  every  Cafe  ;  and  having 
got  the  Triennial  Bill  repeal'd,  He  kept  the  fame 
Parliament  in  Being  for  many  Years  by  Prorogations ; 
which   crept  into  Cuftom   long  before  his  Time,  but 
were  ftill  a  modern  Invention,  with  refpeft  to  the  pri- 
mitive Inftitution  of  Parliaments,  and  wholly  repug- 
nant to  the  antient  Practice.     Thus  He  eftabliih'd  a 
fianding  Parliament ;  which  is,  in  the  Nature  of  it,  as- 
dangerous  as  a  fianding  Army,  and  may  become,   in 
ibme  Conjunctures,   much  more  fatal  to  Liberty.  When 
the  Meafures   of  his  Adminiftration  grew  too  bad,  and 
ihe  Tendency  of  them  too  apparent  to  be  defended  and 
Supported,   even  in   that  Parliament,   and    even  by  a 
Party-Spirit,  He  had   Recourfe  to  a  fecond  Attempt ; 
That  is,  to  Corruption,  and  Clifford  fir  11  lifted  a  mer- 
cenary Band  of  Friends  to  the  Government,  againft  the 

Conflitution.  • Let  us  obierve,  on  this  Occafion,  and 

as  We  pafs  along,  that  a  national  Party  (fuch  a  Party 
as  the  Court  adopts,  in  Contradiftinc"tion  to  fuch  a  Party 
as  it  creates,)  will  always  retain  fome  national  Prin- 
ciples, fome  Regard  to  the  Conflitution.  They  may  be 
tranfported,  or  unprized,  during  the  Heat  cf  Conteffc 
cfpecially,  into  Meafures  of  long  and  fatal  Confequence. 
They  may  be  carry *d  on,  for  a  certain  Time  and  to  a 
pertain  Point,  by  the  Lufts  of  Vengeance  and  Power,  in 
order  to  wreak  one  upon  their  Adveriaries,  and  to  fe- 
cure  the  other  to  Themfelves.    But  a  national 'Party. 

will 
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will  never  be  the  Inftruments  of  compleating  national 
Ruin.  They  will  become  the  Adverfaries  of  their 
Friends,  and  the  Friends  of  their  Adverfaries,  to  pre- 
vent it  ;  and  the  Minifter,  who  perfifts  in  fo  villainous 
a  Project,  by  what  Name  foever  He  may  affect  to  di- 
ftinguilh  Himfelf  and  his  Followers,  will  be  found  really 
at  the  Head  of  a  Faffion,  not  of  a  Party.  But  the 
Difference  between  one  and  the  other  is  fo  vifible,  and 
the  Boundaries,  where  Party  ceafes  and  Faclion  com- 
mences, are  fo  ftrongly  markM,  that  it  is  fufficient  to 
point  at  them. 

I  return  therefore,  and  obferve  that  when  the  Spirit 
of  Party  fail'd  King  Charles,  and  the  Corruption  He 
employed  proved  ineffectual,  He  refolved  to  govern  for 
a  Time  without  Parliaments,  and  to  employ  that  Time,, 
as  foon  as  He  had  check'd  the  Spirit  of  one  Party,  by 
inflaming  That  of  another,  in  garbling  Corporations. 
He  had  found  by  Experience  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
corrupt  the  Stream  in  any  great  Degree,  as  long  as  the 
Fountain  continued  pure.  He  apply 'd  Himfelf  there- 
fore to  fpread  the  Taint  of  the  Court  in  them,  and  to 
poifon  thoie  Springs,  from  whence  the  Health  and  Vi- 
gour of  the  Conftitution  flow.  This  was  the  third,  the 
laft,  and  by  much  the  more  dangerous  Expedient,  em- 
ploy'd  by  the  Friends  of  the  Government,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  zd,  to  undermine  our  Liberties*. 
The  Effect  of  it  He  did  not  live  to  fee  ;  but  we  may 
eafily  conjecture  what  it  would  have  been. 

The  Ufe  I  make  of  what  hath  been  here  faid  is  This.. 
The  Defign  of  the  Revolution  being  not  only  to  fave  us 
from  the  immediate  Attempts  on  our  Religion  and  Li- 
berty, made  by  King  James,  but  to  fave  us  from  all 
other  Attempts,  which  had  been  made,  or  might  be 
made,  of  the  fame  Tendency  ;  to  renew  and  ftrengthen 
our  Constitution  ;  *  to  eftmlifb  the  Peace,  Honour  and \ 
Happinefs  ofthefe  Nations  upon  lofting  Foundations,— — 

and 

*  See  the  Prince  of  Orange V  Declaration, 
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and  to  procure  a  Settlement  of  the  Religion,  and  of  the 
Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Subjects,  upon  fo  Jure  a 
Foundation,  that  there  might  be  no  Danger  of  the  Na- 
tion s  relapjtng  into  the  like  Miferies  at  any  Time  here- 
after ;  This  being,  I  fay,  the  avow'd  Defign  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  Nation  having  engaged  in  it  on  a 
Confidence  that  all  This  would  be  effectually  perform'd, 
the  Defign  of  the  Revolution  was  not  accomplinYd.  the 
Benefit  of  it  was  not  fecured  to  us,  the  juft  Expectations 
of  the  Nation  could  not  be  anfwer'd,  unlefs  the  Free- 
dom of  Elections  and  the  Frequency,  Integrity  and  hide- 
pendency  of  Parliaments  were  fufficiently  provided  for. 
Thefe  are  the  Eflentials  of  Britijh  Liberty.  Defects  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Conjlitution  can  never  be  fatal,  if 
Thefe  are  preferred  intire.  But  Defects  in  Thefe  will 
loon  deilroy  the  Conjlitution,  though  every  other  Part 
of  it  mould  be  fo  preferved.  However  it  happened, 
the  Truth  and  Notoriety  of  the  Fact  oblige  us  to  fay 
that  thefe  important  Conditions,  without  which  Liberty 
can  never  be  fecure,  were  almoft,  wholly  neglected  at 
the  Revolution.  The  Claim  of  Right  declares,  indeed, 
that  Flections  ought  to  be  free  ;  that  Freedom  cf  Speech 
and  Debates  ought  not  to  be  impeadfd,  or  quefiorid  out 
cf  Parliament  ;  and  that  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held 
frequently.  But  fuch  Declarations,  however  folemnly 
made,  are  nothing  better  than  pompous  Trifles,  if  they 
ftand  alone ;  productive  of  no  Good,  and  thus  far  pro- 
ductive of  111,  that  they  ferve  to  amufe  Mankind,  in- 
Points  of  the  gieateil  Importance,  and  wherein  it  con- 
cerns Them  the  moll  nearly  neither  to  be  deceived, 
nor  fo  much  as  amufed.  Thefe  were  Rights,  no  Doubt, 
to  which  the  Nation  had  an  indifputable  Claim.  But 
then  they  ought  to  have  been  more  than  claim'd,  fince 
they  had  been  fo  often  and  lb  lately  invaded.  That 
they  were  not  more  than  claimM,  that  they  were  not 
effectually  afTerted  and  fecured,  at  this  Time,  gave  very 
great  and  immediate  Diffatisfaetion ;  and  They,  who 
were  calfd  Whigs  in  thole  Days,   diilinguiih'd  Them- 

felves- 
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felves  by  the  Loudnefs  of  their  Complaints.  Thus, 
for  Inftance,  They  infilled  that  there  could  be  no 
*  real  Settlement,  nay  that  it  was  a  J  eft  to  talk  of  a 
Settlement,  till  the  Manner  and  Time  of  calling  Parlia- 
ments, and  their  fitting,  when  call*  df  were,  fully  deter- 
mined',  and  This,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Practice 
of  keeping  one  and  the  same  Parliament^  long 
dn  Foot,  till  the  Majority  was  corrupted  by  Offices, 
Gifts,  and  Penjions.  They  inMed  that  the  Affurances 
given  at  the  Revolution  had  led  Them  to  think  that 
f  the  ancient  legal  Courfe  of  annually  chosen 
Parliaments  would  have  been  immediately  reft  or  ed ; 
and  the  particular  Circumftances  of  King  William,  who 
had  received  the  Crczun  by  Gift  of  the  People,  and 
who  had  renew'd  the  original  Contrail  with  the  People, 
(which  are  precifely  the  Circumitances  of  the  prefent 
Royal  Family)  were  urged  as  particular  Reafons  for 
the  Nation  to  expeft  his  Compliance. 

The  frequent  fitting  of  Parliament  was  indeed  pro- 
vided for,  indirectly  and  in  Confequence,  by  the  Exi- 
gencies of  the  War,  which  foon  follow'd  the  Revo- 
lution. This  War  made  aunual  Supplies  neceflary  ; 
and,  before  it  was  over,  the  fame  Neceility  of  annual 
Sejfions  of  Parliament  came  to  be  eftabliih'a,  as  it  con- 
tinues to  this  Hour,  by  the  great  Alteration  made  re- 
latively to  the  fublick  Revenue.  The  whole  publick 
Revenue  had  been  the  King's  formerly.  Parliamentary 
Aids  were,  in  thbfe  Day?,  extraordinary  and  occalio- 
nal  ;  and  Things  came  to  that  Pais  at  laft,  that  Par- 
liaments were  more  frequently,  or  more  rarely  convened, 
jure  as  Courts  had  more  frequent,  or  more  rare  Occa- 
fions  for  fuch  Supplies.  But  King  William  began  to 
be,  and  all  our  Princes  fince  Him   have   continued  to 


*  See  Confiderations   concerning  the  State  of  the  Na- 
tion, by  Mr.  Hambden,  pub  lifted  in  1692. 

f  An  Enquiry,  or  aDifcourfe,  &&.  fubUft?  d  in  1693. 

be. 
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be,  only  Proprietors  for  Life  of  that  Part  of  ■  fat  pub  tick 
Revenue,  which  is  appropriated  to  their  Civil-Lift  \ 
although  They  are  intruded  ilill  with  the  Management 
of  the  Whole,  and  are  even  the  Stewards  of  the  publick 
Creditors  for  that  Part,  which  is  the  private  Property 
of  tbefe  Creditors.  This  is  the  prefent  State,  fuffickntly 
known,  but  neceffary  to  bemention'd,  particularly  on 
this  Occasion  ;  and  This  muft  continue  to  be  the  State, 
unlefs  fome  Prince  mould  arife  hereafter,  who,  being 
advifed  by  a  defperate  Minifter,  abetted  by  a  mercenary 
Fatlion,  iupported  by  a  ftanding  Army,  and  infiga? 
ted,  like  Richard  the  2d,  by  the  *  Rajhnefs  of  his  own 
'Temper,  may  lay  rapacious  Hands  on  all  the  Funds,  that 
have  been  created,  and  by  applying  illegally  what  He 
may  raife  legally,  convert  the  whole  to  his  own  Ufe, 
and  fo  eftablifh  arbitrary  Power,  by  depriving  at  one 
Stroke  many  of  his  Subjects  of  their  Property,  and  all 
of  Them  of  their  Liberty.  Till  This  happens,  (and 
Heaven  forbid  that  it  mould  be  ever  attempted  ! )  Sef- 
jions  of  Parliament  muft  be  annually  held,  or  the  Go- 
vernment itfelf  be  diftrefs'd.  But  neither  is  This  fuch  a 
direct  and  full  Security  as  the  Importance  of  the  Thing 
requires ;  nor  does  the  Security  of  our  Liberty  confifi 
only  in  frequent  SeJJicns  of  Parliaments  ;  but  it  con- 
iifls  likewife  in  frequent  new  Parliaments.  Nay,  it 
confifts  fo  much  more  in  This  than  in  the  other t  that 
the  former  may  tend,  without  the  latter,  even  more 
than  the  Discontinuance  of  Parliaments,  to  the  Lofs  of 
Liberty.  This  was  forefeen  by  the  Wifdom  of  our 
Conftitution.  According  to  That,  although  it  became 
in  Time  (by  the  Courfe  of  Events  and  infeniible  Al- 
terations! no  longer  neceffary  to  call  Parliaments  once, 
or  even  ttoiee  in  a  Tear,  which  had  been  the  more  an- 
cient Practice  ;  yet  ftili  our  Kings  continue  under  an 
Incapacity  of  proceeding  long  in  Government,  with 


Per  immoderatam  voluntatem. 

any 
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any  tolerable  Eafe  and  Safety  to  Themfelves,  with- 
out  the  Concurrence  and  Affiftance  of  thcfe  AJfemblies. 
According  to  the  fame  Conflitution,  as  Parliaments 
were  to  be  held,  Co  they  were  to  be  cbofen  frequent- 
ly ;  and  the  Opinion,  that  the  Holding  and  Continu- 
ance of  Parliaments  depended  abfolutely  on  the  Will  of 
the  Prince,  may  be  juftly  rank'd  among  thofe  Attempts, 
that  were  made  by  fome  Men  to  fet  the  Law,  whilfr. 
others  endeavoured  to  fet  the  Go/pel,  on  the  Side  of  ar- 
bitrary Power.  This  is  the  plain  Intent  and  Scheme 
of  our  Conflitution,  which  provides  that  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  People  mould  have  frequent  Opportu- 
nities to  communicate  together  about  national  Grievan- 
ces ;  to  complain  of  them,  and  to  obtain  the  Redrefs  of 
them,  in  an  orderly,  folemn,  legal  Manner ;  and  that 
the  People  mould  have  frequent  Opportunities  of  cal- 
ling their  Reprefentatives  to  Account,  as  it  were,  for  the 
Difcharge  of  the  Truft  committed  to  Them,  and  of 
approving,  or  difapproving  their  Conduct,  by  electing 
or  not  eleding  Them  anew.  Thus  our  Confitution  fup- 
pofes,  that  Princes  may  abufe  their  Power,  and  Par- 
liaments betray  their  Truft;  and  provides,  as  far  as 
human  Wifdom  can  provide,  that  neither  one,  nor 
the  other,  may  be  able  to  do  fo  long,  without  a  fuffi- 
cient  Controul.  If  the  Crown,  indeed,  perfifts  in  ufurp- 
mg  on  the  Liberty  of  the  People,  or  in  any  other 
Kind  of  Male-Adminiftration ;  and  if  the  Prince,  who 
wears  it,  proves  deaf,  as  our  Princes  have  fometimes 
been,  to  the  Voice  of  his  Parliament  and  his  People, 
there  remains  no  Remedy  in  the  Syftem  of  the  Confi- 
tution. The  Confitution  is  broken  by  the  Obitinacy  of 
xht  Prince,  and  the  *  People  muft  appeal  to  Heaven  in 
lots,  as  in  all  other  Cafes,  where  Ihey  have  no  Judge 

A       nl  ,   ThuS' if  a  *arUam'»t  ftould  pernft  m  abet- 
ting Male-Admmiftration,  or  any  Way  give  up  thofe 
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Liberties,  which  They  were  intrufted  to  maintain,  no 
Doubt  can  be  made  but  that  the  People  would   be  in 
the  fame  Cafe;    fince  their  Reprefentatives   have  no 
more  Right  to  betray  Them,  than  their  Kings  have  to 
ufurpupon  Them;  and  by  Conference  They  would 
acquire  the  fame  Right  of  appealing  to  Heaven,^  our 
Cotiftitution  had   not  provided  a  Remedy  againft  this 
Evil,  which  could  not  be  provided  againft  the  other ; 
but  our  Cotiftitution  hath  provided  fuch  a  Remedy  in 
the  frequent  Succrjftons  of  new  Parliaments,  by  which 
there  is  not  Time  fufficient  given  to  form  a  Majority  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  into  a  ministerial 
Cabal  ;  or  by  which,  if  This  fhould  happen,  fuch  a 
Cabal  muft  be  foon  broken.     Thefe  Reflections  and 
fuch  others,  as  they  naturally  fuggeft,  are  fufficient  to 
convince  any  thinking  Man,   ift,  That  nothing  could 
make  it  fafe,  nor  therefore  reafonable,  to  repofe  in  any 
Set  of  Men  whatfoever  fo  great  a  Trull  as  the  >  colleftivj 
Body  delegates  on  the  Representative  in  this  Kingdom, 
except  the  Shortnejs  of  the  Term,  for  which  this  Truft  is 
delegated,      zdly,  That  every  Prolongation  of  this  Term 
is  therefore,  in  its  Degree,  unfafe  for  the  People ;  that 
it  weakens  their  Security,  and  endangers  Liberty  by  the 
very  Powers  given  for  its  Piefervation.  .    $dly,  That 
fuch  Prolongations  expofe   the  Nation,  in  the  poflible 
Cafe  of  having  a  corrupt  Parliament,  to  lofe  the  great 
Advantage,  which  our  Conftituiion  hath  provided,  of 
curing  the  Evil,  before  it  grows  conf. rm'd  and  defpe- 
rate,  by  the  gentle  Method  of  chufing  a  new  Reprcjen- 
tatire,  and  reduce  the  Nation  by  Confequence  to  have 
no  other  Alternative  than  That  of  Submitting,  or  refill- 
ing ;  though  Submijfion  will  be  as  grievous,  and  Refif 
tance    much  more  difficult,  when   the  Legiflature  be- 
trays its  Truft,  than  when  the  King  alone    abufes   his 

Power. —Thefe  Reflections,  I  iay,  are  fufficient  to 

prove  thefe  Propositions  y  and  thefe  Proportions  let  be- 
fore us,  in  a  vefv  ftrong  Light,  the  Neceffity  of  tiling 
our  utmoft  Efforts  that  the  true  Defign  of  our  Confti- 
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tution  may  be   purfued  as  clofely  as  poflible   by   the 
Re-eftabliihment   of  annual,    or  at  leaft   of    triennial 
"Parliaments.     But  the  Importance  of  the  Matter,  and 
the   particular  Seafonablenefs  of  the  Conjuncture,  in- 
vite me  to    offer  one   Conlideration  more   upon  this 
Head,  which  I  think  will  not  Strike  the  lefs  for  be- 
ing obvious    and   plain.     It  is  This.     Should  a  King 
obtain,  for  many  Tears  at    once,    the    Supplies    and 
Powers,  which  ufed  to  be  granted  annually  to  Him  ; 
This    would    be    deemed,    I  prelume,    even  in    the 
prefent  Age,    an    unjuftifiable   Meafure,    and    an  in- 
tolerable Grievance,  for  this  plain  Reafon  ;  becaufe  it 
would  alter  our  Conftitution  in  the  fundamental  Article, 
that  rea^'ires  frequent  dfemblies  of  the  whole  Legijlature, 
in  order  to  affift,  and  controul  too,  the  executive  Pozver, 
which  is  intrufled  with  one  Part  of  it.     Now  I  ask,  W 
not  the  Article,  which  requires  frequent  Eleclions  of  the: 
Representative,  by  the  collective  Body  pf  the  People,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  latter  againft  the  ill  Confequences 
of  the  poiiible  Weaknefs,  or  Corruption  of  the  former, 
as  fundamental  an  Article,  and  as  eiTential  to  the  Pre- 
servation of  our  Liberties,  as  the  other  P  No  Man  dares 
fay  that  it  is  not ;  at  leait  no  Man,  who  delerves  our  At- 
tention.    The  People*  of  Britain  have  as  good  a  Right, 
and  a  Right  as  neeeffary   to  be  afierted,  to  keep  their 
Rebrejentaiives  true  to  the  Truft  repofed  in  Them,  and 
to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Confti tution,  by  the  Controul 
of  frequent  Elections,  as  They  have  to  keep  their  Kims 
true  to  the  Truit  repofed  in  Them,  and  to  the  Prelerva- 
tion  of  the  Conjlitution,  by   the  Controul  of  frequent 
Sittings  of  Parliament.     How  comes  it  then  to  pais, 
that  we  may  obierve  10  great  a  Difference  in  the  Senti- 
ments of  Mankind,   about  theie   tzvo  Cafes?  Propose 
the  firft,   there  is   no  fervi He  Friend  of 'the  Gov  eminent > 
who  will  not  a{Fe£i  all  that  Horror  at   the  Proportion, 
which  every  Friend  of  the  Conftitution  will  really  feel. 
Prppofe  the   keeping  up  feptennial,    nay   the   making 
decennial  Parliaments,  the  fame  Friends  of  the  Government 
will  contend  firenuoufly  for  one,  and  by  Gonfequence  for 
Vol.  XII,  L  fab 
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both  i  fince  there  can  be  no  Reaftm  alledged  for  the 
ftrft,  which  is  not  ftronger  for  the  /aft,  and~  would 
not.be  ftill  ftronger  for  a  longer  Term.  Thefe  Reaibns, 
drawn  from  two  or  three  common-place  Topicks  of 
pretended  Convenience  and  Expediency,  or  of  juppefed 
Tranquility  at  borne,  and  Strength  abroad,  I  need  no  if 
mention.  They  have  been  mention'd  by  others,  and 
fufficiently  refuted.  But  That,  which  may  very  juftly 
appear  marvellous,  is  This ;  that  fome  Men,  I  think 
not  many,  who  are  true  Friends  of  the  Conftitution,  have 
been  ftagger'd  in  their  Opinions,  and  almoft  feduced  by 
the  falfe  Reafonings  of  thefe  Friends  of  the  Government ; 
though  nothing  can  be  more  eafy  than  to  mew  from 
Reafon  and  Experience,  that  Ccnveniency,  Expediency, 
and  domeftick  Tranquility  may  be,  and  in  Fact  have 
been  as  well,  nay  better  fecured,  under  triennial,  nay 
annual  Parliaments,  than  under  Parliaments  of  a  longer 
Continuance;  and  as  for  Strength  abroad,  (That  is,  na- 
tional Credit  and  Influence)  it  will  depend  on  the  Opi- 
nion foreign  Nations  have  of  our  national  Djjpofitiens, 
and  the  Unanimity  of  our  Sentiments.  It  mull  be 
chiefly  determined  therefore  by  their  Knowledge  of 
the  real  Senfe  of  the  Nation.  Now  that  can  appear 
no  Way  fo  much  as  in  the  natural  State  of  our  Confti- 
tution, by  frequent  Eleclions  ;  and  when  it  does  ap- 
pear fo,  it  muft  have  another  Kind  of  Effect  than  the 
bare  Refolutions  of  a  ft  ale,  minifterial  Parliame?it  j 
.efpecially  if  it  happens,  as  it  may  happen  in  fome 
future  Time,  that  the  Senfe  of  the  Nation  ihould  ap- 
pear to  be  different  from  the  Senfe  of  fuch  a  Parliament ; 
and  that  the  Refolutions  of  fuch  a  Parliament  fhould 
be  avowedly  dictated  by  Men,  odious  and  hated,  con- 
temptible and  contemn'd,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

But  in  the  Suppofition  that  fome  Inconveniencies 
may  arife  by  frequent  Eleclions  ;  (which  is  only  allow'd 
for  Argument's  Sake  ;)  are  fuch  Inconveniencies,  and 
the  trifling  Coniequences  of  them,  to  be  let  in  the 
Ballance  againfl  the   Danger  of  weakening  any   one 
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Barrier  of  our  Liberty  ?  Every  Form  of  Government 
hath  Advantages  and  Difad vantages  peculiar  to  it. 
Thus  abfolute  Monarchies  feem  molt  formM  for  fudden 
?nd  vigorous  Efforts  of  Power,  either  in  attacking,  or 
in  defending  ;  whilit,  in  free  Gmftitutjons,  'the  Forms 
of  Government  muft  be  nccefTarily  more  complicated 
and  flow;  lb  that  in  Thefe,  the  fame  Secrecy  cannot  be 
always  kept,  nor  the  fame  Difpaich  always  made,  nor 
the  fame  Steadinefs  of  Meafures  always  purfued.  Muft 
all  thefe  Forms,  inflituted  to  preferve  the  Checks  and 
Controuls  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Cerftiiution  On 
one  another,  and  neceiTary  by  Confequence  to  pre- 
ferve the  Liberty  of  the  whole,  be  abandoned  therefore, 
and  d.free  ConfiitHticw  be  deftroy*d»  for  the  Sake  offense 
littk  Conveniency,  or  Expediency  the  more,  in  the  Ad- 
ministration of  pnblick  Affairs  ?  No  certainly.  We 
itaufl:  keep  our  free  Conftitution,  with  the  fmall  De- 
fers belonging  to  it,  or  We  mult  change  it  for  an  ar- 
bitrary Government,  free  perhaps  from  thefe  Defects,  but 
liable  to  more  and  to  worfe.  In  fhort,  We  mult 
make  our  Option  ,•  and  furely  this  Option  is  not 
hard  to  be  made,  between  the  real  and  permanent 
Bieffings  of  Liberty,  difrufed  through  a  whole  Nation, 
and  the  fantaftick  and  accidental  Advantages,  which 
They,  who  govern,  not  the  Body  of  the  People,  enjoy  un- 
der abfolute  Monarchies.  I  will  not  multiply  Inftances, 
though  they  croud  in  upon  me.  ■    ■  Two  Confuls 

were  chofen  annually  at  Rome,  and  the  Procmfular 
Power  in  the  Government  of  Provinces  was  limited  to 
a  Tear.  Several  Inconveniencies  arofe,  no  Doubt,  from 
the  flricTt  Obfervation  of  this  Inftitution.  Some  appear 
very  plain  in  Hiitory  ;  and  We  may  allure  ourielvea 
that  many  Arguments  of  Conveniemy,  of  Expediency, 
of  prelerving  the  Tranquility  of  the  City,  and  of  giv- 
ing Strength  zndWeight  to  the  Arms  and  Counfels  of 
the  Commonwealth,  were  urged  to  prevail  on  the  Peo- 
ple to  difpenfe  with  thefe  Inftitutions,  in  Favour  of 
Pompey  and  of  C&far.     What  was  the  Confequence  ? 
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The  Pyrafes  were  extirpated,  the  Price  of  Corn  was  re- 
duced, Spain  was  held  in  Subjection,  Gaul  was  con- 
quered, the  Germans  were  repulfed,  Rome  triumphM, 
her  Government  flourifhed  ;   but   her   Conflitution  was 

ckitroy'd,  her  Liberty  was  loft. The  Law  of  Habeas 

Corpus,  that  noble  Badge  of  Liberty,  which  every 
Subject  of  Britain  wears,  and  by  which  He  is  diftin- 
guimed  fo  eminently,  not  from  the  Slaves  alone,  but 
even  from  the  Freemen  of  other  Countries;  the  Law  of 
-Habeas  Corpus,  I  fay,  may  be  attended  perhaps  with 
jfome  little  Inconveniencies,  in  Time  of  Sedition   and 

Rebellion. The  flow  Methods  of  giving  Money, 

and  the  flricl  Appropriations  of  it,  when  given,  may  be 
attended  with  fome  Ineonveniency  likewife,  in  Times 

of  Danger,    and  in  great  Exigencies  of  State 

•But  who  will  plead  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Acl  ',  or  who  would  not  prefs  for  the  Revival  of  it,  if 
it  flood  fufpended  for  an  indefinite,  or  even  a  long 
Term? — — Who  will  fay  that  the  Practice  of  giving 
Money  without  Account,  or  palling  Votes  of  Credit,  (by 
which  the  Purfe  of  the  People  is  taken  out  of  -the  Hands 
cf  Thofe,  whom  the  People  trailed,  and  put  into 
the  Hands  of  Thofe,  whom  They  neither  did,  nor  would 
have  trailed)  who  will  fay  that  fuch  a -Deviation  from 
thole  Rules  of  Parliament,  which  ought  to  be  deem'd 
iacred  and  preferved  inviolate,  may  be  eflabliih'd,  or 
fhould  not  be  oppofed  by  all  poiTible  Means,  if  it  was 
cftablifh'd  ? 

If  all  This  be  as  clear  as  I  imagine  it  is }  if  the 
Objections  to  frequent  Eleclions  of  Parliaments  do 
not  lye;  or,  fuppofmg  thein  to  lye,  if  the  Danger  on 
cm  Side  outweighs  vaitly  the  fuppoied  Inconveniency 
on  the  other ;  nay,  if  Laws  and  Infitutions,  not  more 
eiTential  to  the  Pre/ervation  of  Liberty  than  this  araient 
and  fundamental  Rule  of  our  Conflitution,  be  main- 
tain'd  ;  and  if  all  Men  are  forced  to  agree,  (even  They, 
wTho  wifh  them  perhaps  abolihVd)  that  they  ought  to 
be  maintained,  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  Liberty ;  let 

me 
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me  ask  again,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  We  obferve  fa 
great  a  Difference  between  the  Sentiments  and  Reafon- 
ings  of  Mankind  shout  frequent  Sejfons  of  Parliament, 
and  frequent  Parliaments ;  about  the  Cafe  now  before 
us,  and  all  the  others,  that  have  been  mention'd  ?  The 
only  Manner,  in  which  I  can  account  for  fuch  an  In- 
confiftency,  is  This.  The  Sight  of  the  Mind  differs 
very  much  from  the  Sight  of  the  Body,  and  its  Opera- 
tions  are. frequently  the  Reverie  of  the  other.  Objects 
at  a  Diftance  appear  to  the  former  in  their  true  Magni- 
tude, and  diminifh  as  they  are  brought  nearer.  The 
Event,  that  created  much  Aftoniffiment,  Indignation, 
or  Terror  in  Profpefr.,  creates  lefs  and  left,  as  it  ap- 
proaches, and  by  the  Time  it  happens,  Men  have  fa- 
miliarized   Themfelves   to    it. If    the    Romans 

had  been  told,  in  the  Days  of  Auguflus,  that  an  Em- 
peror would  fucceed,  in  whofe  Reign  an  Horfe  fhould 
be  made  Conful,  They  would  have  been  extremely 
furprized.  I  believe,  They  were  not  fo  much  furprized, 
when  the  Thing  happen'd  ;  when  the  Horfe  was  Conful 
and  Caligula  Emperor.  — — If  it  had  been  foretold  to 
thofe  Patriots  at  the  Revolution,  who  remember'd  long 
■"Parliaments,  who  ftill  felt  the  Smart  of  them,  who 
ftruggled  hard  for  annual,  and  obtained  with  much 
Difficulty,  at  .the  End  of  five  or  fix  Years,  triennial 
Parliaments,  that  a  Time  would  come,  when  even  the 
Term  of  triennial  Parliaments  would  be  deemM  too 
fhort,  and  a  Parliament,  chofen  for  three  Tears,  would 
chufe  itlelf  for  four  more,  and  entail  fepUnnial  Parlia- 
merits  on  the  Nation  ;  that  This  would  happen,  and  the 
Fruits  of  their  honeft  Labours  be  loft,  in  little  more 
than  twenty  Years ;  and  that  it  would  be  brought  about, 
whilfl  our  Government  continued  on  the  Foundations 
They  had  then  fo  newly  laid  ;  if  all  This  had  been 
foretold  at  the  Time  I  mention,  it  would  have  appearM 
improbable  and  monftrous  to  the  Friends. of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Yet  it  hath  happen'd  ;  and,  in  lets  than  twenty 
JSfcars,  his  grown,  or  is  growing,  familiar  to  us.     The 
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uniform  Zeal  and  Complaifance  of  our  Parliaments  for 
the  Crozun  leave  little  Room  to  apprehend  any  Attempt 
to  govern  without  them ;  or  to  make  Them  do  in  one 
SeJJion  the  Work  of  feven ;  though  This  would  be  ex- 
tremely convenient,  no  Doubt,  a  great  Eafe-  to  future 
Minijlers,  and  a  great  faving  of  Expence  and  Time  to 
Country  Gentlemen.     But  fuppofe,  (for  I  defire  it  may 
be  remembefd  that  We  reafon  hypothetically)  fuppofe  a 
Parliament  mould  think  fit  to  give,  in  the  firft  Sejfion^ 
all  the  Money,  ail  the  Credit,  and  all  the  Pozuers,  ne- 
ceiTary  for  carrying  on  the  Government,  during  feven 
Tears  \  and  then  let  thole  Perfons,  who  will  be  fhock'd 
at  this  Suppofition,  and  yet  declare  Themfelves  for  fep- 
tennial  Parliaments,  lay  their  Hands  on  their  Hearts, 
and  connder  whether  fuch  an  Alteration  of  the  Con  Hi-  ! 
.tation  might  not  grow  familiar  to  Them,  and  even  gain  . 
their  Approbation.     I  think,  it  would  do  fo.     I  am 
fure,  it  might  as  reafonably  as  the  other.     They  would  i 
find  the  Eafe,    in  one   Cafe,    of  little  Attendance,  as 
much  as  That  of  diftant  Elections,  in  the  other.     The 
Arguments  of  Conveniency,  Expediency,  publick  Tran-.\ 
quility,  and.  Strength  to  the  Government,  would  be  juft  j 
as  well  apply  M  ;   and  if  the  Minifters  mould,  by  Miracle, 
make  no  very  exorbitant  ill  Ufe   of  fuch  a  Situation,  I 
doubt  whether  He,  who  ihould  plead  for  annual  Parli- 
aments then,  would  be  much  better  heard  by  the  fame 
-  Perform,  than  Ke,  who  pleads  for  frequent  Eletlions  of 
Parliaments,  is  now.     But  let  not  the  Lovers  of  Liberty, 
the.  Friends  of  our  Conftitution,  reafon  in  this  Manner. 
Let  Them  remember  that  Danger  commences,  when  the 
Breach  is  made,  not  .when  the  Attack  is  begun;    that 
He,  who  neglects  to  flcp  the  Leak,  as  foon  as  it  is  difco- 
ver'd,   in  Hopes  to  fave  his  Ship  by  Pumping,  when 
the   Water  gu flies  in  with   Violence,    defer ves  to    be 
drownMj    and,   to  lay   atide  Figures  of  Speech,    that 
our  Confitnticn  is  not,  like  the  Schemes  of  feme  Politi- 
cians,   a    jamble  of   disjointed,   incoherent  Whimfies, 
but  a  noble  and  wife  Syityn,  the  eflentiai  Parts  of  which 
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are  fo  proportioned,  and  fo  intimately  connected,  that  a 
Change  in  one  begets  a  Change  in  the  whole  ;  that  the 
frequent  Elections  of  Parliament  are  as  much  an  eflential 
Part  of  this  Syitem  as  the  frequent  Sittings  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  that  the  Work  of  the  Revolution  is  imperfeft 
therefore,  and  our  future  Security  precarious,  unlefs 
our  ancient  Confliiution  be  reftored,  in  this  eflential  Part; 
and  that  the  Reftoration  of  it,  in  this  Part,  is  one  of 
th6fe  Methods,  by  which  alone  the  pernicious  Defigns 
of  fuch  Men,,  as  We  have  mentioned  in  a  former  Letter, 
.  if  any  fuch  mould  be  ever  admitted  into  Power,  (Ene- 
mies to  the  Conftitution,  under  the  Mask  of  Zeal  for  the 
Government )  may  be  defeated. 

O.  I  am,  S  I  R,  &c. 

N.  B.  The  remaining  Papers  upon  this  Subjecl  will 
be  inferted  in  the  next  Volume*  according  to  the  Order, 
in  which  they  were  originally  publiftfd. 
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Some   REMARKS    on  a  Letter  to  the  Crafts- 
men, £sV.  humbly  inscribed  to  the  Author. 

Thrice  honourable  Sir, 

HERE  is  fuch  an  agreeable  Mixture  of 
the  Horatian  Salt,  and  the  Sauce  de  Ro- 
bert in  your  late  Epiftle,  that  no  Body 
can  doubt  a  Moment  concerning  the 
Authors  of  it  ;  but  as  the  fine  Turns  of 
Wit,  the  Bdicacy  of  Language,  and  the 
mailerly  Addrefs  of  the  whole  are  far  iuperior  to  that 
Solidity  of  Matter^  that  Strength  cf  Argument,  and 

even 
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even  that  noble  Boldnefs  of  Spirit,  which  runs  through 
it,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  your  Honour  had  the 
chief  Hand  in  this  Performance,  and  that  your  Brother 
only  fteptin  now  and  then  to  your  Affiftance,  and  adled 
the  Part  of  an  occafional  Coadjutor. 

You  are  plealed  to  addrefs  Yourfelf,  in  this  incom- 
parable Piece,  to  the  Craftsmen  in  general;  That 
is,  to  all  Perfons,  who  have  diitinguifh'd  Themfelves, 
either  within  Doors,  or  without,  in  the  Caufe  of  Li- 
berty I  wifh  there  may  not  be  fome  deep  Fetch  of 
Policy  in  This ;  and  to  tell  you  the  Truth,  Sir,  I  have 
Reafon  to  fufpecl:  it,  when  I  confider  that  it  comes 
from  fo  profound  a  Politician  i  for  as  the  old  Diftin&ions 
of  Whig  and  Tory  are  growing  quite  out  of  Date 
with  all  fenuble  Men,  You  feem  to  have  a  Defign  of 
-  dividing  the  Nation  again  into  two  new  Parties,  under 
the  Denomination  of  the  Craftsmen  and  the  *  Ro- 
bertsmen.  You  may  think,  perhaps,  that  fuch  a; 
Diflinftion  will  be  of  more  Service  to  You,  than  That , 
of  a  Court  and  a  Country  Party,  which  now 
prevails  in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  But  though  it 
muft  be  confefs'd  that  the  Clan  of  the  Robertsmen 
hath  grown  to  a  prodigious  Height  of  late  Years,  and; 
feems  to  require  another  Aft  of  Parliament  to  fupprefs 
Them  ;  yet  you  cannot  lurely  want  to  be  inform'd 
that  the  Craftsmen,  according  to  your  Interpreta- 
tion, are  infinitely  fuperior  in  Number;  and,  if  We 
except  all  Offices  ecclefiaftical,  civil  and  military,  may 
be  computed  to  amount,  at  leaft,  to  Ninety-nine  Parts 
in  an  Hundred  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

Some  of  thefe  Gentlemen   are  employ 'd,   at  prefenfr, 
upon  Bulinefs  of  a  little  more  Importance  than  answer- 
ing 

*  A  Gang  of  bold  and  impudent  Thieves,  who  took 
their  Name  from  Robin  Hood,  their  Leader,  and  in- 
fefled  the  frontiers  of  England  and  Scotland,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Richard  the  if.  There  are  fever al.  old 
Statutes  agairf  thefe  Men,     .    ■  See  Cohih  Inftitutes. 
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ing  your  Letters  ;  but  as  I  have  for  many  Years  pro- 
fefs'd  Myfelf  one  of  the  Craft/men,  and  have  even  re- 
ceived feveral  particular  Marks  of  Favour  and  Diftinfti- 
on  from  your  Fraternity,  upon  that  Account  j  it  may 
be  expected  that  I  mould  make  fome  Remarks  upon  fo 
considerable  a  Production,  that  the  Force  of  your  Argu- 
ments may  not  pafs  intirely  unanfwer'd. 

In  the  firfl  Place  then,  who  can  forbear  admiring 
your  Honour's  great  Skill  and  Dexterity,  by  drefiing  up 
an  Admirer  of  the  Craft/men  in  your  own  Coat,  and 
bringing  Him  upon  the  Stage  to  utter  a  Jargon  of  ridi- 
culous Trumpery,  which  no  Body  but  You  could  put 
into  his  Mouth. 

This  friend  of  ours  happen'd,  it  feems,  to  fall  into 
Company,  where  all  were  {launch  Robertfmen  except 
Himfelf,  and  was  ftrangely  puzzled  to  anfwer  their 
.  wife  Queftions,  concerning  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs. 
I  a  in  quite  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  where  He  could  pofnbly 
drop  into  fuch  Company ;  for  I  know  but  one  Place  in 
the  whole  Kingdom,  where  the  Majority  is  on  "your 
Side.  Your  Honour  is  fo  candid  as  to  admit  that  this 
Diftrefs  of  our  Friend  was  owing  to  the  Want  of  due 
Inftruttion  from  his  Leaders ;  and  therefore,  left  any. 
of  the  ignorant  Zealots  in  our  Caufe  mould  happen  to 
be  catch'd  again  in  the  fame  Trap,  I  think  it  incumbent 
upon  Me  to  publifh  the  following  Placartfoi  their  Di- 
rection. 

Your  Honour  begins  with  'fome  warm  Expoftalatiors 
lo  the  Craftfmen,  for  continuing  filent  upon  fo  critical 
a  Conjuncture,  and  with  asking  the  Realbn,  why  fucb 
able  Politicians  and  Patriot^  as  We  pretend  to  be,  do 
not  ajfift  our  Country  with  fome  good  Advice,  and  cor- 
rect the  Blunders  of  the  Mini/try  ?- This  Quellion 

is  reafonable  enough  of  itfelf ;  but  is  very  improperly 
urged  to  the  Craftfmen,  whom  You  and  your  noble 
Brother  have  ufed  fo  ungratefully  for  their  pari  Services, 
upon  Occaiions  of  the  fame  Nature.  You  know  very 
well  that  We  have  often  affifted  You  with  good  Advice ; 

that 
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that  We  have  actually  corrected  fome  of  your  Blun- 
ders, and  ck>ne  all  in  our  Power  to  prevent  your  being 
guilty  of  Gibers.  How  generoufly  did  We  interpofe 
our  Advice,  with  relation  to  the  Irish  Recruits  ; 
and  how  did  You  behave,  upon  that  Occafion  ?  Why, 
your  Brother  took  our  Advice  and  followed  it  ;  You  \ 
fnivell'd  at  the  Difappointment  of  your  Friends  in 
France',  and  both  of  Touahukd  us  at  the  fame  Time  £1 
though  Experience  fhews   how  feafonably  we  check'd "! 

You  in  that  glorious  Engagement. But  let  us  come 

a  little  nearer  to  the  preient  Cafe.     Did   not  We  turn 
your  Eyes  towards  Vienna,  after  You  had   been   hlun-*j 
dering  through  all  Parts  of 'Europe  °,  and  when  We  found;  j 
You  groping  in   the  Dark   about   the  Honfe,  did  noU 
We  point  out  the  right  Way,  and  tell  You  the  Confe-J 
quences  of  creeping  in  by  any  other  ?  I  need   not  put 
You  in  Mind  how  You  rewarded  us  for  thefe  good  OfH- 1 
ces.     Inftead  of  returning  us  Thanks,  as  You  ought  in 
Gratitude  to  have  done,  You  employ  M  a  Band  of  Mer- 
cenaries to  prove-that  no  private  Man  ought  to  inter- 
meddle in  publick  Affairs,  particularly  with  Relation 
to  foreign  Tranfaclions  ;  and  that  the  Difcuihon  of  Juch 
Taints,  whilft  under  Negotiation,  does  not  come  within 
the  due  Bounds  of  Liberty.     Nay,   You  cannot  forget: 
that  the  Bloodhounds  ofthePrefs  were  halioo'd  upon  us,, 

and 1  leave  your  own  Conscience   to  fupply  the 

left. 

I  mall  only  obferve  that  the  Hague  Letter, 
which  hath  been  adjudged  a  Libel  by  a  Special  Ju- 
ry, and  the  next  Differtation  in  this  Paper,  which  was 
presented  as  fuch  by  another  Middlesex  Jury, 
were  publim'd  almoft  two  Months  before  the  laft  Treaty 

of  Vienna  was  fign'd. How  unreafonable  therefore 

is  it  to  reproach  us  with  declining  to  give  You  our  Ad- 
vice, upon  the  prefent  Conjuncture,  when  You  had  be- 
fore employ'd  your  Advocates  to  prove  fuch  Advice  con- 
trary to  Law,  and  have  even  puniiVd  us  for  it,  in  a 
very  fevere  Manner,  according  to  Law  ? 

1  Befides, 
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Beiides,  your  Importunities,  upon  this  Head,  are  a 
little  inconfiftent  with  your  own  Character  of  the 
Craftfmen,  who  are  more  than  once  reprefented  as 
Perfons  of  much  lefs  Capacity  and  Experience  in  Bufi- 
nefs  than  our  prefent  Minifters.  This  is  fufRciently 
teftify'd  by  the  Event  of  Things;  and  therefore  it 
feems  beneath  Men  of  fuch  Capacities  to  call  upon 
Us,  in  lb  preffing  a  Manner,  for  our  Affiftance. 

Your  next  Charge  againft  the  Craftfmen  is  equally 
ridiculous,  and  (pardon  the  Expreffion)  utterly  faKe; 
I  mean,  that  We  have  changed  Sides,  and  taken  the 
Part    of  France,    or  Spain,  or  the  Emperor,  as  We 

thought  would  mojl  embarrafs  Affairs. You  know, 

Sir,  in  your  own  Confcience,  that  We  have  fteadily 
adhered  to  one  Set  of  Principles,  or  Syftem  of  Policy; 
whilft  Tou  and  your  Brother  have  been  fneaking  about 
from  Court  to  Court,  till  You  have  gone  through  them 
all,  and  I  am  afraid  will  nnd  it  very  difficult  to  begin 
the  Tour  again. 

Finding  our  Friend  intirely  at  a  ~Lofs  what  to  fay 
upon  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs,  You  are  (6  good  as 
to  give  Him  a  Lift,  and  fupply  the  Want  of  our  In- 
ftruction. 

You  obferve,  with  great  Sagacity  and  Acutenefs,  that 
there  are  but  *  three  Ways,  which  the  Government  can 
poiTibly  take  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture  ;  viz.  either  to 
obferve  a  Neutrality  between  the  contending  Bowers ; 
or  to  enter  briskly  into  the  War,  in  Support  of  the  Em- 
peror; or  to  suspend  a  little,  and  remain  for  fome 
Time  in  a  State  ^Inaction.  Now,  whichever  of 
thefe  Ways  the  Government  mail  tkink  fit  to  take,  You 
acknowledge  very  frankly  that  the  Craftfmen  may  ea- 
filyfay  many  fpecious  Things  againft  it,  and  have  actually 
put  fome  of  them  into  our  Mouths.  You  might  think 
Yourfelf,  perhaps,  very  cunning  in  this  Method  of 
Reafoning,  and  hope  that  it  would  anticipate  all   our 
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Objections  to  your  future  Conduct ;  but,  as  it  com- 
monly happens  to  over  wife  People,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  You  have  overihot  the  Mark ;  for  though  it 
is  natural  to  fuppoie,  according  to  the  ufual  Method  of 
Dialogue-Writers ,  that  You  have  not  put  the  ftron- 
geft  Arguments  into  your  Adverfary's  Mouth,  and  the 
Craftjmen  might  be  able  to  make  fome  Additions  to 
them,  I  will  undertake  to  prove  that  they  are  Effi- 
ciently conclufive  againft  You  and  your  Brother-,  fo  that 
You  are  perfectly  right  in  your  Prediction,  that  We 
Jball  not  be  at  a  Lofs  for  Matter  to  declaim  upon,  what- 
ever Side  You  may  happen  to  take,  or  whatever  Part; 
You  may  pleafe  to  act,  in  the  prefent  Broils  of  Eu- 
rope, 

You  afterwards  difcover  a  f  fourth  Way,    which 
may  be  taken  ;  and  That  is,  the  Part  of  an  Acceffory  ; 
or  a  middle  Way  between  Neutrality    and  a  vigorous 
Ifar.     Here  again  You  furnim   the   Craftfmen   with 
fome  very  good  Objections,  and  treat  the  Suppofnion 
of  taking  fuch  a  Part  with  fo   much  Contempt,   that  | 
it  feems   to  be  the  laft  in  your  Thoughts ;  but  You  I 
illuflrate  the  Folly  of  it  by   a  Method  of  Reafoning,  I 
which  I  can  by  no  Means  approve.     You  put   the 
Cafe  that  *  twenty    Degrees    of     Strength 
are  necejary  tofupport  the  Emperor,  in  the  prefent  War  i 
upon  which  You  fuppofe  that   the  Powers  We  would] 
join  with  can  together  make  ///  fourteen  Parts;  andl 
that  England,  either  in  Purfuance  of  Treaties,  or  upcn\ 
a  Proportion  of  Interefts  in   the  War,    ought  tofurnififl 
cnly  three  Parts  ;  fo  that  in  the  whole  here  will\ 
be  seventeen.     You  then  obferve  that  three  De-| 
grees    of  Strength  are  wanting  to  carry  on  the\ 
War  zvith  Vigour ■,  and  reasonable  Hopes   of  Succefs.  in 
this  Cafe  You  ask,  what  We  fall  do,  and   refolve  the; 
Queflion  yourfelf,  by  a  very  plain  Intimation  that  Eng-\ 
■  land  ought  to  fupply  the  three  deficient  Parts.     Now 

\     f   P.     22.  *    P.    24.   * 
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This,  methinks,  is  a  very  odd  Way  of  forming  a  Con- 
federacy, and  what  I  dare  fay  never  enter'd  into  any 
Politician" 's  Head,  except  your  own.  If  I  may  take 
the  Liberty  of  putting  a  Cafe,  in  my  Turn,  let  us 
fuppofe  that  You,  Sir,  are  concerned  with  feveral  other 
Peribns  in  an  Eftate  of  twenty  thoufand  Pounds  a  Tear, 
and  that  You  are  involved  in  a  Law  Suit  by  a  Iharri 
Title,  which  fomebody  hath  trumpt  up  againit,  it. 
Let  us  likewife  fuppofe  that  your  Share  in  this  Eitate 
is  no  more  than  three  tboufand  Pounds  a  Tear,  and 
that  your  Copartners,  under  fome  Pretence  or  other, 
mould  defire  You  to  bear  a  double  Proportion  of  the 
Expence,  which  is  neceiTary  to  carry  on  the  Suit ; 
That  is,  fix  Twentieths,  inftead  of  three.  la  this 
Cafe,  I  believe  that  even  your  liberal  Heart  would 
grumble  a  little  at  fo  unreafonable  a  Propofal.  Per- 
haps, You  will  fay,  that  however  hard  the  Terms 
may  appear,  You  would  certainly  comply  with  them, 
if  You  found  it  neceiTary  to  preferve  your  own  Pro- 
perty. But  if  You  had  an  undoubted  Title  to  the 
Eftate,  and  were  fully  convinced  that  it  was  brought 
into  Diipute  by  the  Ignorance,  or  Knavery  of  your 
own  Attorney,  You  would  certainly  turn  Him  off",  and 
employ  another,  who  bore  the  Character  of  being  more 
able,  or  more  honejl. 

I  am  very  far  from  defigning  to  iniinuate  that  Great 
Britain  ought  not  to  exert  Herfelf,  when  her  own  Inte- 
rells,  or  the  Liberties  of  Europe  are  in  real  Danger ; 
but  We  have  been  too  often  the  Dupes  of  other  Courts ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  glorious  Succeffes  of  the  laft 
War,  as  well  as  the  Expence  of  above  two  hundred 
Millions,  We  have  the  Misfortune  to  find  the  Ballance 
of  Power  in  a  worfe  Condition,  at  this  Time,  than  it 
was  when  the.  grand  Ally  an  ce  was  form  Yi.  About  j£/?y 
Millions  of  this  Money  was  left  a  Debt  upon  the  Na- 
tion, with  Parliamentary  Security,  and  itill  continues 
fo,  though  Wc  have  been  above  twenty  Years  in  Peace, 
and  paid  almofl;  the  lame  Taxes  as  in  Time   of  War ; 

Vol.  XII.  M  nav, 
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siay,  though  a  very  large  Fund  hath  been  fet  apart,  un~ 
det  the  rnoft  folemn  Appropriations,  for  paying  it  ofF. 
It  would  be  impertinent  to  tell  your  Honour  how  This 
hath  come  to  pafs ;  but  lince  it  is  certainly  our  Cafe, 
You  mull  admit  that  We  are  iefs  able  to  pay  any  ex- 
traordinary Quota's  towards  a  new  War. Give  me 

Leave  to  mention  another  Particular  in  our  prefent 
Circumftances,  which  I  believe  will  have  fome  Weight 
with  the  Publick.  though  it  feems  to  have  none  with 
You  and  your  Brother.  In  former  Times,_  when  our 
Kings  enjoy'd  an  hereditary  Revenue,  the  chief  Burthen 
of  a  War  fell  upon  the  Crown,  and  the  People  granted 
an  Aid  only,  upon  extraordinary  Occafions.  But  as 
Things  Hand  at  prefent,  the  whole  Weight  falls  upon 
the  SubjecJ,  and  the  King  is  the  only  Perfon,  who  pays 
nothing  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Nation.  Nay, 
He  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Sufferer  by  Wars,  that  He 
is  a  confiderable  Gainer  by  them  ;  fince  the  great  In- 
creafe  of  Officers,  which  a  War  creates,  muit  caufe  a 
proportionable  Addition  to  the  Power  of  the  Crczvn, 
which  hath  the  Difpoiition  of  all  military  Employments, 
and  even  give  it  an  Influence  in  fome  Places,  where  it 
is  moll:  dangerous ;  for  We  fee  that  Men  of  the  molt, 
undoubted  Affection  to  the  prefent  Settlement,  and  the 
greater!  Abilities  in  their  respective  Profeffions,  are  not 
fecure,  if  They  happen  to  incur  the  Miniftefs  Dif- 
p'eafure,  in  another  Capacity. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Queen  Anne  was  pleafed  to 
relieve  her  People  from  fome  Fart  of  the  Burthen, 
which-  the  laft  War  brought  upon  Them,  by  a  volun- 
tary Deduction  from  her  Civil-Lift ;  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  his  prefent  Majefty  will  follow  fo  gracious  an 
Example.  But  I  doubt  very  much  whether  You,  Sir, 
would  ihew  any  great  Eagernefs  to  Support  a  Propoh- 
iion  for  taxing  Employments,  or  retrenching  their  Sala- 
ries, in  order  to  give  your  Fellow-Subjects  fome  Eafei 
and  make  up  thofe  additional  three  Parts,  which  are 
Hill  wanting  to  compleat  the  projected  All^ahce. 

You 
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You  allow  f  that  there  ft  tty  wucb  Truth  in  the 
Plea  of  not  being  able  to  carry  en  a  vigorous  War ; 
fat  Tea -believe  the  Craftlmea  iwuM  treat  it  as  a  very 
thlicuhui  Pretence,  and  that  They  wouH  argue  from 
the  Luxury  of  the  Nation,  and  the  extravagant,  ex- 
ffnfive  Way  We  are  run  into,  in  Bui 'Ming,  Gardening,  . 
PUiurc  >-,  Jewels,  Plate,  Equipage  and  Tables,  &c. 
One  would  think,  Sir,  that  You  were  defcribing  your 
%ra.be.fs  Grandeur  and  Magnificence  in  this  Para- 
graph ;  but  fuch  an  Argument  is  very  improperly  put 
into  the  Mouths  of  the  Crap/men,  who  have  always 
kvc-ighM  again  ft  Luxury  as  the  very  Thing,  which 
•-  -  d  difable  us  to  carry  on  a  vigorous  War,  in  Tims 
of  Nccefiity,  by  making  us  poor  i  and  I  wi(h  their  Ap- 
ptehenlions  may  not  prove  too  well  grounded. 

Your  own  Conference  foretold  that  the  prefent  War 
would  be  laid  to  your  Charge  ;  and  therefore  Yoit 
mr.ke  an  awkward  Attempt  to  ridicule  all  Enquiries 
Into  the  *  Caufes  and  Occafton  of  it.  But,  for  God* 
Hike,  ought  the  People  of  'England  to  be  loaded  with 
new  Burthens,  without  knowing  why  or  wherefore, 
s  lneerly  becaufe  it  is  your  Intereft  to  keep  Them  in  the 
dark  ?  No,  Sir,  They  have  a  Right  to  be  inform'd,  and 
will  be  informed,  notwithftanding  all  your  Artifices  i& 
divert  Them  from  fuch  Enquiries. 

They  know  very  well  that  the  prefent  War  in  Italy 
is  not  owing  to  the  Quadruple  Allyance,  as  You  make 
the  Craft/men  argue,  but  to  the  Treaty  of  Seville  and 
the  laft  Treaty  of  Vienna%  which  have  abiblutely  re- 
united France  and  Spain,  and  made  Them  an  Over- 
match for  the  Emperor  in  thofe  Parts.  Indeed,  ths 
Succeffion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  Dominions  of  Tufcany 
and  Parma  was  iirft  eilablifn'd  by  the  Quadruple  Al- 
lyance,  and  England  had  engaged  to  fecure  it  for  Him. 
But  how  ?  By  neutral  Garrifons  only  ;  which  were 
certainly  moft  likely  to  preferve  the  Peace ;  and  Spam 

f  P.  25.  *  P    28. 
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could  not  have  reproach'd  us  with  Breach  of  Treaty,  as 
the  Emperor  did  afterwards,  if  We  had  refufed  to  go  any 
farther.  But  the  Introduction  of  Spanijh  Garrifons  was 
ib  material  an  Alteration,  that  nobody  . I  think  can  be 
furprizcd  at  the  Effects  of  it.  Tour  Honour  feems  to  be 
quite  in  a  joking  Humour,  when  You  ask  us,  \  bow  is 
*Tbis  the  Caufe  of  the  War  in  Italy  ? .  Did  France  enter 
Italy  by  Parma,  or  Florence  ?  No,  fay  You,  it  is  the  King 
cf  Sardinia  hath  let  France  in,  to  Jw allow  up  hsly, 
without  the  leafi  Jffflance  from  the  Spanifh  Garrifons^ 
in  Tufcany,  or  any  Forces,  that  came  that  Way.— What 
a  pretty  Prevarication  is  This,  in  order  to  ihift  off  the 
.Gccaiion -of  the  War  from  your  own  Shoulders}  I  grant 
You  that  the  Trench  Troops  did  not  enter  Italy  through 
the  Dominions  of  Don  Carlos ;  bat  will  You  pretend  to ' 
fay,  with  that  grave  Face,  that  France. did  not  ad  in  Con-[ 
cert  with  Spain  ;  or  that  this  War  was  not  the  EffecY 
of  an  Union  between  Them? — Your  Queilions  about 
the  King  of  -j-^-  Sardinia  have  jufi  as  much  Weight ;  for 
You  will  not  furely  afTert  that  his  Sardinian  Majefly 
would  have  ventured  to  attack  the  Emperor  by  Himfelf, 
whatever  ill  Ufage  Ke  might  have  received  ;  and 
therefore  if  the  Court  of  France  had  not  been  provo- 
ked to  join  Him,  there  would  have  been  no  Occafion 
to  give  Him  either  Subfidies,  or  Territories,  to  keep 
Him  within  due  Bounds. 

You  make  Ufe  of  another  pretty  Device  to  fcreen 
your  own  Conduit,  by  running  into  a  long  Defence  of 
tht  Revolution,  concerning  the  national  Debts.  But 
here  again,  Sir,  You  have  quite  mifreprefented  the 
Cafe;  for  the  Craftjmen  do  not  impute  the  frefent 
Debt  to  the  Revolution  ;  but  have  often  infilled  that 
inoft  of  the  original  Debt,  contracted  upon  that  Ac- 
count, would  have  been  paid  off  by  this  Time,  if 
proper  Meafures  had  been  purfued,  and  Care  taken  that 

~t  P  29-  t+  p'  3°- 
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#m  Debts  mould  not  be  incurr'd,  as  faft  as  the  «/</ 
ones  were  difcharged. 

After  this  Apology  for  the  Revolution,  We  are  en- 
tertam'd,  for  ten  or  a  dozen  Pages  more,  with  an  In- 
vedtive  on  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  is  juft  as 
much  to  the  prefent  Purpofe ;  but  That  is  a  Topick, 
which  You  and  your  Zanies  can  never  omit  in  your 
dnniverfdry  Packets ;  and  I  have  often  confider'd  with- 
in myfelf  what  You  would  have  been  able  to  fay  for 
all  your  Blunders,  if  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  had  not  been 
ready  at  Hand  to  father  them  upon.  It  was  certainly 
a  very  lucky  Treaty  for  You  and  your  Brother,  what- 
ever it  might  be  for  the  Nation,  and  hath  done  You 
many  a  good  Job.  But  1  think  it  is  grown  -a  little  too 
obibiete  at  prefent,  when  all  the  Defects  of  it  have  been 
fupply'd  by  fo  many  glorious  Treaties  of  your  own  ma- 
king ;  particularly  Thofe  of  Hanover,  Seville  and  Vi- 
enna, by  which  the  *f  Plan  of  Power  was  fo  well  de- 
figtfd,  the  Limits  fo  well  bounded,  and  fo  ftrongly  fen- 
ced, that  no  Seafon  ever  beheld  a  Peace  more  univerfal. 
nor  did  any  ConjuneJure  of  Affairs  ever  promife  a  Peace 

more  eftabliflfd  and  la/ling. After  This,  I  fay,    it 

may  look  a  little  ridiculous  to  recal  the  Treaty  of  U- 
tjecht  to  your  Affiftance,  and  feems  not  unlike  the  Con- 
Cvit.of  a  w him fical  Fellow  I  once  knew,  who,  having 
drunk  three  Bottles  of  Wine  over  Night,  was  very  much 
unprized  to  find  himfelf  lick  the  next  Morning,  till 
He  happened  to  recollect  that  He  had  eat  fomething, 
which  disagreed  with  his  Stomach,   about  twenty  Tears 

t  ■  ■'  '>  Y . 

I  delign'd  to  have  taken  fome  Notice  of  your  kind 
Hints,   concerning  the  Hessians  ;  but    this   Paper    is 
already    too  long;  .and  therefore  I  mail  conclude  with 
ing  You  that,  if  your  Affairs'  mould  render  it  ex- 
pedient to  take  thofe  Troops  once  more   into   Pav,    You 

*-\  See  the  natural  Probability  of  a  lofting  Peace  in 
■Eii  rope,  &i\  p,   3. 
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would  call  Them  Suabians,  Cajfelians,  or  any  Thing  elfe 
rather  than  Hejfians,  which  are  grown  almoft  as  odious 
to  znEngUJh  Ear  as  an  Exciseman,  or  a  Roberts- 
man.  D. 
I  am, 

May  it  pleafe  Tour  Honour, 

Tour  Honour" 's  moft  dutiful 

A?td  devoted  Servant, 

Caleb   D'Anvers. 


N°  398.  Saturday,  Feb.  16,  1733-4. 


To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efa; 
SIR, 

F  You  propoTed  nothing  farther  in  your 
Writings  than  the  poor  Vanity  of  tri- 
umphing over  your  Adverfaries,  You 
have  effectually  carried  your  Point,  and 
may  indulge  yourfelf  in  the  higheft 
Strains  of  Exultation.  But  I  am  willing 
to  believe  that  You  had  ibme  nobler  End  in  View,  and 
that  your  Victory,  as  an  Author,  is  more  than  over- 
balanced bv  your  Mortification,  as  an  Englipman^w^on 
confidering  the  preient  Pofture  of  Affairs,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  minifterial 
Writers  are  quite  difcomflted  and  driven  out  of  all  their 
former  Arguments,  which  are  now  (o  fully  exploded  by 
the  Courfe  of  Events _>    Some  of  Them  have  thought 

fit 
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fit  to  continue  in  a  State  of  abfolute  Silence ;  whilft 
Others  are  forced  to  fculk  about  from  Paper  to  Paper,  as 
their  Patron  runs  from  Court  to  Court,  in  order  to  con- 
ceal their  Contradictions,  and  argue  againft  Themfelves 
with  tolerable  Decency.  Yet,  even  under  this  Difguife, 
They  induttriouily  avoid  coming  to  the  Point,  or  giving 
any  particular  Anfwer  to  what  hath  been  alledged  on 
the  other  Side.  They  trifle  only  in  Generals,  and  en- 
deavour to  draw  us  off  from  the  Scent  by  a  new  Tor- 
rent of  Ribaldry  on  the  Peace  of  Utrecht ;  though 
They  boafted,  almoft  two  Years  ago,  that  They  had fup- 
plfd  all  the  Defecls  of  that  Treaty,  and  eftabiijfrd  the 
Tranquility  of  Europe  on  a  lafting  Foundation.  This,  I 
mull  confefs,  is  ridiculous  enough,  and  naturally  excites 
Laughter,  as  it  deferves  Contempt.  But  the  peculiar 
Circumftances  of  Affairs,  at  this  Time,  ought  to  carry 
our  Thoughts  beyond  the  Abfurdities  of  fuch  Wretches, 
and  direcl:  them  to  Thofe,  who  have  work'd  up  the  pre- 
sent Storm  in  Europe.  Cne  of  their  Advocates  hath 
the  Modelly  to  call  the  prefent  Conjuncture  an  *  happy 
Situation,  with  Refpecl:  to  Us,  and  defcants  very  florid- 
ly on  the  Wifdom  of  our  Co'unfels,  which  have  brought 
Great  Britain  into  this  blelfed  Condition  ;  but  even  the 
Letter-writter  to  the  Crafts?nen  is  afhamM  of  fuch  pro- 
fligate AlTertions,  and  feems  to  acknowledge  that  We 
are  brought,  by  fome  A'leans  or  other,  into  a  terrible 
Complication  of  DiftrefTes;  though  He  is  very  unwill- 
ing that  We  mould  make  any  Enquiries  into  the  Caufes 
of  it.  Indeed,  the  Cafe  is  too  evident,  and  wants  no  far- 
ther Explanation.  The  great  Increafe  of  our  Seamen, 
the  Augmentation  of  our  Land-Forces,  and  other  military 
Appearances,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  are  fufficient 
Proofs  that  our  Court  do  not  think  Themfelves  intirely 
.  unconcern*  d  in  the  prefent  War,  „nor  free  from  all  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  engaged  in  it.     This,  perhaps,  is 

an 
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an  happy  Situation  for  fome  Perfons,  who  may  hope  to 
amafs  Wealth,  or  fcreen  Themfelves  by  publick  Confu- 
sions ;  but  it  affords  a  very  melancholy  Profpecl:  to  the 
People  in  general,  who  are  already  burtherTd  with  fuch 
heavy  Debts,  and  fuch  a  Multiplicity  of  Taxes,  that 
even  the  moil  expert  Projectors  will  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  open  any  new  Sources,  without  diitreft- 
ing  the  prefent  Generation  in  the  moil  neceffary  Arti- 
cles of  Life,  and  entailing  infinite  Hardfhips  on  their 
Poflerity. 

But  if  it  mould  be  abfolutely  neceiTary  for  our  own 
Prefervation  to  take  a  Part  in  this  War,  we  muft  fub- ; 
mit  to  it,  whatever  may   be  the  Confequence ;  and 
nothing  furely  can  be  more  requifite,  .in  fuch  a  Criiis, 
than  an  hearty  Union,  or  Coalition,  amongft  Ourfelves  j 
which  tends  molt  effectually  to  render  the  Adminiflra- 
tion  eafy  at  home,   and  give  Weight  to  their  Counfels 
abroad.     Party-Government  is  always  a  wretched  Ex- 
pedient ;  but  more  efpecially  fo  at  a  Time,  when  ex- 
traordinary Subfidies  are  required  of  a  People,  who  are 
almoft  ready  to  fink  under  their  prefent  Burthen ;  for 
though  the  collective  Body  of  the  Nation  are  concluded 
by  their  Reprefentatives,  and  obliged  to  fubmit  to  any ' 
Taxes,  which  are  legally  impofed  upon  Thenr ;   a  wife 
Government  will  always  endeavour  to  have  their  Hearts, 
as  well  as  their  Purfes,    at  Command,  and  ilrengthen 
their  Power  by  popular  Affection.     The  Force  of  this 
Argument  will  not  be  difputed  by  the  Court-Writers, 
who  have  often  prefs'd  it,   with  great  Warmth  and  Im- 
portunity,    againfl;    the    'Gentlemen   in   the  Qppojiticn. 
The  Necefhty  therefore  of  an  Union,  or  Coalition,   is 
acknowledged  on  both  Sides;    but  I  am  afraid  there  is 
a  very  material  Difference  between  us  about  the  Nature 
of  ir,  and  the  Terms,  upon  which  it  ought  to  be  found- 
ed.    The  minif  trial  Writers  feem  to  mean  nothing  far- 
ther by  a  Coalition  than  an  abject  Surrender  of  odr  Li- 
terefts  and  Underftandings,  at  the  Discretion  of  Men  in 
Power,  without  any  Capitulation.     But  a  Coalition,  m 

thfi 
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the  proper  Senfe  of  the  Word,  certainly  means  feme- 
thing  more.  It  means  an  Abolition  of  all  former  Ani- 
jnofities,  a  mutual  Accommodation  of  Differences,  and 
an  Agreement  upon  fome  general  Points •,  in  which  both 
Parties  ought  to  give  Way  a  little  to  the  Prejudices  of 
each  other.  The  Body  of  the  People  have  fhewn  a 
itrong  Inclination  to  fuch  an  Union.  The  Tories  have 
not  been  afham'd  to  renounce  tbofe  ridiculous  Principles 
of  Government,  which  fome  of  their  Party  have  for- 
merly maintained  ;  and  the  Whigs  have  confefs'd,  with 
the  fame  Franknefs,  that  the  Praclices  of  their  Party 
have  often  been  a  Scandal  to  their  Principles.  Both  of 
them  have  declared  their  Affection  for  the  prefent  Efla- 
bhjh?nent,  and  a£bd  in  a  friendly  Concert  with  each 
other,  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  common  Liberties. 
They  juitly  concur  in  Opinion  that  the  former  intirely 
depends  on  the  latter,  and  that  large  Grants  to  the 
Crown  ought  always  to  be  remunerated  by  the  Redrefs 
of  popular  Grievances,  when  there  are  any  to  be  re- 
drefs'd,  according  to  the  antient  Practice  and  even  the 
Inflitution  of  Parliaments. 

Such  a  Difpofition  as  This,  and  at  fuch  a  Time  as 
This,  is  certainly  a  very  happy  Circum fiance  for  the 
Nation ;  and  nobody  will  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
Fruits  of  it  but  Thofe,  whofe  Intereil  it  is  that  honell: 
Men  of  all  Parties  mould  not  agree.  The  Marquis  of., 
Hallifax  defcribes  fuch  Men  very  well  in  his  Characler  of 

a  Trimmer. "  What  do  angry  Men  u\,fays  He,  to 

"  rail  fo  againft  Moderation  f   Does  it  not  look  as  if 

'  They  were  going  to  fome  very  fcurvy  Extreme,  that 

"  is  too  ftrong  to  be  digefted  by  the  more  confidering 

"  Part  of  Mankind  ?  Theie  arbitrary  Methods,  befides 

I  the  Injuitice  of  them,  are  ( God  be  thanked )  very 

"  unskilful  too ;  for  they  fright  the  Birds,  by  talking  ib 

'■ "  loud,  from  coming  into  the  Nets,   that  are  laid  for 

"  them  ;  and  when  Men  agree  to  rifle  an  Houfe,  They 

"  feldom  give  Warning,  or  blow  a  Trumpet.    But  there 

"  are  fome  jmall  Statefmen,  who  are  |ib  full  charg'd 

with 
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«.*  with  their  own  Expectations,  that  They  cannot  con- 

*'  tain. And  kind  Heaven,  by  fending  fuch  a  fea-  I 

"  jfonable  Curie  upon  their  Undertakings,  hath  made: 

iC  their  Ignorance  an  Antidote  againft   their   Malice. 

"  Some  of   Thefe  cannot   treat  peaceably.     Yielding 

"  will  not  fatisfy  Them.     They   will  have  Men  by 

"  Storm.     There  are  Others,   that  muft  have  Plots,! 

"  to  make  their  Service  more  neceffary,    and  have  arv 

"  Intereft  to  keep  Them  alive,  lince  They  are  to  live 

"  upon  them ;   and  perfuade  the  King  to  retrench  hu| 

"  own   Greatnefs,   fo  as  to  ihrink  into  the  Head  of  a 

Si  Party,  which  is  the  betraying  Him  into  fuch  an  un-; 

"  princely  Mifiake,  and  to  fuch  a  wilful  Diminution 

4 '  of  Himfelf,  that  They  are  the  laft  Enemies  He  oughjj 

"  to  allow  Himfelf  to  forgive.     Such  Men,  if  They! 

"  could,   would  prevail  with  the  Sun  to  mine  only  up- 

"  on  Them  and  their  Friends,  and  to  leave  all  the  reft; 

"  of  the  World  in  the  Dark.     This  is  a  very  unuiual] 

"  Monopoly,  and  may  come  within  the  Equity  of  the 

"  Law,  which  makes  it  Treafon  to  imprifin  the  King  i 

"  when  fuch  unfitting  Bounds  are  put  to  his  Favour,; 

"  and  He  is  confined  to  the  narrow  Limits  of  a  particu- 

"  lar  Set  of  Men,   that  would  inclofe   Him.     Thefe] 

'•  boneft  and  only  loyal  Gentlemen,  if  They  may  be  al-| 

"  low'd  to  bear  Wknefs  for  Themfelves,   make  a  King\ 

'<  their  Engine,   and.,  degrade  Him  into  a  Property  M 

''  the  very  Time,  that  their  Flattery  would  make  him 

"  believe  They  paid  divine  Worfhip  to  Him.     Befidei 

'*  Thefe,   there  is  a  flying  Squadron  en  both  Sides,   thai 

'<  are  afraid  the  World  mould  agree ;  final]  Dabblers  i#i 

*'  Conjuring,    that    raife   angry   Apparitions    to   kief 

"  Men  from  being  reconciled,  like  Wafps,   that  fly  uj 

"  and  down,  buz  and  iting,  to  keep  Men  unquiet ;  bui 

"  thefe  Infecis  are  commonly  fhort-lived  Creatures,  and 

"  no  Doubt  in  a  little  Time  Mankind  will  be  rid  oi 

"  them.     They   were  Gyants  at  leaft,    who    fought 

"  once  againft  Heaven;   but  for  fuch  Pygmies  as  "Theft 

*«  to  contend  againft  it,  is  fuch  a  provoking  Folly,  that 

«  the 
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*  the  infolent  Bunglers  ought  to  be  laugh' d  and  hifs'd 
"  out  of  the  World  for  it.  They  mould  confider  there 
<f  is  a  Soul  in  that  great  Body  of  the  people,  which  may 
"  for  a  Time  be  drowfy  and  unactive,  but  when  the 
*'  Leviathan  is  rouzed,  it  moves  like  an  angry  Creature, 
e<  and  will  neither  be  convinced,  nor  refilled.  The 
t{  People  can  never  agree  to  fhew  their  united  Powers, 
"  till  They  are  extremely  tempted  and  provoked  to  it ; 
i(  (o  that  to  apply  Cupping-GlafTes  to  a  great  Beaft, 
*'  naturally  difpofed  to  Sleep,  and  to  force  the  tame 
P  Thing,  whether  it  will  or  no,  to  be  valiant,  mull  be 
**'  learn'd  out  of  fome  other  Book  than  Machiavel,  who 
"  would  never  have  prefcribed  fuch  a  prepofterous 
"  Method. 

This  is  a  lively  Picture  of  fome  Perfons  at  prefent, 
whofe  Guilt  makes  Them  endeavour  to  revive  our  for- 
mer Animofities,  and  fow  new  Diviiions  amongft  us. 
Being  confcious  that  their  own  Safety  coniifts  in  the 
fame  blind  Party-Zeal,  which  firil  raifed  Them,  They 
leave  no  Arts  untry'd  to  blow  up  the  dying  Embers  of 
Faction  into  a  new  Flame,  and  frighten  well-meaning 
People  with  Defigns  again  ft  the  prefent  Eftablifb- 
Went. 

For  this  Purpoie,  the  News-Papers  have  been  lately 
fill'd  with  wild  Accounts  from  Rome,  about  the  Preten- 
der and  his  Son,  as  well  as  broad  Hints  that  fome 
Enterprize,  in  his  Favour,  is  now  in  Agitation,  and, 
that  He  is  actually  preparing  for  a  Journey.  There  may, 
perhaps,  be  fome  Truth  in  the  latter  Part  of  this  Intelli- 
gence; for  if  We  fhould  think  fit  to  take  Part  with  the 
Emperor,  it  is  probable  enough  that  France  will  play  her 
old  Game  over  again,  by  fending  for  the  Pretender  over 
the  Alps,  and  making  ule  of  Him  as  a  Tool  to  alarm 
People  here,  and  make  a  Flutter  in  Change- Alley.  This 
may  do  us  infinite  Mifchief,  in  our  prefent  Circumitan- 
ces,  by  depreciating  publick  Credit,  and  making  vail- 
Numbers  of  People  uneafy  in  the  Pofleffion  of  their 
Proper  ties.     But  France  will  always  have  this  Advantage 

again  it 
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againft  us,  as  long  as  Stockjobbing  continues,  and  there 

are  any  Diflurbances  in  Europe.— Such  are  the  bleffed 

Effects  of  that  ficlitious,  Paper  Wealth,  which  our! 
Debts  have  created,  and  is  liable  to  be  blown  away  by : 
every  Puff  of  Wind] 

The  fame  Gentlemen  have  likewife  made  a  Difcovery 
that  there  are  great  Numbers  of  Popifb  Mijfionaries  nowj 
in  England,  who  exercife  a  Sort  of  Ecclefiaftical  jfurif  \ 
diftion  amongft  Themfelves. '• — What  a  notable  Dif- 
covery is  This,  and  how  feafonably  timed,  to  ferveaj 
double  Purpoie  at  the  enfuing  Elections,  by  alarming  the  j 
P  rot  eft  ants  with  the  Danger  of  the  Pretender,  and  ter-i 
rifyirg  the  Roman  Catho  licks  with  Apprehenfions  of  J 
having  the  penal  Laws  put   in   Force  again  il  Them  ?  S 
With  this  View  a  *  filly  Pamphlet  hath  been  difperfed 
thro  the  Kingdom,  and  made  ufe  of  in  a  late  Speech  ati 
Salterns-Hall,  to  influence  the  P  rot  eft  ant  DiJJenters  i  but  j 
fo  wife  a  Body  of  Men  will  never  fufrer  Themfelves  to 
be  impofed  upon  by  fuch  Artifices,  nor  to  be  made  the 
Property  of  Perfons,  who  have   a   viiible  Intereft   in! 
rnifleading  Them.     They  will  remember, what  a  dan- 1 
gerous  Step  They  made,  in  a: late  Reign,  by  Mening  to 
fuch  Counfels ;  and  cannot  be  fo  weak,  or  lb  wicked,  asi 
to  propofe  any  Advantages  to  Themfelves,  "by  Handing 
in  the  Gap  between  a  defperate  Projector  and  the  Body 
of  an  injured,  exafperated People.  A. 

*  The  prefent  State  of  Popery  in  England,  &c. 
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N°35>p.    Saturday,  Feb.    23,  1733-4. 


ft  CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Efo 

SIR, 

S  I  was  looking  over  fome  old  Manti- 
fcripts,  one  Day  laft  Week,  I  happen'd 
to  meet  with  the  following  excellent 
Speech,  which  -was  made  by  a  "Gentle- 
man of  the  Houfe  of.  Commons,  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  taken  from 
his  Mouth  in  -Short-Hand.  The  Reader  will  imme- 
diately perceive  that  it  was  attended  with  a  Morion  for 
bringing  in  a  Bill,  to  limit  the  Number  of  Place-Men 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  as  a  Bill  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture is  now  depending  there,  I  hope  the  Publication  of 
this  Speech  may  be  of  fome  Ufe. 

"  Mr.  Speaker, 

"Hat  I  rife  up  for  is  to  propofe  a  Bill,  which 
may  remedy   tiie  Inconvenience,    that   the 
\  worthy  Gentleman  complains  of  ;  a  Bill,  on  which 


f  The  Houfe  had  juft  come  to  the  following  -Refblu- 
fcion,  viz. 

"  Refolved,  that  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe,  who 
k  do  abfent  Themfelves,  without  the  Leave  of  this 
f*  Houfe,  are  to  be  reputed  Deferters  of  their  Truit, 
Ai  and  Negleclors  of  that  Duty  They  owe  to  this  Houre 
I'  and  their  Country, 

Vol.  XIL  N  «  the 
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«'  the  Safety  of  the  Nation  feems  to  depend  as  much  as 
**■  oil  the  Succefs  of  the  War,  in  which  We  are  engaged. 
«*  The  carrying  on  the  War  would  be  throwing  away 
f£  fo  much  Treafure  and  fo  many  Lives,  unlefs  at  the 
*'  fame  Time,  that  We  fecure  our  Liberties  again  ft  a 
«'  foreign  Enemy,  We  can  prevent  the  Danger  of  their 
**  being  undermined  at  borne. 

il  If  every  Gentleman's  Office  and  Employment  were 
**  added  to  his  Name  as  it  is  callM  over,  every  Call 
ft  of  the  Houfe  would  put  us  on  confidering  whether 
V  ibme  new  Law  is  not  wanting  to  lefTen  the  Number  of 
"  fuch  Members  as  poffefs  them ;  and  I  am  afraid  it 
*'  would  now  appear  to  You  that  They  are  more  numc- 
"  rous  than  ever,  notwithstanding  the  feveral  Bills, 
"  that  have  pafied  both  Houfes,  and  feveral  others,  that 
•'  have  pafied  only  this  Houfe  ;  by  which  the  Senfe  of 
*'  the  Commons  hath  been  fo  often  declared;  though 
**  perhaps,  not  fo  well  as  it  might  have  been,  had  We 
•*  oblerved  the  fame  Order,  when  many  Members  are 
"  personally  concerned,  that  We  do,  when  one  Member 
*\  is,  by  obliging  Them  to  withdraw.  The  Oppoiers 
«<  of  thefe  Bills  have  often  been  fo  few  in  Number,  that 
*'  They  might  be  only  fuch  as  were  in  Employment ; 
"  and  if  They  had  withdrawn,  the  Bills  might  have 
**  paiVd  without  zfrngle  Negative. 

"  Though  the  civil  Officers  mould  not  be  increa  fed, 
"**  the  Continuance  of  the  War  muft  make  the  military 
tf  Officers  more  numerous  and  more  powerful.  Tho'e, 
"  who  have  no  other  Fortune  depending  on  the  War 
*"'  than  the  Command  of  a  Regiment,  have  nothing  elk 
*-  to  do  but  to  make  a  proper  Difpofition  in  the  C  loath- 
<e  ing  of  iti  by  which  Means  fuch  an  Ihtereit,  may  be 
*"'  made  in moil  of  the  Corporations,  as  no  Gentleman 
*'  in  the  Country  is -able  to  refifl.  Promotions  may  be 
**  made  every  Day  in  the  old  Regiments,  and  new  ones 
*c  raised,  and  a  very  great  Share  of  thefe  Prefeiments 
•'  falls  to  this  Houfe.  The  Number  of  fuch  Members 
"  i*  therefore  fo  far  from  being  reftrair/d,  that  it  items 

"  .likely 
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••  likely  to  increafe,  as  long  as  the  War  kits.  The 
•«  heavier  the  Debt  is  upon  the  Nation,  the  more  of 
**'  Thofe,  who  receive  the  publick  Money,  will  fit  here 
jl  and  impofe  the  Taxes,  out  of  which  They  are 
f*  paid. 

"  One  of  the  wifeft  and  moll  flourifhing  *  States  does 
"  not  allow  any  Town  to  chufe  a  military  Officer  for 
4<  its  Reprefentative ;  and  though  there  is  no  Preroga- 
"  the  in  that  Country,  from  which  They  can  fear 
H  an  Encroachment  on  their  Liberties ;  yet  Officers 
B  are  thought  to  be  improper  Checks  on  Themjelvts, 
<■*  or  on  Thofe,  who  recommend  Them  to  their  Em- 
4'  ploy  m  ems. 
*  4t  The  Corruption  of  the  Boroughs  is  grown  to  fuch 
*•'  an  Height,  it  is  fo  eafy  to  procure  a  Return ,  and 
"  fuch  a  Latitude  is  left  by  the  Variety  of  our  own 
tl  Determinations,  that  whenever  any  Set  of  Minifters 
41  think  fit  to  exert  Themfelves,  They  may  bring  in  fo 
*'  many  military  Officers,  as  together  with  Thofe,  who 
M  have  civil  Employments,  may  make  up  a  Majo- 
*«  rity. 

I*  I  hope  We  ihall  be  confiftent  with  Ourfelves  in 
"  what  We  did  the  %  other  Day,  when  We  came  to 
$$  thofe  Reiblutions  for  preventing  the  Danger  of  arbi- 
"  trary  Power.  When  a  Majority  can  be  commanded 
"  here,  defpotick  Power  may  be  eftablihVd  by  Law, 
"  and  Refifiance  be  made  illegal.  To  render  it,  at 
*'  the  fame  Time,  lawful  for  the  Subjecl  to  refift,  and 
**  eafy  for  a  Prince  to  become  abfolute,  is  bringing  the 
"  Nation  into  perpetual  Danger  of  War  between  the 
"  King  and  the  People.  If  fo  many  Members  fhould 
ft  be  gain'd  here,  as  to  vote  a  fufficient  Army,  Refifi- 
*'  ance  might  be  impoffible,  though  it  were  lawful. 
"  But  admitting  the  People  would  be  always  able  to 
jfe  regain  their  Freedom,   it  cannot  furely  be  thought 

N  2  "  more 

*  Holland.  %  Alluding  to  the  Proceedings  againft 
Dr.  Sacbevere/. 
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ft  more  adv-ifeable  .to  ufe  the  Remedy  of  Arms  than  to 
"  keep  our  Liberties  fafe  in  a  quiet  Way.  If  We  take 
4*  Care  that  there  always  be  a  fuiHcient  Number  here  tp 
*?  oppofe  the  ill  Defigns  of  Miniftersy  there  will  never 
"  be  any  Need  .of  Refiftanceby  Arms. 

3*  It  'cannot  be  deny'd  that  in  ill  Times  Places, 
**  whether  civil  or  military,  will  have  an  Influence 
**  over  ill  Men.  For  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  to  re- 
**!  ceive  a  private  Penfion  hath  been  always  efleem'd  a 
"Breach  of  Trull,  and  a  Violation  of  our  Conftiru- 
.*'  tion;  and  a  known  Pen/ion,  during  Pleafure,  ex- 
**  eludes  a  Man  from  fitting  here,  That  a  Place,  of 
*<  little  Trouble,  is  as  valuable  as  a  Penftgn-,  of  the  j 
0.  fame  yearly  Income,  We  fee  by  the  great  Crouds  of. 
4X  Candidates,  on  every  Vacancy,  and  the  high  Prices, 
ft  that  We  hear  are  paid  for  them. , 

"  In  a  common  Trial,  all  Perfons  concerned  in  In-  \ 
&i  terejl  are  not  only  excluded  from  being  Jurymen,  but: 
f\  even   their  Tenimony  as  to  Matters  of  Facl  is  not ; 
*'  thought  fit  to  be  credited  j  and  will,  an  ill  Man,    is  , 
*c  ill  Times,    gain  nothing  by  his  voting  ?—- — When 
"a  -Place-  makes  up- a  confiderable  Part  of  a  Man's  I 
■*  Fortune,  is  it  not  plain  that  if  the  Liberty  of  the  j 
"  Subjecl  comes  in  Competition  with  the  Prerogative,  \ 
"  it  will  be  his  own  Inter  eft  to  oppofe  the  Intereft  of ' 
*'  Thofe,  whom  He  reprefents  ?  May  it  not  eafily  hap-  ; 
*'  pen  that  the  private  Advantage  of  almoft  every  Man 
"  in  Office  will  be  contrary  to  That  of  the  Publick  ? 
**  And  ihould  a  Prince  become  abfolute,  would  not 
"   They  fhare  among!!  Them  the  Spoils  of  their  Fellow- 
*c  Subjects  \  Is  it  not  their  Intereft,  more  than  his,  that 
i£  He  Ihould  have  no  Controul  ?— — Bat  allowing  that 
"  it  would  not  be  for  the  Advantage  of  Some,  who 
M  have  great  Fortunes  of  their  own,   to  go  into  violent 
(l  Meafures ; .  yet  there  may  be  feveral  Cafes,  in  which 
*■'  They  may  apprehend  no  great  Danger  in  paying  a 

is  Compliment. 1  hope  every  Gentleman  here  is  fa- 

"  tisfy'd  that,  in  Time  of  Petice,  We  fhall  want  no- 

"  greater 


N°  399.    The  Craftsman.       149 

«'  greater  Number  of  Men  for  Guards  and  Garrifons 

"  than  before  the  War\  but  fmce  that  Erhblifhment 

*<  hath  been  increafed,  a  Vote  mull  pafs,  in  order  to 

"  reduce  it ;  and  muft  not  many  Gentlemen,    in  that 

r  Cafe,  vote  away  their  own  Preferment  ?   I  don't  at 

<*  all  doubt  that  feveral  will  do  it;  but  if  it  fhould  be 

•'  thought  proper  to  increafe  the  Number  of  Guards 

«'  and  Garrifonst  as  hath  been  done  in  this  War,  and 

<*  perhaps  without  Damage  to  the  Publick ;   (becaUfe 

\*  the  greateft  Part  of  Them  have  been  employ'd  abroad  % 

"  though  indeed  the  Precedent  feems  dangerous;)  would 

"  any  Arguments  be  able  to  convince  fuch  Men,  as 

JJ  would  have  their  Subfiftence  from  the  Army,  that 

V  the  Addition  of  a  few  more  Troops  than  the  loft 

"  Settlement  would  give  us  up  into  the  Hands  of  the 

"  Prince?   Or  that,  without  fuch  an  Addition,    his 

11  Civil-Lift  might  enable  Him  to  compafs  our    De= 

"  fcruttion  ?  If  a  Proportion  for  granting  a  Civil-Lift 

**  were  under  Debate,    and   the  Queilion  mould  be 

«'  whether  it  ought  to  be  fettled  for  Life,  or  even  in- 

K  creased,   would  fuch  Points  be  properly  decided  by 

"  Tbofe,  whofe  Salaries  were  to  be  paid  out  of  it  ? 

"  Could  We  depend  upon  it  that  Men  would  deduct 

*«  that  Part  out  of  their  Calculation,  which  would  be 

"  fet    afide  for    their   own   Wages?   When   Men   in 

"  Places  are  not  above  being  govern'd  by  Intereft,  They 

"  will  certainly  be  direc~led  by  Tbofe,  who  prefer  Them ; 

f%  fo  that  it  will  be  no  Security  to  us,  that  the  Crozvn 

?'  can  neither  increafe,  nor  diminifh  the  Number  of 

**  Members ;  for  as  long  as  it  hath  the  Power  of  raifmg 

l*  Regiments,   and  bellowing  Places  and   Penfions,   it 

"  may  at  any  Time  take  off  from  Tbofe ',  who  ought 

"  to  reprefent  the  People,  and  add  to  Thofe,  who  may 

*'  be  induced  to  reprefent  the  Court, 

f*  But  if  We  could  fuppofe  that  Places  wrould  never 

**  influence  Men  ;  and    their  fitting  here  would  raife 

**  Them  to  more  generous  Thoughts  than  We  common- 

<s  ly  fee  in  Others ;   I  fay,  if  We  could  be  fatisfyM  of 

N  3  "  This, 
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*'  This,  yet  We  ought  to  take  all  poflible  Care  to  keep 
"  ourfelves  from  any  Imputation  of  that  Kind,  and 
"  confider  that  the  Honour,  Dignity  and  Power  of 
"  this  Houfe  can  only  be  fupported  by  the  Opinion,- 
"  which  Thofe  without  Boors  have  of  its  Integrity  °t 
**  for  it  is  not  enough  to  be  uncorruptr  unlefs  We  have 
4f  the  Reputation  of  being  fo  too.  It  is  to  the  un- 
€t  blemihYd  Condu&  and  Chara&er  of  Thofe,  who 
«*  have  fate  here  before  us,  that  We  owe  all  the  Advan- 
**  tages  We  now  enjoy  by  our  Confutation.  When  the 
**  good  Name  of  Parliaments  hath  declined ,  their  Au- 
**  thority  hath  always  been  diminifhed  in  Proportion  $ 
*'  and  what  can  be  the  Weight  of  five  hundred  Gentle- 
*'  men,  who  are  to  ftand  by  Themfelves,  as  They  af- 
**  ways  will,  unlefs  They  can  convince  Others  that 
**  They  are  carrying  on  their  hiterefi,  as  well  as 
**  their  own  P 

"  The  high  Opinion,  which  We  all  have  of  the  pre* 
**  fent  Sovereign,  can  be  no  Objection  to  the  ufing  our 
•*  Endeavours  for  obtaining  a  Security  againil  this  Dan- 
**  ger.  Were  She  not  intirely  in  the  Interelts  of  her 
4t  People^  it  would  be  in  vain  to  hope  for  any  fuch 
*'  Laws.  They  are  never  fo  likely  to  be  obtained,  as 
**  when  They  have  the  leaft  Bffeft.  They  are  only 
<"  neceffary  in  a  bad  Reign ;  and  when  That  comes,  it 
.**  is  too  late  to  think  of  them. 

**  But  I  mull  take  the  Liberty  to  fay,,  that  notwith- 
•*  Handing  the  great  Confidence,  which  We  all  fo 
"  *'  juftly  repofe  in  the  prefent  Sovereign,  there  never  was 
**  more  Reafon  than  now  to  provide  for  our  future 
**  Safety.  —  If  We  had  nothing  elfe  to  fink  us,  tl>e 
**  Debt  of  the  Nation  is  heavier  than  it  ever  hath  been,. 
*'  and  thsn  the  Nation  was  ever  thought  able,  to  bear; 
*'  The  People  are  extremely  weaken 'd  by  it,  and  m 
•f  Proportion  as  the  Commons  are  weaken'd,  the  Crown 
u  advances  in  its  Power  over  Them  ;  fo  that  although 
i(  the  Number  of  Officers  here  had  not  been  increa-. 
"  fed,  the  Debt  being  fuch  as   the  Feople  were  never 

i(  bur- 
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u  burthen'd  with  before,  it  imports  us  more  than  ever 
*'  to  provide  againft  the  Danger  of  any  Incroachmenta 
f*  from  the  Crown. 

**  The  landed  Men  are  not  only  lefTen'd  in  general, 
"  but  every  particular  Gentleman,  the  more  He  feels 
"  the  Weight  of  Taxes,  the  more  H'e  lofes  of  his  In-- 
*'  tereft  in  the  Country,  and  the  more  of  that  Interefl 
'*  is  transferred  to  the  Perfons,  who  receive  their  Pay 
"  out  of  thofe  Taxes. 

ff  If  We  would  efTeclually  put  the  Troteftant  Sue- 
*'  cejjion.  upon  iuch  s  Foot  that  it  cannot  be  fhaken9 
**  We  ought  to  convince  Men  that  They  will  be  free, 
f*  when  They  are  under  it.  They  will  always  be 
V  moil  zealous  in  Defence  of  that  Eflablifhment,  un- 
*'  der  which  their  Liberties  are  molt  fecure. 

"  There  are  few  Gentlemen  here,  who  have  not,  at 
*'  one  Time  or  other,  even  fince  the  Revolution,  been 
"  fenftble  how  neceffary  it  is  for  our  Safety  to  make 
"  fome  Provilion  in  this  Matter.  If  every  Man,  who 
"  hath  once  been  of  that  Opinion,  mould  be  (o  now, 
'*  a -Bill  for  it  would  pafs  more  unanimoufly  than  any, 
ff  that  was  ever  ofFer'd  to  the  Houle;  and  if  there  be 
u  fome  Per  ions,  who  think  cur  Conjiitution  {ecu  re,  for 
**  the  Time  to  come,  as  well  as-  the  prefent,  it  is  to 
r  be  hoped  that  They  will  have  fo  much  Regard  for 
'*  Thofe,  who  are  of  a  different  Opinion,  as .  to  re- 
"  move  their.  Apprehenfions,  and  give  Them  fome  con- 
"  vincing  Proof  that  our  great  Succejfes  abroad  will  ef  • 
"  fectually  prevent  any  Attempts  upon  our  Liberties 
"  at  borne. 

This  Speech  breathes  the  Spirit  of  an  hovejl  E?iglijb- 
ruan,  and  I  am  forry  to  obferve  that  the  Reafoning  in 
it  hath  proved  fo  prophetkk ;  for  though  We  have 
now  been  above  twenty  Years  in  Peace,  the  national 
Debt  continues  much  the  fame  as  it  was  at  the  Conclu- 
fion  of  the  War ;  and  an  Array  of  near  twenty  thou- 
sand Men  hath  been  kept  up,  under  the  Name  of 
Guards  and  GarrifonSy   for  moft  Part  of  that  Time. 

By 
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By  thefe  Means  it  hath  come  to  pafs  that  the  Num- 
ber of  Officers  and  Place-men,  in  the  Houfe  ef  Com- 
mons, is  fo  far  from  being  reduced,  that  They  have 
been  growing  upon  us  ever  fince,  and  may  in  Time 
become  a  Majority  of  the  whole  Houie.  Whatever 
Reafons  therefore  might  be  affignM  for  delaying  fuch 
a  Provision  at  the  Time,  when  this  Speech  was  made,' 
there  can  be  none  at  prefent,  when  the  NecefTrty  of 
it  hath  been  confirm'd  by  the  Experience  of  above 
twenty  Tears. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  indeed,  that  the  late  glorious  Act* 
for  preventing  Bribery  at  EleMions,  and  the  vigorous 
Execution  of  it,  will  remedy  fome  of  the  Evils  men- 
tion'd  above  ;  fuch  as  the  Corruption  of  Boroughs,  falfe 
Returns,  and  partial  Determinations.  But  We  ought 
certainly  to  take  fome  Care  of  our  Liberties  within 
Doors,  as  well  as  without ;  and  therefore  the  honeft 
Zeal  of  our  Reprefentatives,  at  fo  critical  a  Conjuncture, 
by  ordering  in  a  BUI  for  this  Purpofe, ,  deferves  the 
highell  Applaufe,  as  I  hope  it  will  meet  the  utmoit  U- 
nanimity.  D. 


Nc400.    Saturday,  March  2y    1733-4. 


HERE  being  a  ftrong  Report  in  Town 
that  a  Motion  will  be  foon  made  in  Par- 
liament, for  repealing  the  feptennial  AS, 
'>nd  reitoring  our  antient  Confutation  of 
frequent,  new  Parliaments,  I  cannot  en- 
tertain my  Readers  better,  at  this  Junc- 
ture, than  by  fome  Extracts  from  a  Speech  made  in 
the  Houfe  of  Common:,  wThen  the  Ah  for  triennial 
Parliaments  was  repeal'd-  Great  Pare  of  this  Speech 
confiiis  of  Arguments  aeainft  the  Power  of  an  Houjc  f 

Commons 
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Commons-  to  continue  Themfelves  longer  than  the 
Term,  for  which  They  were  elected  ;  but  all  fucceed- 
ing  Parliaments  having  been  chofen  by  the  People  for 
fevcn  Tears,  thofe  Objections  have  no  Weight  in  the 
prefent  Cafe.  I  mail  therefore  quote  fuch  Parts  only 
as  relate  to  the  Queftion,  whether  long  or  fhort  Parlia- 
ments are  moft  agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  our  Conftiiu- 
tion,  and  moft  conducive  to  the  Inter  e/i  of  the  Nation. 

The  Gentleman,  who  made  this  Speech,  begins  with 
shewing  that  Parliaments  antiently  confined  of  but  a:?- 
Seffion,  which  never  laited  a  Tear  ;  and  that  there  is  no 
inftance  of  a  Prorogation  to  be  found  in  our  Hiitory 
till  the  violent  Reign  of  Henry  the  Sth.  He  then  ob- 
serves that  the  Necefjity  of  frequent  Parliaments  feems 
to  be  univerlaily  allow'd,  and  proceeds  in  the  follow- 
ing Manner. 

r  Wifli  Gentlemen  would  as  generally  concur  that 
[  the  other  Part,  which  I  have  mention'd,  and  I 
"  think  have  made  appear  to  have  been  our  antieni 
u  Conftitution,  were  as  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  Pre- 
"  fervation  of  our  Liberties;  I  mean  Parliaments  of 
"  one  Seffion ;  not  only  frequent  y  but  frequent  New 
"Parliaments.  The  Thing,  indeed,  appears  very 
r  evident  to  Me ;  fo  evident,  that,  in  my  poor  Opi- 
*'  nion,  our  Liberties  would  not  be  more,  nay  not  io 
"  precarious  under  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  a?  with  an 
g  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  had  Right  to  lit  either  for 
"  many  Tears  together,  or  without  any  Limitation  of 
f  Time  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  a  Prince,  who  flood 
"  only  on  the  Bottom  of  his  ozun  abfolute  Authority, 
*<  afliiled  with,  a  fern  Minifiers  and  fome  Troops,  would 
"  flill  think  Himfelf  pretty  much  upon  his  good  Beha- 
«'  viour  towards  the  united  Body  of  his  People,  and 
"  would  probably  be  cautious  of  exerting  his  Power, 
ci  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  giveajuft  Provocation  ta 
. "  a  general  Revolt,  and  fetting  up  Another  in  his 
"  ftead ;  but  a  Prince,  with  a  Parlia?nent  at  his  De~ 
"  vtii<m%  would  be  infinitely  more  terrible,  and,    with 

il  muck 
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much  greater  Security,  might  give  a  Loofe  to  cyery 
Extravagancy  of  Power  j  for  when  the  Peprefenta- 
fives  of  the  People,  who  are  chofen  by  Them  to  be 
the  Guardians  of  their  Liber  tie  s^  can  be  prevailed  on, 
for  little  Advantages  to  Themfelves,  to  betray  their 
Truft,  and  come  into  all  the  Mea lures  of  a  defign- 
ing  Minijiry,  it  is  then  indeed  that  the  Liberties  of 
a  People  are  in  the  moft  imminent  Danger  ;  and 
furely  there  is  great  Reafon  to  apprehend  that  aa 
Houfe  of  Commons  might  foon  become  very  obfequi- 
ous  to  a  M'miftry,  if  They  were  to  fit  for  a  long  Pe- 
riod, or  without  Limitation,  and  if  there  were  no 
near  Day  in  View  of  a  new  Election,  when  the  Con- 
duct of  Gentlemen,  in  this  Place,  would  be  en- 
quired into,  in  their  refpeClive  Counties. 
"  1  believe  it  will  not  be  deny'd,  that  it  is  very 
pofiible  for  a  Mini/fry,  by  Penfions  and  Employments 
to  Some,  by  the  Expectations  raifed  in  Others,  and 
by  the  Corruption  of  Electors  and  returning  Officer  s9 
to  obtain  a  very  great  Majority,  intirely  and  blindly 
at  their  Devotion,  even  at  the  very  firil  Meeting  of 
a  Parliament;  and  that  by  a  Committee  of  Electi- 
ons t  and  other  proper  Helps,  their  Party  may  daily 
increaie ;  and  that  fuch  a  Parliametit  may  be  fo  far 
from  protecting  the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  or 
from  being  a  Terror  to  evil  Minifiers,  as  to  become 
Themfelves  the  Tools  of  Oppreffion  in  the  Hand  of 
fuch  a  Miniftry,  and  by  Authority  to  coniecrate  the 
worft  of  Actions;  to  declare  every  honeft  Patriot, 
who  hath  the  Courage  to  attempt  to  ftem  the  Tide 
of  Wickednefs,  and  to  ftand  up  for  the  Liberties  of 
his  Country,  to  be  its  greatejl  Enemy  ;  and  Thofe, 
who  are  ready  to  give  it  up,  to  be  the  only  true 
Friends  of  our  Conftitution  \  and  if  This  mould  ever 
happen  to  be  our  Cafe,  I  beg  Gentlemen  to  con- 
fider,  whether  a  greater  Curje  could  fall  on  any 
People,  than  to  have  fuch  a  Parliament  as  This  en-- 
tai'Pd upon  Them. 

I  have 
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M  I  have  been  often  furprized,  when  I   reflected 
*(  how  wanting  we  were  to  ourfelves,  at  the  Revolu- 
u  Hon,  in  not  retrieving  and  fecaring  forever,  by  the 
««  Claim  of  Rights,  oar  antient  Conftitution  of  frequent, 
■  new  Parliaments  ;  which,  in  my  poor  Opinion,  was 
«<  much  more  valuable  than  All  that  We   claim'd  be- 
*<  fides  ;  but  We  obtain'd  This,  in  Part,   by  the  Acl 
f  pafs'd  in  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Wll. 
f  Ham,  and  which  the  Bill  before  us  intended   to  re- 
«<  peal ;  for  by  that  Aft  We  are   to  have  new  Parlia- 
«'  menu,  at  leaft,  once  in  three  Years;  and  even  This 
**  is  fuch  a  Security  to  the  Britijh  Liberties,  that  all  the 
«'  Objections   againft  triennial  Eleclions  are   but  very 
(t  Trifles,    when  compared  with  That.     Therefore  I 
F  am  not  a  little  farprized,  when  I  hear  Gentlemen 
«*  fay  that  the  triennial  Aft  is  a  new  Conftitution*  and 
¥  that  the  intended  Repeal  of  it  will  be  bat  reftoring 
«'  the  King,  in  Part,  to  his  Prerogative,  and  letting 
'*'  the  Conftitution  a  little  nearer  to  what  it  antientlv 
«'  was.     Surely,    there   is  nothing    farther    from   the 
*4  Truth  of  the  Fact..     The  antient  Conftitution  was, 
#<  at   leaft,  annual  new  Parliaments ;    and  This  was 
*'  broke  in  upon,    and   that  Breach  afterwards    con- 
<s  tinued  in  the  Manner,  which  I  have  already  let 
*{  forth  ;  and  by  this  Acl  We  have   no  new  Privilege 
"  granted,  but  only  reftored  in  Part   to  Thofe,  which 
*  We  had  always  a  Right  to.     But  were  it  in  Reality 
"  a  new  Grant,  fhall  We  give  it  up  to  enlarge  only  the 
"  Prerogative  of  the   Crown  ?  May  We  not,    in   the 
ic  fame  Way  of  Reafoning,  give  up  the  Habeas  Corpus 
"  Aft,  and   all   the  other  Privileges  and   Immunities, 
*'  which  have  been  obtain'd    to  the  People  from   the 
"  Crown,   from   the  Date   of  Magna   Chart  a  to   this 
*'  very  Day  ?  This  finely  hath  not  been   the  good  old 
"  Way  of  Reafoning   in  this  Place,  and  I    preiume  it 
"  will  meet  with  due'  Difcouragemen:  at  this  Time.     I 
**  hope  We  mall,  on  this  and  all  other  Occafions,  ac- 
*'  duit  ourfelves  like  Britons,  and  not  give  up,  in  Com- 

"  plaifance 
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«'  plaifance  to  any  Miniflry,  the  fmalleff,  much  Jefs  the 
«  .greater!  and    moft  valuable  Privilege  of  Thofe  We 
6i  reprefent-;  and  that  We  fhall  have  the  utmoft  Cau- 
**  tion   in  making  any  Step,  that  may  have  the  leaU 
«'  Tendency  towards  that  Slavery,   from  which,  at  the 
(t  Rifque  of  a  Revolution,  and  an  immenfe  Expence  of 
"  Blood  and  Treafure,  We  have  fo  lately  refcued  our- 
**  felves.     I  hope  yet  to  live  to  lee  the  Day,  when  our 
tl  prefent  gracious  Sovereign  King  George  the  firft  will 
i(  have  the  Glory  to   compleat   the   in  tire  reftoring  of 
*<  our  antient  Conflitution,    to  which  his  PredecefTor 
«*  King  William  the  third  hath  made  fuch  a  confide- 
*f  rable  Advance ;  and  that,  inftead  of  triennial,  We 
*<  fhall  have  annual  new  Parliaments.     Then,  indeed, 
«  the  Britijh  Liberties  will   be  founded  on  a  Rock,  ar 
«'  gainft  which  the  Machinations  of  the  worfi  Mi?iiftries 
"  will  be  never  able  to  prevail  ;  and  the  Crown  will  be 
*'  frequently  and  faithfully  informed  of  the  Sentiments 
**  -ef  the  People,  and   be   thereby  enabled   to  preferve 
«'•.  that   Confidence    and    good    Correfpondence    with 
«'  Them,  fo  abfolutely  neceiTary  for  the  Happinefs  of 
<<  both.     To  This  I  may  add,  that  the  Inconveniencies 
«'  from  triennial  Eleclims  will  thereby  be  much  more 
«*  effectually  redrefsM  and  cured,  than  ever  they  will 
ft  be  by  palling  the  Bill  before  us  into  a  Law.     Upon 
s<  the  whole   therefore,  I  fhall   take  Leave  to  affirm, 
i(  that  We  have  at  prefent  an  indifputable  Right  to  trir 
<s  emiial  new Parliament,  and  a  very  juft- Claim  (for 
il  I  know  of  no  Law,  that  hath  deprived  us  of  it)  to 
"  annual  Eleclions. 

"  It  hath  been  /aid  that  three  Years  is  too  Jbort  a 
*(  Time'  tv  effect  any  Thing  of  great  Mome?it  for  the 
s*  Service  and  Benefit  of  the  Nation  ;  that  the  firft  Seffion 
"  is  generally  jpent  in  the  Determination  ofE\c£tions^ 
l<  in  the  fecond  [omething  is  done  ;  but  that  the  lafV 
c<  Seffion  is  ufuatly  as  much  loft  as  the  firft ;  Gentle- 
u  mc7is  Minds  running  fo  much  en  the  enfuing  Ele&i- 
H  on,  .as  to  think  of.  nothing  elfe  ;  and  the  Fear  alfo  of 

*'  difoblivinz 
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1    difo  bliging  their  Electors,  on  Jo  near  a  View  of  anew 

Choice,  becomes  a  very  great  Syafs  on  their  ConduSl  in 
*'  Parliament,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  publick  Service  i 
*f  fo  that  in  this  Jhort  Term  of  three  Years  there  is  little 
"  more  than  the  Work  of  one  Year  done. 

"  I  am  not  a  little  furprized  that  fuch  Ailertions  as 
"  thefe  ihould  be  made  Ufe  of,  as  Arguments  againit 
*f  triennial Parliaments*,  becaufe  they  feem  to  be  Pro- 
"  tejlatio  contra  Faclum,  as  was  faid  by  a  very  great 
"  Man  of  Dr.  Sacheverefs  Speech.  It  is  evident  that 
*'  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Publick  was  carry 'd  on,  for  fome 
**  Hundreds  of  Years,  by  annual  Parliaments  only,  and 
"  our  Hiftories  for  that  Time  do  not  acquaint  us  with 
w  any  Complaints  made  of  the  Shortnefs  of  their  Du- 
"  ration. 

"  I  will  agree  that  much  Time  is  fpent,  not  only  in 
"  the  frjlt  but  in  the  fecond  Tear,  in  the  Determina- 
1  tion  of  Elections  ;  but  if  Thefe  were  all,  without  Di- 
"  flincHon,  left  to  the  Committee  appointed  for  that 
*'  Purpofe,  it  would  not  make  fo  great  a  Part  of  the 
'•  Bulinefs  of  the  Houfe,  as  it  hath  of  late  Years  done  1 
41  and  if  the  Right  of  Election  for  the  feveral  Cities  and 
"  Boroughs  were  unalterably  nVd,  and  not  changed 
'*  from  Time  to  Time,  with  refpeel  to  the  Petitioners 
M  and  fitting  Members,  the  Work,  even  of  the  Commit- 
*    tee,  would  be  greatly  lefTenM. 

"  As  to  the  Inconveniencies  fiiggefted  to  the  third 
*f  Scjfion,  from  the  near  Approach  of  a  new  Choice  *,  it 
*'  will  be  much  the  fame  againft.  the  fecond  Sejfion,  in 
*'  which  fomething  of  Bufinefs  is  admitted  to  be  done  ; 
"  for  I  fee  but  little  Difference  between  the  Influence, 
*'  which  theProfpeft  of  a  new  Choice  will  have  at  the 
*'  End  of  one,  or  at    the  End  of  *  two  Tears.     The 

"  Obje&ion 

*  This  was  experimentally  verify  d  in  the  late  Cafe 
cf  the  Excife- Scheme,  if  We  may  believe  the  mimiterial 
Writers,  who  have  often  complaitid  that  the  aoproach- 
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*'  Objection  therefore,  as  to  this  Purpofe,  is  altogether 
t(  trifling  ;  but  I  will  agree  that  it  hath  its  Weight,  if 
*'  it  be  urged  for  the  long  Continuance,  and  greater  nil], 
**'  if  it  be  urged  for  perpetuating  the  prefent  Parlia- 
*'  ment ;  for  then,  indeed,  Gentlemen  would  be  free'd 
*(  from  all  Anxiety  about  a  future  Election,  and  would 
*'  be  under  no  Reftraints,  nor  have  any  Byafs  on  their 
*'  Minds  from  the  Sentiments  of  Ihofe,  who  chofe 
«c  Them. 

ct  As  to  the  Increafe  of  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
**  Eleclions,  fmce  the  triennial  Acl,  it  is  impoinble  it 
*'  can  be  owing  to  that  Law,  or  that  it  would  be  in 
"  any  wife  diminim'd  by  a  Repeal  of  it  j  and  in  Fact 
"  the  Increafe  of  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  Eleclions 
**  may  have  happen'd  fmce  that  Law,  and  yet  be  in 
"  no  wife  a  Confequence  of  it.  'Tis  contrary  to  com- 
"  mon  Senfe  to  imagine  that  Thofe,  who  would  pur- 
*'  chafe  their  Seats  in  Parliament,  would  give  more  for 
4"  &  triennial  than  for  a  Septennial  one  ;  or  that  fuch 
<l  Electors,  who  will  fell  their  Voices,  have  not  Arith- 
Ki  metick  enough  to  proportion  their  Prices  to  the 
**  Times,   for  which  They  chufe  their  Reprefentatives. : 

"  The  Funds,  as  I  am  inform'd,  produce  above  three 
96  Millions  yearly,  towards  the  Inter  eft  and  finking  I 
*'  lbme  Part  of  the  Principal  of  our  Debt.  This  great, 
*'  additional  Revenue,  though  the  Property  of  private 
41  Perfons,  is  intirely  under  the  Management  of  the 
*'4  Officers  of  the  Crozvn,  and  thereby  a  Dependance  on 
"  a  Mifiiftry  hath  been  created,  vafUy  greater  than  ever) 
Ci  was  before,  or  could  otherwife  have  been  ;  and  what) 
'f-  Influence  This  hath  had  on  our  Elections,  throughout! 

"  the 

ang  Election  had  too  great  a  Share  in  determining  the\ 
Fate  of  that  Bill ;  and  I  leave  the  People  cf  England  to  J 
confider  whether  it  would  not  contribute  to^their  Security  i 
againft  the  Revival  of  fuch  an  Attempt,  if  Provifon 
was  made  that  a  new  Election  Jhould  never  be  at  a  very ; 
great  JDijlance. 
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"  the  whole  Kingdom,  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  which 
"  have  been  made  to  prevent  it,  fufficiently  proclaim. 
*'  We  have  now  an  Army  of  civil  Officers  as  dange- 
"  rous  as  any  military  Force,  intirely  at  the  Devotion 
<(  cf  a  Minijiry  ;  and* although  We  may  run  no  Rifque 
jfe  from  This  in  the  Hands,  where  his  Majefty  hath 
P  now  placed  the  Adminiftration,  yet  We  have  fre- 
0{  quently  been,  and  may  again  be  in  Peril,  from  this 
I  adventitious  Power,  of  the  total  Lofs  of  our  Coclli= 
P  tution. 

"  The  (hort  of  the  Cafe  feems  to  Me  to  be,  that 
■f  feme  Mimjlers  have  by  their  Conduct,  gone  a  great 
"  Way  to  beggar  the  Nation  ;,  and  that  Others  have 
"  corrupted  Thofe,  who  have  been  lb  undone.  In  this 
\\  unhappy  Situation  of  Men  and  Things,  the  publick 
"  Money  hath  been  employ 'd  to  corrupt  Electors  and 
P  returning  Officers,  and  thereby  fome  late  Parliaments 
r  have  been  fili'd  with  the  Creatures  of  a  Miniftry,  and 
"  many  have  like  wife  expended  vail:  Sums  of  their  own, 
"  when  They  faw  it  necefTary  to  get,  or  fecure  a  Place ; 
8  by  which  Means  thefe  Parliaments  have  been  fili'd 
V  with  great  Numbers  of  mercenary  Troops,  whole 
"  Names  were  fcarce  known  in  the  Countries,  where 
*'  They  were  chofen,  without  any  Family -Intereiis  of 
"  their  own,  or  the  Afftftance  of  Thofe,  who  had  ;  and 
tf  if  there  hath  been  any  Bribery  on  the  Parts  of  Thofe, 
"  who  have  oppofed  fuch  Men,  as  perhaps  there  may, 
"  it  hath  been  occafion'd  by  the  vile  Arts,  which  have 
"  been  put  in  Practice  againlt  Them.  So  I  think  I  may 
5*  truely  affirm  that  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  Elections 
li  have  not  followed,  as  any  ill  Confequence  of  the 
"  triennial  Aft,  but  from  Caufes  widely  different ;  and 
"  that  the  Foundation  was  firfb  laid,  and  hath  been 
r  fince  improved  and  carry \d  on,  by  wicked  and  defign- 
P  ing  Minifters.  D. 

O  2  Saturday 
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To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efqv 

STR, 

T  is  juftly  obferved  by  the  minifterial 
Writers,  as  much  as  You  may  pleafe  to 
defpife  Them,  that  nothing  is  eafier  than 
to  harangue  againfr  Men  in  Power,  and 
£nd  Fault  with  publick  Meafures.  Debts, 
Taxes,  Excifes,  and  ftanding  Armies  are 
now  grown  fuch  beaten  Topicks,  that  every  Schoolboy 
is  able  to  declaim  copioufly  upon  them,  and  may  enter 
the  Lifts  with  a  Minifter  of  State.  Nay,,  even  the 
moft  illiterate  are  not  unacquainted  with  thefe  practical 
""Parts  of  political  Science.  There  is  not  a  Day-Labou- 
itr  in  Town  or  Country,  who  does  not  perfectly  under- 
hand the  Nature  of  Taxes.  The  Knowledge  of  Excifes 
is  become  almoft  as  general  as  the  Extent  of  them  j  and 
the  loweft  of  the  People  are  wife  enough  to  know  that 
ftanding  Armies,  in  Times  of  Peace,  are  calculated  for 
ibme  other  Ends,  befides  protecting  Them  in  their 
Rights  and  Privileges.  Thefe,  I  fay,  are  Topicks, 
which  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  hath  thrown  in  every 
Body's  Way,  and  adapted  to  the  meaneft  Understand- 
ings; but  the  Point,  which  hath  been  lately  ftarted 
about  Jeptennial,  or  ftanding  Parliaments.,  as  they  are 
invidioufly  term'd,  ieems  to  be  more  popular  than  all 
the  reft  ;  and  yet,  if  We  examine  the  Arguments,  ad- 
vanced upon  this  Head,  they  will  appear  as  ridiculous  as* 
Thole  upon  any  of  the  other. 
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I  know  the  Confequence  of  thwarting  the  Prejudices 
of  the  People,  and  am  very  well  apprized  of  the  Cla- 
mour, which  will  be  raifed  againft  Me  for  appearing  in 
Defence  of  long  Parliaments.  I  muft  expect  to  be  call'd 
a  Penfioner,  an  Hireling,  a  Robertfinan,  with  all  thofe 
other  pretty  Appellations,  which  have  been  fo  plentiful- 
ly beftow'd  upon  the  Court-Writers.  But  nothing  mall 
deter  Me  from  fpeaking  the  Truth,  upon  fo  important  a 
Subject,  and  bearing  my  Teftimony  againft  any  Innova- 
tions in  the  prefent  good  Order  and  Difpofition  of 
'Things.  Let  us  therefore  take  a  ihort  View  of  the 
.principal  Arguments  againft  feptennial Parliaments,  and 
in  Behalf  of  frequent  Elections. 

In  the  iirft  Place,  it  is  alledged  that  Parliaments  ori- 
ginally confifted  of  but  one  SeJJion ;  and  that  two  or 
three  new  Parliaments  were  ibmetimes  callM  within  the 
.Compafs  of  a  Tear.  This  is  pompoufly  ftyled  our  anti- 
ent  Confutation ;  and  We  have  been  entertained  with  a 
great  deal  of  impertinent  Rhetorick  upon  it.  But  grant- 
ing This  to  be  true,  hath  not  the  judicious  Mr.  Ofborne 
(or  Mrs.  Ofborne,  if  You  pleafe)  unanfwerably  proved, 
upon  manifold  Occafions,  that  new  Engla?id  is  better 
j than  old  England,  and  that  our  modern,  polite  Confuta- 
tion infinitely  furpafles  our  antient,  barbarous  Confuta- 
tion ?- — — Anfwer  That,  if  You  can. 

Another  Argument  to  the  fame  Purpofe  is,  that  the 
Method  of  proroguing  Parliaments  is  a  Practice  of  mo- 
dern Date,  and  was  firft  introduced  by  Henry  the 
VHIth.  I  grant  This  too  ;  and  what  then  ?  It  is  well 
.known  that  the  Reformation  was  begun  under  the  fame 
Prince ;  and  yet,  1  believe,  tbefe  Writers  will  not  pre- 
sume to  condemn  our  Religion,  upon  that  Account. 
Popery  was  certainly  a  Part  of  our  antient  Confutation* 
as  well  as  .port  Parliaments ;  and  why  might  not  one 
•ftand  in  need  of  Reformation,  as  well  $s  the  other? 
:What  ftrange  Lengths  will  fome  Men  run,  when  Their 
are  pufh'd  on  by  Party-Zeal  and  a  Spirit  of  Oppofition  ? 
It  is  no  Wonder  that  Popery  gnins  Ground  amongft  u% 

when 
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when  fuch  Doctrines  are  advanced  by  Perfons,  who 
call  Themfelves  Proteftants.  Bellarmine  himfelf  could 
go  no  more  ;  nay,  He  did  the  very  fame  Thing,  by  in- 
iiiting  on  Antiquity  as  one  necefTary  Mark  of  a  true 
Church. 

Thus  much  as  to- the  antient  Conftiturion  of.  Parlia* 
.-,     Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  Merits  of  the  Caule, 
and  try  it  by  Reafon  and  Experience. 

The  two  long  parliaments,  in  the  Reigns  of  Charles 
the  lit  and  Charles  the  2d,  never  fail  to  be  mention'd, 
upon   theie   Occafions,  by  the   Advocates  for  frequent 
Eleaicns.     One,    fay  They,    was   attended   with   the 
total  Overthrow  of  our  Conilitution,  both  in  Church 
and  State,  as  well  as  the  tragical  Death  of  the  King;  | 
and  They  add  that  the  other  brought  Things  almoll  to 
a  Crifis  again r  after  the  Ref  oration.     But  I  mult  beg 
Leave  to  put  thefe  Gentlemen  in  Mind  that  the  true  Art 
of  reconciling  Parliaments  ro  the  Temper  of  a  Court 
was  not  diicover'd  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  lit;- ! 
who  mifcarried  by  the  Application  of  harm  Remedies, 
where  Lenitives  might  have  prevailed.     It  mull  be  cen- 
refs'd,  indeed,  that  his  Son  found  out  the  Secret,-  in  his 
Travels  abroad,  and  made  Ufe  of  it  with  pretty  good' 
•Erred;-  but  natural  Habits  are  flubborn  Things,  and 
cannot  be  intirely  iubdued  at  once.     This  is  the  true 
Reaion  why  the  fang  Parliament;  commonly  calPd  the 
tgsary  Parliament,,  in  his  Reign,  began  to  boggle  ar 
laft,  and  did  not  aniwer  all  the  Expectations,  that  were 
conceived  from  Them,  at  their  f. rit  letting  our. 

We  are  likewife  told,  in  a  very  confident  Manner, 
that  greater  Tilings  have  been  done  by. Jbsrt  Parliament* 
.tlun  by  long  ones ;  upon  which  We  are  carried  back  to 
the  rauftv  Reigns  of  the  Mdt&ards  and  the  Henrys ;  but 
You  are  to  modeit  as  to- allow  that  Prerogative  prevailed 
to  a  ver>-  g'.eat  Degree  in  rhofe  Age?,  and  that  the  great- 
eft  Fart  of  the  Lands  of  England  being  then  in  the 
Hands  of  the  £rci&n  and  the  Nobles,  the  Commons  made 
but  an  icconfiderab.'c  Figure ;  Jo  that  no  certain  Coi> 

daft 
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clufions  can  be  drawn  from  the  Tranfactions  of  thole 
Reigns.     I^et  us  therefore  defcend  to  Times  within  our 
own   Memory  ;    I  mean  fmce  the  Revolution,  and  fee 
whether  the  greatefl  national  Points  have  been  really  ac- 
complifh'd  under  triennial,  or  Septennial  Parliaments. 
I  know  it  will  be  faid,  in  Behalf  of  the  former,  that 
the  Recoinage  of  all  our  Money  was  compleated,  by  a 
triennial  Parliament,    whilft  We  were  engaged  in  a 
vigorous  War  with  France,  and  even  under  a  r.ezu  Go- 
'  vemment,  which  was  far  from  being   fettled.     Bifhop 
Burnet,  fpeaking  of  this  Parliament,  fums  up  their  Cha- 
racter in   the  following  Words.     *  The  Parliament  of 
England   had  new  fate  its  Period  cf  three  Years ;  in 
which  great  Things  had  b em  done*     The  whole  Money  of 
England  was  recoin'd;  the  King  was  fe cured  in  his  Go- 
vernment ;    an   honourable  Peace  was  made-,   publick 
Credit  was  reflored ;  and  the  Payment  of  publick  Debts 
was  put  on  Jure  and  good  Funds.     It  may  be  added, 
that  the  Protefiant  SueceJJion  was  eftabliuVd , "  and  the  laft 
victorious  War  againft  France   was  carry'd    on,  under 
triennial  Parliaments.    But  what  are  all  Thefe,  in  Com- 
panion to  the  mighty  Things,  which  have  been  done 
by  feptennial  Parliaments  ?  Will  any  Bodv  pretend  to 
put  the  Coinage  in    Competition   with  the  South-Sea 
Scheme*  or  the  Bank-Ccntracl  ?  I  am  rezdy  to  allow 
that  the  Proteftant  Succejfion  was  a    very  coniiderablc 
Point;  but,  with  great  Submifuon,  I  leave  it  to  be  con- 
fider'd  whether  that  Bleflmg  could  have  been  fecured  to 
us  without  feptennial  Parliaments.     It  h  true  that  the 
late  Duke  of  Marlborough  made  a  Shift  to  buftle  thro* 
a  vigorous  War,  and  obtained   a  Series  of  unparallel'd 
Victories,  by    the  Aifiiiar.ee  of  triennial  Parliament:  ; 
but  have  rot  our  prefinr,   excellent  Minifters  made   a 
more^  glorious  Figure  in  the  Cabinet,  than  ever  He  did 
in  the  Field?  Do  not  their  Treaties  greatly  overbalance 
all  his  Victories,  both  in  Number  and   Advansage  to 
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this  Kingdom  ?  Bifhop  Burnet  is  .pleafed  to  call  the 
Treaty  of  Ryfzvick  an  honourable  Peace,  in  the  PafTage 
before-cited ;  but  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  from  un- 
doubted Authority,  that  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  the 
Treaty  of  Seville,  and  the  la  ft  Treaty  of  Vienna  were 
not  only  honourable,  but  wife,  prudent  and  necejfary.- 
As  for  publick  Credit,  it  cannot  be  deny'd  that  the 
Foundation  of  the  finking  Fund  was  firft  laid  under  a 
triennial  Parliament ;  but  every  Body  knows  that  the 
Ariel  and  inviolate  Application  of  it  to  the  Payment  ef 
our  publick  Debts  is  intirely  owing  to  the  Virtue  and 
Care  of  z  Jeptennial 'Parliament.  After  all,  it  muff  be 
acknowledged  (for  I  am  refolved  to  prefervethe  utmoft 
Impartiality )  that  the  lafi  triennial  Parliament  had  the 
Honour  of  atchieving  two  very  great  Points  ;  I  mean- 
paffing  the  Riot  Act,  and  continuing  Them- 
selves. To  This  I  have  the  Mortification  to  add, 
that  the  late  glorious  Excije-Scheme  had  the  hard  Fate 
to  mifcarry,  under  a  Jeptennial  Parliament ;  but,  per- 
haps, That  may  be  properly  enough  imputed,  as  fome 
of  my  Brother-Writers  have  already  obferved,  to  a  fmall 
Error  of  Judgment  in  Timeing  the  Bill.  However,  I 
am  far  from  defpairing  to  fee  it  accomplmYd,  under 
another  Parliament,  if  Things  mould  happen  to  con- 
tinue, as  I  hope  they  will,  upon  the  fame  good  Foot- 
ing. 

Having  thus  impartially' flared  the Qu.eit.ion  between 
triennial  and  Jeptennial  Parliaments,  as  far  as  We  can 
judge  of  them  by  paft  Experience,  let  us  examine  the 
Tendency  of  t'hem,  according  to  Reajon,  and  confider 
what  Effects  each  of  them  is  molt  likely  to  produce  in 
Times  to  come. 

A  proper  Harmony  between  King  and  Parliament' 
hath  been  always  eikem'd  the  greater!  BlerTmg,  that  can 
fcefai  this  Nation.  Now  This  cannot  be  cultivated  and-' 
brought  to  Perfection,  in  fo  fhort  a  Term  as  one,  or 
even  three  Years.  It  requires  Time  to  difcover  the  dif- 
ferent Views,  Inclinations  and  Circumfrances  of  fo  large 

a  Eody 
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a  Body  of  Gentlemen,  who  come  from  diitant  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  are  apt  to  look  my  upon  one  ano- 
ther, Hire  new  Acquaintance,  at  their  firft  meeting. 
"Parliament!  therefore,  like  Wine,  are  the  better  for  be- 
ing kept,  and  improve  on  our  Hands.'  They  grow 
mellow  with  Age,  and  wear  off  that  Roughnefs,  which 
They  naturally  contract  in  the  Country.  In  This  We 
have  Scripture,  as  well  as  Reafon  on  our  Side.  No  Man* 
fays  St.  Luke,  having  drunk  old  Wine,  ftraitway  defireth 
new  ;  for  He  faith  the  old  is  better. 

But  there  is  frill  a  ftronger  Reafon  againft  port  Par- 
liaments ;  for  They  not  only  tend  to  the  Exclufion  of 
Men  in  Office,  and  filling  the  Houfe  with  Country  Gen- 
tlemen and  Foxhunters,  who  know  nothing  of  Bufinefs; 
'but  will  even  produce  a  Rotation  amongft  Thefe,  which, 
is  the  very  EiTence  of  Harringtons  Commonwealth  ;  fo 
that  in  a  little  Time  no  Gentleman  will  be  fare  of  be- 
coming a  perpetual  Senator,  unlefs  He  happens  to  be  ab- 
solute Mafter  of  fome  little  Borough,  or  a  large  Property 
in  Land,  and  will  make  it  his  Buiinefs  to  fludy  the  In- 
terefts  of  the  People. 

The  Friends  of  the  Government  ought  likewife  to  re- 
member that  triennial  Parliaments  were  the  Off-fpring 
of  the  Tories,  and  that  the  Whigs  had  the  Credit  of 
fubllituting  fepiewtial  ones  in  their  Room.  Nothing 
therefore  being  more  tender  than  the  Honour  o&  Parties, 
what  will  the  World  fay,  if  the  Whigs  mould  undo 
their  own  Work,  and  lick  up  the  Spittle  of  the  Tories  f 
This  would  be  a  ftrange  Coalition  indeed,  and  can  pro- 
ceed from  nothing  but  a  Jacobite  Deiign. 

But  whatever  Reafons  there  may  be  for  reftoring  tri- 
ennial, or  even  annual  Parliaments,  the  Attempt  is  cer- 
tainly very  unreasonable  at  this  Time,  when  an  Election 
is  drawing  fo  neat,,  and  feveral  Gentlemen  have  been  at 
fo  much  Colt,  ,as  well  as  Trouble,  for  two  or  three 
Years  paft,  in  gaining  over  Corporations  to  their  Inte- 
reft.  It  would  therefore  be  very  hard  to  abridge  their 
Expectations  in  this  Manner,  and  reltrain  Them  from 
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being  chofen  for  more  than  three  Tears,  when  They 
have  actually  proportion'*}  their  Expences  to  /even. 
Let  me  add,  that  fome  of  thefe  Candidates  are  known 
to  be  Gentlemen  of  more  Zea/  than  Wealth,  and  can 
but  ill  afford  throwing  away  their  Money  upon  fuch 
Bargains. 

Laftly,  and  above  all,  I  muft  defire  the  Electors  of 
Great  Britrin  to  take  Notice  that  this  Deiign  of  reftoring 
triennial  Parliaments  is  projected  by  the  very  fame  Per-  ! 
fons,  who  lately  ty'd  up  their  Hands  by  an  Ac!  againft  I 
Bribery  and  Corruption  ;  from  whence  it  is  plain  that 
frequent  Elections  are  not  intended  for  their  Benefit. 
They  ought  therefore  (as  fome  of  the  ingenious  Cou- 
ranteers  have  already  obferved)  to  mew  a  juft  Indig-  ] 
nation  againft  the  Promoters  of  an  Aft,  which  prohi- 
bits a  poor  Man  from  felling  his  Vote  to  buy  a  little  Li- 
quor, and  obliges  Him  to  maintain  his  Family  by  what 
is  cali'd  honejl  Labour,  and  Induftry.  But  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  fome  Expedient  will  be  found  out  to  relieve 
Them,  in  due  Time,  from  iuch  an  horrible  Grie- 
vance ;  and  that  every  Candidate  will  be  fo  juft  as  to 
confider  that  He  is  folliciting  an  Annuity  for  /even 
Tears,  and  not  to  fcruple  to  pay  for  it  accordingly. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  conclude  with  my  earneft  Wimes 
that  fb  pernicious  a  Projecl  may  be  effectually  cruih'd 
before  this  Letter  fees  the  Light ;  if  Mr.  D*am'e?s 
mould  be  pleafed,  in  his  grea  t  Wildom,  to  do  it  that 
Honour.  N. 

1  am,  SIR, 

Tour  moft  obedient  Servant, 

Septennius. 


Saturday^ 
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ft  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    £/?; 
S  I  R, 

BOUT  two  Years  ago  You  entertain'd 
the  Publick  with  a  DilTertation  on 
Chairs,  antient  and  modern  ;  to  which 
You  fubjoin'd  fome  ufeful  Obfervations 
on  Stools.  This  Difcourie  met  with 
fo  good  a  Reception,  that  I  am  encou- 
raged to  trouble  You  with  a  fhort  EiTay  on  another  do- 
meftick  Utenfil  in  great  Vogue  ;  I  mean  a-  Screen. 

Now  a  Screen,  in  the  literal  Acceptation  of  the 
Word,  fignifies  a  certain  Piece  of  Mechanifm  to  defend 
us  from  the  Inclemency  of  the  Weather,  either  Heat, 
or  Cold,  Wind,  or  Rain.  Of  Thefe  there  are  diverfe 
Sorts;  fuch  as  the  Fan,  the  Fire-skreen,  the  Umbrella, 
and  the  large  Folding-Screen ;  which  are  all  grown  in- 
to fuch  common  Ule,  that  they  require  no  farther  Ex- 
planation. But  a  Scree?!,  in  the  metaphorical  Senfe, 
imports  fomething  farther,  and  means  any  Device,  or 
Contrivance,  to  protecl:  Men  from  the  Fury  of  fheir 
Enemies,  or  the  Purfuit  of  Juftice.  It  is  in  this  figura- 
tive Sehfe  of  the  Word,  that  I  propofe  to  defcant  upon 
Screens  in  the  following  Effay,  which  I  hope  will 
prove  no  dilagreeable,  nor  unufeful  Entertainment  to 
your  Readers. 

Screens  have  been  more  or  lefsufed,  in  all  Ages,  and 
by  ■all  Degrees  of  Perfons ;  but  especially  by  the  rich 
and  powerful.  The  boldeft  Warriors  of  Antiquity  ne- 
ver* ventured  into  the  Field  of  Battle  without  fome- 
thing to  melter  Them  from  the  Aftaulis  of  their  Ene- 
mies, 
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mies.  It  is  well  known  that Achilles,  fo  much  re- 
nown d  in  Hiftoiy,  was  not  only  dipt  in  the  River 
Styx,  to  render  Him  invulnerable,  but  had  likewife  a 
compleat  Suit  of  Armour,  made  by  Vulca?i  himfelf, 
which  no  human  Force  could  penetrate.  Ajax,  ano- 
ther Grecian  Chief,  is  diilinguiih'd  by  his  feu  enfold 
Shield,  which  was  of  fo  large  a  Circumference,  that 
Teucer  is  defcribed  in  Homer  fighting  behind  it.  Moil 
of  the  antient  Heroes  made  Ufe  of  the  fame  Kind  of 
Screens ;  which  were  fometimes  carried  before  Them  by 
inferior  Officers,  who  were  obliged  to  itand  the  firft 
Shock,  and  therefore  ought  to  partake  in  the  Honour 
of  the  Victory.  This  Practice  of  fighting  with  Tar- 
gets, or  Bucklers,  is  flill  retained  by  the  Clans  of  Scot- 
land',  and  I  have  often  feen  them  ufed,  at  Mr.  Fig's 
Amphitheatre,  with  great  Succefs. 

But  to  proceed.     The  heathen  Deities  did  not  think 
5t  beneath  their  Dignity  to  makeUie  of  Screens  them-, 
felves,  or  to fcreen  Others.     I  will   mention  only  one. 
Inftance  from  Virgil,  where  Venus  conceals  her  Son  JE- 
neas  and  his  Companion  Achates  in  a  Cloud ; 

At  Venus  cbfcuro  gradientes  Acre  fcpjti, 
Et  multo  nubula  circum  Dea  fudit  Amielu, 
Cernere  ne  quis  Eos 

Nay  the  Romans  had  a  Goddefs,  calFd  Laverna, 
\shofe  peculiar  Province  it  was  to  fcreen  Thofe,  who 
lived  by  Fraud  and  Rapine.  Horace  introduces  a  Man 
making  his  Addrefles  privately  to  Her  in  the  following 
Lines; 

— 1 —  Pukhra  Laverna, 
Da  mihi  fallere ;  da  jujlo  fandoque  videri} 
Noclem  Peccatu,  et  Fraudilus  objice  Nxbem. 

That  is,  grant  me,  Laverna,  a  Genius  for  Tricking, 
and  an  mt-ward  Appearance  of  Probity  and  Confciepce ; 

let 
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let  my  Crimes  be  bid  in  Darknefs,    find  caft  a  C/oxd 
ever  all  my  Rogueries. 

I  have  often  amufed  Myfelf  wkh  reflecting  what  a 
prodigious  Number  of  Votaries  this  Goddefs  mud  have 
had,  in  the  Declenfion  of  the  Roman  Commonwealth, 
and  under  moft  of  the  Emperors,  when  all  publick 
Virtue  was  laugh'd  out  of  Fafhion,  and  nothing  was 
minded  but  Pillage  and  Plunder.  I  dare  fay  the  Chap, 
pel  of  Loretto  is  not  more  frequented  at  prefent,  than 
Laverna's  Temple  was  in  thofe  Ages.  Methinks,  I  fee 
Sejanus  on  his  Knees,  imploring  her  Protection  and 
AfEftance  to  conceal  his  Depredations  from  the  Pub- 
tick. 

I  could  enrich  this  Part  of  my  Subject  with  a  Mul- 
titude of  Quotations  and  Initanees  from  the  antient 
Greek  and  Roman  Writers ;  but  to  avoid  the  Imputa- 
tion of  Pedantry,  I  mall  defcend  to  our  own  Times, 
when  the  Art  and  Practice  of  Screening  feerns  to  be 
brought  to  the  utmoft  Perfe&ion. 

The  Beaumonde  muft  give  me  Leave  to  obferve  that 
a  Mafquerade  is,  properly  fpeaking,  no  better  than  a 
Screen  j  which  gives  the  polite  of  both  Sexes  an  Op- 
portunity of  converiing  with  more  Freedom  and  Un- 
jefervednefs  than  They  might  care  to  do,  without  fame 
Difguife.  The  worthy  Geniletnan,  who  preiides  over 
theie  Aflemblies,  is  therefore  a  Perfon  of  great  Impor- 
tance ;  and  nobody  can  wonder  at  the  Honours,  which 
are  paid  Him  by  all  Sorts  of  People. 

But  there  are  Screens  of  a  much  higher  Rank,  and 
calculated  for  nobler  Ends  than  the  Protection  of  Gal- 
lantry, or  the  common  Frailties  of  Flefh  and  Blood. 

It  cannot  be  expelled,  in  fuch  an  Age  as  This,  that 
Truth  and  Virtue  mould  be  the  fole  Motives  of  hu- 
man Actions ;  or  that  Men  will  not  endeavour  to  raiie 
their  Fortunes,  and  fupport  Themfelves  in  Grandeur 
by  fome  Methods,  which  are  not  ftriclly  agreeable  to 
law  and  Juflice.  Thofe  of  a  Pjiilofophical  Turn  aie 
apt  to  brand  thefe  Things  with  the-  odious   Name   of 

Vol,  XII.  P  Bri&ry, 
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"Bribery,  Corruption ',  or  Venality ;  and  to  call  aloud  for 
Tunijhtnent  and  Reformation  ;  but  Men  of  Bufinefs  know 
better,  and  forefee  the  Consequences  of  fuch  rigorous' 
Proceeding?.     '«    Some   publick  Corruptions  there  are, 
"  as  a  *  Court-Writer  obfervcs,  of  that  Strength   and 
"  Prevalence,   that,  however  fhameful  and  pernicious 
*«  they  may  be,  they  mull  yet  be  iuffer'd  to  remain. 
**  Such  frequently   is  the  Situation   of  Things,    and 
«*  fuch  the  Malignity  of  Men,    that  Meafures  ftri6lly 
**.  virtuous  would  bring  prefent  Confufion  and   Ruin  ; 
*'  and  where   an  Endeavour  to   reform   would   over- 
tl  turn,    Reformation  is  a   Calamity.     Defnit  effe  Re- 
ff  medio   Locus,  ubi  qua  fuerant  vitia  mores  juntP— 
From  hence  it  appears  that  Screening  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceFary,  when  publick  Corruptions  grow  prevalent ;  and 
in  whom  can   this  great  Privilege  be  io  properly  repo- 
fed  as  in  One,  who  hath  Power  to  exert  it  ?  A  Prime 
Minifler,  who  conducts  the  whole   Machine  of  Go- 
vernment, is  certainly  the  heft  judge  who  are  fit  Ob- 
jects of  Favour  ;  and  if  a  Man,   who  h-ith  done  Him 
eminent  Service,  either  of  a  publick  or  private  Nature, 
ihould  happen  to  be  detected  in  any  little   Irregulari- 
ties  or  Breach  of  Trufl,  and  is  violently  purfued  with 
the  Cry  of  Jiiitice,   it  is  certainly  his  Interefl,  as  well 
as  his  Du'.y,  to  ilem  the  Torrent  of  popular   Refent- 
ment ;  efpecially,   if  it  mould  be  his  own  Fate  to  lye 
under    general    Hatred     and    Sufpicion ;   for   publick 
Enquiries  are  Things  of  a  very  encroaching   Nature, 
and  when  once  iet  on  Foot,    nobody   knows   how  far 
they  mayt  go,  or  where  they  will   end.     They  may 
begin,    perhaps,  vsith   fome  little  Pedling  Bufinefs  of 
thirty,  or  forty  thoujand  Bounds  ;  but   if  the  Promoters 
of  them  are  iufler'd  to  meet  with   any  Succefs  in  their 
frit    Attempts,  it  will  encourage  Them  to  go  on,  and 
proceed  from  Step    to  Step,   till    the    molt    important 
Points  of  Government  are  drawn  into  Examination. 

It 

*  See  Clodius  and  Cicero,  p.  26, 
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It  therefore  behoves  all  Thofe,  who  defire  to  con- 
ceal the  Myfteries  of  State  from  vulgar  Eye?,  to  crufh 
fuch  an  inquifitive  Spirit,  as  foon  as  it  appears,  or  to 
weary  it  out,  like  a  troubleibme  Gallant,  by  conti- 
nued Rebuffs  and  Denials.  This  is  the  only  Way  to 
quell  Oppofttion,  and  render  a  Minifter  eafy  in  the  Con- 
duct of  Affairs. 

But  thefe  general  Rules,  like  all  others,  will  admit 
of  fome  Exceptions,  which  ought   to   be  particularly, 
mention'd.     Though  I  have  contended   fo  ftrenuoufly 
for  a  fcreening  Power   to    be  lodged   in  Minifters,    I 
would  have    it  exerted    only  upon   great   Occafions, 
where   their  own    Intereft   is  immediately  concern'd, 
or  the   Enquiry  naturally    tends  to   fome  Difcoveries, 
which  affecl  their  general  Scheme  of  Management,  arid 
the  Perfons   engaged   in  it ;    for   if  fuch  a  diclatorial 
Pcwer  mould   be  proftituted  to    the  Service  of  every 
little   dirt'j  Fellow,  who  hath  juft  Cunning   enough  to 
cheat  one  of  the  Companies,  or  to  play  a  knavifh  Trick 
in  Exchange  Alley,  it  will   fink  into  Contempt,    and 
Gentlemen  of  Figure  will  be  afhamed  of  its  Protection. 
They    expec~l    fome  Difcrimination    from   fuch   mean 
"Rogues,  and  have  a  Right  to  be  fcreen'd  according   to 
their  Quality.     Yet  fome  Minifter  s  have  been  fo  weak 
as  to  catch  at  every  Body,  who  flood    in  need  of  their 
Affiflance,  without  any  Regard  to   his  Birth,   or   Sta- 
tion ;  and  have   endeavour'd    to  raife    up  a  Party,    like 
the   hrit,  Founders  of  Rome,    by    opening  an  Aflv.m 
for  Robbers   and   Outlaws   of  all   Kinds.    I  call    this 
weak  i  becaufe   it  hath   been   obferved    that  thefe  all- 
fcreening  Minifters  commonly   overfhoot  their    Mark  j 
and  I  cannot   help  thinking    .that    Men,    who    have 
long    enjoy'd     the  Power  of    diverting    publick   ju- 
ftice  from  others,  make  but  a  filly  Figure,  when  They 
come  to  want  a  Screen  Themfelves.  1  know  very  well 
that  fuch  Men  have  many  Advantages   above  ordinary 
Delinquents,  and  are  able  to  ftruggle  very   hard    before. 
They  fall.     As  foon  as  Thev  perceive  a  Storm  riling* 

P  2  They. 
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They  generally  throw  out  a  ¥ub>.  to  divert  the  Whale,, 
and  have  fometimes  fucceeded  in  it;  but  this  Strata- 
gem will  not  ferve  their  Purpofe  long  ;  and,  for  my 
Pait,  I  never  faw  a  Minifter  making  Ule  of  it,  with- 
out thinking  of  Sir  John  Falftaff,  who  endeavours  to- 
hide  Himfelf  from  my  Lord  Chiefjujlice,  by  thruft- 
ing  a  little  Page  before  Him.  Their  next  Recourfe  if 
to  Corruption,  which  They  have  formerly  employ 'd  to 
fo  much  Ad  vantage,. "that  They   think  it  an  infallible 

*  Expedient,  and  have  fometimes  had  the  Infolence  to  at- 
tempt even  Parliaments  themfelves.  They  have  like* 
wife  lbme  Dependence  on  the  Support  of  a  /landing 
Army,  and  are  apt  to  flatter  Themfelves  that  the  Hopes 
cf  Preferment,  or  the  Fear  of  Difmiffion,  will  bind  Men= 
of  the  Sword  fail  to  their  Interefl:  ;  efpecially  when-. 
They  have  taught  Them,  by  fome  notable  Examples,, 
what  is  the  Confequence  of  difbbeying  Command... 
But  if  all  thefe  ftrong  Holds  Ihould  happen  to- fail,  They 
have  one  Refort  full  left,.by  skulking  behind  the  Throne^ 
and  pofiing  their  Majfter  in  the  Front  of  the  Battle. 
No  Writers  have  treated  this  Proftitution  of  Majeftg 
with  more  Bitternefs  and  Afperity  than  the  Authors 
of  Cato*s  Letters,  and  therefore  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  quote  a  PafTage  or  two  from  Them.  One  of, 
thefe  Gentlemen  having  expofed  the  common  Notion  of 
Loyalty,  and  confined  it  to  the  Obiervation  of  our 
Laws,  proceeds  thus. 

J  u  Before  !  have  done,  I  would  take  Notice  of  ano> 

*'(  ther  Miftake  very  common,   concerning  Loyalty.  It 

*'  is,  indeed,  a  Trick  more  than  a  Miftake  ;  I  mean  of 

**  Thofe,  who  would  afTert,  or  rather  create,  a  Sort 

4i  of  Loyalty  to  Minifter s,    and   make    every  Thing,.. 

ft  which  They  do  not  like,  an   Offence  againft   their 

*  Mafter. 

u  How  endlefs  are  the  Arts  and  Inftances  of  de- 
M  ceiving!  yet  the  fhleit  Artifices  are  ftill  new.  The 

*  above  is  a  Method,  which  bad  Minifter s  have  ever 
Jj  taken,  but  which  good  ones  want  not.    Innocent  Mi- 

?  nifiers 
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«'  »i^«*j  will  never  proftitute  the  Name  and  Authority 
«'  of  the  Prince,  to  protect  their  e#w  /"Wfr  and  Afifi 
"  a?£ij;  .and  every  wife  and  indifferent  Man  will  bs 
"  for  preferving  Him  from  the  Imputation  of  the  Guilt 
.''*  and  Folly  of  his  Servants 1  who,  whenever  The/ 
*  *  are  for  thralling  in  their  Mafier  between  Themfelves 
(i  and  the  Cenfure,  or  Odium  of  their  own  Actions,, 
V  do  at  once  acknowledge  that  their  own  Actions 
7'  are  evil,  and  that-  They  would  barbaroufly  and  un- 
*'  gratefully  make  a  Screen  of  their  Sovereign,  and 
"  fave  Themfelves  upon  his  Ruin,   or  Difgrace. 

"  What  can  be  more  vile,  what  more  diiloyal  than 
P  This  ?  Yet  who  were  louder  in  their  Prate  about 
"  Loyalty,  than  the  worjl  Minifiers  have  ever  been  | 
"  even  while  They  were  weakening  their  Mafier*  s 
*'  Hands,  creating  Him  Enemies,  and  fetting  Him  at 
€i  Variance  with  his  People  ?  This  is  fo  true,  that  it 
"  hath  been  fometimes  impoffible  to  love  the  Prince9 
"  without  abhorring  his  Servants,  and  to  ferve  Them, 
€f  without  hurting,  or  abufing  Him.  Yet  while  They 
"  were  very  loyally  undoing  Him,  it  was  forfooth  high 
«  Diiloyal ty  to  refill,   or  expofe  Them, 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  our  Author,  that  a  Prince, 
who  falls  into  fuch  Hands,  is  in  a  very  ill  Plight, 
and  ought  to  look  about  Him ;  but  who  can  wonder 
that  a  Minifier,  univerlally  odious,  mould  endeavour 
To  prove  his  Meafures  right,  by  faddling  them  upon 
One,  who  is  incapable  of  doing  any  Wrong,  and  to  fave 
Himfelf  from  being  calPd  to  Account,  by  charging  all 
the  bad  Items  to  his  Mafier,  whole  Prerogative  it  is  to 
be  unaccountable  ? 

I  fhall  conclude  with  obferving  that  Acts,  of  Grace, 
in  molt  Reigns,  have  been  nothing  but  Court-Screens  i 
for  if  We  examine  them  with  Attention,  it  will  be 
found  that  Minifiers  have  generally  .taken  Care  to  com- 
prehend Themfelves  in  the  fulleft  Terms,  and  to  ex* 
cept  Thofe,  who  have  given  Them  any  Disturbance, 
Whether  fuch  a  partial  Diftribution  of  Indemnity  can 

P   3  ^ 
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be  properly  called  an  Aft  of  Grace,  which  feems  to  in  ■ 
chide  fome  Benefit  to  the  People,  let  others  determine  ; 
but  I  am  fure  nobody  can  deny  It  to  be  a  Screen* 


A 
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F  all  the  Arguments  advanced  by  the 
Court-Writers,  in  Juftification  of  their 
Patron,  none  is  more  ridiculous  than 
their  conilant  Cry  of  Jacobitifm  and  the 
Pretender.  AH  their  Reafonings  are, 
indeed,  reduced  to  this  fingle  Point, 
which  feems  to  be  their  laft  Refort,  the  ne  plus  ultra 
©f  their  Party.— — Do  We  complain  of  the  vaft  Bur- 
then of  our  Debts,  and  the  Multiplicity  of  Taxes  ? 
They  are  the  bell  Securities  of  the  prefent  Eftablijhmentl 
and  therefore  all  Attempts  to  diminifh  them  can  proceed 
from  nothing  but  a  Defign  to  undermine  it.*— —Do 
We  plead  for  a  Reduction  of  the  Army,  in  Times  o£ 
Peace  ?  Yes,  in  order  to  render  the  Nation  defencelefs, 
and  make  Way  for  an  Invaiion  from  abroad  ? — —Do 
We  defire  a  Repeal  of  the  Riot-Aft  and  the  Refloration 
of  triennial  Parliaments  P  It  is  plain  that  our  Intention 
is  to  encourage  Tumults  and  Infurredlions  at  home.— 
Do  We  call  for  Accounts,  and  make  any  Enquiries 
into  the  Conduit  of  Miniftcrs  at  home,  or  abroad  -? 
That  is  to  difcover  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Nation,  and 
give  our  Enemies  an  Advantage  over  us.  Do  We 

lament  thole  unnatural  Divijions,  which  have  weaken- 
ed the  Government  for  above  a  Century  paft,  and  re- 
commend a  Coalition  of  Parties  ?  It  is  done  with  a 
View  of  uniting  them  all  againft  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment* 
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ment.  -Do  We  claim  a  Right  to  keep  the  Preroga- 
tive within  due  Bounds  ?  'Tis  meant  as  a  perfonal  Af- 
front on  the  King. Do  We  argue  upon  Revolution 

Principles  in  general  ?   They  are  neceflary  to  pave  the 

Way  for  another  Revolution. In  mort,  all  Attempts 

to  preferve  the  Freedom  of  our  Conilitution,  and  relieve 
the  Nation  from  its  prefcnt  Incumbrances,  are  faid  to 
be  founded  in  Jacobitifm,  and  however  reafonable  in 
themfelves,  yet  either  in  the  Manner  or  Time,  when 
they  are  made,  mull  be  calculated  with  a  View  of  ferv- 
ing  the  Pretender.. 

I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  there  is  not  one  fenfible. 
Man  in  England,  of  any  Party,  who  does  not  fecretly 
laugh  at  thefe  idle  Suggeflions,  however  it  may  be  his 
IntereR  to  put  on  a  grave  Countenance,  and  propagate 
them  in  Publick.  Moll  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  for- 
merly pafs'd  under  the  Denomination  of  Jacobites,  have 
taken  many  Opportunities  to  purge  Themfelves  from 
that  Imputation  ;  and  a  thoufand  Incidents  have,  fhewn 
that  the  Pretender  is  not  at  the  Bottom  of  our  popular 
Difcontents.  But  if  any  Jealouiies  and  Sufpicions  of 
this  Kind  remained,  I  think  they  are  intirely  removed 
by  the  late  Reception  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the 
Congratulations  of  all  Parties,  upon  his  Marriage  with 
•  the  Princefs  Royal  of  Great  Britain, 

The  Houfe  oiNaJfau  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  oldeft  and  moil  considerable  Families  in  Eu- 
rope. We  read  of  two  Brothers  in  *  Julius  Carfares 
Time,  Cimberius  and  Naftia  by  Name,  who  came  at 
the  Head  of  the  Suevi,  and  fettled  Themfelves  on  the 
Banks  of  the  Rhine.  I  fubmit  it  to  the  Learned,  whether 
the  prefent  Houfe  of  Najfau  does  not  defcend  from 
this  Nafua.  The  near  Reiemblance  of.  Names,  and  al- 
Eioil  Identity  of  Country,  furnifh  us  at  leaf!  with  better 

Rea- 

*  Cafar\  Comment.  Lib.  1.  Cap.  37, 
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Reafons  for  fuch  a  Conjecture,  than  are  to  be  found  in 
feveral  Genealogies  of  much  later  Date. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  original  Extraction 
of  this  illuflrious  Houfe,  it  is  certain  that  They  have 
diftinguihYd  Themfelves,  for  feveral  Generation?,  in  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty,  beyond  all  the  Princes  of  Europe ; 
and  if  there  is  fach  a  Thing  as  hereditary  Virtue,  it 
may  be  juitly  afcribed  to  a  family,  which  hath  produced 
a  long  Succeflion  of  Heroes,  famous  for  being  the 
Scourges  of  Tyrants,  and  the  Deliverers  of  Nations. 

The  People  of  Great  Britain  are  particularly  obli- 
ged to  King  William  the  Hid,  of  immortal  Memory  ; 
who  redeemed  us  from  the  Ufurpations  of  arbitrary 
Power,  both  in  Church  and  State,  and  repair'd  the 
Breaches  made  by  King  James  in  our  Conltitution.  , 
We  therefore  owe  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties  to  the 
feafonable  Interpofition  of  that  glorious  Prince',  and 
even  his  Majeity  himfclf  owes  the  Inheritance  of  the 
Crown  to  the  fame  Hand,  in  Concurrence  with  the 
Voice  and  Suffrages  of  the  People,  rep:efented  in  Parli- 
ament. It  was  this  Prince,  who  exploded  the  ridicu- 
lous Notion  of  pajjt-ve  Obedience,  by  a  practical  In- 
ference, and  fettled  our  Government  on  the  Principles 
of  Refiftance ;  That  is,  on  the  Right  of  the  People  to 
rejift,  when  their  Governors  break  through  the  Barriers 
of  Liberty,  and  endeavour  to  rule  by  force,  or  Prero- 
gative, inftead  of  Law. 

f'  His  prefent,  ferene  Highnefs,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
hath  therefore  a  jurt  Pretention  to  all  the  Honours, 
w^hich  this  Nation  can  beilow  upon  Him,  and  his  own 
perfonal  Endowments  have  endear'd  Him  to  us.  His 
Age,  indeed,  and  the  late  Tranquility  of  Europe,  have 
not  yet  given  Him  any  Opportunity  of  proving  in  the 
Field  from  what  Stock  He  fprung  ;  but  his  early  good 
Senfe  and  Strength  of  judgment,  as  well  as  his  engaging 
Addrefs  and  flowing  Affability  are  in  the  Mouth  of 
every  Body,  who  hath  had  the  Pleaiure  to  fee,  or  the 
Honour  to  converie  with  Him.     All  Per  Ions  therefore, 

who 
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who  wifli  well  to  the  Proteftant  Siirceffion,  muft  be 
plea  fed  to  fee  the  eld  eft  Daughter  of  Great  Britain 
married  to  a  Prince,  of  fo  deferving  a  Family,  and 
who  hath  Himfelf  given  us  fuch  promiling  Indications 
of  a  great  Genius.  There  are  but  two  Lives  between 
his  prefent  Majefty  and  the  Princefs  of  Orange ;  and 
though  We  fmcerely  wi fn  that  thofe  Lives  may  not 
fail  without  UTiie,  the  Fate  of  Kingdoms  ought  to  be 
fecure  againft  all  Events  j  and,  eonfidering  the.  Acci- 
dents of  human  Nature,  this  new  Allvance  with  the 
Houfe  of  Nafau  may  prove  the  Means  of  perpetuating 
our  Liberties  to  the  lateft  Generations, 

Nothing  therefore  ought  to  give  the  true  Friends  of 
mtr  Conftitution  greater  Satisfaction  than  the  Unanimity^ 
of  the  People,  upon  this  Occali'on.  His  Highnefs  was 
received  here  with  the  Acclamations  of  all  Parties,  and 
his  Popularity  hath  every  Day  increa  ed,  during  his 
Stay  amongft  us.  A  fudden  Iilnefs,  foon  after  his  Arri- 
val, made  it  advifeable  for  Him  to  take  a  Journey  to 
Bath,  which  had  not  only  the  defired  good  Effect  on 
his  Health,  but  gave  Him  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  the 
weftern  Part8  of  England,  where  He  met  with  the 
ftrongeft  Demonftrations  of  Efteem  and  Affection.  All 
Places  feem'd  to  vye  with  each  other,  in  paying  Him 
the  higheft  Marks  of  Honour.  In  his  Return  to  Lcn~ 
don,  He  took  Oxford  in  his  Way,  and  was  received 
there  in  a  Manner  fuitable  to  his  Dignity,  both  by  the 
City  and  the  Un'werfity.  The  tatter,  in  particular,  not 
only  paid  Him  the  ufual  Compliments,  but  unanimous- 
ly conferred  an  bonourary  Degree  upon  Him  j.  and  alt 
Accounts  from  thence  agree,  that  his  Manner  of  accept- 
ing it  was  univerfally  applauded,  and  gained  Him  the 
Hearts  of  that  learned  Body.  His  late  Marriage  with 
the  Princefs  Royal  hath  been  attended  with  the  Congra- 
tulations of  all  Parties,  in  the  moil  affectionate  Terms* 
and  gives  a  general  Satisfaction  through  the  whole  King- 
dom. I  muft  particularly  mention  that  dutiful  and  loy- 
al Addrefs,  which  the  City  of  London  presented  to  his 

Majefty, 
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Majefty,  upon  this  Occafion ;  fince  it  contains  a  ftrong- 
er  Mark  of  Gratitude  to  the  Memory  of  King  William,. 
as  well  as  Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Succefjion,  than  block- 
ing up  their  Streets  with  his  Statue',  a  Propofal,  which 
•  it  is  well  known  was  made  at  the  fecret  Inftigation  of 
Men,  who  had  no  other  View  in  it  than  to  meet  with  a 
Denial,  and  then  put  their  own  wild  Conftructions  up- 
on it.  Nobody  therefore  can  wonder  that  thefe  Men 
fhould  be  angry  with  the  Addrefs,  and  endeavour  to 
prevent  its  Effect,  where  it  ought  to  operate ;  becaufe 
it  gives  the  Lye  to  their  own  vile  Representation  of  the 
City  _of  London,  and  feems  to  make  fbme  Diitinction 
between  Them  and  the  Royal  Family. 

But  the  highert  Inftance  of  national  Regard,  which 
hath  been  paid  to  his  Highnefs,  fince  his  Arrival,  is  the 
late  Act  of  Naturalization',  which  does  not  reft  in 
Words  and  outward  Profeffions  only,  but  gives  Him  an 
actual  Right  to  thofe  Privileges,  as  an  Englifhman,  which 
Jiis  great  Predeceffor  fecured  to  us,  and  puts  it  in  his 
Majefly's  Power  to  confer  tiny  farther  Honours  upon 
Him.  This  Att  was  fo  far  from  meeting  with  any  Op- 
pofition,  that  it  was  the  voluntary  Motion  of  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen, who  are  commonly  diftinguiuYd  by  the  Name 
of  the  Minority. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars  as  fo  many  Proofs  that 
the  prefent  Oppoiition  to  feme  Perfons  in  Pozu£.r  does 
not  proceed  from  any  Defigns  againft  our  Conftitution ; 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  "J  acobitifm ,  would  foon  be  extinct, 
if  it  was  not  fecretly  fomented  by  Thofe,  who  cannot 
fupport  Themfelves  without  the  Continuance  of  our 
unhappy  Dwijions ;  for  I  mull  repeat  and  infill  upon  it 
that  the  Nation  hath  fhewn  a  general  Inclination  to 
unite  on  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution ; ,  and  it  feems 
inconiiitent  with  all  Rules  of  Policy  to  check  fuch  a 
Difpofition  ;  but  Hiftory  inftrudls  us  that  when  a  Mini' 
fter  hath  render'd  Himielf  universally  odious  and  defpe- 
rate,  He  will  naturally  fly  for  Refuge  to  a  Cabal, 
and  endeavour  to  divert  the  publick  Refentment  from 

Him- 
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Himfeli;  by  reviving  the  Anirnofities  of  Parties,  how- 
ever they  may  aft'ed  the  King  and  his  Family.  My 
Lord  Clarendon  obferves  that  the  Earl  of  Strafford  held 
the  Senfe  of  the  People  In  the  utmoft  Contempt,  and  no 
Doubt  he  made  it  his  Bufineis  to  infliiJ  the  fame  bad 
Opmon  of  Them  into  his  Mafrer.  I  am  very  far 
from  intending  any  Parallel  between  the  two  Reigns,  or 
fuggefting  any  Confequences  of  the  fame  Kind.  I 
men' ion  it  only  as  an  Initance  to  mew  what  Hazards  a 
Prince,  may  run,  by  adhering  to  his  Minijfers  againfi 
the  general  Voice  of  the  Nation.  J)m 
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NOTHING  hath  occafioned  more- Com- 
plaints in  all  Ages  than  the  Abufe  of 
Words,  and  the  wrong  Ideas  annexed 
to  them  ;  nor  did  any  Word  ever  fufFer 
more  grofly,  in  this '  Refpect,  than  the 
Term  Constitution  ;  especially, 
when  apply 'd  to  the  particular  Form  of  our  Govern- 
ment. We  have  often  feen  it  debafed  to  the  Service  of 
Courts,  and  pleaded  in  Defence  of  modern  Laws,  which 
the  bell  Judges  of  our  antient  Confliiution  have  always 
thought  repugnant  to  it.  Thus  the  modeft  Mr.  Wal- 
Jtngbam  is  pleafed  to'  call  a  Defence  of  the  jeptennial 
Law,  which  was  enacted  but  a  few  Years  ago,  as  an 
Expedient  in  Time  of  Danger,  an  Argument  again]} 
the  Alteration  of  our  Confutation  ;  and  an  Endeavour 
to  reitore  the  antient  Cuftom  of  annual,  or  triemiial 
Parliaments,  hath  been  reprefented,  by  the  fame  Au- 
thor, as  a  Dcfign  againfi  our  Conftitution.  At  this 
Rate,  Exifes,  Riot- Ads,  flanding  Armies,   an^  Vzies  of 

Cre. 
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Credit,  may  in  Time  be  call'd  the  Fundamentals  of  our 
Government,  and  whoever  attempts  to  relieve  the  Na- 
tion from  them,  will  be  treated  as  an  Enemy  to  our 
Confiitution.  Nay,  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  by  the 
iame  Method  of  Reafoning,  that  the  Star  Chamber,  the 
High  CommiJJion  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Wards,  or 
any  other  legal  Incroachments  on  the  Liberties  of  the 
People,  became  effential  Farts  of  our  Government,  and 
that  the  Abolition  of  them  was  a  Breach  of  our  Con- 
fiitution ',  for,  according  to  this  Senfe  of  the  Word, 
every  Thing  may  be  term'd  our  Confiitution,  which  is 
once  conftituted  by  Law,  as  every  Thing  is  an  Alteration 
-of  it,  which  repeals,  explains*  or  amends  any  partku* 
lar  Law. 

But  This  is  fuch  an  odd,  wild  Way  of  arguing,  as 
no  Man  of  common  Senfe,  or  Modefty,  will  pretend 
to  vindicate.  By  Confiitution,  in  a  political  Senfe,  We 
always  mean  fomething  fixt  and  permanent ;  founded 
on  Principles,  immutaBle  in  themfelves ;  and  from 
which  no  Laws,  made  to  ferve  any  particular  Oceafi- 
ons,  ought  to  derogate.  But  according  to  the  Reafon- 
ing of  Mr.  Walfingbam,  and  fome  of  his  Brother- 
Scribblers,  our  Confiitution  is  nothing  but  a  looie,  fluc- 
tuating Jumble  of  Atoms,  which  varies  every  Year,  ac- 
cording to  the  Views  of  a  Minifier,  or  the  Humour  of 
any  Party,  that  happens  to  be  uppermoft. 

The  profound  Mrs.  Osborne  leems  to  be  aware  of 
this  Abfurdity,  and  therefore  takes  another  Method  of 
ferving  the  fame  Caufe  ;  for  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
prove  any  of  our  late  Meafures  to  be  confiftent  with  our 
antient  Confiitution,  She  makes  no  Scruple  to  affert,  that 
the  modern  Conftkution  is  infinitely  better  than  the  an- 
tient  Conftitution  ;  and  that  new  England,  or  England 
Jtnce  the  Revolution,  is  vafily  f  refer  able  to  old  England, 
take  it  in  any  Paint  of  "Time,  from  the  Saxons  down  to 

that  glorious  Period. Thefe  are   her  Ladvjhip's 

Words  ;  and  .  after  fome  pompous  Encomiums  on  her 
mperior  Knowledge  in  the  Hiilory,  Law,  and  the  Con- 

'       ftiw- 
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ftitution  of  this  Kingdom,  She  proceeds  in  the  follow- 
ing, dida&ick  Style. 

"  The  antient  Monarchy  of  England  was  fettled  up- 
{¥  on  an  Overballance  of  Lands,  vetted  in  the  King,  the 
P  Nobility,  and  the  Church.  The  Noblemen  held  their 
*'  Lands  {and  fo  did  the  Churchmen  too,  after  the  Nor- 
*(  man  Conqueft)  upon  Condition  that  They  fhould  aflift 
*'  the  King,  on  all  his  Occafions,  with  certain  Quota's 
"  of  Men,  well-arm'd  and  paid  ;  and  then  theie  No- 
tc  blemen  let  out  their  Lands  to  their  Tenants,  on  Condi- 
"  tion  They  mould  always  be  ready  to  follow  their  re- 
"  fpectivc  Lords  to  the  War,  as  often  as  the  King  had 
**  any  Occafion  for  their  Service;  fo  that  very  fmall>x 
tc  or  no  Rents  were  demanded  by  the  Lord  from  his 
"  Tenants,  becaufe  He  had  contracted  for  their  perfonal 
t(  Service  Thuo,  according  to  our  afjtient  Conftitu- 
*s  tion,  the  People  of  England  were  abfolute  Slaves  to 
"  the  King,  the  Barons,  or  the  Church ;  They  were 
"  Slaves  by  Law  eflabliftfd ;  They  knew  no  Liberty  ; 
*£  They  knew  no  Property  ;  no  not  fo  much  as  in  their 
"  Perfons,  which  were  not  their  own,  but  their  fever  al 
"  Lords. 

I  have  quoted  thefe  Paffages  at  large,  that  our  learned 
Mother  may  not  complain  of  any  Mifreprefentation  ; 
and  yet  fcarce  a  Line  happens  to  be  true,  either  in 
Point  of  Law,  or  Hiftory. 

In  the  .firft  Place,  it  is  abfolutely  falfe  that  "  the 
"  antient  Monarchy  of  England  was  fettled  upon  m 
fi  Overballance  of  Lands,  veiled  in  the  Ki?ig,  the  No- 
"  bility,  and  the  Church  T  The  Footileps  of  our 
original  Britijh  Conflitutwn  are  fo  very  obfcure,  that  We 
cannot  fpeak  with  any  Degree  of  Certainty  about  it  ; 
tho'  Dion  Cajfjius  obferves  that  our  Anceflors,  in  the  Time 
tf/Severus,  held  a  great  Part  of  the  Government  in  their 
own  Hands.  But  it  is  well  known  to  every  Man,  of 
common  Reading,  that  our  Saxon  Conflitution  was 
founded,  like  all  other  Gothick  Governments,  upon  an 
equal  Diftribution  of  Power  and  Property ;  for  I  muil 

Vol.  XII.  (i,         '  be* 
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teg  Leave  to  inform  this  great  Adept  that  the  northern 
Armies,  which  over-run  thefe  Parts  of  the  World,  did 
not  confift  of  mercenary  Troops,*  like  our  modern  Ai-mies, 
who  £ght  only  for  Pay ;  but  were  voluntary  Societies, 
who  left  their  native  Country,  in  Queft  of  a  better  Ha- 
bitation, and  agreed  to  divide  the  conquered  Lands  a- 
mongft  Themfelves.  When  They  were  fettled,  accord- 
ing to  their  Liking,  They  form'd  a  Government  upon 
the  fame  Model;  That  is,  their  Leader,  or  General, 
was  appointed  the  chief  Magif  rate,  though  with  much 
lefs  Power  than  our  modern  Ki?igs ;  the  other  great  Men, 
or  Officers  of  the  Army,  held  the  next  Rank  in  the 
Commonwealth,  like  our  Lords  ;  and  the  Body  of  the 
Teople,  who  followM  Them,  had  a  third  Share  in  the 
Government.  Thefe  three  Orders  compofed  what  is 
now  called  the  Legiflature  ;  and  though  the  executive 
power  was  lodged  in  one  Mm,  for  the  neceflary  ^  Dif- 
patch  of  Bufmefs,  He  was  reftrain'd  in  the  Exercife  of 
it  -by  certain  Laws  and  Inftitutions,  made  by  common 
Confent,  for  the  Prefer vation  of  their  Liberties,  Lives, 

and  Eftates. This  is  what  We  mean  by  our  an- 

tient  Conjlitution ;  and  though  it  hath  been  often  inter- 
rupted, or  deprefs'd,  by  Conqueft,  Ufurpation,  and 
arbitrary  Power,  the  Stamina  of  it  have  been  itill  pre- 
ferved,  and  tranfmitted  down  to  us  thro'  all  Ages  and 
Changes  of  Government. 

Mrs.  Osborne  is  guilty  of  another  fundamental  Er- 
ror," when  She  makes  Ufe  of  the  Barons,  Lords,  and 
Nobles,  as  fynonimous  Terms;  for  the  antient  Barons 
were  very  far  from  being  the  fame  with  our  prejent  No- 
biliiy,  or  Peers  of  the  Realm.  Many  of  Them  were 
Commoners  only,  like  the  prefent  Lords  of 'Manors,  who 
are  ftykd  Barons  in  our  Law  Books,  as  their  Courts  are 
term'd  Courts  Baron  ;  and  the  Reprefentatives  of  our 
Cinque  Ports  ftill  retain  the  fame  Name. 

The  Removal  of  this  Miflake  will  fet  Mrs.  Osborne 
sight  as  to  another  Point,  upon  which  She  in  Hits  with 
great  Confidence  ;  stfz»  that  the  People  knew  no  Pro- 
perty^ 
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petty,  under  our  antient  Conftitution,  but  what  They 
held  from  the  Barons,  or  the  Church  ;  and  that 
none  of  Them  held  any  Land  immediately  from  the 
Crown  ;  for  it  appears  that  great  Numbers  of  the 
antient  Barons  were  only  Commoners  themfelves,  or 
what  we  call  Gentlemen  of  large  Eflates.  This  Af- 
iertion  is,  indeed,  a  meer  old  Wo?nan>s  Dream;  and 
Dotage  is  the  beft  Apology  for  Her.  It  might  be  eafi- 
Jy  proved  that  Multitudes  of  the  common  People  held 
Lands/;;  Capite,  as  well  as  the  Barons,  and  the  Church  % 
nay,  that  the  Commons  of  England,  in  their  collective 
Capacity,  always  had  a  larger  Share  of  Land  than  the 
King,  the  Lords,  or  the  Church  ;  and  perhaps,  I  might 
venture  to  add,  than  all  of  Them  put  together  ;  for  it 
appears  by  an  Abitract  from  Doom/day  Book,  that  the 
King,  at  that  Time,  had  not  above  a  tenth  Part  of 
the  Land  of  England,  including  Forefs,  &c.  and  We 
may  conclude  that  his  Profit  of  this  tenth  Part  was  not 
above  a  Third,  or  a  Fourth,  of  what.  tjie.  People  made 
of  their  Eftates. 

But  iuppofmg  Mrs.  Osborne"*?,  AfTertion  to  be  true, 
how  does  it  follow  that  the  antient  Monarchy  of  Eng- 
land was  fettled  upon  an  O-vsrballance  of  Lands,  becauie 
the  Nobility  and  the  Church  were  in  veiled  with  large 
Eilates  ?  The  Reverfe  is  certainly  true  ;  for  the  Land, 
poffefs'd  by  the  Barons  and  the  Church,  was  generally  a 
Barrier  of  Defence  again!!:  the  Power  of  the  Crown  ; 
and  the  People,  when  They  united  either  with  the 
King,  or  the  Lords,  were  always  fuperior  to  that 
Power,  againir.  which  They  united. 

What  our  Authorefs  fays  about  the  antient  Tenures  is 
like  wife  either  falie,  or  nothing  to  the  Purpofe.  It  is 
certain  that  Tenures  of  all  Kinds  imply  lome  Degree 
of  Dependency ;  and  yet  many  of  Thefe  are  ilill  conti- 
nued, under  our  prefent,  glorious  Sunfhine  of  Liberty, 
As  to  the  antient  Tenures,  I  think  Efcuage  was  the  only_ 
one,  which  required  military  Service,  and  This  only 
m  Time  ofJVar,  for  the  publick  Defence  of  the  Reakn, 

Q^2  410C 
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not  for  a  Guard  of  the  King's  Perfon,  or  to  make  a 
vain  Shew  about  Court.  Befides,  only  fome  of  the 
Lands  were  fubjecl:  to  this  'Tenure  ;  and  the  Owner  of 
the  Land,  though  never  fo  mean,  was  not  bound  to  at- 
tend the  King,  in  his  own  Perfon  ;  for  fo  long  ago  as  the 
7th  of  Edward  t\\t  3d,  it  was  adjudged  that  the  Land- 
holder might  perform  this  Service,  by  fending  any  other 
Man  to  the  War,  as  We  do  in  the  Militia  at  prefent. 
Nay,  Hiftory  informs  us  that,  even  in  the  Time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  there  was  generally  no  perfon al 
Attendance,  but  only  a  Payment  made  in  Lieu  of  it ; 
which  mull  certainly  have  been  very  moderate,  becaufe 
the  Tenants  would  have  other  wife  chofen  to  perform  the 

perfonal  Duty. 1  believe  it  would  be  no  hard  Mat* 

ter  to  prove  that  the  pecuniary  Payment,  upon  thefe  Oc* 
cafions,  did  not  amount  to  aTythe  o£  om prefent  Land- 
Tax,  belides  all  thofe  other,  numerous  Duties,  which 
We  have  the  Bleffing  to  feel,  under  our  modern,  minifte- 
rial  Conftiiution. 

At  laft,  the  old  Lady  goes  fo  far  as  to  alledge 
very  roundly,  "  that  our  Anceftors  never  had  an- 
*'  nual  Parliaments  ;  and  that  the  Parliaments  of  thole 
"  Days  were  neither  chofen  by  the  People,  nor  com- 
i(  pofed  of  the  People" — To  iupport  this  extraordinary 
Polition,  She  quotes  the  following  Article  of  Magna 
Chart  a ;  not  very  exactly  indeed  ;  and  thefore  I  will 
take  it  verbatim  from  the  State-Tracls,  to  which  She 
refers  us. 

"  We  will  moreover  and  grant,  that  all  other  Cities 
"  and  Boroughs,  and  Towns,  and  Ports,  have  in  all  Re- 
"  fpe&s  their  Liberties  and  free  Cuftoms.  And  as  for 
"  coming  to  the  Common-Council  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
**  for  affeffing  Aids  (excepting  in  the  *  three  Cafes 
*-'  aforefaid)  and  as  for  afleifmg   of  Efcuage,  We  will 

"  cauie 


*  Viz.  the  King's  Ranfom,  making  his  eldeft  Son  a 
Kpigbt,  and  marrying  his  eldeft  Daughter  once. 
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«'  caufe  to  be  fummoned  the  Arch-Bijbcps,  Abbots* 
11  Earls,  and  greater  Barons ,  each  in  particular  by  <?#r 
**  Letters  J  and  moreover  We  will  caufe  to  be  fum- 
*'  moned  in  general,  by  our  Sheriffs  and  Bayliffs,  all 
•'  that  bold  of  us  in  chief 'at  a  certain  Day  ;  to  wit,  forty 
"  Days  after  at  leaft,  and  at  a  certain  Place',  and  in  our 
"  faid  Letters  We  will  exprefs  the  Cause  of  the  Sum- 
*'  mons. 

Mrs.  Osborne  obferves  that  this  Quotation  puts  what 
She  bath  affirm  V  out  of  all  Doubt ;  but  I  mult  take  the 
Liberty  to  affert  the  contrary  ;  viz.  that  the  Right  of* 
the  People  to  fend  Deputies  to  Parliament  is  fully  declared 
and  confirm'd  by  this  Article ;  for  here  is  an  exprefs 
Diftinftion  made  between  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, whom  the  King  fummori*d  in  particular,  by  his 
own  Letters  ;  and  the  common  Land-holder  s,  whom  IJe. 
cauied  to  be  fummon'd  in  general,  by  his  Sheriffs  and 
Bayliffs  *  That  is,  as  our  Law-Books  explain  it,  to  ap- 
pear by  Delegation. 

It  is  obfervable  from  the  Manner  of  wording  this 
Claufe,  that  the  Royal  Grant,  or  Covenant,  of  fending 
fuch  Summons,  wras  a  Covenant  of  Right,  not  of  Grace  i 
and  that  all  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  and  Ports  were 
to  fend  their  Reprefentatives,  as  well  as  the  leffer  Ba- 
rons, or  Knights.  The  Reafon  is,  that  a  Tenure  in  Ca- 
fite  being  what  gave  Right  to  a  Seat  in  Parliament,  and 
the  Body  politick  of  a  Borough  holding  by  that  Tenure, 
They  muft  have  a  Right  to  fit,  as  well  as  the  leffer  Ba- 
rons, and  like  them  muftexercife  that  Right  by  Depu- 
tation. 

Thus  it  appears  from  the  Article  of  Magna  Chartar 
that  the  Commons  of  England  were  formerly  fummon'd 
to  Parliament  in  the  fame  Manner  as  They  are  now ; 
and  that  the  Writs  of  Summons  were  returnable  forty 
Days  after  the  Tefte,  as  they  are  at  prefent.  The  only- 
Difference  is  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  at 
tnat  Time,  were  not  chofen  for  fo  long  a  Term  as  They 
are  m  thefe  Days,  and   that  They  always  came  up 

Q.3  **W 
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with  Inftruclions  from  their  Principals  ;  for  what  other 
Interpretation  can  be  put  on  that  Part  of  the  Article, 
where  the  King  covenants  to  cxprefs  the  Cause  of  the 
Summons  ? 

But  the  true  Meaning  of  this  Article  is  bell:  explain'd 
by  the  fubfequent  Practice ;  and  though  King  John's 
Reign,  which  was  a  continued  Scene  of  Violence  and 
Confuiion,  does  not  furnifh  us  with  any  Inflances  of  a 
regular  Eleclion,  the  very  next  Reign  does  ;  for  -J-  Ra» 
pin  obferves  that  a  Parliament  being  fummon'd,  in  the 
Year  1265,  each  County  was  ordered  to fend two  Knights, 
*%nd  each  City  and  Borough  two  BurgelTes,  as  their  Re- 
prefentatives ;  upon  wfciich  the  Tranflator  makes  the  fol- 
lowing Remark,  in  a  marginal  Reference. 

*  Thefe  Writs  of  Summons  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the 
*<  Counties,  to  return  the  Knights  of  the  Shires  and  Bur- 
**  'gejfa,  are  the  firft  Writs  of  this  Kind,  that  are  now  ex- 
*'  tant  on  the  Rolls ;  which  made  Dr.  Brady  infer  thai 
*c  they  were  the  firft,  that  were  ever  iffued  ;  and  that 
**  this  Parliament  of  Henry  the  3d  was  the  firft,  to 
"  which  Knights  of  the  Shires  and  Burgeffes  were  fum-  : 
w  fnon'd.  But  how  truly,  fee  the  Works  of  Mr.  Petit, 
"  Mr.  Tyrrel,  and  Mr.  Hody. 

Now  fuppofing  that  We  could  not  trace  our  Right  of 
fending  up  'Deputies  to  Parliament  any  higher  than  this 
*  JEra,  which  is  almoft  500  Years  ago,  I  think  it  may 
be  fairly  enough  call'd  our  antient  Conftitution ;  at  Jeaft, 
more  fo  than  Exifes,  Riot  Ails,  and  fepteimial  Par- 
liaments.  , 

Mrs.  Ofborne'z  Cavil,  that  We  had  no  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons dijliv.cl  from  the  Lords,  neither  in  the  Saxon 
Times,  nor  for  a  long  Time  after  the  Cc?iqucf,  defer  ves  no 
Anfwer  ;  for  if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  People  of  Eng- 
land had  a  Share  in  the  Legifature,  either  perfonally,  or 
by  Delegation,  it  is  of  no  great  Confequence  whether 

They 

■f  See  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  yl,  anno  1265.^ 
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They  fate  in  the  fame  Houfe  with  the  Lords,  or  in  a 
diflincl  Houfe  by  lb emf elves,  as  They  do  at  prefent. 

But  ftill,  fays  Mother  Mumpfimus,  This  does  not 
prove  our  Right  to  Eleclions ;  and  She  calls  upon  us  to 
Jhew  Her  the  Law  for  annual,  new  parlia- 
ments chofen  by  the  People.  Let  us  know,  fays  She, 
when  it  was  made,  and  when  repealed.  To  which 
I  reply,  that  We  might  as  well  call  upon  Her  to  fhew 
us  the  Law,  for  what  is  termM  Prerogative,  and 
to  let  us  know  when  it  was  made.  She  would,  perhaps, 
foe  inftructed  to  anfwer  that  the  "Prerogative  is  founded 
on  common  Law,  or  antient  Cuflom ;  and  fb-T  lay  of 
our  Right  to  frequent  Eleclions,  which  was  derived  to 
us  from  our  old  Saxon  Conftitution ;  and  if  Mrs.  Of 
borne  will  confult  fome  of  her  Friends  in  the  "temple, 
They  will  inform  Her  that  great  Part  of  the  Saxon 
Law  is  incorporated  into  our  common  Law. — —What  a 
ftrange  jold  Wretch  is  This,  to  write  in  fo  magifterial 
a  Manner  about  our  Conflitution,  without  knowing  the 
firft  Rudiments  of  it  ? 

She  is  farther  pleafed  to  afTert  that  the  Statute  of  Ed- 
ward the  Hid.  (which  exprefly  requires  that  Parlia- 
ments fhall  be  held  once  a  Year,  if  Need  be)  was  only 
an  Ac"t  for  frequent  SeJJions,  and  not  for  frequent,  new 
Parliaments.  But  I  will  defy  Her  to  prove  This ;  or 
that  any  one  Parliament  fate  two  Tears,  without  a  new 
Eleclion,  from  the  4th  of  Edward  the  Hid.  to  the  2 2d 
of  Henry  the  VHIth,  when  the  modern  Practice  of 
Prorogations  was  firft  introduced. 

If  I  find  that  Dame  Osborne  hath  a  ftrong  Inclination 
to  moot  this  Point  any  farther,  I  fhall  be  ready  to  en- 
gage Her,  as  foon  as  the  Eleclions  are  over;  but,  at 
prefent,  muft  beg  Leave  to  poftpone  all-fuch  Speculati- 
ons to  fome  necefiary  Remarks  on  the  practical  Part  of 
our  Conftitution. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  fhall  conclude  with  a  fhort 
State  of  the  Cafe  between  our  antient  and  modern  Co?ifti- 

tution, 
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tution,  in  Imitation  of  my  Antagonift,  and  leave  the 
World  to  determine  who  hath  done  it  beft. 

Under  our  antient  Conftitution,  the  People  were  out 
of  Debt,    and  but  moderately  tax*d.     Under  our  mo- 
dern Conftitution  We  are  loaded  with  fifty  Millions,  as 
well  as  very  high  Duties  on  molt  of  the  NecefTaries  of 
Life.     Under  our  antient  Conftitution,  the  People  were 
try'd  only  by  a  Jury.     Under  our  modern  Conftitution, 
in  all  Cafes  of  Excife,  and  in  many  other  Refpecls, 
They  are  convicted  by  arbitrary  Commijfi oners  and  Jud- 
ges, without  any  Jury  whatfoever.     Under  our  anti- 
ent Conftitution,  every  Man's  Houfe  was  his  Caftle,  and 
neither  a  Lord,  nor  the  King  himfelf  could  enter  it, 
without  the  Mafterh  Leave.     Under  the  modern  Confti- 
tution,  every  petty  Excifeman  hath  Power  to  enter, 
rummage  and  fearch  Houfes  at  his  own  Will  and  Plea- 
fure,  by  Night  as  well  as  by  Day.     By  our  antient  Con- 
ftitution, the  King  had  no  Guards,  norftanding  Armies, 
befides  the  Hearts  of  rhis  Subjects.     Under  our  modern 
Conftitution,  We  have  a  numerous  Ar?ny  at  home,  and 
have  paid  for  another  abroad,  in  Time  of  profound 
Peace.     By  our  antient  Conftitution,  the  People  had  an 
Election  of  Reprefentathes  every  Tear.     By  the  modern 
Conftitution  only  once  mfeven  Tears.     Under  our  anti- 
ent Conftitution,  the  Reprefentathes  of  the  People  re- 
ceived Wages  from  Thofe,  who  chofe  Them,  and  from 
Them  only ;  which  made  Them  regard  the  Intereft  of 
their  Electors,  and  aft  according  to  their  Inftruflions. 
What  hath  been  the  Practice,  under  our  modern,  mini- 
fterial  Conftitution,  the  Records  of  Parliaments  demoa- 
iirate.     By  the  afitient  Co?ifti 'tution,  the  King  and  the 
People,  when  joined,    were   more  powerful   than    the 
Lords',  and  the  King  and  the  Lords,  whenunked,  were 
more  powerful  than  the  Commons ;  and  the  Lords  and 
the  Commons  united  were  more  powerful  than  the  King  % 
fo  that  the  Bailance  of  Power  was  kept  in  a  due  Equili- 
brium by  thefe  various  Checks.     But  under  the  modern 
Conftitution }  I  leave  it  to  be  confidered,  whether  a  met- 
ed 
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ed  Minijler,  who  hath  a  Handing  Army  of  Officers  and 
penf oners  at  his  Devotion,  ( if  we  mould  be  ever  cursed 
with  fuch  a  Complication  of  Evils)  may  not  eafily  in- 
vade the  Rights  of  the  King,  as  well  as  the  Freedom  of 
both  Houfes  of  Pdrliament ;  and,  in  the  Room  of  our 
antient  Conftitution,  fet  up  a  minifterial  Power,  and 
ufurp  the  Government  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

D.  R. 


N°4o5.       Saturday,  April  13,    1734, 


To  Caleb    D'Anvers,    Ef$» 
SIR, 

S  the  prefent  Parliament  Is  now  drawing 
very  near  its  Diilblution,  and  the  Pre- 
servation of  our  Liberties  depends  in- 
tirely  on  the  proper  Choice  of  a  new 
one,  it  is  my  Duty  to  addrefs  the  Electors* 
of  Greaf  Britain,  on  fo  important  an  Occafion.  I 
fhall  therefore  begin  with  an  Abitract  of  the  late  Aft 
of  Parliament,  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  Bribe- 
ry and  Corruption,  with  a  few  fhort,  explanato- 
ry Comments  upon  it. 

It  is  fet  forth,  in  the  Preamble,  *  "  that  the  Laws 
"  already  in  Being  have  been  found  by  Experience  not 
"  to  be  fufficient  to  prevent  corrupt,  and  illegal  Pratli- 
"  ces  in  the  Eleclion  of  Members  to  feme  in  Parlia- 
"  ment;  for  the  Remedy  therefore  of  fo  great  an  Evil, 

"  and 


*  See  the  A8  2  Geo,  2. 
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*'  and  to  the  End  that  all  Elections  of  Members  to  Par- 
"  liament  may  hereafter  he  freely  and  indifferently  made, 
ff  without  Charge  or  Expence,  it  is  enacted,  that  after 
"  the  24th  of  June  1729,  upon  every  Election  of 
"  Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
"  every  Freeholder,  Citizen,  Freeman,  Burgefs,  or 
"  Perfon,  having  a  Right  to  vote,  or  be  polled  at  fuch 
"  Election,  mail,  before  He  is  admitted  to  poll,  take 
"  the  following  Oath,  (or  being  a  Quaker,  the  folemn 
t(  Affirmation)  if  demanded  by  either  of  the  Candi- 
"  dates,  or  any  two  of  the  Electors,   viz. 

"  /.  A.  B.  do /wear  (or  being  one  of  the  People  caltd 
"  Quakers,  /.  A.  B.  do  folemnly  affirm)  I  have  not 
"  received,  or  had  by  My f elf  or  any  other  Perfon  what- 
"  foever  in  Trujffor  Me,  or  for  my  Ufe  and  Benefit,  di* 
"  reclly  or  indireclly,  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money 
"  Office,  Place,  or  Employment,  Gift,  or  Reward, 
**  or  any  Promife  or  Security  for  any  Money,  Office, 
'  "  Employment,  or  Gift,  in  order  to  give  my' Vote  at 
"  this  Elettim,  and  that  I  have  not  been  polled  at  this 
"  Election. 

f*  Which  Oath,  or  Affirmation,  the  Officer  prefid- 
"  ing,  or  taking  the  Poll,  is  to  adminifter  gratis,  it 
"  demanded,  on  Pain  of  50  /.  to  be  recovered  with 
*f  full  Coils,  by  Aftion  of  Debt,  &c.  at  Weftminfter-\ 
"  and  if  the  Offence  be  committed  in  Scotland,  then 
fs  to  be  recover'd  by  fummary  Action,  or  Complaint, 
"  before  the  Court  of  Sefjion,  or  by  Profecution  before 
*'  the  Court  of  Jujliciary  there ;  and  none  mall  be  ad- 
li  mitted  to  poll,  till  He  hath  taken  the  faid  Oath,  if 
**  demanded,  before  the  returning  Officer,  or  others 
"deputed  by  Him. 

"  The  Sheriff,  or  other  returning  Officer,  admitting 
"  any  to  be  polled,  without  taking  the  Oath,  or  Affir- 
*'  mation,  if  demanded,  fhall  incur  the  like  Penalty. 

Thefe  Provifions  are  fo  clear  and  itrong  againil:  the 
Eleclors,  as  well  as  the  returning  Officers,  that  they  re- 
quire no  Explanation,     It  is  farther  required  by  the 

Acl> 
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Aft,  "  that  every  Sheriff"  and  returning  Officer,  fhall, 
ft  immediately  after  reading  the  Writ,  take  the  folio w- 
;  <  ing  Oath,  viz, 

"  /  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  that  I  have  not,  direclly 
**  nor  indiretlly,  received  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money, 
"  Office,  Place,  or  Employment,  Gratuity,  or  Re- 
"  ward,  or  any  Bond,  Bill,  or  Note,  or  any  Promife, 
**  or  Gratuity  tvhatfoever,  either  by  My/elf,  or  any 
**  other  Per/on  to  my  Ufe,  or  Benefit,  or  Advantage,  for 
"  making  any  Return,  at  the  prefent  Eleclion  of  Mem- 
f\  bers  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  and  that  I  vAll  return 
"  juch  Per  Jon,  or  Perfons,  as  Jhall,  to  the  befl  of  my 
!"  Judgment,  appear  to  Me  to  have  the  Majority  of 
"  legal  Votes. 

..."  Such  Votes  fhall  be  deem'd  legal,  which  have 
"  been  fo  declared  by  the  lajl  Determination  of  the 
il  Ho  ufe  of  Commons. 

"  If  any  returning  Officer,  Eleclor,  or  Perfon  taking 
"  the  Oath,  or  Affirmation,  £ha31  be  guilty  of  wilful 
li  Perjury,  or  falfe-Affirming,  and  be  thereof  convicted 
"  by  due  Courfe  of  Law,  He  mall  incur  the  Pains 
•'  and  Penalties  inflicted,  in  Cafes  of  wilful 
"  Perjury, 

*'  None  convicted  of  Perjury  fhall,  after  Convic- 
"  tion,  be  capable  of  voting  in  any  Eleclion  of  Members 
"  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

I  fhall  only  obferve  upon  thefe  Claufes,  that  as  the 
ftrongeil:  Obligations  are  laid  upon  all  Eleclors  and  re- 
.  'timing  Officers,  which  can  be  laid  upon  Them  by  any 
tiuman  Laws,  as  b  on  eft  Men,  Freemen,  Britons  and 
Chriftians ;  fo  They  are  reitrain'd  by  the  fever  eft 
Penalties,  from  acting  contrary  to  them  ;  and  no  Man, 
who  hath  any  Regard  to  Confcience,  Inter  eft,  or  Beputa- 
Hon,  will  prefume  to  fly  in  the  Face  of  (o  expli- 
cit a  Law. 

This  Point  is  farther  explain'xl  by  the  following  Clau- 
'es,  which  enacT; , 

«  That 
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«  That  if  any  Perfon,   who  hath,   or  claimeth 
Right  to  vote  in  any  iuch  Election,    mall  ask  or  take 
any  Money,    or  other  Reward,   by   Way   of  Gift, 
Loan,  or  other  Device,  or  contract  (o  to  do,  to  give 
his  Vote,  or  to  refufe  or  forbear  to  give  his  Vote ;  or 
if  any  Perfon  by  Himfelf,   or  any  one  employ 'd  by 
Him,   Ihall  by  Gift,   or  Reward,  Promije,   Agree- 
ment,  or  Security,  corrupt,    or   procure   any 
one  to  give  his  Vote,  or  to  forbear  to  give  his  Vote,  in 
any  fnch  Election,  He  fhall  forfeit, for  every  such 
offence  the  Sum  of  500/.   to  be  recover'd  as  be- 
fore  directed  with  full  Cofts ;    and  every   Perfon, 
after  Judgment  obtained  againit  Him,  fhall  for  ever 
be  difabled  to  vote  in  any  Election,  or  to  hold  any 
Office,    or   Franchile,  as  a    Member   of  any  City, 
Borough,  Town  cor  for  ate,  or  Cinque  Tori. 
"  If  any  Perfon,   offending  againft  this  Act,  fhall, 
within  twelve  Months  next  after  iuch  Election,  dif- 
cover  any  other  Per/on  offending,  fo  that  He  be  con- 
victed,  fuch  Perfon,   not   having  been    before  that 
Time  convicted  Himfelf,   fhall  be  indemnify 'd  from 
all  Penalties  and  Dif abilities,  which  He  fhall  then 
have  incurr'd. 
Thefe  Claufes  are  not  only  a  flrong  Reftraint  on  the 
ElecJors,  but  lay  a  very  heavy  Penalty  on  the  Agents 
of    Corruption;  who  are  liable  to  a  Forfeiture  0; 
Jive  hundred  Pounds,   belides  the  Incapacities  before-men- 
iion'd,  for  every  individual  Man,  whom  They  corrupt 
or  procure  to  vote,   or  to  forbear  voting,   in  any  Electi- 
on ;  and  as  a  farther  Terror  to  thefe  Men,  every  cor 
rupted  Eleclar  hath  the  Power  of  indemnifying  Him  lei 
from  all  the  Penalties  of  this  Aft,  within  twelve  Months 
by  difcovering  the   Corruptor,    and  bringing  Him  t( 
condign  Punifhment.     It  is  therefore  hoped  that  even 
Briton,   who  delires  to  fee  a  free  Parliament,  will  kee] 
a  watchful  Eve  upon  all  reputed  Borough-Jobbers,   arc 
Brokers  of  Elections,  who  proul  about  the  Country  oi 
theie  vile  Errands,  and  earn  the  infamous  Wages  0 

Cor 
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Corruption,  by  endeavouring  to  deftroy  the  Liberty  of 
our  antient  Confiitution.  Let  Them  remember  that 
thefe  Caufe9  are  to  be  try'd  by  a  Jury  in  Weft?ninfter~ 
Hall  j  where  We  have  the  Happinefs  of  fuch  Judges  at 
prefent,  as  have  given  us  very  hopeful  Promiies  that  They 
will  prefer  the  impartial  Execution  of  the  Laws  to  any 
Considerations  of  Intereft,   or  Ambition. 

The  remaining  Provifions  in  this  Law  are  to  the  fol- 
lowing EfFect,  viz. 

"  That  all  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  mall,  at  the ' 
"  Time  of  Eleclion,  immediately  after  reading  the 
"  Writ,  or  Precept,  read,  or  cauie  to  be  read,  openly 
*c  before  the  Eleclors,  this  prefent  Act,  and  every 
*'  Claufe  therein  ;  that  it  fhall  alio  be  read  once  in  every 
"  Year  at  the  Quarter  SeiBons  next  after  E  after,  and  at 
"  the  Eleclion  of  the  chief  Magi/irate  in  any  Borough 
*'  Town- corporate,  or  Cinque- Port,  as  well  as  at  the 
I  Election  of  Magiftrates  and  Town-Counfellors  for 
•*f  every  Borough  in  Scotland, 

.  "  That  all  Sheriffs,  or  other  Officers,  fhall  forfeit 
"  the  Sum  of  50  /.  for  every  wilful  Offence  again]} 
"  this  Acl. 

And  laftly,  ".  that  no  Perfon  fhall  be  made  liable  to 
f\  any  Incapacity,  or  Forfeiture,  unlefs  Profecuticn  be 
if  commenced  within  two  Tears  after  fuch  Incapacity 
"  or  Penalty  fhall  be  incur'd,  or,  in  Cafe  of  a  Profe- 
."  cution,  unlefs  the  iame  mall  be  carried  on  without 
;"  any  wilful  Delay. 

Such  are   the  Provifions  of  this  excellent  and  truly 
glorious  Acl:,  which   is  fo  far  from  being  eppreffive,  or 
terrible,  as  the  tninifterial  Writers  have  represented  it, 
.that  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties  depends  on  the 
.Execution  of  it.     Indeed,  Hirelings,  and   particularly 
the  Couranteers,  have  often  rhiearen'd  us   with  a  Cri- 
tique upon  it,  and  endeavoured  to  cajole  the  lower  Part 
of  the  Nation,  by  pleading  for  Corruption  as  one  of 
their  Privileges.     But  I  fhall  never  be  afraid,  or  aiham- 
■ed,  to  iuftify   the  Intention  of  this  Law,  and  heartily 
.  Vol*!  XII,  R  wifh 
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wi(h  that  it  may  be  put  ftriftly  in  Force,  without  any 
Regard  to  Parties,  or  Persons  whatsoever. 

It  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  all  Country  Gentlemen  to 
fulfil  this  Defign  of  the  Legifliture,  as  the  only  effeciu- 
al  Method  to  defeat  the  Pra&ices  of  Stockjobbers,  Place- 
men, Penjioners,  and  other  Upjlarts,  who  bribe  Them 
out  of  their  neighbouring  Boroughs,  where  They  have 
a  natural  Right  to  be  chofen,  and  would  be  chofen  in  a 
free  E  left  ion. 

It  is  likewife  demonftrable  that  even  the  meaneji 
JEleclors  would  foon  find  their  Account  in  deftroying 
this  PratUce  ;  for  if  We  look  round  the  Kingdom,  We 
fhall  find  that  Venality  is  the  conftant  Forerunner  of  Po- 
verty, and  that  the  moft  corrupt  Boroughs  are  always  the 
fnoft  beggarly.  I  believe  nobody  will  pretend  to  deny 
that  the  Abolition  of  a  few  Taxes  on  the  common 
NccefTaries  of  Life,  fuch  as  Salt,  Soap,  Candles  and 
Leather,  would  be  of  more  real  and  lafling  Benefit  to 
the  People,  than  what  They  can  ever  propofe  to  get  by 
Bribery,  befides  the  Prostitution  of  their  Confciences,  the 
Lofs  of  their  Reputations,  and  the  Penalties  They  in- 
cur, by  fuch  a  fcandalous  TrafEck, 

I  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  my  earneft  Wifhes 
and  fmcere  Advice  that  even  the  poorefi  Boroughs  will 
purge  Themfelves  from  the  Infamy  of  being,  as  Bifhop 
Burnet  calls  them,  -f  the  rotten  Part  of  our  Confutation, 
and  co-operate  with  the  Counties,  Cities,  and  great  Cor- 
porations, iu  procuring  us  the  Blefiing  of  a  Free    and 

TJNCGRRUPT    PARLIAMENT.  D. 


f  Burnet's  Hi/l.  of  his  own  Times,  voL  2.  p.  295. 
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To   CALEB  D'ANVERS,   tjf* 
S  I  R, 

CICERO,  in  the  fecond  Book  of  his  Offices* 
highly  commends  a  wife  and  handfome  Rebuke, 
which  Philip  of  Macedon  gave  his  Son  Alexander,  for 
foolifhly  attempting  to  gain  the  Affections  of  the  Mace- 
donians by  B  r  1  b  e  r  y  .  He  wrote  his  Son  a  Letter  upon 
it,  in  thele  Words.  '*  Quae  Te,  malum  !  Ratio  in 
•'  iftam  fpem  induxit,  ut  eos  Tibi  fideleS  putares  fore, 
"  quos  pecunia  corrupilTes  ?  An  Tu  id  agis,  utMacedo- 
"  nes  non  Te  Regemfuum,  fed  Miniftrum  &Pr<ebitorem 

"  {paxnt  fore  ?  " Tully  makes  this  Remark  upon 

it. •*  Bene  Miniftrum  Sc  Preebitorem  ;  quia  fordi- 

*'  dum  Regi.  Melius  etiam  quod  Largitionetn  Corrup- 
'*  telam  effe  dixit.  Fit  enim  deterior,  qui  accipit,  at- 
•**  que  ad  idem  femper  expectandum  paratior. 

Philip  was  undoubtedly  the  greateft  Prince  of  hi"<? 
Time.  He  was  wife,  artful  and  fortunate.  The  Ad- 
vice of  fuch  a  King,  while  he  was  forming  the  Mind 
of  a  young  Prince,  who  afterwards  gave  Law  to  the 
World,  deferves  our  Regard.  This  wife  King  had  ob- 
ferved  in  his  Son  many  noble  Principles,  the  Seeds  of 
Greatnefs,  but  ill  conducted  through  Youth  and  Inex- 
perience. Alexander  was  young,  valiant  and  generous  j 
but  an  Excefs,  or  Mifapplication  of  Valour  and  Gene- 
rality, often  leads  to  the  greateft  Inconveniencies, 
That  his  Generality  might  take  a  good  and  ufeful 
Turn,  He  writes  Hinf  this  fhort,  but  important  Epiftle", 
"  What  Notion  is  This,  fays  He,  that  You  have  got  in 
"  your  Head  ?  Can  You  imagine  the  Fidelity  and  AF- 
*'  lection  of  the  Subject  are  to  be  acquired  by  Bribery 
"  and  Corruption  ?  Or  is  This  your  Motive,  that  the 
**  Macedonians  may  not  confider  You  as  One,  who  is 
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to  be  their  Sovereign,  but  a  Minifter  to  their  Extra- 
*.  vagance  and  Corruption  ? 

Tulfys  Obfervation  is  equally  fine.  "  Tis  fordid 
*'  and  mean,  fays  He,  below  the  Dignity  of  a  great 
*'■  King,  to  court  the  Affe&ion  of  his  People  with  bafe 
"  Bribes.  True  Love  and  Efteem  are  built  upon  a 
quite  different  Foundation.  "  Largeffes,  or  the  giving 
*'  of  Money,  as  the  fame  Author  obierves,  is  Corrupti- 
"  on  itfelf ;  for  the  Receiver  becomes  a  worfe  Man,  and 

"  is  always  apt  to  increafe  his  Demands." This 

Maxim  of  Philip  is  certainly  one  of  the  wifeit  in  the-' 
whole  Syflem  of  Politicks,  and  likewife  confident  with 
the  ftrifteft  Rules  of  Morality ;  that  a  King  giving 
Bribes  to  his  own  Subjecls  renders  Himfelf  mean  and 
fordid  ',  that  He  never  gains  the  true  Aifeclion  of' 
one  Perfon  by  it?  that  He  fubjecls  Himfelf  to  the- 
arbitrary  Will  and  fantaftical  Government  of  fucb  Pro- 
fiiiuies ;  and  that  his  very  Crown  is  at  their  Difpofal 
to  the  *  highefl  Bidder. 

The  Immorality  of  it  is  likewife  evident;  for  fuch 
Proceeding?,  when  generally  known,  debauch  the  Mo- 
rals of  a  whole  People.  The  fame  Depravity  and  Cor- 
ruption foon  find  their  Way  from  a  Court  to  a  Cottage* 
and,  in  Proportion  to  the  Diflance,  is  to  be  traced  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  Degree  through  every  private  Family  ;  I9 
that  in  a  fhort  Time  the  \exy  Name  of  Virtue  may 
come  to  be  loft  in  fuch  a  Kingdom.  It  is  very  proba- 
ble that  Philip  might  not  regard  this  Maxim  in  the 
moral  View ;  for,  if  we  may  credit  the  Greek  Hijlori- 
ans  and  Orators,  He  was  not  apt  to  guide  his  Actions  by 
the  Rules  of  a  nice  Morality.  He. is  generally  drawn 
by  Them  as  cunning  ana  defgning,  and  though  a  war- 
like Prince,  no  Man  knew  the  Weight  of  Money  more . 
than  He,  as  well  as  how  and  where  to  apply  it.     His 

ufual 
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ufual  Method  of  Bribery  was  to  buy  an  Enemy  s  Gene~ 
ral,  and  fometimes  a  convenient  Town,  or  Fortrefsy  by 
which  Means  He  artfully  avoided  risking  his  own 
Glory,  and  the  Lives  of  his  Subjects.  He  carried  it  Co 
far,  that  juft  before  the  decifive  Victory  at  Cbaronea, 
the  very  Prieftefs  of  Apollo  at  Delphi  was  ftrongly  fuf- 
peeked  to  have  been  tamper'd  with  by  that  Prince  }  for 
the  confederate  Army,  who  were  then  going  to  engage, 
foe  the  common  Liberties  of  Greece,  could  get  no  Man- 
ner of  Encouragement  from  Her ;  lb  that  Demofthenes, 
who  well  knew  the  Avarice  of  Priefts  and  their  jugg- 
ling Tricks,  might  eafily  guefs  that  Philip  had  fecured 
the  Oracle.  At  another  Time,  a  grave-looking  Demo- 
gogue  of  Athens,  who  had  long  bawl'd  at  the  exorbi- 
tant Power  of  the  King  of  Macedon,  was  at  length  pre, 
vail'd  upon,  and  took  the  Reward  of  his  Treachery 
with  great  Complaifance. 

Thefe  were  the  fuccefsful  Arts,  which  He  ufed  abroad  5 
and  by  fuch  Intrigues  He  often  defeated  the  fhongeft 
Confederacies  of  all  Greece.  His  Ad m in iftration  wss 
wife,  dreaded  abroad,  and  refpe&ed  at  home.  What 
Occafion  could  He  have  to  pe?ifton  his  ozvn  Subjecls  ? 
Their  Love  and  Eiteem  was  founded  upon  the  real  Con- 
viction of  the  Excellency  of  his  Government  and  not 
upon  that  flippery  Foundation  of  Corruption.  He  kept 
Them  honeft,  by  not  tempting  Them  to  be  oiherwife, 
Even  in  a  juft  Caufe,  a  Gift  perverts  the  Mind  }  and, 
as  Tully  well  obferves  upon  this  Place,  <s  the  Receiver 
"  immediately  becomes  a  bad  Man,  and  is  always  ex- 
""  pedYmg  greater  Bribes"  The  Plunder  of  a  whole 
People  is  icarce  fufficient,  To  this  Honefty  of  the  Ma- 
cedonians, confirm'd  by  their  King*  is  to  be  attributed 
their  true  Greatnefs  of  Mind  and  perfonal  Courage, 
The  Name  of  Barbarians,  which  the  over- wife  Greeks 
were  too  apt  to  beftow  upon  their  Neighbours,  now 
left  Them,  even  by  the  Ccnfeflionof  thole  very  Greeks, 
who,  in  a  general  AiTembiy  of  their  feveral  confede- 
rate Repuolicks,  loon   after  placed   Alexander  at  the 
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Head  of  that  grand  Alliance,  which  gave  Him  and  his 
Macedonians  the  Empire  of  the  World. 

From  the  whole  it  is  clearly  evident,  that  an  unpen- 
Jiotfd  Sub j  eel  will  give  the  wilefl  Counfel  to  his  Prince, 
and  will  always  continue  the  moll  faithful  to  Him.  It 
is  the  true  Interefi  of  the  Prince  to  have  fuch  about 
Him,  as  will  not  flatter  Him,  and  be  Slaves  to  his 
Pajjicnsy  for  the  Sake  of  his  Money.  The  greateft 
Danger,  that  can  happen  to  a  Prince,  will  arife  from 
fuch  of  his  own  Servants,  as  from  their  own  corrupt 
Principles  would  fell  Him  and  his  Counfels  to  the  com- 
mon Enemy.  Treafon  is  too  often  the  fatal  Attendant 
upon  Corruption.  A  Government  may  be  conducted 
with  the  greater!:  Security,  without  employing  theie^- 
tuniary  Arts  at  home ;  for  a  wife  Aiminift ration  will 
always  fiand  upon  its  own  Legs,  and  fupport  itfelf 
without  the  Affiibnce  of  Gold.  It  can  raife  a  whole 
People,  almolt  from  a  State  of  Barbarity,  to  the  Height 
of  Greatnefs  and  heroick  Virtue. 


O. 


I  am,  SIR,  &e. 


N°  407.    Saturday,  Jfril  ao,  1734. 


DefignM   to  have  entemin'd  the  Publick 
with  a  Jbort  Hi/lory  of  the  late  Parlia- 
ment, (for  fo  I  may  now  venture  to  call 
i  )  in  Imitation  of  a  certain  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  did  the  fame  in  the  Year 
17 13.     But  lam  partly  anticipated  in 
that  Defign  by   a   Pamphlet  already  publifh'd,  intided 
Politicks  on  loth  Sides,  with  Regard  to  Foreign  Af- 
fairs 1  and  We  every  Day  expecl  an  Enquiry  into  the 
t     •  Con- 
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ConJ.uft  of  our  Domestick  Affairs,  by  Way  of 
Sequel  to  it.  In  this  Piece,  We  are  promiied  the  fame 
particular  Account  of  our  national  Debts,  the  finking 
Fund,  and  other  Money-Matters  at  home,  from  the  Tear 
1 72 1,  which  the  former  Part  gave  us  of  all  our  Treaties 
and  Negotiations  abroad ;  fo  that  both  thefe  Treatifes  to- 
gether will,  in  all  Probability,  contain  not  only  a  fhort 
Hiftory  of  the  late  Parliament,  but  likewife  of  the 
present  Administration,  with  Regard  to  theft 
Points. 

But  zsfuch  Difcourfes  may  not  fall  into  every  Body's 
Hand,  and  there  are  befides  fome  other  Points,  which 
do  not  feem  to  come  within  the  Scope  of  that  Au- 
thor*s  Defign,  I  mall  juft  hint  at  a  few  Particulars, 
which  will  fet  the  Conduct  of  this  Parliament  in  a 
true  Light. 

In  the  Year  1728,  a  Sam  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thoufand  Pounds  being  demanded  to  make  good  a  'Defi- 
ciency, as  it  was  hrft  called,  of  the  Civil- Lift,  and  it 
appearing  to  the  Houfe,  upon  Examination,  that  there 
was  really  no  Deficiency,  our  zvorthy  Reprefeniaihes 
took  an  early  Opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  Themfelves 
in  our  Service,  by  granting  that  ever-memorable  Sum, 
under  the  Name  of  an  Arrear  ;  or,  as  fome  Gentle- 
men were  pleafed  to  conftrue  it,  by  Way  of  Augmen- 
tation to  that  liberal  Revenue,  which  the 
former  Parliament  had  fettled  on  his  Majeftv,  for  the 
better  Support  of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the 
Crown. 

This  Parliament  had  likewife  the  Honour  of  conti- 
nuing twelve  thoufand  Hessian  Troops  in  our  Pay,  for 
feveral  Years,  at  an  annual  Expence,  which  amount- 
ed to  a  Land  Tax  of  Six-pence  in  the  P:und. 

The  Revival  of  the  Salt  Duty,  after  it  had  been 
folemnly  abolifhed,  for  the  Ea'e  of  the  poor  Artificers 
and  Mtinufaclurers,  upon  a  gracious.  Recommendation 
from  the  Throne,  and  mortgaging  it  for  many  Years  to 
come,  is  another  Point,  which  will  certainly  endear  the 

Memo- 
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Memory  of  this  Parliament  to  the  Freeholders  of  Great 
Britain,  and  recommend  the  Promoters  of  it  to  their 
Favour  again  at  the  enfuing  Election. 

Their  laudable  Endeavours  to  extend  the  Laws  of 
Excife  over  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  to  curb  the  Spirits 
of  infolent  Tradefmcn,  by  fubje&ing  their  Houfes,  Goods 
and  Dealings  to  the  Controul  of  a  State-lnquifition,  are 
fo  frefh  in  every  Body's  Memory,  that  it  would  be  im- 
pertinent to  infill  any  farther  upon  this  Head. 

We  rauft  likewife  do  tbefe  Gentlemen  the  Juftice  to 
acknowledge  their  invariable  Regard  for  the  Honour  and 
Intereft  of  the  Nation,  as  well  as  the  Safety  of  our  Gon» 
ftitution,  by  their  ready  Complyance  with  all  Motions 
for  keeping  up  a-  ft an 'ding  Army,  in  Times  of  profound 
Peace,  with  a  conftant  Approbation  of  all  our  late 
treaties,  Expeditions,  Expedients,  and  Tranfaelions 
whatfoever,  either  by  Sea  or  by  Land,  at  home  or 
abroad. 

I  fhaJ]  fay  nothing  of  thofe  vafl  Sums  of  Money, 
which  They  have  granted  from  Time  to  Time,  for 
fupporting  tbefe  Meafures,  nor  of  the  prefent  State  of 
our  pub lick  Debts,  and  the finhdng  fund**  becaufe  I  pre- 
fume  tbefe  Articles  will  be  fully  .explain'd  in  the  Pam- 
phlet before- mentioned. 

But  there  is  one  Point,  which  muft  not  be  intirely 
pafs'd  over  in  Silence  ;  I  mean  that  unlimited  and  unex- 
a?n$Ied  Confidence,  which  They  have  lately  repofed  in 
the  Crown,  together  with  the  fubfequent  Claufe  of 
Vnappropriation-,  by  which  his  Majefly  is  left  at  full 
Liberty,  during  the  Interval  of  Parliament,  to  augment 
his  Forces  by  Sea,  or  Land,  to  enter  into  any  Engage- 
i?:e?its  zuitb  foreign  Princes,  and  to  apply  what  Sums 
of  Money  He  mall  think  fit  out  of  the  annual  Supplies, 
which  amount  al molt  to  Four  Millions,  without 
any  Limitation  of  Numberr  or  Sum  whatfoever.  This 
Acl  crowns  all  their  former  Services,  and  feems  to  be 
defign'd  as  their  lafi  Legacy  to  the  Nation  ;  for  as  it 
gives  his  Majeily  a  glorious  Opportunity  of  demonilva- 

ting 
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ting  hi$  tender  Concern  for  our  Liberties,  by  making  no 
bad  Ufe  of  fuch  an  unprecedented  Power  3  fo  it  will  de- 
liver down  the  Names  of  Thofe,  who  gave  it,  with 
uncommon  Marks  of  Diftinction,  to  the  lateft  Ge- 
nerations. 

After  fuch  fupereminent  Services  as  Thefe,  it  may 
feem  needleis  to  mention  their  noble  Zeal  in  detecting 
publick  Frauds,  and  inflicting  exemplary  Punilhment  on 
the  Authors  of  them.  We  have  had  divers  remarkable 
•  Inftances  of  This,  whilfi  They  have  done  the  Commons 
.ef  Great  Britain  the  Honour  to  reprefent  Them  ;  par- 
ticularly with  Relation  to  the  Sale  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Derwe nt water's  Eflate,  the  Management  of  the 
South-Sea  Company,  the  Charitable  Corpo- 
ration, and  York  Buildings;  to  which  We  may 
add  their  rigorous  Enquiries  into  the  Frauds  of  the 
Customs,  and  the  Manner  of  contracting  a  Navy 
Debt  of  almoft  Two   Millions. 

I  do  not  include  all  the  Members  of  the  late  Ho  ufe  of 
Commons  in  this  funeral  Oration  to  their  Memory  ;  for 
it  is  well  known  that  many  of  Them  have  diftinguifh'd 
Themfelves  in  that  AfTembly  by  a  moil  pertina- 
cious Spirit  of  Oppofition,  and  took  a  great  Deal  of 
ill-natured  Pains  to  revive  a  Country  Intereji  amongfl: 
us. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  another  Topick,  in  Praile 
of  the  late  Parliament,  which  I  had  aim  oil:  forgot ;  for 
as  They  have  the  fole  Credit  of  accomplifhing  all  theje 
great  Points,  fo  They  have  gain'd  no  lefs  Honour  by 
defeating  feveral  pernicious  Bills  for  better  qualifying 
Members  of  Parliament  ;  for  fecuring  the  Freedom  of 
military  Gentlemen  from  the  Refentments  of  a  vindic- 
tive Minifter ;  for  limiting  the  Number  of  Officers, 
civil  and  military,  who  Jhall  hereafter  be  allowed  to  Jit 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  laitly,  for  reftoring 
triennial  Parliaments. 

Thefe  uncourtly  Patriots,  indeed,  have  had  the  good 
Fortunes   by  indefatigable  Induifry,    and  the  Force  of 

popu* 
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popular  Clamour^  to  carry  fome  Points  of  bad  Confe- 
quence;  particularly  the  Jury- Act,  the  Stockjobbing 
A3,  and  That/2>r  the  more  effectual  preventing  Bribe- 
ry and  Corruption  in  the  Election  of  Members  io 

ferve  in  Parliament. But  as  the  bad  Intention  of  the 

firft  was,  in  fome  Meafure,  defeated  by  a  Claufe  for 
Special  Juries;  fo  fome  of  the  craftieft  Heads  in 
England  are  now  hard  at  Work  in  deviling  Methods  to 
elude  the  others. 

When  We  reflect  on  this  long  Gourfe  of  publick  Spi- 
rit, Wifdom  and  Integrity,  who  can  look  without 
Tears  on  fuch  an  illustrious  Body  of  Men  in  the  laft  A- 
gonies  of  their  political  Death,,  and  linking  again  into 
the  common  Majs  of  the  People,  from  whence  They  were 
railed  to  do  thefe  great  Things  for  us  ? 

But  to  be  ferious. As  the  Reprefentative  Body  of 

the  People  is  now  expiring,  and  the  Power  will  foon  de- 
volve to  Them  again,  in  their  collective  Capacity ;  1 
hope  They  will  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  it,  at  the  approach- 
Elections,  by  chuling  a  new  Reprefentative,  without 
criminal  Influence,  or  any  other  i)iitinction  than  of 
Thofe,  who  have  already  made  the  Intereft  of  their 
Country  the  Rule  of  their  Conduct,  and  of  "Thefe,  who 
have  notorioufly  facrificed  it  to  private  bad  Ends. 

But  if  the  fatal  Taint  of  Corruption,  or  the  PrefTures 
of  NeceJJity,  fhould  have  taken  {o  ftrong  a  PoiTeffion  of 
their  Minds,  as  to  prevail  over  all  the  natural  Impulles 
of  Virtue,  Confcience,  and  the  Rejtraint  of  Laws,.  I 
mull  refer  Them  for  Advice,  under-  thefe  delperate 
Circumftances,  to  the  Authors  of  Cato's  Letters, 
who  formerly,  addrefs'd  Them  in  the  following  Manner. 

"  *  A  S  to  Thofe  amongft  you,  who  are  refolved  to 
"     2%.  take  Money,  in  Spight  of  all  Reafon,  human 

"  and 

*  The  following  Paffages,  being  the  Conclusion  of  a 
third  Letter  to  the  Freeholders,  &c,  were  printed  in  the 
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**  and  divine,  I  know  no  Amends  They  can  make  for 
**  this  their  great  Wickednefs  and  Corruption,  but  to 
«'  difappoint  fhofe,  who  give  it,  by  voting  again/}  Them, 
w  for  Thofe,  who  do  not,  and  deferve  their  Vote  with- 
«'  out  it.  In  doing  This,  They  will  only  be  falfe  to 
«'  one  Man,  who  would  bribe  Them  out  of  their  Ho- 
ik nefty  ,•  but  will  be  juft  and  honeft  to  a  whole  Nation, 
P  which  claims  their  Regard  and  Duty,  and  which 
«*  He  would  hire  Them  to  betray. 

■"  There  is  no  Honour  nor  Honefty  in  being  juft  to 
W  your  Word,  when  the  giving  your  Word  was  unjuft. 
f  L£  a  Man  gives  you  Money  for  your  Promiie  to  burn 
P  an  Houfe,  or  to  murther  a  Neighbour  ;  which,  think 
u  you,  is  moil  unjuft,  to  difappoint  the  wicked  Prompt 
44  ter,  or  to  do  an  hellifh  A&ion  in  Comply ance  with 
u  a  wicked  Man,  who  would  make  you  an  hellifh  In- 
"  ftrument  of  his  villainous  Malice  and  Defigns  ?  And 
f  yet,  believe  me,  you  do  a  worfe  Thing,  when  you 
"  put  the  Lives  and  Property  of  a  whole  Country,  your 
W  own  Country,  into  the  Hands  of  a  Man,  who  de- 
P  clares  He  w\\\  fell  Them,  by  hiring  you  to  fell  Tour- 
J  fefoes. 

"  He,  who  for  Money  chufes  an  unworthy  Member, 
"  is  anfwerable  for  all  the  unworthy  Conduct  of  that 
44  Member,  as  much  as  He,  who  for  Self-Ends  of  any 
"  Kind,  advifes  an  unjuft  War,  becomes  anfwerable 
P  for  all  the  Killing,  Burning,  Plundering  and  Defola- 
4t  tion,  which  attend  ir.  Do  not  fay,  that  your  Member 
M  hath  but  one  Vote ;  for  no  more  hath  any  other  Mern- 
41  ber  ;  but  remember  that  one  Vote  may  fave,  or  de- 
'-*  flroy  You. 

•'  I  would  leave  it  therefore  to  your  own  common 
*  Senfe,  Gentlemen,  (You,  that  are  determined  to  have 
"  Mokey,  on  this  Occafion)  whether  it  be  not  more 

"  eligible 

London  Journal  on  Saturday  March  the  i\tb,  172 1, 
md  fign  d  Cato  ;  but  this  Paper  is  not  fubliftfdin  the 
Qclleclion  of  thofe  Letters. 
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"  eligible  to  be  little  Rogues,  and  to  cheat  one  or  two 
Cl  Men  of  Money,  which  perhaps  is  none  of  theirs,  and 
u  which  They  ought  not  to  give  You,  and  which 
*'  They  give  only  to  make  You  great  Rogues,  than  it  is* 
f \  to  be  cruel  Traytors  to  your  Country ;  to  be  the  Caufes 
"  of  all  itsMifeiy ;  and  the  Objects  of  its  juft  Deteita- 
"  tion,  and  heavy  and  crying  Curfes. 

"  When  You  deal  with  Knaves,  You  have   an  Ex- 
"  cufe  to  be  Knaves  ;  efpecially  when  They  are  the  Ag- 

"  grefers. But  what  Offence   hath  your  Country 

*'  given  You  ;  that  Country,  in  which,  and  by  which 
■"  you  live  ?  Whether  would  You  rather  be  carefs'd,  or- 
"  curled;  beloved,  or  abhorr'd  ?  Or  whether  would 
"  You  rather  be  blefsM  and  approved  by  all  Men,  than 
*'  by  One,  who,  when  You  difappoint  Him,  only  damns 
"  fome  of  You  for  Rogues,  and  would  have  made  ycu 
"  Rogues,  and  is  perhaps  Himfelf  one  ? 

"  I  wifh,  Gentlemen,  that  there  were  none  amongil 
"  you  difpofed  to  be  j told ;  and  that  the  Underftand- 
"  ing,  Circumftances,  and  Virtue  of  You  all  fet  You- 
"  all  above  the  Infamy  of  Sale,  But  You,  that  will 
*'  be  fold,  for  God's  Sake !  kll  Yourfelves  to  Such  as- 
*'  are  not  like  to  fell 'You  again.  No  Doubt,  fome  fuch 
"  there  are ;  and  for  Thoje,  who  give  You  Money  to 
"  make  Money  of  You,  as  You  may  guefs  from  their 
*'  Character  and  Circumjlances,  the  belt.  Thing  You  can 
"  do,  next  to  the  refujtng,  or  returning  it,  is  to  vote 
"  againfi  Tliem. 

"  If  You  will  be  corrupt,  have  {o  much  Tendernefs 
"  for  old  England  as  to  confine  the  Effects  of  your 
*'  Corruption  to  Yourfelves,  and  do  not  barbarouily  in- 
"  volve  us  AD,  and  All  that  is  good  and  valuable,  in 
"  your  Corruption.     All  have  not  finn'd  ;  oh  !  involve. 

"  not  All  in  your  Sin! — The  leaft  Glympfe  of 

**  natural  Senfe  will  inform  You,  that  You  may  with 

"  infinite  lefs   Crime    deceive  a  few   Men,  probably 

(  more  unrighteous  than  the  worft  of  You,    than  en- 

u  danger  the  utter  JDeitrucHon  of  a  great  Nation,  and 

"  yomJ 
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P  your  ozvn  Deftruclion,  by  being  juft  to  an  unjuftEn- 
"  gagement,  made  to  an  ill  Man. 

*<  An  Englijh  Admiral,  in  King  WfftiaWl  Time,  be- 
<e  ing  tempted  by  the  French  Court,  with  Money,  to 
«*  betray  into  their  Hands  an  Englijh  Fleet,  which  He 
"  commanded,  acquainted  his  royal  Mafter  with  the 
M  Temptation,  and  by  the  Advice  of  that  great  Prince% 
f  He  took  the  Money  and  betray'd  Thofe,  that  would 
"  have  betray'd  Him,  and  would  have  hired  Him  to 
*'  betray  his  Country.  I  leave  You,  Gentlemen,  to 
■  "  make  the  Application.  I  only  ask  You,  which 
"  think  You  was  the  greater  Treachery  ;  his  taking; 
"  Money  for  a  traiterous  Defign  again ft  bis  Country,  or 
*'  his  not  executing   that  traiterous  Defign  ? 

"  But  of  the  molt  of  You,,  by  much  the  moll,  I  know 
"  and  hope  the  befl:  Things.  Your  Hands  are  clean, 
"  and  your  Hearts  are  honeft. 

Heaven  grant  it  may  prove  lb,  in  the  prelent  Con- 
juncture !  For  on  This  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties 
abfolutely  depends,  under  God  and  his  Majeity. 

I  mail  only  add,  that  as  there  feems  to  be  a  much 
greater  Necemty  for  fuch  Exhortations  at  prefent,  than 
when  Cato  wrote,  fo  every  corrupted  Eleclor  hath 
now  an  Opportunity,  by  the  late  Aft,  to  make  a  double 
Atonement  to  his  Country,  by  difcovering  the  Cor- 
f.  v  p  t  0  r,  as  well  as  voting  a  c  a  i  n  s  t  Him.  D. 
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C  unci  a  ape r it  fecreta  Dies,  ex  Tempore  verum 
Nafcitur,  et  veniens  &tas  abfcondita  pandit. 

To  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efa; 

SIR, 

T  is  now  grown  the  Fafhion  at  the  End 
of  every  Parliament,  and  commonly  at 
the  End  of  every  Seffion,  to    recapitu- 
late the  Proceedings   of  our   Reprefenta- 
tives  and,  as  it  were,  chew  the  Cud  of 
the   Legijlature.      This   is  ,a    Practice, 
Mr.  WAnvers,  for  which  You  have  often  quoted  the 
Authority  of  an  honourable  Gentleman,  who   wrote  a 
Jbort   Hiftory  of  the  Parliament,  in  the  Year    1 7 1 3  ; 
and,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  I  think  the   People   of  Eng- 
land have  a  Right  to  review  the  Conducl  of  Thole, 
on  whom  They  confer  fo  great  a  Trull.    But  fome  of 
your  Country  Party  have  gone  farther,  and  given  us  an 
Hlflory  of  the  present  Administration   in   two 
Parts,  as  well  as  of  the   two  laft  Parliaments,  contain- 
ing a  particular  Account  of  their  moil:  notable  Trans- 
actions, both  at  home  and  abroad,   for  thirteen   Tears 
pajl;   That  is,  from   the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1721 
to  the  prefent  Time. 

The  learned  Mrs.  Osborne  having  already  begun  a 
Critique  upon  the  laft  of  thefe  Pieces,  I  fhall  not  in- 
croach  upon  her  Province ;  nor  prefume  to  take  the 
Caftigation  of  this  Author  out  of  fo  able  an  Hand. 

But  it  being  generally  allowed  that  a  plain  Chroni- 
cle, or  Narrative  of  Fafts,  without  any  Comments,  or 

Refkcuens 
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Reflections  of  the  Author,  is  the  moft  impartial  Way  of 
writing  Hiftory  ;  (eipecially  in  fuch  divided  and  dif- 
tracled  Times  as  the  prefent ; )  it  cannot  be  improper 
to  digefl  the  principal  Tranfactions  of  thirteen  Tears 
paft  into  this  Method,  and  fubmit  them  to  the  Confi- 
deration  of  my  Countrymen,  under  the  regular  Form 
of  Annals ;  in  which  I  fhall  include  feveral  material 
Points  omitted  by  the  Author  before -mention'd,  but 
Jiighly  necefTary  to  be  known,  in  order  to  fet  the  Me- 
rits of  our  prefent,  great  Minifter  in  a  true  Light. 

I  xhufe  this  chronological  Method,  not  only  for  the 
Sake  of  Impartiality,  but  likewife,  Eminentits  Gratia  ; 
for  as  Kings  date  all  their  publick  Ac~ts  from  the  Year 
of  their  Reign,  and  our  reverend  Prelates  from  the  Year 
of  their  Confecration,  I  have  often  wonder'd  that  our 
minifterial  Vice-Roys  never  afiumed  the  fame  Style, 
and  fign'd  their  Inilruments  according  to  the  1 'ear  of 
their  Adminifi l  ration.  Eut  as  This  may  be  owing  to 
their  great  Modefty  and  Tendernefe  of  approaching 
too  near  the  Character  of  their  royal  Mafters,  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  do  Them  Juftice,  and  lhall  therefore 
proceed  in  the  following  Manner. 
Anno  pri?no, 

On  the  firft  of  April  1721,  (of  all  Days  in  the 
Year)  the  great  Man,  of  whom  I  am  now  writing, 
was  fworn  into  the  Offices  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  fir  ft  Lord  Commijfioner  if the  Treafury  ;  ha- 
ving fufficiently  merited  thoie  important  Employments 
in  the  preceding  Seffion,  by  his  great  Zeal  in  pacify- 
ing the  Refentments  of  the  People,  occafion'd  by  the 
Mismanagement  of  the  South-Sea  Scheme,  and  his  A- 
bilities  in  relieving  Them  from  their  DiftrefTes,  by 
Schemes  of  Ingraftment  and  the  Bank-Contracl. 

This  Year  a. large  Fleet  was  lent  up  the  Baltick.  The 
King  of  Sweden  was  complimented  with  a  Subfidy  of 
feventy-two  thoufand  Founds,  (  but  upon  what  Account 
does  not  appear, )  and  a  farther  Sum  of  five  hundred 

S  2  thoufand 
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thou/and  Pounds  was  granted,  to  make  good  the  Defi- 
ciencies of  his  late  Majefty's  Civil-Lift. 

The  fame  Year  is  likewife  remarkable  for  the  pri- 
vate Treaty  of  Madrid,  and  the  Letter  from  bis  late 
Majefty,  upon  which  the  Spaniards  found,  their  Claim 
to  the  Reftitutkm  of  Gibraltar. 

The  remaining  Part  of  the  Year,  was  fpent  in  pro- 
viding for  Relations ,  fecuring  a  new  Parliament,  and 
taking  other  proper  Methods  to  eibbKlh  Himfelf  in 
Power. 

Anno  zde. 

This  Year  a  moll  deteftable  Confpiracy  was  difco- 
ver*d  by  the  fingular  Dexterity  of  the  fame  Gentle- 
man,  who  produced  fuch  Evidence  of  the  Reality  of 
it,  by  Letters  intercepted  at  the  Toft-Office,  Decypbe- 
ring,  and  other  Methods,  as  gave  full  Satisfaction  to 
the  Parliament,  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench ;  for, 
upon  this  Account,  Chriftopher  Layer,  Efq;  was  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn ;  Bifhop  Atterbury  was  deprived  and 
banifh'd,  by  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  \  and  Mr. 
Kelly  and  Plunket  were  imprifon*d  in  the  Tower  du* 
ring  Life. 

The  Habeas  Corpus  A3-  likewife  was   fufpended  for 
a  whole  Year,  upon  the  fame  Account. 
Anno-  $tio. 

Little  was  done  this  Year,  befides  raifmg  Money,  con* 
turning  the  Army,  and  granting  Mr.  Wood  the  fa- 
mous Patent  for  fupplying  Ireland  with  Copper 
Half-pence. 

Anno  ^to. 

His  late  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  affure  us  from   the 
Throne,  this  Year,  that  We  had  Peace  with  all  Powers- 
abroad,  and  at  ho?ne  perfecl  Tranquility.     But  fo  defire- 
able  a  Situation  was  foon  alter'd,  as  We  fhall  fee  in  the 
next  Article. 

Anm  $to. 

This  Year  is  become  a  remarkable  Mrs.  in  our  Hi- 
ftory  by-  the  Hanover  Treaty,  which  cemented 
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lb  dole  an  Allyance  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
m  order  to  reduce  tfye  exorbitant  Power  of  the  Empe- 
ror, and  defeat  that  formidable  Conjunction  of  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid,  which  gave  our  Poli- 
ticians fuch  terrible  Apprehenfions. 
Anno  6to. 

In  Purfuance  of  the  fame  Allyance,  three  great  naval 
Armaments  were,  this  Year,  difpatch'd,  with  ever-me- 
morable Inftru&ions,  to  the  Baltick,  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Weft -Indies  ',  where  They  perform'd  fuch  won- 
derful Exploits  as  will  do  immortal  Honour  to  the 
Britijh  Name. 

Twelve  thou/and  Heffians  were,  this  Year,  taken  into 
the  Pay  of  Great  Britain,  and  continued  for  four  Years 
afterwards,  at  an  annual  Expence  of  near  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thou/and  Pounds.  A  moil  horrid  Plot  againft 
our  excellent  Mi?iifter  was  likewife  difcover'd  by  a 
Penny-Poft  Letter,  in  which  Notice  was  given  Him  of 
a  Defign  to  burn  his  Houfe  ;  but  by  his  prudent  Con- 
duct in  communicating  the  Contents  of  it  to  his  next 
door  Neighbour,  $nd  imploring  his  Protection,  the  Per- 
petration of  fo  flagitious  an  Act  was  happily  prevented. 
Anno  j mo. 

This  Year  will  be  for  ever  diftinguiuYd  in  our  An- 
nals by  the  Acceffion  of  Holland  to  the  Treaty  of 
Hanover,  under  pretty  large  Reftrictions,  as  well  as  That 
of  Sweden,  in  Confederation  of  a  Sublidy  of  fifty  thou- 
sand Pounds  per  Annum,  for  three  Tears,  and  the  glo- 
rious Allyance  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttle,  at  fo  fmall  an  Expence  to  us  as  the  Sum 
©f  one  hundred  thoufand  Pounds. 

The  Siege  of  Gibraltar  was  likewife  undertaken  this 
Year,  and  vigorously  pufh'd  on  by  the  Spaniards,  with- 
out, any  Moleftation  from  our  Fleet,  which  fuffer'd  fe- 
veral  Ships,  laden  with  Ammunition,  to  pafs  under 
the  Stern  of  our  Admiral,  and  land  them  fafely  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Siege. 

S  3  Anno 
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Anno  Sz'o. 
This  Year   was  remarkable  for  EmbaJJies,  Negotia- 
tions, and  Convention i ;  but  without   any    confiderable 
Effect. 

The  Bill  again  ft  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  E- 
leclions  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  was  this  Year 
pafs'd,  by  the  indefatigable  Endeavours  of  the  Male- 
contents. 

Anno  quo. 

We  now  eome  to  a  Year  full  of  memorable  Events? 
fuch  as  the  gallant  Behaviour  of  our  Fleet  at  Spithead, 
and  the  honourable  Treaty  of  Seville,  which  diflblved 
the  formidable  Conjunction  of  Spain  and  the  Empire? 
difpen  fed,  with  the  Quadruple  Allyance,  by  providing 
for  the  Introduction  of  Don  Carlos  into  Italy  with 
Spanifo  Troops,"  (which  have  fince  had  fuch  a  glori- 
ous Effect, )  and  paved  the  Way  for  that  happy  U- 
nion  between  France  and  Spain,  which  is  at  lail  brought 
to  full  Perfection. 

The  famous  Sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand 
Pounds  was  this  Year  granted  by  Parliament,  to  make 
good  a  Deficiency,  or  Arrear,  of  the  Civil-Lift. 

An  Officer  in  the  Englifb  Navy  was  alfo  broke  for 
audacioufly  prefuming  to  make  a  French  Ship  ftrike  to 
Him,  as  me  was  coming  into  one  of  our  Harbours.  - 

At  the  latter  End  of  this  Year,  an  Aft  of  Grace  was 
faid  to  be  drawn  up,  and  actually  laid  before  the  At- 
torney General  for  his  Opinion ;  but  the  Malcontents 
having  got  Intelligence  of  it,  before  it  was  brought  into 
the  Houie,  made  fuch  invidious  Comments  upon  it, 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  drop  it. 
Anno  \oms. 

Another  bloody  Confpiracy  againft  the  Minijler  was 
this  Year  carry'd  on  by  a  Set  of  Gentlemen,  who  met 
in  Durham-Yard,  and  had  actually  got  Witneffes  to 
prove  that  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  were  re- 
pair1 d  ;  but  this  Defign  was  likewife  prevented  by  the 
Vigour  of  Parliament,  and  the  Information  of  a  very 

hweft 
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bonefl  follow,  who  did  not  fcruple  to  perjure  Himfelf 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Caufe. 

The  fame  Year  the  Salt  Duty  was  taken  off,  upon  a 
gracious  Recommendation  from  the  Throne  ;  by  which 
the  poor  Artificers  and  Manufacturers  were  not  only  re- 
lieved, but  the  Nation  was  deliver'd  from  the  Burthen 
of  fix  hundred  Officers,  who  fwallow'd  up  great  Part  of 
the  Income,  and  were  always  ready  to  vote,  according 
to  Order. 

A  Licence  was  this  Year  granted  to  the  French,  for 
recruiting  in  Ireland,  and  feveral  Officers  were  actually 
arrived  here  for  that  Purpofe ;  but  this  Defign  was  de- 
feated by  the  unreafonable  Clamour  of  the  Country  Par- 
ty, who  reprefented  it  as  little  lefs  than  Treajon,  and 
obliged  our  Minifier  to  revoke  his  Licence,  to  the  inex- 
preffible  Concern  of  another  profound  Politician,  who 
was  at  the  Bottom  of  it. 

Anno  1  mm. 
This  Year  produced  the  lait.  Treaty  of 'Vienna,  by 
which  We  broke  off  that  clofe  Conjunction  wich  France* 
which  We  had  fo  induftrioufly  cultivated  for  fome 
Years  pail,  guaranty 'd  the  Pragmatick  Sanclion,  and  con- 
voy'd  the  Spanijh  Troops  into  Italy. 

That  Arch-Incendiary  Mr.  Richard  Francklin,  who 
had  pry'd  into  all  the  Cabinets  of  Europe,  and  given  in- 
finite Difturbance  to  a  certain  honourable  Gentleman, 
was  this  Year  convicted,  by  a  Special  Jury,  of  hav- 
ing printed  the  Hague  Letter,  and  fentenced  to  fuffer 
one  Tear's  bnprifmment,  to  pay  a  Fine  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  and  to  give  Security  of  two  thoujand  Pounds 
more  for  his  good  Behaviour  for  (even  Years. 
Anno  izmo. 
This  Year  the  Salt-Tax,  which  had  been  taken  off 
but  two  Years  before,  was  laid  on  again,  and  mortgaged 
for  three  Tears,  in  order  to  raife  500,000  /.  for  the 
current  Expences  of  the  Year.  It  was  likewife  fepa- 
rated  from  the  finking  Fund,  to  which  it  formerly  be- 
tong'd,  and  hath  been  fmce  mortgaged  for  a  Million 

more; 
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more  ;  fo  that  it  may  now  be  faid  to  be  made  perpe- 
tual. 

The  charitable  Corporation,  the  Sale  of  Lord  Der- 
toentwater>&  Eflate,  and  fome  other  Peccadilloes  of  the 
fame  Kind,  became  the  Subjects  of  Enquiry  and  Debate 
this  Seffion. 

Another  Plot  was  likewife  difcover'd  to  have  been 
carry 'd  on  by  Signior  Belloni  and  one  Mr.  On,  againft 
that  upright  Patriot  Mr.  JobncIho?npfon,  the  Warehoufe- 
keeper,  and  his  Confederates. 

Anno  13  mo. 

I  now  come  to  the  Year  1733,  which  is  branded  to 
all  Pofterity  by  the  Defeat  of  the  Excife-Bill,  and  the 
popular  Refentments  againft  the  Projeclor  of  it,  who 
was  actually  burnt  in  Effigie,  in  all  the  Market-Towns 
of  England,  and  had  other  Indignities  offer'd  to  Him, 

far  beneath  the  Dignity  of  fo  Mutinous  a  Perfonage. 

But  I  have  the  Pleafure  to  obferve  that  fome  Examples 
have  been  likewife  made  on  the  other  Side  ;  for  it  is  well 
known  that  feveral  great  Lords  and  other  Perfons  have 
been  difmifs'd  from  their  Employments,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, for  concurring  with  the  People  in  their  Oppofition 
to  that  glorious  Scheme. 

I  fhall  her^  dole  my  Annals  of  this  Gentleman  ;  for 
as  He  is  but  juft  enter'd  on  the  fourteenth  Tear  of  his 
Adminiflratwi,  I  muft  referve  the  Remainder  of  this 
Chronicle  to  another  Opportunity.  I  fhall  only  obferve 
thatHeieems,  at  prefent,  to  be  in  full  Confidence 
and  Credit  ;  and  if  He  fhould  w7ind  up  his  Bottoms 
in  a  Manner  fuitable  to  his  former  Conduct,  He  muft  be 
allow'd  to  outdo  all  the  Mi?rijlers>  that  ever  went  before 
Him.  M 


SATURDAY' 
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HAVE  been  lately-iiavour'd  with  a 
Paper,  publifh'd  in  tfuf ' Kentijb  Poji,  or 
Canterbury  News-Letter,  on  Saturday  the 
27th  si  April  laft  ;  which  is  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  Piece,  that  I  think  it  deferves 
the  Attention  of  every  Briton,  as  well  as 
the  good  People  of  Kent.  I  fhall  therefore  reprint  it  at 
large,  for^the  Edification  of  my  Countrymen  in  diffe- 
rent Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  with  fome  curfory  Remarks 
on  the  Merits  of  the  Author,  and  the  Probity  of  his  In- 
tention. 

To  ^Freemen  of  the  City  of  Canterbury, 

Gentlemen; 

"  ^H[r^  HE  Election  of  your  Reprefentatives  in  Par- 
*•  J^  liament  drawing  near,  I  beg  Leave  to  offer 
¥  fome  Things  to  your  Confideration,  which  I  hope 
"  may  be  of  Service  at  this  critical  Juncture,  where  the 
"  cooleft  Condutl  is  required ;  and  yet  (with  Concern 
"  I  fpeak  it)  the  Heat  and  ill  Temper  of  fome  among 
"  us  give  Me  too  little  Reafon  to  hope  for  any. 

**  Be  That  as  it  will,  my  Affedlion  for  my  Fellow- 
Citizens  calls  upon  Me  to  fhew  Them  the  Rock  ;  and 
if  They  fplit  upon  it>  They  can  only  blame  Them- 
felves. 

M  The  Oath  then,  that  is  to  be  taken  by  this  late 
Ac!  of  Parliament,  is  the  Milftone,  that  will  grind 
you  to  Pieces,  if  you  do  not  ward  off  the  Blow  ;  and 
furely  had  Gentlemen  confider'd  enough  the  Con- 

i(  fequences 


214        *Fhc  Craftsman.    N°4ii; 

"  feqnences-of  it,  They  would  never  have  confented 
*'  to  it. 

"  I  fpeak  as  a  Chriftian  to  chrijlian  EleBors ;  and 
"  it  puts  Me  in  Mind  of  another  Bill,  carried  on  by 
"  a  noble  Lord  of  more  Wit  than  Charity,  who  faid 
"  by  that  Bill  He  had  damn'd  one  Bart  of  the  Nation, 
st  andftarved  the  other. 

"  It  puts  an  intire  Stop  to  all  A&s  of  Charity  ; 
*'  as  for  Inftancfc^had  any  Candidate  been  inclined  to 
lt  have  paid  ofFlyour  heavy  Wbrkboufe  Debt,  it  muft 
"  have  precluded  the  Votes  of  a  great  many  Confcien- 
"  ces  truly  fcrupulous ;  and  I  queilion  much  whether 
"  thefe  Garments  lately  given  to  poor  People  and  their 
"  Children  may  not  be  conftrued  Bribery,  when  to  be 
"  fure  it  could  come  from  no  other  Defign  than 
"  cloathinz  the  Naked. 

"  But  to  the  Point,  As  the  Cafe  now  ftands,  my 
(<  Brethren,  I  do  advife  You,  as  far  as  You  can,  to 
"  fave  this  City  from  Judgments,  that  may  hang  over 
"  it  by  the  Guilt  of  Perjury ;  for  I  hear  at  prefent 
te  They  are  determined  to  fwear  the  Eletlors.  Con- 
"  ficler  how  many  poor,  inconfiderate,  drunken  Peo- 
"  pie  there  may  be,  who  will  take  rajh  Oaths  ;  and 
*'  it  is  only  in  their  Power  to  prevent  it  by  the  follow- 
"  ing  Method. 

<l  Let  the  three  Candidates  and  their  chief  friends 
"  meet  and  agree  that  no  Oath  ftiall  be  tender 'd,  (and 
"  if  They  do  agree,  I  can't  fee  who  will  offer  to  de- 
**  mand  it,  without  their  Approbation)  and  the  Buii- 
*f  nefs  is  done.  By  this  Means,  you  will  fave  the  Souls 
tf  of  many  People  from  Perdition,  and  their  Families 
*f  from  Ruin.  Confider  the  Fate  of  Dover,  who  are 
*j  now  ruining  each  other  with  Ac~lion  upon  Actions, 
<s  and  be  wife  at  other  People's  Cofts.  Should  all,  or 
'*  any  one  Candidate  refufe  to  oblige  You,  let  the  Re- 
"  fufer,  or  Refufers,  lofe  your  Favour,  and  You  will 
**  eafily  find  other  Gentlemen  of  fortunes  and  Abilities 
*J  to  fupply  their  Places.     This,  Gendemen,  I  advife 

"  You 
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You  to  from  no  other  Motive  but  a    true,  cbrijlian 
Zeal  to  prevent  the  Mifchiefs,    that  mull  enfue, 
mould  this  Oath  be  adminifter'd. 
"  One  Word  more,   Gentlemen,   and  I  have  done ; 
and  That  is,   that  I  am  glad  I  have  this  Opportuni- 
ty of  vindicating  one    of  your  Candidates  from  the 
Afperfion  thrown  upon  Him,  on  Occafron  of  a  late 
Advertifement,  viz.  that  by  That  He  openly  avows 
Bribery and  Corruption.    No;  the  very  Words 
won't  bear  it.     He  openly  and  honeftly  declares  that 
He  voted  against  the  Bill  to  prevent  Bribery 
and  Corruption.    He  thought  the  Reafons  were  fo  ob- 
vious, the  Oath  fo   terrible,  there  was  no  Need  to 
mention  either  them,  or  it ;  a  Resolution  becoming 
a  Chriftian,  tho*  perhaps  not  a  modern  Patriot. 
"  For  my    Part,  I  and  my  Family  have  voted  for 
Him  many  Years ;  and  He  hath  furely  laid  a  frefh 
Obligation  upon  Me  and  all  Hop-Planters  by  his  late 
Dilligence  and  Amduity  in  procuring  an  Acl  to  pre- 
vent all  clandeftine  Importation  of  foreign  Hops ;  and 
when  other  Gentlemen  were  fatisfy'd  with  laying 
only  a  Penalty  upon  every  Pound  of  Hops,  He  was 
refolved  to  itriice  at  the  Root,   and  got  a  Claufe   to 
have  them  burnt.     I  muft  confefs,   I  can  go   no 
where  in  Canterbury,  but  I  fee  feveral  Objefts  of  his 
Benevolence   towards    my   Fellow-Citizens;     fome 
Perfons  advanced  in  the  World  ;   others  faved  from 
Poverty,  and  even   Death.     And   furely,    my  Bre- 
thren, I  mould  be  forry  to  fee  our  City  diverted  of 
all  Help,  in  Time  of  Need,   ( for  I  am  afraid  our 
Prudence  is  not  very  great )  and  fo  far  from  the  Throne 
as  it  muft  be,  if  this  Gentleman  mould  not  reprefent 
us.     Not  that  I  believe  it  will  be  fo  ;   for  I  flatter 
myklf,  how  corrupt  foever  We  are,  We  have  not 
loft  our  Gratitude. 

'«  Thefe,  Gentle?nen,  are  my  own  Thoughts,  which 
I  was  determined  to  communicate  to  You.  If  We 
do  not  agree  in  Opinion,  I  heartily  lament  it.    If 

"  We 


2i<5       ^Craftsman,     N°  411 

*'  We  do,  We  fhall  fhew  ourfelves  People  of  Honour 
"  and  Gratitude,  and  have  the  Pleafure  of  faving  a 
*'  great  many  Souls,  and  biding  a  Multitude  of  Sim. 

I  am  your  mofi  affectionate  Brother, 

April  26,  1734.  J.  C. 

The  foregoing  Epiftle  is  written  with  fuch  an  Air  of 
thrijlian  Zeal  and  Charity,  that  the  Author  feems  de- 
firous  to  impofe  Himfelf  on  the  World  for  one  of  the 
reverend  Dignitaries  of  Canterbury ;  but  the  Charity,' 
which  He  takes  fo  much  Pains  to  inculcate,  is  much  of 
the  fame  Kind  with  That  recommended  by  Father  £>0- 
minick  in  the  Spanifh  Fryar ;  viz.  a  corrupt  Reward 
for  doing  wicked  andfcandalous  Jobs. 

The  late  Acl  againfi  Bribery  hath  given  great  and 
grievous  Offence  to  a  certain  Party  amongfl  us ;  who, 
having  forfeited  the  natural  Affections  of  the  People  by 
their  former  Conduct,  can  entertain  no  Hopes  of  re^- 
conciling  Them  to  their  Intereft  but  by  corrupt  Methods* 
*and  therefore  endeavour  to  remove  this  Obftacle  out  of 
their  Way.  It  is  indeed  the  Rock,  upon  which  They 
are  afraid  of  Splitting,  and  the  Milflonex  that  will 
grind  Them  to  Pieces. 

I  never  was  an  Advocate  for  the  Multiplication  of 
Qaths,  which  I  always  thought  to  be  a  Thing  of  dan- 
gerous Confequence  >  but  if  Swearing  was  ever  necef- 
fary  and  juftifiable,  it  is  certainly  fo  upon  this  Occaii- 
on,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  that 
great  Bulwark  of  our  Conftitution,  and  Cornerltone  of 
all  our  Liberties.  On  the  other  Hand,  what  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  to  hear  thefe  Men  preaching  againft 
the  Impoiition  of  Oaths,  who  have  already  proftituted 
them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  render  the  Neglect  of* 
them  almoil  proverbial ;  and  lately  projected  a  Scheme, 
which  would  have  render'd  the  ifrict  Oblervation  of 
them  abfolutelv  impracticable  »? 

It 
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It  might  have  been  expected  that  a  Writer,  who 
affects  fo  much  Piety  and  Regard  for  the  Souls  of  Me??, 
would  have  endeavour'd  to  divert  the  Judgments  of 
God,  which  He  feems  to  apprehend,  by  exhorting  his- 
Fellow-Citizens  in  the  moft  pathetick  Manner  to  avoid 
the  Guilt  of  Perjury,  and  give  their  Votes  freely,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  of  their  Judgment,  without  any 
corrupt  Influence.  This,  I  fay,  wbuld  have  been  more 
confiftent  with  the  Character  of  fo  CQ?ifcie?itious  a  Wri~ 
ter,  than  advifmg  Them  to  defeat  the  Intention  of  the 
Legislature,  by  obliging  their  Candidates  to  agree  that 
no  Oath  foould  be  tendered,  and  thereby  opening  a 
Door  for  Corruption,  which  is  certainly  a  Sin,  as  well 
as  Perjury  ;  efpecially  in  a  Point  of  fo  much  Confe- 
quence  as  the  Choice  of  a  free  Parliament,  and  the 
Safety  of  our  Conjfitution* 

As  to  our  Author's  Apprehensions  that  this  Law  will 
put  an  intire  Stop  to  all  ABs  of  Charity,  it  is  certain  that 
Charity  may  degenerate  into  Corruption ;  Or,  to  fpeak- 
more  properly,  Corruption  may  be  pra&iied  under  the 
Pretence  of  Charity  \  but  I  deny  that  the  Ail  was  de- 
fign'd  to  prevent  any  pub  lick  Benefatiions,  or  that  it 
can  be  juftly  conftrued  in  fuch  a  Senfe.  It  relates  only 
to  perfonal  Gratifications,  of  a  corrupt  Nature,  by  Way 
of  Bargain  and  Sale  for  Votes.  Befides,  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  how  it  comes  to  pais  that  Gentlemen 
ihoiild  have  fo  much  uncommon  Generofity  and  Bene- 
volence  juft  upon  the  Point  of  an  Election,  more  than 
at  any  other  Time.  There  are  Opportunities  enough 
for  the  moft  charitable  Chrijlians  to  open  the  Bowels 
of  their  Companion,  without  any  Danger  of  Profecu- 
tions,  or  even  the .Sufpicion  of  private  Ends  ;  and  if 
this  Gentle?nan  Himfelf  fhould  be  pioufly  diipofed  to 
jsay  the  Workhoufe  Debt  He  mentions,  to  cloath  all  the 
Naked  in  Canterbury,  or  even  to  rebuild  the  Metropoli- 
tan Church  there,  1  will  undertake  to  indemnify  Him 
from  all  the  Penalties  of  that.  Act. 

Vol.  XIL  T  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  think  it  very  politick  in  Him  to  mention 
the  Cafe  of  Dover,  where  open  Bribery  was  not  only 
added  to  notorious  Influence  of  another  Kind,  but  fo?ne 
Perfons  were  not  afhamed  to  encourage  the  People  in 
their  Corruption  and  Perjury,  by  afTuring  Them  that  all 
fuch  Offences  would  be  wiped  away  by  an  Acl  of  Grace, 
as  foon  as  the  Parliament  meets. 

Something  of  this  Kind  was  likewife  done  at  Canter- 
bury ;  for  it  appears  by  the  Paper  before  us  that  one  of 
the  Candidates  thought  fit  to  purge  Himfelf,  in  a  pub- 
lick  Advertifement,  from  the  Imputation  of  having 
voted  for  the  Bill  againjl  Bribery  and  Corruption,  and 
to  promife  his  AJfiftance  in  the  Repeal  of  it.  This  . 
Advertifement,  which  I  find  in  the  fame  Paper,  runs 
thus ;  viz. 

"Whereas  it  hath  been  reported  that  I  voted  for  a 
"  late  Bill  againjl  Bribery  and  Corruption,  which  con- 
<*  tains  an  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Electors,  ( who  have 
"  a  Right  to  vote  at  the  Election  of  Members  to  feive 
**  for  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain)  before  He  is 
**  admitted  to  poll  at  the  fame  Election  ;  I  think  my- 
"  felf  obliged  to  declare  upon  my  Honour,  that  I  voted 
"  against  the  f aid  Bill,  and  determined  ( if  1  could 
**  have  had  the  Opportunity )   to  have  aifiited   in   the 

"  Repeal  of  it 1  take   this  Occafion    to  defire 

*'  the  Freemen  to  excufe  Me  for  not  paying  my  Re- 
"  fpecb,  and  making  more  early  Application  to  Them, 
"  becaufe  I  was  obliged  to  attend  in  Parliament,  in  or- 
"  der  to  promote  a  Bill  of  great  Coniequence  to  the 
"  Hip-Planters,  for  the  Benefit  of  this  City  and  Neigh- 
'*  bourhood. 

Witnefs  my  Hand,  ' 

"  T.    H. 
The   Letter-writer  tells    us   that  this  Advertifement 
occalion'd  an  Aiberfion  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Gentle- 
man, as   if  He  openly  avozud  Bribery  and  Corruption  ; 
whereas  it  is   plain  that  He  only  openly  difavow'd  the 

Bill 
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Bill  to  prevent  them,  and  exprefs'd  his  Refolution  to 
affift  in  the  Repeal  of  it.  What  Pity  is  it  that  the 
Freemen  of  Canterbury  would  not  put  it  in  his  Power 
to  execute  a  Refolution,  J'o  becoming  a  Chriftian,  though 
perhaps  not  a  modern  Patriot  ? 

When  the  Gentleman  was  engaged  in  this  Vindica- 
tion of  Himfelf,  I  wonder  He  did  not  particularize  his 
Merits  a  little  farther  ;  for  perhaps  He  might  have  ad- 
ded, upon  his  Honour,  that  He  voted  for  the  famous 
1 15000/.  the  HeJJi 'an  Troops ,  the  ft an 'ding  Army,  the 
Revival  of  the  Salt  Duty,  the  late  Excife  Scheme,  and 
the  Vote  of  Confidence,  as  well  as  again  (l  the  Repeal  of 
the  feptennial  Aft,  the  Penfcn  Bill,  Place  Bill,  Army 
Bill,  and  other  unchriitian  Attempts  of  our  modern 
Patriots,   in  Behalf  of  Liberty. 

The  Letter-writer  concludes  with  denouncing  his 
Anathema  againft  his  Fellow- Citizens,  if  They  did  not 
chufe  this.  Gentleman  to  reprefent  Them.  Woe  unto 
Thee,  Woe  unto  Thee,  faith  He,  O  City  ^Canterbury  ! 
Divefted  jhalt  Thou  be  of  all  Help  in  Time  of  Need,  and 
the  kindly  Rays  cf  the  Throne  jhall  be  withdrazvn 
from  Thee  f 

Thus  ends  this  notable  Apology  for  Corruption ; 
which  the  pious  Mr.  J .  C.  recommends  to  all  good 
Chriitians,  as  the  only  Expedient  to  fave  a  great  many 
Souls ,  and  hide  a  Multitude  of  Sins.  A. 


T2  SATURDAY, 
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H  E  Elections  for  this  Part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain being  now  generally  over,  J  fhall 
make  fome  Observations  on  the  Courfe 
of  them,  and  leave  the  Publick  to  judge 
whether  tlie  Court-Writers  have  any 
Reafon  to  triumph  fo  much  on  their  Suc- 
re's, as  They  have  lately  done. 

X  fhall  not  enter  into  any  Examination  of  all  thofe 
various  Method?,  which  were  previowfly  taken  by  the 
Favourites  of  Power  to  iecure  the  Ele&ion  of  Them- 
felves,  their  Creatures  and  Dependents ;  fuch  as  the 
laudable  Artifices  em  ploy  \i  to  procure  returni?ig  Offi- 
cers in  Boroughs,  the  Nomination  of  proper  Sheriffs  for 
Counties,  and  fome  other  Expedients,  which  are  no  Se- 
crets to  the  World.  It  will  be  {efficient,  at  prefent,  to 
commence  our  Obfervations  from  the  Clofe  of  the  laji 
Parliament. 

The  firft  Thing  remarkable  is  the  uncommon  Expe- 
dition, and  even  Precipitation,  in  chufing  a  new  Repre- 
fentdiwe\  for  it  cannot  have  efcaped  any  Body's  No- 
tice that  the  la  ft  Parliament  was  prorogued  one  J5a-y,  a 
Proclamation  was  order'd  for  dijfolving  it  the  next,  and 
the  Writs  for  electing  a  new  one  bore  Tefte  on  the  third  ; 
fo  that  many  Gentlemen,  who  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  Them  to  attend  their  Duty  in  Town,  and  not 
fufFer  any  furreptitious  Points  to  be  carry M,  without 
bearing  their  Tellimony  againft  them,  had  not  Time 
to  vifit  their  Boroughs,  or  at  leaft  to  make  the  proper 
Application  to  their  Electors,  by  explaining  the  Rea- 
fens  of  their  Conduit,  and  the  prefent  Situation  of  Af- 
fairs, 
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fairs.  I  call  This  a  proper  Application,  in  Contradif" 
tin&ion  to  all  corrupt  Influence  ;  and  in  many  Places 
it  is  abfolutely  neceitary  ;  efpecially  at  a  Time,  when 
Multitudes  of  mercenary  Pamphlets  and  Papers  are  dif- 
perfed  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  to  poifon  the 
natural,  honed  Principles  of  the  People,  and  no  Me- 
thods are  left  unemploy'd  to  deprive  Them  of  Informa- 
tion on  the  other  Side. 

In  the  next  Place,  I  muft  obferve  that  the  Elections 
of  thofe  Places,  which  were  fufficiently  prepared  to 
chufe  their  Reprefentatives,  according  to  Direction,  hap- 
pen'd  very  luckily  to  come  on  firft ;  (for  I  will  not  fup- 
pofe  that  it  was  by  any  particular  Management)  and 
Thofe,  who  appear'd  fullen  and  out  of  Humour  at  fome 
late  Meafures,  had  Time  given  Them  to  cool  and    con- 

fult  their  true  Inter  eft '. Out   of  the  former  Clafs  I 

mull:  indeed  except  the  antient  Dukedom  ol  Cornwall 
which  was  referved,  by  the  fame  happy  Accident,  as 
an  Afylum  for  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen,  who  have  been 
excifed  out  of  their  own  Counties  and  Boroughs  by  the 
Pievifhnefs  of  the  People,  and  the  invidious  Conftructi- 
on  of   their  late  Behaviour. 

The  m'mifterial  Scribblers  feemto  be  in  high  Delight, 
upon  this  Occaiion,  and  flatter  Themfelves  that  the  Re- 
turn of  a  new  Parliament  will  intirely  filence  all  our 
Pretences  to  Popularity  \  but,  if  We  may  take  Mr.  Ra- 
pines Opinion,  there  is  no  true  Judgment  to  be  made 
of  the  Senfe  of  the  People  by  the  Choice  of  their  Repre- 
Jentatives.  Whether  this  Obfervation  will  hold  good 
in  general,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  it  is 
certainly  fo  in  a  very  great  Degree  ;  for  if  We  ccnfider 
the  particular  Members,  who  compofe  the  Body  of  a 
Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons,  We  mail  find  that  a  Majority 
of  Them  are  lent  from  Sea-port  Town?,  govern' d  by 
minifterial  Influence,  and  little  beggarly  Boroughs, 
whole  Poverty  makes  Them  an  eafy  Prey  to  the  Bait::  of 
Corruption.  Moil  of  Thefe  are  become,  in  toe  great 
a  Meafure,  the  Property  of  Men  in  GJflct  ;  and  it  g'ny 
T  3  of 
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of  Them  prefume  to  refufe  a  Recommendation 
from  their  refpe&ive  Principals,  They  are  look'd  upon 
as  a  Sort  of  Rebels,  and  mull  expect  to  be  treated  ac- 
cordingly.. It  would  be  endlefs,  and  is  almoft  impoffi- 
b!e,  to  enumerate  the  various  Kinds- of  Influence,  which 
our  Debts,  Taxes,  and  Funds  have  already  created. 
There  is  not  a.  City,  or  Corporation,  in  the  whole  uni- 
ted Kingdom,  where  this  Evil  does  not  prevail  in  a 
great  Degree  ;-  and  if  it  is  mffer'd  to  increafe  upon  us, 
as  it  hath  lately  done,  moil  of  the  Boroughs  will  be- 
come little  more  than  the  Tools  of  a  Prime-Minifter ; 
for  I  am  informed  that  it  is  lately  made  a  Rule  not  to 
admit  any  Perfon  into  the  meaner!  Employments,  un- 
less Ke  is  duly  qualify 'd  to  ferve  his  King  and  Country 
with  a  Vote  for  Members  of  Parliament ',  and  it  is  cur- 
rently reported  that  the  Election  of  one  Borough,  where 
there  happens  to  be  a  great  Number  of  Bargemen,  was 
absolutely  carry 'd  by  granting  Them  Protections  from 
the  late  Lnprefs.  I  cannot  hy  whether  the  fame  Indul- 
gences have  been  difpenfed  in  any  other  Places  ;  but  it 
h  certainly  a  Precedent,  which  will  admit  of  great  Im- 
provements, and  I  leave  it  to  the  Confideration  of  our 
Connoifeurs  in  Ekftions,  whether  it  might  not  be  of 
Ufa,  at  thefeTimef,  to  iffue  out  large  Numbers  of  Prefs 
Warrants,  m  order  to  alarm  the  Sea-faring  Part  of  the 
Nation,  and  oblige  Them  to  commute,  by  lerving  their 
Country  at  home,  inftead  of  abroad. 

iris  therefore  poffible  that  the •minifterial  Writers 
may  have  feme  Reafon  to  exult  on  their  Succefs  in  the 
Boroi'.gh-E  left  ions-,  for,  considering  how  the  Cafe  is, 
I  ass  rather  inclined  to  wonder  that  the  Country  Party 
have  been  able  to  make  any  Stand  at  all  in  thofe  Places ; 
but  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  differ  fife  thefe.  Gentlemen, 
if  1  hzy  produce  fuch  Inftances  as  any  Proof  that  the 
Sen  e  of  the  People  is  on  their  Side.  This  is  to  be  ken 
heit  in  the  E]e~mens  fhr  Knights  -of  the  Shire  \  for  tho* 
iheie  is  not  one  County  in  England,  where  the  lame 
tmn.ficrlal  Influence  does  not  prevail  in  feme  Degree, 
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(and  in  feveral,  it  prevails  to  a  very  high  Degree)  yet 
as  the  Body  of  the  Inhabitants,  in  every  Shire,  is  ge- 
nerally aflembled  upon  thefe  Occafions,  We  may  ealily 
judge  from  the  Voice  of  the  People  what  are  the  genuine 
Sentiments  of  the  People  ;  and.  if  thole  modefi  Writers, 
who  boaft  Jfo  much  of  their  Succefs,  will  be  pleated  to 
look  over  the  Lift  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  I  believe 
They  will  find  at  leait  Three  to  One  chofen  again!! 
Them.  I  might  add  that  thefe  Gentlemen,  having 
large  Properties  in  their  refpective  Counties,  are  able 
to  purchafe  four  Times  the  Number  of  Tbofe,  who  are 
generally  returned  from  the  little  Boroughs  ;  many  of 
Them  have  been  chofen  without  any  Oppofition,  and 
fome  of  Them  in  Counties,  where  thefe  petty  Corpora- 
tions abound  moft. 

I  mull  particularly  mention  the  late  Election  for  the 
County  of  Kent,  which  was  carry'd  by  a  very  great, 
and  almofr.  incredible  Majority,  when  We  confider  the 
prodigious  Influence  on  the  other  Side  ;  viz.  three  Docks, 
two  Epifcopal  Sees,  and  four  Cinque  Ports,  befides  that 
infinite  Multitude  of  Revenue  Officers,  who  fwarm 
round  the  whole  Coaft,  and  hold  all  the  lower  Sort  of 
People  in  Dependence. 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to 
collect  the  Senfe  of  the  People  from  the  Borough  Electi- 
ons ;  for  if  the  Cnfto?n-Houfe,  the  Excife-Office  and  the 
three  great  Companies  were  each  of  Them  allow'd  to 
fend  two  Reprefe?itatives  to  Parliament,  the  fniniflerial 
Writers  might  argue  with  as  much  Reafon  that  thefe 
Elections  would  determine  the  Senfe  of  the  City  of 
London. 

I  know  They  will  alledge  that  all  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  are  upon  a  Foot  of  Equality,  and 
therefore  They  are  lure  oi  a  Majority.  For  the  Sale 
of  England,  I  wifli  They  may  find  Themfelves  mis- 
taken ;  but  I  hope  the  Court-Writers  will  be  fb  r.ic- 
delt,  for  the  future,  as  not  to  infift  on  the  general 
Senfe  of  the  People  ;  nor  to  fay  thai  every  Body,  except 

the 
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the  Craftfman,  hath  done  with  the  Excise  ;  for  the 
late  Elections  are  fufficient  to  convince  Them  that  it  13 
neither  forgot  nor  forgiven  by  the  "Body  of  the  Nation, 
who  have  hollow'd  it  down  in  fuch  a  Manner  through 
the  whole  Kingdom,  that  a  Minifter  mull:  be  very  des- 
perate, or  very  arbitrary,  who  will  ever  venture  to 
attempt  it  again. 

Indeed  thofe  Perfons,  who  have  dared  to  violate  lb 
Uriel  and  folemn  an  Act  as  That  againft  Bribery  and 
Corruption,  may  be  juftly  thought  capable  of  any  Thing; 
and  that  there  are  fuch  Men  amongft  us,  the  late  Elec- 
_  tions  give  us  too  melancholy  a  Proof.  Some  have  had 
the  profligate  AfTurance  to  offer  their  Bribes  pubiickly 
at  Market-Croffes,  in  open  Defyance  of  that  Law,  and 
to  promife  the  poor  deluded  People  that  all  Profecu- 
tions  upon  it  will  be  ftopt  by  an  Aft  of  Grace',  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay  ;  Gentlemen,  if  you  are  not  a- 
fraid  of  the  Penalties  of  Corruption  and  Perjury  in 
another  World,  you  may  defend  upon  Indemnity  here. 
Others  have  been  fo  model!  as  to  content  Themfelves 
with  condemning  that  Aft,  and  exprefung  their  ho- 
nourable Resolution  to  ajjiji  in  the  Repeal  of  it,  if  They 
Jhould  ever  have  an  Opportunity.  But  We  may  Mdy 
rely  on  his  Majeny's  Goodnefs,  that  He  will  fcorn  to 
pardon  fo  flagitious  a  Crime  as  Corruption,  back'd 
with  Perjury,  and  We  have  Reafon  to  hope  that  our 
Reprefentatives  will  never  repeal  the  only  Law,  which 
can  fecure  the  Freedom  of  E  left  ions ;  for  no  twith  (land- 
ing all  the  vile  Artifices,  which  have  been  put  in  Prac- 
tice to  defeat  it,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  hath  al- 
ready had  fome  Effect,  and  will  certainly  have  a  great 
deal  more,  if  it  is  put  vigoroufly  in  Execution  againil  . 
the  Corrupt  or  s  and  the  Corrupted.  I  am  inform'd  that 
there  is  Evidence  attually  in  Hand,  fufficient  to  make 
fome  Examples  of  both  ;  and  if  Thofe,  who  are  thus 
arm'd,  mould  be  prevail'd  on  to  fcreen  fuch  Delinquents, 
They  will  draw  great  Part  of  the  Guilt  on  Themlelves, 

and 
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and  forfeit  all  Right  to  the  Favour  of  their  hoiiefi  Coun- 
trymen for  the  future. 

But  as  the  Obfervance  of  this  Ac!  hath  already  been 
of  great  Service  to  fome  Gentlemen,  and  the  Viola- 
tion of  it  hath  deprived  others  of  their  natural  Right, 
I  hope  They  will  both  unite  in  bringing  the  Offen- 
ders againft  it  to  condign  Puniihment.  One  or  two 
Convictions  in  Wejlminfter-Hall  would  create  fuch  a 
Precedent,  as  might  eftablifh  this  excellent  Lazu  for 
ever,  and  deter  the  moil  harden'd  Agents  cf  Corruption 
from  attempting  to  break  through  it  again. 

Having  made  thefe  Remarks  on  the  Courfe  of  the 
Elections,  I  cannot  conclude  without  taking  fome  No- 
tice of  thofe  Practices,  which  too  often  fucceed  the 
Choice  of  a  new  Parliament ;  I  mean  what  is  com- 
monly,  though  fomewhat  improperly,  call'd  Weed- 
ing the  Houfe ;  for  if  We  examine  the  Conduct  of  our 
political  Gardiners,  upon  thefe  Occafions,  W7e  mall  find 
that  They  frequently  root  up  the  Flowers,  and  plant 
the  rankeft  Weeds  in  their  Room.  Menaces,  of  this 
Kind,  have  been  already  thrown  out  very  liberally 
againft  feveral  Members,  who  are  chofen  on  the  Coun- 
try Inter ejl ;  and,  if  I  am  not  miiinform'd,  feme  of  • 
our  molt  noted  Borough-Jobbers  actually  retain'd  Coun- 
cil, before  the  Elections  began,  to  defend  thefe  laudable 
Practices ;  fo  that  Thofe,  who  are  fhut  out  of  the  Houfe 
at  the  Fore-Door,  may  have  a  Back-Door  open'd  to 
Them,  and  prefs  Themfelves,  as  it  were,  into  the  Ser- 
vice of  their  Country. 

The  Freedom  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  depends  fo 
much  on  the  Freedom  cf  Elections,  that  a  Committee  is 
always  appointed  for  that  Purpoie,  at  the  Beginning  of 
every  Parliament;  and  without  fome  Regulation  of  that 
Kind,  the  Houfe  might  be  fi'li'd  with  Members  .  ille- 
gally return'd ;  but  this  Provifion,  like  all  others,  is  lia- 
ble to  very  great  Abufes,  and  there  have  been  fo  many 
Contefts  about  the  Right  of  Voting,  and  the  Conduct 
of  returning  Officers,  that  it  affords   a  Pretence  for  a 
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Multitude  of  Petitions  i  which  puts  it  in  the  Power  of 
a  Minifter,  who  may  gain  an  abfolute  Afcendency^  m 
that  Place,  to  nominate  the  fitting  Members,  and  there-* 
by  model  the  Houie  to  his  own  Purposes. 

Such  Practices  as  thefe  have  occafion'd  great  Com- 
plaints in  former  Times ;  and,  if  We  may  give  Cre- 
dit to  fome  Papers  lately  publifrYd,  or  the  confident 
Difcourfes  of  a  certain  Set  of  Men,  there  feems  to  be  a 
Defign  of  reviving  them  at  prefent ;  for  We  have  been 
given  to  underftand  that  the  Right  of  bonourary  Free- 
men is  to  be  fet  afi.de,  wherever  their  Votes  have 
ferved  the  Country  Party;  particularly  in  the  Bo- 
roughs of  St.  Albarh,  Southampton  and  Northampton, 
At  the  fame  Time,  fome  nice  Diftinclion,  perhaps,  will 
be  found  out  to  eftablifh  it  in  other  Places,  where  it 
ha^h  been  made  fubfervient  to  the  oppofite  Interefi ;  es- 
pecially at  Maiden  and  Liverpoole ;  where  it  is  noto- 
rious that  the  Returns  have  been  abfolutely  founded  on 
the  Votes  of  bonourary  Freemen,  made  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  The  Cafe  of  Liverpoole  is  particularly  remark- 
able ',  there  having  been  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  of  thefe 
occafional  Tools  made  within  two  or  three  Years  pair, 
compofed  of  Cufiom-houfe,  Excij'e  and  Salt-Officers,  mi- 
litary Gentlemen,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  unprefer'd 
Clergymen,  and  venal  Dependents  of  every  Sort,  col- 
lected from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

This,  I  fay,  is  ,what  the  Creatures  of  Power  have 
had  the  Infolence  to  threaten ;  but  I  hope  both  They 
and  their  Mafter  will  be  deceived  in  their  fond  Imagi- 
nations, and  that  the  Gentlemen  elected  for  the  enfu- 
ing  Parliament  will  not  fufter  Themlelves  rx>  be  made, 
the  Tools  of  any  defperate  Minifter,  but  form  all  their 
Refolutions,  both  of  a  publick  and  private  Nature,  by 
the  ftricteft  Rules  of  Honour  and  jultice.  D. 


SATURDAY, 
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O  venalis  Civitas !  jam  jam  perituray  Ji  Empiorem 
inveneris  I 


HERE  cannot  be  a  more  certain  Symp- 
tom of  approaching  Ruin  to  any  Coun- 
try, than  the  Manifeftation  of  a  general 
Difregard  to  publick  Virtue.  An  open 
Avowal  of  fuch  Principles  as  tend  to  the 
Deftruclion  of  Society,  or  a  Contempt 
of  thofe  Virtues,  which  are  its  Strength  and  Ornament, 
at  firll  only  fir  ike  us  with  Horror  and  Indignation  for 
the  particular  Perfons,  who  betray  fuch  wretched  Sen- 
timents. But  when  We  reflecl  a  little  farther,  they  fill 
us  with  melancholy  Apprehenfions ;  becaufe  they  plain- 
ly prove  a  Degree  of  Corruption  among  ourfelves  beyond 
what  We  fhouid  at  firft  conceive.  In  a  Country,  where 
the  Government  is  pure,  and  the  Manners  of  the  People 
untainted,  the  Judgment  of  Mankind  ever  runs  fo  ftrong- 
ly  to  condemn  the  Profeiibrs  of  thefe  bale  Opinions,  that 
They  dare  not  venture  to  produce  them  to  the  World  ; 
and  as  nothing  but  Honour  and  Principle  will  induce  a 
Man  to  leave  the  falhionable  Way  of  Thinking,  to 
which  fo  many  Advantages  and  Conveniencies  are  al- 
ways annex'd,  it  is  evident  that  thofe  Men,  who  are 
deliitute  of  both,  muft  be  fenfible  that  They  think  with 
the  Majority,  before  They  openly  declare  their  Senti- 
ments. 

But  when, once  the  Balk  of  the  People  are  thus  vitia- 
ted, there  is  no  Mifchief,  however  remote  it  may  feem 

to 
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to  lie  from  us,  that  is  not  actually  at  the  Door  ;  and  the 
Change  from  Liberty  to  Slavery,  from  Plenty  to  general 
Diftrefs,  is  often  fb  precipitate  in  Countries  thus  cor- 
rupted, that  the  fame  Men,  who  have  enjoyed  the  Bene- 
fits of  the  pureft  Conflitution  at  the  Beginning  of  their 
Lives,  have  lived  not  only  to  fee  the  Introduction,  but 
to  groan  under  the  Burthen  of  the  molt  fevere  Ty- 
ranny. 

The  Limitations  of  a  Monarchy,  the  Regulations  of 
a  State,  or  what  We  call  a  valuable  Conflitution,  are 
juftly  to  be  regarded  and  efteem'd ;  but  no  otherwlfe 
than  as  they  naturally  produce  a  good  Effect  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  which  are  always  influenced  by 
the  Government,  under  which  They  live.  A  good 
Conflitution  is  a  downright  Farce  with  a  corrupt e'd  People. 
Every  good  Law  made  in  it  is  perverted,  or  at  lealr,  is 
never  to  be  put  in  Execution ;  and,  in  fhort,  a  Solon,  a 
Lycurgui,  or  a  Mojes,  would  never  be  able  to  form  a 
Government,  fo  as  to  render  a  People  happy,  unlefs  their 
Minds  were  generally  prepared  to  am  ft  in  the  Admini- 
flration  of  it.  Though  our  Conflitution  therefore,  mo- 
dell'd  and  limited  as  it  is  at  preient,  may  bejuitly 
rank'd  among  the  belt,  that  the  World  has  produced, 
it  is  Hill  no  fufficient  Security  to  us ;  for  the  People  are 
degenerated  fo  far,  that  They  arefcarce  able,  or  willing 
to  preferve  it. 

I  think  I  am  fumciently  juftifled  in  this  Opinion,  by 
the   Numbers  of  Thofe,  who  continually  harangue  in 
publick  Companies,    in  order  to  depreciate  Virtue,  to  * 
banifn  thofe  glorious  Principles  from  among  us,  which  * 
have  hitherto  preierved  us  free,  and  to  turn  into  Ridicule 
all  Thofe,    who  rationally  and  nobly  efpoufe  the  Caufe  - 
of  Liberty. 

If  an  ambitious  Prince,  or  a  corrupt  Minifter,  fhould 
endeavour  to  eitablifh  an  abibiute  Authority  in  this 
Kingdom,  the  furc-ft  and  fafeft  Method  He  could  purfue 
would  be  This  of  tainting  the  Minds  and  Manners  of 
the  Nation,     Tta  Confutation,   (That  if,  the  outward 
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Form  of  it  might  be  preierved  ;  but  the  EiTence  of  it 
might  be  at  the  fame  Time  exhaufted,  and  the  real  Ad- 
vantages of  it  as  totally  deftroy'd  by  thefe  Means,  as 
by  the  moft  open  Violence,  and  glaring  Acts  of  Ty- 
ranny. We  ought  not  therefore  always  to  fit  contented, 
we  fee  no  manifeft  Deviation  from  the  Letter  of  the 
Law,  from  the  legal  Limits  of  our  Monarchy  ;  for  our 
Bufmefs  is  rather  to  fecure  the  real  Benefits  than  the  no- 
minal Reftrictions  of  our  Conftitutiom 

The  Forms  of  Liberty  were  long  preferved  in  the 
Roman  Government,  after  the  moft  intolerable  Tyranny- 
had  ufurp'd  its  Seat ;  and  we  are  told  that  under  Tibe- 
rius, one  of  their  moft  execrable  Emperors,  the  Free- 
dom of  the  People  was  ftill  in  outward  Shew  prefer- 
\7ed.  The  Senate  was  ftill  employ \i  in  managing  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Publick.  Their  Money  was,  for  many- 
Ages  afrer  coin'd,  by  their  Authority,  as  the  A-iarks  up- 
on it  teftify  to  this  Hour ;  and  every  other  publick  Affair 
received  their  Sanction ;  yet,  at  the  fame  Time,  we 
know  the  moft  {hocking  Barbarities  were  exercifed  by 
the  Emperors ;  who,  while  their  Actions  met  with  no 
fignifxant  Oppofition,  were  well  fatis.ned  that  the 
People  would  ftill  flatter  themfelves  with  the  empty 
Shew  of  Power. 

If  Men  would  apply  Tnemfelves  more  than  They 
generally  do  to  the  reading  of  ancient  Hiftorv,  They 
would  juftly  be  alarm'd  at  our  prefent  Circum fian- 
ces ;  and  I  think,  there  is  no  Man,  how  prejudiced  fb- 
ever,  who  would  not  be  convinced,  upon  a  careful  Ex- 
amination-into  the  particular  State  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
under  the  Emperor,  who  has  been  lately  mention'd,  that 
the  Condition  of  our  own  Country  is  too  much  like  it  at 
prefent.  The  Manners  of  the  People  were  corrupted  in 
the  fame  Proportion  ;  with  this  Difference,  indeed,  to 
our  Advantage  ;  that  We  are  reduced  to  fuch  a  Condi- 
tion, under  a  worthy  and  gracious  Prince,  who  c'if- 
dains  toufe  his  Power;  while  Thev  were  unfortunately 
governed  by  One,    who  endeavour  d   to  increafe  that 

Vol.    XII.  I  Corruption, 


230         &  Craftsman.    N°  413. 

Corruption,  and  made  no  Scruple  to  employ  it  fully  to 
the  Gratification  of  his  own  brutal  Paffions. 

But  what  a  miierable  Change  mould  We  foon  feel, 
if  fome  fucceeding  Prince  fhould  arife,  with  different 
Principles  ?  Or,  not  to  carry  the  Point  fo  far,  what 
would  the  Fate  of  this  Nation  be,  if  fome  fecond 
Sejanus,  fome  infamous  Miniftcr  of  State,  mould  be  un- 
fortunately advanced  ?  Without  fuppofing,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  the  Concurrence  of  an  evil  Temper  in  the  Prince, 
a  weak  and  eafy  Difpofition  would  work  the  fame  Ef- 
fect. Both  of  thefe  might  happen,  and  erne  of  them 
from  the  natural  VichTitude  of  Things  may  be  ex- 
pected. 

If  a  Minifter  fhould  be  exalted  here,  with  a  Difpofition 
to  mind  nothing  "but  the  Increafe  of  his  private  fortune, 
and  confequently  aim  at  nothing  fo  much  as  to  continue 
Himfelf  in  his  Employment,  tho'  the  Means  were  ever 
fo  flagitious  j  without  taxing  Him  with  the  other  bad 
Qualities  of  that  Roman  Favourite,  our  Ruin  would 
follow  as  certainly  from  Him,  as  it  could  from  any- 
other.  If  He  fmgly  fet  about  this  Work,  by  playing 
our  own  Corruption  upon  us,  by  reducing  all  the  Cor- 
porations into  a  venal  Habit,  by  bellowing  only  upon 
fuch  as  were  qualified  to  eleci  Members  of  Parliament 
the  inferior  Employments,  and  afterwards  by  confining 
the  larger  and  more  lucrative  to  the  Parliament,  thus 
chofen,  and  to  fuch  of  its  Members,  as  would  accept 
them  upon  the  bafe  Tenure  of  doing  all  his  Drudgery  ; 
if  This  mould  ever  happen,  the  Increafe  of  our  Corrupti- 
on muft  eaiily  be  foreleen,  and  we  may  readily  deter- 
mine that  nothing  could  follow  from  it,  but  a  total 
and  voluntary  Conceffion  of  the  publick  Liberty  to 
the  very  firfi:  Prince,  who  mould  mew  a  Deiire  for  it, 

I  fhall  not  infinuate  that  any  Minifter,  now  in  Power 
among  us,  hath  betray \i  a  Difpofition  of  this  Kind, 
or  endeavour'd  to  fupport  his  Administration  by  thefe 
deflructive  Meafures.  Such  Animadverfions  are  more 
proper  to  be  made  by  every  Mans  private  Reflections 
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than  by  a  publick  Pen.  I  mean  only  to  fhew  how 
dangerous  and  defperate  our  Condition  muft  be,  if  fuch 
a  Genius  mould  ever  arife  in  this  Kingdom. 

I  think  our  Labours  for  the  publick  Service  are  well 
juflifyM  by  this  fhort  State  of  our  Cafe  i  and  yet  we 
are  daily  treated  as  Promoters  of  Sedition,  and  publick 
Incendiaries,  for  endeavouring  to  ftem  tie  Torrent  of 
that  general  Corruption,  which  every  Man  of  all  Par- 
ties acknowledges  in  private  Converfation.  Surely  We 
may  venture  to  give  our  Senfe  of  the  dangerous  Con- 
ferences of  an  Evil,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  every 
Country,  that  has  been  yet  invaded  by  it;  and,  in  Thi?, 
we  ac~t  with  the  fame  Zeal  to  the  Prince  and  to  the 
People ,  for  however  weak  Men  have  been  flattefd 
with  the  Temptations  of  abiblute  Authority,  it  is  e- 
qually  dangerous  to  the  Perfons,  who  poffeis  it,  as  to 
Thoie,  who   feel  its  Burthen. 

When  We  expole  to  the  People  the  ill  Eifecls,  that 
muil  refuk  from  a  mercenary  Choice  of  their  Reprefcn- 
iatiz'es,  We  are  pointed  out  as  endeavouring  to  dcflroy 
in  Them  all  Reverence  for  Parliaments ;  and  They 
are  told  that  by  thefe  Means  we  manifeilly  difcover  an 
Intention  to  undermine  the  very  Fundamentals  of  the 
Conftitution.  When  We  argue  againit  Corruption,  and 
againll  a  ininifterial  Dependence,  we  are  fet  forth  as 
Men  intending  todeilroy  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
When  we  bring  Initances  of  arbitrary  Power,  and  the 
fevereft  Tyranny  introduced  by  Methods  of  Govern- 
ment, which  have  commonly  been  preceded  by  fome 
of  the  Circumitances  we  unhappily  labour  under  at 
prefent,  then  We  are  treated  as  Men  aiming  to  def- 
troy  Monarchy,  and  pave  the  Way  to  a  Republican 
Conftitution ;  or,  perhaps,  with  the  ufual  Confiftency, 
which  we  meet  writh  in  the  Writings  and  Difcourfes  of 
our  Adverfaries,  pronounced  to  be,  in  the  fame  Breath, 
fecret  Abettors  of  the  Pretender's  Caufe. 

But  we  lhall  ilill  puriue  our  Purpole,  without  any 
Regard  to  theie  mercenary  Tools  of  Power,  who  on  their 
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Side  will  never  carry  any  other  Point  than  That,  which 
is  probably  the  only  real  one  They  have  in  View ;  I 
mean  the  filthy  Hire,  for  which  They  babble.  We 
refer  our  Actions  and  Conduct  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Publick ;  before  which  Tribunal,  neither  They,  nor 
their  Mafier,  will  ever  care  to  trull  Themfelves.  We 
kive  it  there  to  be  determined,  who  bell:  ferves  the 
Pretender ;  They,  who  endeavour  to  raile  a  juft  Senle 
of  Liberty  and  Virtue  in  the  Publick  ',  They,  who  ex- 
ert all  their  Endeavours  to  fix  thofe  Sentiments,  which 
rnuit  naturally  produce  Plenty,  Happinefs  and  Quiet 
in  the  State  ;  or  Thofe,  who  would  insinuate  fuch 
Frinciple?,  as  mull  dellroy  the  Profperity  and  Freedom 
of  the  People,  upon  which  it  is  plain  to  a  Demon- 
ftratidn  that  the  Quiet  of  the  Nation  does  depend  ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  expected,  (I  am  fure  it  is  not  to  be 
hoped  )  that  fo  brave  a  People  would  tamely  part  with 
thefe  invaluable  Bleffings ;  and,  in  fuch  a  Con  tell,  if 
in  any,  that  Per/on  can  only  hope  for  Succefc. 

Who  take  the  mod  probable  Methods  to  introduce  a 
Republican  Government  ?  Are  They  the  Men,  who  de- 
clare againii  every  Innovation  ?  They,  who  eternally 
argue  in  Defence  of  the  antient  Cenjututkn,  and  direct 
their  Labours  to  no  other  End  than  to  prelerve  it  in 
its  Purity  ?  Or  rather  are  not  Thofe  the  greateil  Ene- 
mies to  Monarchy,  who  would  fupport  it  by  Corrup- 
tion, and  by  thofe  Means,  which  every  difcerning  Man 
mull  plainly  fee  would  quickly  render  it  abfolute  ?  I 
know  no  one  fo  much  a  Republican,  as  not  to  be  con- 
tented with  a  Liberty,  feeured,  protected  and  main- 
tain'd,  as  it  may  be,  by  our  monarchical  Conftitution, 
limited  as  it  is,  and  preserved  in  Chaflity.  But  then, 
I  know  few  fo  litde  difpofed  to  the  Commonzuealtb 
Principle,  as  not  to  prefer  that  Kind  of  Government 
to  abfolute  Power.  He  therefore,  who  aims  at  more 
than  is  confiitent  with  Liberty  in  this  Kingdom,  for- 
ces the  Modeity  of  the  People,  and  will  drive  Them 

from 
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from  a  Principle  of  felf-Prefervation  to  efpoufe  thofe  O- 
pinions,  which  nothing  elfe  can  even  difpofe  Them  to 
entertain. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown.  The  Prerogative,  as  far  as  it  is  confident  with 
that  Liberty,  which  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  call  the  grand 
Fundamental  of  this  Conflitution,  is  as  dear  to  every 
Man  as  his  private  Property  ;  becaufe  his  private  Pro- 
perty depends  upon  the  Conflitution,  of  which  That 
alfb  is  a  Part.  But  if  thefe  Tray  tors  to  the  Prince  and 
Country  mould  endeavour  to  raife  the  Power  of  tbt 
Crown  by  artful  Means  and  Ways,  unthought  of  by 
our  Anceftors,  and  confequently  not  guarded  againft  by 
Them,  I  mould  be  glad  to  be  inform'd  how  Jucb  a 
Power  once  attain'd  could  be  diminihYd,  but  by  a  Di- 
minution of  the  Prerogative  1  and  I  would  ask,  m 
fuch  a  Cafe,  in  fuch  a  Conteft  between  Liberty  and 
Prerogative,  what  Man  would  fcruple  to  pare  the  one, 
before  he  would  fubmit  to  lofe  the  other  ? 

To  perfuade  the  People  that  we  endeavour  to  de~ 
£roy  their  Veneration  for  Parliaments,  is  an  Iniinu- 
ation  as  weak  as  the  Attempt  would  be  vain.  They 
are  univerfally  fenfible  that  Liberty  can  never  be  pre- 
fer ved  but  by  a  Reprefentative  from  among  Them/elves ; 
and  tho'  their  Indignation  and  Apprehenflons  might 
naturally  lead  Them  to  fpurn  at  fuch  a  one  as  may  be 
hereafter  made,  by  Treafury  Mandates,  and  a  Conge 
tP  EUrefrom  a  corrupt  Minifier  ;  though  They  might, 
and  certainly  would,  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  Mimick 
only  of  a  real  Parliament ;  an  Affembly,  compofed  of 
the  Dregs  of  the  People,  the  mean  Tools  of  Power,  the 
Clerks  of  Offices,  and  the  Collectors  of  the  publick 
Taxes-,  and  though  They  would  certainly  grumble  to 
fee  their  Properties  difpofed  of  by  Thofc,  who  had 
none  of  their  own  ;  yet  their  Refentment  againft  filth 
a  mercenany  Pack  would  only  aim  to  overturn  that  par- 
ticular Power ;  and  They  would   then   immediately  ie- 
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fort  to  fuch  Meafures  as  would  fecure  a  free  and  un- 
bia  Vd  Election  of  a  legal  Parliament ;  without  which 
this  Kingdom,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  will  never  long 
bear  to  be  govern'd.  This  is  the  Reprefentation  We  al- 
ways recommend,  and  one,  in  which  the  Nation  will 
confide. But  if  any  Thing  could  deitroy  the  Re- 
verence due  to  Parliamentary  Jurifdicnon,  the  corrupt 
Influence  contended  for  by  theie  Wretches  would  ef- 
fwfl:  it. 

We  fhall  confume  no  more  of  our  Time  in  Animad- 
verfions  upon  the  Infamy  of  thefe  Men.  They  are  no 
farther  worth  our  Notice,  than  as  their  Numbers  teftify 
the  Depravity  of  the  Times.  We  ought  therefore  to  be 
more  alarm'd  than  we  generally  are.  We  ought  every 
one  of  us,  who  have  not  bow'd  our  Knees  to  Baal,  who 
have  not  been  yet  infefted,  to  endeavour  in  our  diffe- 
rent Capacities  tS  ftem  the  Torrent,  now  breaking  in 
upon  us.  Some  may,  by  the  Stations  They  are  placed 
in,  be  able  to  be  more  eminently  fervfceable  by  a  vir- 
tuous Example.  Others  may  have  Opportunities  and 
Talents  to  perfuade,  or  confirm  their  Fellow-Subje&s 
in  the  noble  Principles  of  publick  Virtue.  But  the 
meaneil  of  us  all  hath  it  in  his  Power  to  preferve  one 
Man  ;  nor  can  any  private  Neceffity  juftify  a  Crime  a- 
gainft  the  Publick  ;  for  we  ought  ail  to  underftand  that 
the  moil  important  Duty  and  Eufinefs  of  our  lives  is 
to  promote  the  general  Welfare  of  Mankind.  R. 


SATURDAY, 
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HEN  I  complain'd  of  a  general  Corrup- 
tion, in  my  laft  Paper,  the  Invective  was 
plainly  levell'd  againft  the  meaner!  of  the 
Populace,  whole  vicious  Habits  expofe 
Them  to  Corruption ,  and  ibme  Othess  in 
a  much  higher  Sphere,  who  have  brought 
Themfelves  under  the  Neceffity  of  fubfifting  upon  that 
wretched  Expedient ;  for  I  had  before  acknowledged 
that  the  middling  Sort  of  People  had  preferved  Them- 
felves untainted,  as  appears  by  the  County.  Eleclions ;  and 
I  may, add  thofe  of  the  great  Cities,  and  rich  trading 
Corporations,  who  have  generally  exerted  Themfelves 
in  the  Cau  ie  of  Liberty,  and  co-operated  with  the  in- 
dependent Part  of  their  Countrymen  in  the  Choice  of  a 
free  Parliament. 

In  my  former  Paper  upon  this  Subject,  I  took  parti- 
cular Notice  of  the  Kentijb  Election,  which  was  carry'd 
by  fuch  a  Majority  as  was  never  known  in  the  Memory 
of  Man,  againit  the  Weight  of  the  Docks,  Cinque  Ports 
and  other  Influence,  eccjeftaftical,  civil  and  military^ 
which  hath  uflvally  turn'd  the  Ballance  there,  on  the 
Side  of  the  Court. 

Nor  hath  this  Spirit  difcover'd  itfelf  in  the  County 
only,  but  like  wife  in  two  of  the  rich  eft  and  free  ft  Cor- 
porations ;  I  mean  the  City  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Bo- 
rough of  Maidftone,  who  have  each  of  Them  retum'd 
two  Members  in  the  Country  Inter  eft,  though  the  Church 
hath  a  very  great  Influence  in  one  of  them,  and  Chatham 
Dock  in  the  other.  The  fame  Difpofition  manifefted  it- 
ielf  in  the  City  of  Rochefter,  upon  feveral  Occaiions ; 
but  their  Dependence  is  fowell  known,  efpecially  under 

our 
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our  prefent  Circum  fiances,  that  nobody  can  wonder  to 
fee  the  other  Intereft  prevail. 

I  lhall  fay  nothing  of  New  Romney,  which  is  certainly 
the  moft  independent  of  all  the  Cinque  Ports,  till  the 
Difpute  about  the  Election  of  a  Mayor,  the.  Right  of 
feveral  Voters,  and  confequently  the  Legality  of  the 
Return,  are  determined  by  the  proper  Judges.  All  the 
other  Boroughs  in  Kent  are  under  fuch  notorious  In- 
fluence,   that  they  do  not  require  any  Animadverfion. 

I  cannot  quit  this  County,  without  lamenting  the  Lofs 
of  that  *  noble  Patriot,  who  hath  been  lately  fnatch'd 
from  us,  juft  after  He  had  received  the  higher!  Honour, 
which  his  Country  could  bellow  upon  Him,  in  full 
Confidence  from  his  former  Conduct  that  He  would 
have  continued  to  exert  the  moll  upright  and.publick- 
fpirited  Zeal,  in  Defence  of  our  antient  Conftitution. 
1  But  We  hope  this  great  Lofs  to  the  Publick  will 
be  repair'd,  as  far  as  fuch  LoiTes  will  admit  of  Repara- 
tion, by  that  -j-  worthy  Gentleman,  who  hath  been  late- 
ly nominated  as  a  Candidate  to  fucceed  Him  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  whofe  excellent  Character  hath  engaged  the 
Affections  of  his  Countrymen  fo  warmly  in  his  Intereft, 
that  it  is  generally  thought  He  will  be  chofen  without 
any  Opposition. 

The  Election  for  the  County  of 'Southampton,  where 
the  fame  Kind  of  Influence  prevails  to  a  very  great  De- 
gree, is  another  Inftance  of  the  Senfe  of  the  People  ;  for 
even  fuppofing  our  Accounts  of  that  Election,  in  the 
publick  Prints,  to  be  juft,  one  of  the  Candidates  in  the 
Country  Intereft  carry 'd  it  by  a  great  Majority,  and  the 
ether  loft  it  only  by  two  Votes  ;  which  is  fo  far  from 
being  any  Defeat,  that,  confidering  the  vaft  Advantages 
on  the  other  Side,  it  may  be  certainly  reckon'd  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  drawn  Battle. 

But 

I    *  The  Lord  Vane. 

-\  Sir  Chriftopher  Powel. 
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But  the  good  People  of  Norfolk  afford  us  the 
moft  remarkable  Example  of  a  publick  Spirit,  and  have 
for  ever  diilinguihYd  Themfelves  in.  our  Annals  by  their 
glorious  Oppolition  to  all  the  Arts,  which  could  pofli- 
bly  be  employed  to  corrupt,  or  divert  Them  from  the 
true  Intereil  and  Service  of  their  Country.  Indeed, 
when  I  coniider  not  only  the  natural  and  adventitious 
Influence,  which  a  certain  Gentleman  muft  have  ac- 
quired in  that  Comity  by  a  long  Monopoly  of  Power, 
but  even  his  perfonal  Prefence,  and  that  Multitude  of 
Emiiiaries,  whom  He  difpatchM  to  all  Parts  of  the 
County,  with  the  molt  prevailing  Arguments  ;  I  am  at 
a  Lofs  to  think  how  a  Cauie  fo  well  fupported  could 
poflibly  fail,  in  this  Age.  It  is  certainly  a  very  melan- 
choly Circumftance  for  the  poor  Gentleman,  and  I  can 
fcarce  help  pitying  Him,  in  Spight  of  my  Country  ; 
for  I  am  fomewhat  of  Mrs.  PeachunSs  Opinion,  that  it 
is  a  moving  Thing  to  fee  a  Great  Man  in  Diftrefs. 
I  am  fenfible  that  his  pious  Advocates  may  quote  Scrip- 
ture in  his  Behalf,  and  ailed  ge  that  a  Prophet  is  with- 
out Honour  in  his  own  Country,  and  among  his 
own  Kin.  But  when  a  Man  hath  no  Honour  in  any 
Country,  He  cannot  laft  long  ;  and  This  feems  to  be 
the  Cafe  of  our  political  Prophet ;  for  if  from  the  North 
We  travel  Weftward,  his  Affairs  will  appear  in  a  much 
watiffe  Plight  ;  all  the  Counties  in  that  Part  of  the  King- 
dom having  chofen  their  Reprefentatives  on  the  popular 
Intereft,  without  any  Oppolition,  or  Struggle,  on  the 
other  Side. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved  that  moft  of  the  rich, 
trading  Cities  and  Corporations,  where  there  is  the  leait 
Degree  of  Independency,  have  difcover'd  the  lame  ma- 
lignant Difpofition,  and  prefer'd  the  general  Intereft  of 
the  Nation  to  That  of  one  private  Man.  But  fince  I 
am  now  got  into  the  Weft  of  England,  the  City  of 
Brijlol  deferves  particular  Attention  ;  for  as  it  is,  without 
Difpute,  the  greater!;  trading  City  in  the  whole  King- 
donx,  next  to  London,  fo  it  hath  follow 'd  her  Exam- 
ple 
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pie  in  the  Choice  of  her  Reprefentatwes,  againfi  all  the 
corrupt  Applications  of  Power  and  Money.  By  this  glo- 
rious Aclion,  the  Citizens  have  exprefs'd  a  juft  and 
grateful  Senfe  of  their  late  Deliverance,  and  intitled 
Themfelves  to  the  future  Regard  of  Parliament,  if  any 
ftich  deftructive  Projecl  againfi:  their  Trade  and  Liber- 
ties  ihould  ever  be  attempted  again. 

But  the  Cornijh  Elections  are  a  convincing  and  even 
demonftrative  Proof  of  what  We  have  advanced,  con- 
cerning the  Senfe  of  the  People  ;  for  though  Cornzval  is 
in  a  Manner  over-run  with  Borough-Towns,  and  a  great 
Majority  of  Them  are  abiblutely  under  Dependence  ; 
yet  it  is  plain  that  They  have  no  Influence  on  the  Body 
of  the  People  ;  fince  the  fame  Pe?ydns,  who  afTume  a 
fort  of  dictatorial  Power  over  the  Corporations,  ha\re  not 
fo  much  as  attempted,  or  propoiecl,  to  let  up  any  of 
their  Creatures  for  Reprefentatwes  of  the  Cou?/ty. 

Methinks,  there  is  fomething  very  ridiculous,  as  well 
as  unwarrantable,  in  the  Circumftances  and  Manage- 
ment of  thefe  Boroughs  ;  They  are  generally  treated 
like  IdeotSy  or  Lunaticks,  who  are  not  capable  of  chu- 
iing  their  own  Guardians,  and  therefore  are  deliver'd 
over  to  the  Care  of Tome  Relation,  ox  Neighbour,  who 
undertakes  their  Affairs,  and  is  lure  of  having  his  Pro- 
ceedings ratify'd  above,  without  their  Approbation,  or 
Con  fen  t.  From  hence  it  often  comes  to  pafs  that  the 
Reprefentatwes  and  the  Reprefented  are  utter  Strangers 
to  each  other  ;  and  I  lhould  not  be  in  the  leaft  furprized 
to  fee  a  warm  Contention  in  Parliament  about  the  late 
Elections  for  fome  of  thefe  Boroughs,  which  never  faw, 
or  were  feen  by  any  one  of  the  Petitioners,  or  the  fitting 
Members.  Nay,  I  have  been  told  that  fome  of  the 
chief  Inn-keepers  in  thefe  Boroughs  have  not  been  able 
to  fatisfy  the  Curiofity  of  their  Guefts  who  their  Mem- 
bers were ;  and  that  their  Members  have  been  equally 
at  a  Lofs  in  Town  to  anfwer  to  the  Names  of  their 
Boroughs ,  when  They  have  been  called  over  in  the 
Houfe. 

There 
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There  muft  be  fome  extraordinary  Magnetick  to 
draw  the  Affections  of  People  at  fuch  a  Dillance,  and 
•make  Them  Hick  fo  clofe  to  Men,  whom  They  never 
faw,  or  heard  of  before.  Some  Perfons  affirm  that  this 
Noftrum  is  compofed  of  a  yellow  Kind  of  Earth,  which 
is  found  in  great  Quantities,  at  thefe  Seaforrs,  on  a  cer- 
tain Hill  in  Corneal,  calPd  the  Mount  of  Corruption. 
Others  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Mafter  of  the  Mount* 
'"who  is  certainly  a  very  great  Adept  in  the  occult  Sci- 
ences, hath  dilcover'd  the  Philosopher's  Stone,  and  can 
turn  every  Thing  He  touches  into  Gold ;  it  being  com- 
puted that,  in  fome  Years,  He  fpends  at  leaft  twenty 
Times  the  Income  of  his  Eftate,  and  yet  was  never 
known  to  want  Money,  upon  thefe  Occafions.  But, 
for  my  Part,  I  verily  believe  that  He  a<fts  only  by  Com- 
..  miftlon,  and  hath  Credit  given  Him  for  every  Thing 
He  does. 

There  is  a  remarkable  Cafe  in  Coke's  Inftitutes,  which 
deferves  the  Obfervation  of  the  Publick,  at  this  Time. 

"  Thomas  Long  gave  the  Mayor  of  Weft  bury  4  /.  t© 
"  be  elected  Burgefs,  who  thereupon  was  elected.  This 
4i  Matter  was  examined  and  adjudged  in  the  Houfe  of 
"  Commons,  jecundu?n  Legem  &  Confuetudinem  Par- 
•'  liamenti,  and  the  Mayor  fined  and  impriibn'd,  and 
"  Long  removed;  for  this  corrupt  Dealing,  fays  Sir 
".  Edwark  Coke,  was  to  poij'on  ^Fountain  itfeJf — 
Chap.  1.   Inft.  4. 

.  From  this  Cafe  it  appears  that  the  Practice  of  cor- 
rupting Boroughs  is  not  intirely  modern;  and  We  read 
of  a  Set  of  Projectors,  in  the  Reign  of  King  James 
the  1  ft,  who  undertook  to  model  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  the  King's  Purpofes ;  from  whence  They  gain'd 
the  Name  of  Undertakers.  But  as  the  for?ner  Attempt 
was  punifh'd  in  an  exemplary  Manner,  fo  the  latter 
was  defeated  ;  and  though  fuch  Practices  of  poifoning 
the  Fountain  have  been  wonderfully  improved  lince  that 
Time,  they  were  never  mlifted  on  'till  very  lately  as 
any  Proof  of  the  Senfe  of  the  People. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  is  more  common  at  preient  than  to  hear 
one  Corporation  calPd  a  Court-Borough,  another  a 
Tre  of  my- Borough,  a  third  an  Admiralty-Borough,  a  fourth 
a  Poft-Office  Borough,  and  fo  of  many  more  j  becaufe 
They  depend  on  thefe  Offices,  and  are  often  obliged 
to  chufe  fuch  Reprefentatives  as  are  nominated  to 
Them.  This  is  undertaking  with  a  Witnefs,  and  can- 
toning out  the  Boroughs  of  England  amongft  Court  Fa- 
vourites. It  gives  us  a  very  flrong  Idea  of  the  Power 
of  a  Minifter  ;  but  is  far  from  being  any  Proof  of  the 
Senfe  of  the  People.  ■ 

I  mall  conclude  this  Paper  with  a  very  extraordi- 
nary Letter,  which  I  am  inform'd  hath  been  fent  to  all 
the  Poftmajlers  in  the  Kingdom,  during  the  late  E^ 
led  ions. 

S  I  R, 

"  T  Defire  you'll  fend  me  a  particular  Account  of  your 
**  Election,  when  it  comes  on;  and  if  there   be 

"  any  Oppofition  and  a  Poll,  pray  advife  by  every 
f*  Poft  how  it  goes ;  and  when  the  Return  is  made, 
**  inform  me  how  the  Parties  ft  and  offered,  and  where 
"  their  Places  of  Refidence  are,  if  They  are  new  Mem- 
"  bers.  Your  punctual  Complyance  with  This  will 
*'  grearly  oblige 

General  Poft-Office,  Tour  humble  Servant. 

April  18,   1734. 

P.  S.  If  there  be  any  Boroughs  in  your  Knowledge, 
§r  Delivery,  pray  procure  me  Accounts  'thereof,  as  above. 

I  fhall  make  no  Comments  on  this  Letter,  which  fuf- 
f  ciently  explains  itfelf,  and  fhews  the  unwearied  En? 
dcavours  of  feme  Gentlemen  to  preierve  the  Freedom  of 
Parliament.  F>. 


mm 


SATURDAY, 
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quo  non  preftantior  Alter, 


Protrabere  in  longum  mult  a  damnofa  Papyro 
Dogmata  Rixator,  difcors  Sibi  in  omnibus  idem.  • 

Auctio  Davisiana, 

E  F  O  R  E  the  Choice  of  a  new  Parlia- 
ment came  on,  the  minifierial  Drudges 
thought  Themfelves  Co  fure  of  their 
Game,  that  They  began  to  ling  Te  Deumi 
upon  it,  and  infult  us  with  the  Lofs  of 
our  Popularity.  Nay,  even  when  the 
Elections  were  above  half  over,  good  Mrs.  Osborne  and 
fome  of  her  ingenious  AiTociates  in  the  Courant  had 
the  Modefty  to  boafl:  of  their  Succefs,  and  that  the  Re- 
turns then  made  were  fufHcient  to  determine  the  Senje 
<f  the  People  on  their  Side.  But  as  foon  as  this  Point 
came  under  Examination,  and  it  appeared  that  above 
•three  Parts  in  four  of  the  Counties,  and  mod  of  the  rlfh9 
independent  Corporations  had  declared  in  the  ftrongeft 
Terras  againft  Them,  by  the  Choice  of  their  Represen- 
tatives, They  immediately  turned  the  Tables  upon  us, 
and  began  to  depreciate  the  Affections  of  the  People, 
which  They  had  in  vain  attempted  to  conciliate  to 
Themfelves.  All  their  late  Papers  have  therefore  run 
in  the  penitential  Strain,  with  a  plentiful  Mixture  of 
Panegyrick  on  their  Patron,  and  Satire  upon  his  Cp- 
pofers. 

1  have  hitherto  pais'd  over  thefe  inconfiflent  Rliaplb- 

•dies,  without  anv   particular  Remarks  i  but  the  Free- 

Vol.  XII.     '  X  Briton 
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Briton  otTburfday  the  6  th  Inftant  is  lb  curious  and  ex- 
traordinary a  Piece,  that  I  cannot  entertain  my  Readers 
better  this  Week  than  with  a  fhort  Comment  upon  it. 
I  am  fure  it  will  prove  a  very  diverting  Subject,  and: 
perhaps  not  altogether  void  of  Inftruction. 

The  mod  eft  E [quire,  who  mines  at  the  Head  of  that 
Paper,  begins  "with   a  labour'd  Invective  again  ft  Popu- 
larity, which  He  hath  embellinYd  with  ail  thofe  Coiiit 
mon-place  Flowers  of  Rhetorick,  that  are  to  be  found  in 
Plays,  Poems,  and  Declamations.     It  is,   in  his   Lan- 
guage,  the  Pood  of  vain  Ambition ;  the  Snare  of  Senfe 
and  Honefty  ;    the  Breath  of  giddy  Multitudes,  which 
neither  Wifdom    nor  Science   can  always   obtain,  nor 
Wealth  zvith  all  its  Treafures  pur  chafe  with  any  Secu- 
rity, nor  Truth  and  Integrity  allure   its  Attachments  to 
cfhe?nfelves,  however  deferving  above  all  others.     As  it 
proceeds  from,  Jo  it  depends  on,   the  great  pro?nifcuous 
Heap  of  Mankind,  where  the  Brave  are  mingled  with 
the  Bate,   the  Difcerning   with  the  Weak,  and  Foolifh  ; 
where  Numbers,  without  any  Senfe,   or  Property,  give 
Law  to  the  w  if  eft  Under/landings,  and  to  the  largeft  For- 
tunes.—  He  runs  on,   with  his  ufual  Glibnefs,   in  the 
fame  loofe,  undiitinguifhing  Gibberifh,  which  is  neither 
true  nor  falfe,  without  fome  Application,  and   may  be 
properly  calPd  a  pretty,  difgufed  Way  of  faying  nothing. 
All  I  can  collect  from  it  is,  that  Mr.  Waljingham  is  very 
angry  with  the  People  of  Etigland  for  their  Conduct:  at 
the   late  Elections  ;    by  which  They  have  given    the 
World  a  convincing  Proof  that  Wealth   with  all  its 
Treafures    cannot  purehafe  Popularity  ;    and    that  any 
Man,  who  relies  upon  that  Support  alone,  may  happen 
to  find  Himfelf  fatally  di {appointed.     Had  the  County 
Elections  run  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Wafyingbam's  Friend?, 
that  old  Whig-Maxim,  Vox  Populi  eft  vox  Dei,  would 
have  certainly  been  rung  in  our  Ears,    as  a  pubhcfc  A- 
vowal  of  their  Caufe  ;  but  fince   the  Body  of  the  Na- 
tion have  been  fo  undutiful  as  to  take  the  other  Side,  the 
Voice  of  the  People  finks  into  vulgar  Breath,  which  no- 
thing 


NQ  415.      The  Craftsman.       243 

thing  but  vile  Arts  can  ever  captivate  ;  and  the  People 
Them'elves  are  treated  very  cavalierly  as  a  vicious  and 
diffolute  Multitude,  a  lend,  dij orderly  Rabble,  without 
any  Senfe  or  Property.  Now  I  can  eafily  comprehend 
how  Want  of  Senfe  may  be  imputed  to  Thofe,  who 
have  the  Hardinefs  to  fly  in  the  Face  of  Wealth  with 
all  its  Treafures ;  but  that  a  vaft  Majority  of  the  Britijb 
Freeholders  ihould  have  no  Property,  is  to  Me  a  little 
myilerious.  Perhaps,  Mr.  Walfingham  might  delign  to 
insinuate  that  all  the  Property  of  England  is  confined 
to  the  Cinqiie-Ports  and  Cor  nip  Boroughs. 

The  next  Thing  remarkable,  iri  this  fine  Piece  of 
Calliiitry,  is  the  Character  of  fame  great  and  good  Man9 
who  hath  been  lately  degraded,  and  itript  of  all  Preten- 
ces to  Popularity.  Ic  is,  indeed,  liich  a  Mafterpiece  of 
Drawing,  that  I  cannot  do  the  Ariijl  juitice,  without 
quoting  his  own  Words. 

"  That  Man,  jays  He,  who  hath  been  the  Father 
"  of  the  People,  and  Guardian  of  their  Happ'mefs  ; 
"  whofe  Cares  have  comprehended  the  Intereits  of  all, 
'*  and  who  hath  lived  a  publick  Benefit  to  the  Comrmi- 
"  nity  under  his  Care  ;  whofe  humane  and  compaffio- 
"  nate  Breaft  hath  been  open  to  every  Man,  with  Ca- 
M  pacity  to  oblige  the  molt  considerable,  and  Conde- 
"  fcention  to  the  very  meaner! ;  whofe  Integrity  hath 
"  been  as  much  above  Surpicion,  as  his  Behaviour  free 
"  from  Pride,  or  his  Hands  from  having  been  employ 'd 
**  in  any  Work  of  Oppreffion ;  who  hath  neither  tear'd 
*'  Enemies,  nor  provoked  Them  ,*  who  hath  been  difin- 
"  terefted  in  his  Friend  fhips  and  good  Offices'?  equal  to 
"  anyTruft,  and  fuperior  to  all  Temptations  ;  That 
"  Man  may  be  rejecled  by  /^People,  but  mvertbe- 
"  lefs  will  rife  fuperior  to  Popularity.  They  may 
"  lofe  their  greateft  Ornament  and  Bemf after,  by  their 
"  Ingratitude  ;  but  He  can  never  loie  the  Character 
"  of  having  been  their  injured  Father,  and  their  abu- 
"  fed  Friend, 

X  2  Mr, 
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Mr.  Walfingham  alludes  to  this  great  Perfwagh  as 
well  as  the  cruel  Ufage,  which  He  hath  lately  received 
from  the  People,  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  fame  Paper. 
In  one  Place,  He  is  call'd  the  perfecl  Cbaracler  it/elf; 
in  another,  the  moft  valuable  of  Mankind-,  and  "in  a 
third,  the  mofi  amiable  and  ufeful  Man  of  any  in  the 
World  1  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  We  are  left  fomewhat 
in  the  Dark  for  whom  this  perfecl  Character  is  defign'd. 
There  is  certainly  but  one  Perfon  in  England,  who  can 
with  any  Propriety,  or  Decency,  be  ityled  Father  of 
the  People,  and  Guardian  of  our  Happinejs.  Thele  Ap- 
pellations have  been  always  appropriated  to  the  Sove- 
reign, and  thought  incommunicable  to  any  Subject  j  but 
I  am  fo-well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wal(tngham'ts  excel- 
lent Talent  at  Panegyricfc,  who  hath  often  levePd  Ma- 
jefiy  upon  thefe  Occafions,  and  made  feveral  Improve- 
ments on  Wolfe fs  modeft  Style,  that  lam  almoft  confi- 
dent his  Patron  fate  for  this  beautiful  Picture.  It  is 
well  known  that  He  hath  long  enjoy'd  the  Title  of 
Princeps  Senatus,  and  hath  often  had  the  f acred  Oil 
pour'd  upon  his  Head  ;  fo  that  although  He  may  not 
be  able  to  prove  Him  (elf  the  Father  of  the  People,  by 
any  Marks  of  natural  AfFe&ion  towards  Them,  and  it 
may  be  construed  High  Treafon  to  call  him  our  Faiher- 
-  in-Lazv  ;  yet  I  apprehend  that  He  may  be  properly 
enough  denominated  the  Step-Father  of  the  People  ;  or 
i'uch  a  Kind  of  Parent  as  Saturn  was  of  old,  who  is  faid 
to  have  devoured  his  own  Children ;  and  perhaps  This 
may  be  the  Reafon  for  putting  us  fo  often  in  mind  of 
that  famous  Hemiftich,  redemit  Saturnia  Regna  ;  That 
h,  in  Mother  Osborne  and  Mr.  Walfingham's  Engliih, 
We  are  the  happieft  People  on  the  Face  of  the  Earth, 
and  enjoy  all  the  Liberty  human  Nature  is  capable  of. 

This  roint  being  therefore  fettled,  that  Mr.  Wa  l- 
sing  ham's  Patron  is  the  Father  of  the  People,  and 
Guardian  of  their  Happinefs,  it  will  be  eafy  to  reconcile 
the  reft  of  the  Character  to  that  anointed  Minifteri 
who  ft  Integrity  hath  certainly  been  as  much  above  Sus- 
picion, 
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pic  ion,  as  his  Behaviour  free  from  Pri.pe,  or  bls 
Hands  from  having  been  employ' d  in  any  Vwrk  of  Op 
press  1  on. The  Forage-Contracl,  the  Bank-Con- 
trail, and  Army-Debentures,  ( amongft  a  thoufand  other 
Inftances,  which  might  be  produced )  are  undoubted 
Teftimonies  of  the  firft ;  as  his  Modefty  in  refuiing 
Honours  is  a  Proof  of  the  feco?id ;  and  whoever  confi- 
ders  the  true  Nature  and  Tendency  of  the  late  Excife~ 
Scheme,  will  purge  Him  from  any  Imputation  of  the 
third.  — —  Nobody  can  charge  Him  with  having  either 
feared  E?iemies,  or  provoked  Them,  by  making  Ufe  of 
his  Power  to  gratify  his  perfonal  Refentments,  and  turn- 
ing Gentlemen,  of  the  moil:  unquestionable  Abilities  and 
Affection  to  his  Majefty,  out  of  their  Em  ploy  men  ts* 
becaufe  They  thought  it  their  Duty  to  oppoie  ibme  of 
his  Meafures.  —  That  he  hath  been  difinterefted  in  his 
Friend/hips  and  good  Offices,  appears  from  his  Gratitude 
to  Thofe,  who  afiiiled  Him  in  the  Time  of  Diftrefs, 
and  contributed  to  his  prefent  Elevation.  -—  The  pru- 
dent and  happy  Conduct  of  Affairs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  for  feveral  Years  part,  is  Sufficient  to  prove 
Him  equal  to  any  Truft  ;  and  his  moderate  Acquisitions 
demonstrate  his  Superiority  to  a  11  Temptations.  Yet  every 
Body  knows  that  this  great,  this  good,  this  wife  Man 
hath  been  lately  rejected  by  the  People,  almoft  with  a 
general  Voice,  and  that  They  are  now  in  Danger  of 
hfing  their  greatejl  Ornament  and  Benefactor  by  their 
Ingratitude;  but  his  worthy  Advocate  comforts  us  with 
an  Aflurance,  that  He  will  neverthelefs  rife  fuperior  to 
Popularity.  I  mult  confefs,  this  PafTage  puzzles 
me  the  moil:  of  any  in  the  whole  Character  ;  and  if  I 
was  not  very  well  apprized  of  Mr.  Waljhigham^s  Sin- 
cerity, I  Should  be  apt  to  think  that  He  intended  to 
turn  our  Eyes  towards  Temple-Bar.  w  here  I  have  feeii 
many  a  Man  raife  his  Head  Interior  to  Popularity  ;  but 
his  Attachments  are  lb  well  known,  that  He  could  not 
'  be  guilty  of  So  bafe  a  Deiign,  and  only  meant  that  this 
injured  Father  and  abufed  Friend  of  the  People  was  re- 
X  3  Solved 


246        The  Cr  aftsman.     Nc  415. 

folved  to  fpurn  fuch  an  ungrateful  Rabble  under  his 
Feet,  and  defy  Them  to  do  their  worft. 

Having  chaftifed  the  Body  of  the  People,  in  this  pub- 
Kck  Manner,  He  proceeds  to  their  Leaders,  whom  He 
terms  the  Minions  of  Popularity,  and  compares  Them  to 
Dilators  taken  from  the  Plough  ;  alluding,  I  fuppofe, 
to  thoie  Country  Gentlemen,  whom  the  People  have- 
lately  chofen  to  reprefent  Them  in  Parliament.  But  as 
the  Roman  Dictators  were  not  taken  from  the  Plough, 
meerly  upon  that  Account,  but  becaule  They  were 
known  to  be  Men  of  great  Ability  and  Integrity  ;  fo  if 
our  ruftick  Diftators  mould  imitate  their  Example  in 
thefe  Re/peels,  as  They  infinitely  furpafs  Them  in  Point 
of  Property,  We  ihall  have  no  Reafon  to  complain  of 
their  Plebeian  Extraclion,  nor  like  Them  ever  the  worfe, 
becaufe  They  happen'd  not  to  be  brought  up  at  Court, 
or  in  Exchange- Alley. 

Mr.  Walfingham  goes  on  with  his  Allufions,  and  tells 
us  that  vulgar  Pebbles  { meaning  thefe  ruralDicl*- 
tors  again)  have  the  Price  of  Gems  infome  Eyes;  That 
is,  as  He  is  pleafed  to  explain  it,  in  the  Eyes  of  Fools 
and  Country  Bumpki?is  ;  for  Thofe,  who -have  had  the 
Happinefs  of  a  Court  Education,  are  too  well  acquain- 
ted with  the  Difference,  to  be  impofed  upon  in  this  Man- 
ner. For  my  Part,  I  have  always  look'd  upon  Squire 
Walfingham  himfelf  as  a  precious  Gem,  which  was  acci- 
dentally pick'd  up  amongft  vulgar  Pebbles,  and  had  the 
Honour  to  be  ftuck  in  the  Cap  of  his  Patron. 

We  are  next  enter tain'd  with  a  fevere  Piece  of  Satire 
on  jome  particular  Perfons,  who  have  received  great 
Obligations,  it  feems,  from  his  minifierial  Majefly,  and 
yet  have  lately  been  fo  ungrateful  as  to  join  with  the 
People  again!!  Him.  This  Paffage  likewiie  is  fo  curious, 
that  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  quote  it. 

**  Generoiity  of  Mind  and  Goodnefs  of  Heart,  fays 
u  our  exquifiie  Moralift,  feel  fo  much  Pleaiure  in  the 
lf  Gratitude  of  Thoie,  whom  They  oblige,  that  per- 
**  iTjps  it  would  be  more  than  human  Nature  can  ad- 

"  mit 
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f(  mit  of,  to  be  indifferent  and  unmoved,  when  Thefe 
"  are  falfe,  or  ungrateful-  To  fee  Numbers,  who  are 
'«  indebted  to  us  for  the  greateft  Benefits,  declaring  a- 
**  gainft  us  with  the  moil:  unnatural  Animofity  ;  and 
"  even  Men,  profeiTmg  Friendship  and  coveting  our 
"  Confidence,  making  all  poffible,  felfifh  Advantages 
"  of  us  on  one  Side,  and  doing  all  poiHble  Mifchief  to 
"  us  on  the  other ;.  pretending  a  Defire  to  ferve  us,  only 
**  that  They  may  be  in  a  Capacity  to  hurt  us;  any  fuch 
"  Inftances  of  black  Ingratitude,  or  of  bafe  Infince- 
"  rity,  mull  doubtlefs  difturb  Him,  whom  They  have 
*'  injured. 

I  wifh  Mr.  Walfingbam  had  thought  fit  to  point  out 
thefe  perfidious  Monfters,  that  We  might  know  where  to 
fix  our  Indignation  and  Contempt ;  for  as  Gratitude  is 
the  moft  amiable  of  all  Virtues,  fo  the  Breach  of  it  is 
undoubtedly  the  blacker!  of  all  Vices ;  efpecially,  when 
it  appears  againft  Men  in  Tower  ;  who,  being  the  Dik 
penfers  of  Honours  and  Rewards,  are  a  Sort  of  national 
Benefaclors,  and  every  Boon  They  beftow,  in  their  pub- 
lick  Capacity,  ought  certainly  to  be  look'd  upon  as  a 
private  Largefs.  Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  bafe 
and  ungrateful  in  any  Man,  who  hath  once  received 
a  Favour  from  his  Prince,  or  his  Country,  than  to  turn 
againft  the  Minijier,  through  whofe  Hands  it  happened 
to  pafs,  and  plead  Confcience,  or  Duty,  in  Oppoiition 
to  fuch  a  perjonal  Obligation.  For  this  Reafon,  I  have 
often  thought  that  dealing  with  Miniflers  of  State  is 
fomewhat  like  contracting  with  another  Gentleman  in 
great  Power  \  for  if  You  take  but  a  Shilling  from  Them 
cr  by  their  Means  You  muft  exrecl  to  be  treated  like 
their  Sond-SIave  forever. 

71he  learned  Author  of  this  noble  Harangue  concludes 
wich  a  publick  and  explicit  Confefiion  that  (he  general 
Senfs  of  the  People  is  againft  Him  ;  for  He  telis  us, 
wi'hcut  any  Diiguife,  that  it  is  not  the  Lofs  of  a 
single,  Contest,   which  is  to  be   eonfder"ar  as  the 

real 
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real  Grievance.  Hoe  Example  is  of  a  general  N  a- 
ture.'  .Such  a  Declaration  as  This  muft  be  rare 
News  to  the  popular  Rabble,  as  well  as  their  Minions ; 
and,  confidering  from  what  Hands  it  comes,  will  put 
Them  no  Doubt  into  very  good  Humour.  I  believe, 
indeed,  that  the  late  Elections  have  fufficiently  mor- 
tify 'd  our  political  Daddy,  andU  that  He  hath  but  one 
Artifice  left  to  fupport  Himfelf  in  his  Guardian/hip  over 
us,  which  He  will  certainly  put  in  Practice,  unlefs 
prevented  by  the  timely  Vigour  and  Integrity  of  our 
new  Reprefentatives.  D. 


N°4i<5.      Saturday,  June  22,    1734* 


Congratulate  the  Publick  on  Mrs.  Os- 
borne's Return  from  the  Norfolk  E- 
leclions  to  her  Port  in  the  London  Jour- 
nal;  where  She  made  her  Appearance 
again,  on  Saturday  teft,  after  feveral 
Weeks  Abfence,  and  undertook  the  So- 
lution of  that  knotty  Problem,  whether  the  Sense  of 
the  People  is  with  the  Ministry,  or  againfi 
Thetn.  Our  political  Grandmother  makes  no  Scruple  to 
determine  this  Queflion  in  the  Affirmative,  and  teems 
to  cait  an  oblique  "Reflection  on  her  Brother  VFalfing- 
ham,  who  gave  it  up  to  us  the  Week  before.  For  this 
Purpoie,  She  begins  with  afierting  that  the  Freeholders 
of  England  (whom  She  calls  a  Parcel  of  gaping,  coun- 
try Bellows  J  are  ahnoft  as  ignorant  of  alt  political 
Knowledge,  as  the  Beasts  They  ride  omj  and  that 
their  several  Leaders  are  not  much  above  Themi 
meaning  the  Country  Gentlemen  and  Clergy- 
men, as  She  explains  Herfelf  immediately  after.  Ha- 
ving laid  down  this  modeft  pofulatum,  She  concludes, 

with 
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with  her  ufual,  logical  Exa&nefs,  that  Thofe,  who  have 
no  Sense  of  national  Affairs,  cannot  be  f aid. 
to  exprefi  the  Sense    of  the  Nation.     She  then 
proceeds  to  acquaint   us  where  the  Senfe   of  the  People 
really  lies ;  That  is,  amongft  the  Citizens  and  Burgef- 
fes,  whofe  Numbers  are  as  great  in  moji  Counties,   as~ 
the  Freeholders  them/elves,  and  their  political  Know- 
ledge much  greater.    Now,  fuppoilng  This  to  be  true, 
ft  ought  like  wife  to  be  coniider'd  which  of  the  "Two  are 
mojl  free   and  independent  ;    for  without   In  de- 
pendency ^  it  is  impoifible  to  know   the  Senfe  of  the  Peo- 
ple, whatever  their  Numbers,  or  Wealth,  or  Knowledge 
may  be  ;  and  I  believe  Dame  Osborne  will  not  pretend 
to  fay  that  the  Voters  for  Boroughs  are,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  altogether  (ofree  and  independent  as  the   Electors 
fur  Counties.     BeMdes,  the  good  old  Lady  ieems  to  for- 
get  that  the   Country  Party    have  already  claim'd  the 
Majority  of  Cities  and  great  trading  Towns,  as  well  as 
of  the  Counties,    to  Themfelves  $    particularly   London 
and  Br  if  0 1,  which,  for  Numbers,  Trade  and  Property, 
to  fay  nothing  of  their  political  Knowledge,  mull  be  aj- 
low'd  fuperior  to  all   the   trading  Towns  and  Cities  in 
England  ;   not  excepting  even  Norwich  itielf,    which 
Mrs.  Osborne  feems  to  mention  with  more   than   ordi- 
nary Triumph ;   though  when  that  Ekclion  is  conii- 
der'd in  its  true  Light,  it  reflects  as  much  Difhonour 
on   her  Patron,  as  any  one   in   the   whole   Kingdom. 
Neither  will    the  Members  for  all  the  Counties,  and 
great  trading   Towns,    properly   fo  call'd,   conftitute    a 
Majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  therefore  We 
muit  collect  the  Senfe  of  the  People,   according   to  this 
Way  of  Reaibning,  from  the  little,  beggarly   Boroughs 
on  the  Sea-Coafts,  and  in  two  or  three  inland  Coun- 
ties, whofe  Circumitances  render  Them  dependent  -on 
Minijlers,  and   put  it   in  their   Power  to  ballance   the 
Counties  and  great  trading  Towns ;  or,  as  the  fame  lear- 
ned Author  efs  once  obferved,  to  fupply  the  Want  of  na- 
tural Strength  with  great  Art. 

Leaving 
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Leaving  thefe  Points  therefore  to  our  grand  Mamma's 
farther  Confideration,  I  (hall  now  pafs  on  to  the  Scot- 
tijh  Elections,  which  have  lately  fill'd  our  News-pa- 
pers, and  feem  to  require  fome  particular  Animadver- 
fions. 

I  am  fenfible  that  the  Court-Writers  will  have  an 
Advantage  over  us,  in  this  Part  of  the  Argument, 
and  expect  to  fee  their  next  Productions  fill'd.  with  IS 
P&ans  upon  their  Succefs  in  Scotland.  But  I  mull 
crave  their  Leave  to  obferve~That  if  We  may  rely  on 
the  whole  Tenor  of  Advices  from  thence,  the  late  Re- 
turns in  their  Favour  are  very  far  from  being  any  Proof 
of  the  genuine  Senfe  of  the  People,  in  that  Part  of  the 
united  Kingdom  :  which  hath  concur'd  with  the  Senfe 
ff  their  Fellow "Subjefts  in  England,  as  far  as  They 
could  pombly  manifeffc  it  by  outward  Profeffions  and 
Declarations,  How  it  came  to  pafs  that  the  Voice  of 
the  People  mould  be  drown'd  in  the  Choice  of  their 
Reprejentatives,  and  that  the  Country  Inter  eft  mould 
be  overpower'd,  amidit  fo  much  Popularity,  may  be 
fully  explain'd  in  due  Time ;  nor  is  it,  indeed,  any 
great  Secret  at  prefent ;  for  by  what  already  appears, 
concerning  the  late  Eledlion  olfixteen  Peers  to  repre- 
fent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland,  the  Myftery  is  partly 
unfolded.  Let  us  therefore  take  a  fhort  View  of  this 
Affair,  as  it  appears  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Elec- 
tion. 

The  Peers  of  Scotland  being  met  at  the  Borough- 
Room,  in  order  to  chufe  proper  Perfons  to  reprefent 
Them  in  the  enluing  Parliament,  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Stair  enter'd  the  following  Proteft,  pre- 
vious to  the  Election,  viz. 

"  Whereas  this  Forenoon,  a  Batallion  of  Foot,  was 
"  drawn  up  under  Arms,  in  the  Place  calPd  the  Ab- 
(l  bey-Clofe,  and  there  continues  under  Arms ;  and 
'-  whereas,  by  the  Law  and  conftant  Practice  in  all 
"  Britain,  none  of  the  {landing  Forces  can  lawfully 
**  continue  in  any  Town,  or  Place,  or  in  the  Neigh- 

"  bouihood 
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bourhood  thereof,  during  the  Time  of  an  Election 
for  Parliament  in  that  Town,  or  Place,  and  that  //// 
now,  at  every  Election  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland, 
the  King's  Forces  marchM  out  of  the  Suburbs,  and 
near  Neighbourhood  of  the  Town  of  Edinburgh,  and 
did  not  return  till  the  faid  Elections  were  over  ; 
therefore  I  proteft  for  myfelf  and  all,  who  fhall  ad- 
here to  this  my  Proteftarion,  fhat  the  drawing  up 
and  Continuance  of  the  faid  Battalion  under  Arms 
in  the  Abbey-Clofe,  or  any  other  Place  in  the  Sub- 
urbs, or  near  Neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  during 
this  Election  of  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland^  to  fit  and 
vote  in  the  enfuing  Parliament,  is  illegal,  and  plainly 
tending  to  over-awe,  difquiet  and  forcibly  over-rule 
the  faid  Election  ;  and  I,  .  for  myfelf,  and  others 
foreiaid,  proteft  againft  all  the  Confequences,  which 
the  faid  illegal  Fad:  hath,  or  fhall  have,  and  for 
obtaining  Redrefs  thereof  in  proper  Time  and  Place°, 
and  that  this  Election  is  and  fhall  be  conftrucd  not 
to  be  free,  but  to  be  over-awed  and  over-ruled  ille- 
gally,  —  Sign'd  Stair,  and  by  eighteen  other 

Peers. 

Protefts  were  likewife  enter'd  againft  fever al Perfons, 
claiming  a  Right  to  vote  at  this  Election  ;  and  two  o- 
thers  by  the  Dukes  cf  Hamilton  and  Queens- 
berry,  to  fa ve  their  Titles  as  Peers  of  England.  Af- 
ter which,  the  following,  general  Proteft  was  enter'd 
by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  ;  viz. 

"  Before  giving  my  Vote  at  this  Election,  I  think 
"  it  my  indifpcniable  Duty  to  proteft,  that  whereas  I 
*'  have  ilrong  Grounds  to  believe  that  the  Pesrs,  who 
*'  are  to  vote  at  this  Election,  have  not  all  of  Them 
"  been  left  at  Liberty  to  make  a  free  Choice  of  fuch 
"  Peers  as  They  fhall  judge  ?noft  proper  to  reprefe?ii 
il  the  Peerage  of  Scotland  ;  hut  that  a  Lift  of  the  fix- 
*'  teen  Peers  bath  been  named  by  the  Minister  and 
"  fent  down  by  his  Agent;  and  that,  what  I  ap- 
'*  prehend  to  be,  undue  Influence  hath  been  ufed  with 

'J  many 
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"  many  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  engage  Them  to 
**  vote  for  thtfaid  Lift  i  and  more  particularly,  that  I 
««  have  Ground  to  believe  the  /aid  Lift  confifts  of  the 
«*  fixteen  noble  Lords  after-named,  for  whom  I  have 
'«  perfonally  the  greateft  Honour  and  Refpect ;  to  wit, 
*  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Athol,  his  Grace  the  Duke 
"  of  Buccleugb,  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  the  Earls  of 
"  Crawford,  Sutherland,  Morton,  Loudon,  Fin  later, 
u  Selkirk,  Belcarras,  Dunmore,  Orkney,? ortmore,  Hope- 
(<  toft,  IJlay,  and  Lord  Cathc art ;  therefore  I  dopro- 
•'  tell,  that  in  Cafe  it  fhall  appear,  in  the  Courfe  of* 
«»  this  Election,  that  the  Lift  voted  is,  and  hath  been, 
*'  a  Lift  jo  named  by  the  Minister,  -and  that  undue 
**  Means  have  been  ufed  to  induce  the  Peers,  who 
"  are  to  vote  at  this  Eleclion,  or  any  Number  of 
**  Them,  to  vote  for  fuch  Lift,  by  Promife  or  Grant 
*(  of  Place,  Penjion,  or  Reward,  to  Themfelves,  or 
et  their  near  Relations,  or  by  Threatening*  of  being 
"  removed  from  Offices,  or  of  any  other  Kind  what- 
"  foever ;  that  fuch  Eleclion  fhall  be  held  as  illegal, 
ts  contrary  to  the  Freedom  of  Eleclions,  and  therefore 
41  void.  And  I  do  hereby  proteft,  that  I  fhall  be  at 
*«  Liberty  farther  to  diffent  from  fuch  Eleclion,  if  made, 
"  and  to  renew  my  P  rot  eft,  and  to  offer  my  Reafons 
rt  and  Objections  againft  the  lame,  in  a  more  parti- 
"  cular  Manner.  Sign'd 

Hamilton,  2>ueensberry,  Montr  of e,  Roxburgh, 
Tweedak,    Rothes,     Buchan,    Stralbmore, 
Haddington,    Kincardine,  Aberdeen,   Dun- 
donald,  Marchmont,  Stair,  Glafgozv,  Refe- 
berrie, Saltoun,  Elpb'wfione,  Napier,  B lan- 
tyre. 
The   Lord  Elphinftone  not  only  fign'd  the  forego- 
ing Proteit,  but  corroborated  his  Moiives   to   it   by  a 
particular  Declaration,  relating  to  Himlelf,   in  the  fok 
lowing  Words,  viz. 

"  I  Charles  Lord  Elphinftoite  do  hereby  adhere  to 
ti  the  Proteft  entei'd  by  his  Giace  the  Duke  of  Ha- 

"  mi  It  on, 


N°  41(5.    The  Craftsman.      233 

f'»  milt  on,  concerning  #»</#*  Influence  ufed  by  People 
"  in  Power,  f&r  this  Election  oifixteen  Peers  to  fit 
»"  and  vote  in  the  enfuing  Parliament.  And  I  do  it  for 
"  this  Reaibn,  that  They  have  attempted  fuch  undue  In- 
tf  fluences  upon  My  self;  which  Attempts  I  with- 
"  flood,  and  rejected  their  Offers.  —  At  Edinburgh  the 
*f  4th  Day  oijune  1734,  at  the  Election  of  the  fix- 
"  teen  Peers aforefaid.  Elphinstone. 

The  Earl  of  Rofeberrie  adhered  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton's  Proteft,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  de- 
claring that  it  was  every  Way  his  own  Cafe. 

Then  came  on  the  Election,  and  the  Lift  before-men- 
tiotfd  being  voted,  to  a  Man,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Queensberry  enter1  d   the  follow  big  Proteft,  viz. 

"  I,  in  my  own  Name,  and  in  the  Name  of  fuch 
"  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland  as  fliall  adhere  to  Me,  do 
"  proteft,  that  the  pretended  Election  of  his  Grace  the 
"  Duke  of  Athol,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh, 
"  Sec.  to  reprefent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland,  is  void  and 
"  null  for  thefe,  among  other  Reafons. 

1.  "  That  it  appears  from  the  feveral  Circumftan- 
"  ces,  which  have  preceded  and  attended  this  Else- 
"  tion,  that  this  Lift  hath  been  named  by  the  Mi- 
"  nister,  and  fent  down  by  his  Agent,  without 
fi  Regard  to  the  real  Opinion  and  Sentiments  of  the 
•"  Peers;  and  that  feveral  of  Them  have  been  ty\i 
"  down  either  to  give  their  Votes  for  this  Lift,  or  to 
'*  incur  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Minister, 

2.  '"  That,  for  many  Months  pa  ft,  very  undue  In- 
il  fluence  hath  been  ufed  { as  I  have  Ground  to  believe, 
"  from. what  hath  already  pafs'd  at  this  Meeting,  and 
fi  hope  in  proper  Time  to  make  farther  appear)  with 
"  many  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  engage,  or  intimi- 
*'  date  Them  to  vote  for  this  Lift,  at  leaft  y^  Lift 
44  as  mould  be  put  into  their  Hands,  by  Promife  or 
"  Grant  0/"  Money,  Places,  Pen  Rons,  or  Preferment^, 
*"'  timl  or  military,  to  Hhemfehes,  or  their  near  Relati- 
*  ens ;  or  by  Threat  rings   of  removing   Tisitn,  or  their 
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««  near  Relations,  from  Offices  They  enjoy  d ;  or  other 
41  Promifes',  or  Threatenings,  equally  inconfiftent  with 
*s  //^'Freedom  of  Elections. 

•3.  "  That  lam  rather  induced  to  believe  thztfluch 
**.  undue  Influence  hath  been  ufed,  becaufe  of  the  many 
*'  notorious  Inftances,  that  have  occur'd  of  undue  Prac- 
"  tices,  with  Refpecl  to  the  Elections  of  the  Cqumo- 
*<  ners,  by  Promife  or  Grant  of 'Places,  civil  or  mili- 
"  tary,  and  Offers  of  Grants  of  great  Sums  of  Money, 
'*  to  influence  Voters,  both  in  Countries  and  Burghs, 
41  fuch  as  hath  not  been  heard  of  at  any  Time  before, 
*'  -by  known  Agents  of  the  Minister  ;  and  Liberties, 
<s  that  have  been  taken  by  Returning  Officers^ 
"  in  open  Violation  of  the  Laws;  the  ConfeqUences 
"  of  which  mull  be  too  plain,  as  tending  intirely  to 
*.*  the  Deftruftion  of  the  Freedom  of  Elections, 
«•  the  Ruin  of  our  Constitution,  the  fapping  the 
*s  very  Foundation  of  Parliaments,  and  rendering 
**  Them  intirely  dependent,  not  only  upon  the  Crown, 
"  but  every  assuming  Minister. 

«*  For  thefe  Reafons  I  do  proteit,  that  the  prefent  pre- 
"  tended  E  left  ion  of  the  aforejaidftxteen  Peers,  to  wit 
"his  Grace  the  Duke  ^Athol,  his  Grace  the  Duke 
fi  of  Buccleugh,  cif<r.  is  void',  and  that  the  Eleclion  of 
"  fuch  fixteen  Peers  as  have  the  great  eft  'Number,  of 
**  Votes,  fetiing  afide  the  above  Lift  named  by  the  Mi- 

?!    NISTER,  'is -the  ONLY   FAIR  Olid  FREE   ELECTION, 

*e  and  Thzy  Alone  are  in  tit  led  to  re  prefent  the  Pee- 
<■ ::  rage  of  Scotland  in  the  enfueing  Parliament.  And 
'i  I  do  proteti,  for  my  Part,  that  I  have  given  my 
'*-  Vote  for  the  Lift,  for  which  I  have  voted,  in  Con- 
*c  fecuence  of  my  free  Choice,  without  any  undue  In- 
ff  fluence  ufed  upon  Me  ;  and  that  I  have,  endeavour'd 
*s  to  uie  no  undue  Influence  upon  any  Peer  whatfoever 
tc  to  concur  with  Me  in.  that  Choice;  and  I  require 
M  You,  Mr.  James  J uft ice  and  .Mr.  John  Murray* 
,e{  Clerks  of  Seflion  officiating  at  the  laid  Eleclion,  to . 
tf  fxtrad-from  the  Minutes  of  Eleclion,  and  deliver  to 

"  Me 
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*<  Me  a  Certificate  of  ><v>  /*&,?»  Peers  as  have  the 
"  greateft  Number  of  Votes,  letting  afide  the  above  Lift 
u  tinned  by  ibe  Minister.— -thii &  Qt/iemforry,  isc* 
*'  as  in  the  preceding  Prcteft. 

When  the  Earl  of  Kui car  dine  fign'd  ibis  P  rot  eft,  He 
referved  to  himfelf  a  Pozver  of  making  any  farther  De- 
daraiions  of  Matters  witbm'bi.'  own  Knowledge, 
when  caiPd  upon  by  any  proper  Court,  or  Authority. 

The  Matter,  contained  in  tht  foregoing  Protefts,  is 
of  inch  infinite  Importance  to  the  very  Being  of  our 
Conftliuthn,  that  it  opens  a  very  large  Field  to  us ;  but 
the  ProUfts  themfelves  have  taken  up  fo  much  Room, 
that  We  chufe  to  poftpone  our  Remarks  upon  them,  till 
We  fee  what  is  faid  in  Juftincation  of  fuch  Proceed- 
ings} :  "• 
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To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efqt 

S  I  R, 

HE  Project  of  the  late  Exeife  Scheme  hit 
been  fo  fully  laid  open  and  exploded  in' 
your  Papers,  as  well  as  in  other  Wri- 
tings, that  at  prefent  it  feems  inperflu- 
ous  to  fay  any  Thing  more  upon  it. 
But  meeting  with  the  following  Pai- 
fage  in  the  Life  of  Cardinal  Ximenes ;  and.  it  bearing  fa 
near  a  Refemblance  to  the  other  Affair,  I  thought  pro- 
per to  fend  it  to  You  to  be  made  publick,  if  You  fhould 
approve  of  it ;  that  the  World  may  compare  the  Con- 
duel;  of  one~Minifter,  totally  difinterefted  with  Regard  to 
Himfelf,  or  Relations,  devoted  upon  all  Cccafions  to  the 
true  Interefts  of  the   People,  and  of  a  truly   noble  and 

Y  2  great 
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great  Genius,  with  That  of  Another,  whofe  greateft  Me- 
rit  is  not  to  pretend  in  fo  eminent  a  Degree  to  fome  of 
tliefe  Qualities. 

/  am,  Sir,  your  bumble  Servant ; 

H  E  Kings  of  Caftille  and  Leon,  Predeceflbrs  of 
Ijabella,  the  Catholick  Queen,  to  provide  for  the 
Expences  of  the  Waragainft  the  Moors,  had  been  obliged 
to  load  the  People  of  thofe  two  Kingdoms  with  a  great 
Number  of  Imports.     The  moll  oppreffive  of  all  was 
That   called  the  A l cabala.     It  confided  in  paying 
the  King  the  tenth  Part  of  all  Sales,  or  Exchanges.    Al- 
tho'   this  Tax   was   in   itfeif  very  oppreffive,  it  became 
much  morefo,  by  the  Rapines  and  Chicanes  of  Thole, 
who   were   charged  with   levying  of  it.     An  infinite 
Number  of  Profecutions  were  raifed  ;  the  Farmers  pre- 
tending that  They  were  defrauded  ;  that  the  Declarati- 
ons "of  the  _  Merchants  were  not  exact  \   and  theM?r- 
f bants  maintaining  the  contrary,  feveral  Regulations  had 
teen  made  hereupon  ;  but  they  had  only  ferved  to  make 
Way  for  new  Chicanes,  and  to  multiply  Suits.     To  Hop 
the  Courfe  of  Thefe,  the  Merchants  obtain'd  a  Provifion 
that  their   Oaths   mould  be  taken,  for  afcertaining  the 
Quantity,    Quality    and    Price  of  the  Merchandizes. 
This  Remedy  produced  another  Evil  ;  which  was,  that 
falfe  fweariri?  became  very  common.     As  all  Vices,  that 
are  profitable,  make  in  a  little  Time  great  Progrefs,  fo 
want  of  Honefty   pafs'd  from   Commerce  into  all  civil 
Actions,  and  the  Cuilom  of  falfe  [wearing  was  become 
io  great,  that  nothing  was  more  ordinary.  \ 

The  War  againft  the  Moors  having  been  the  Occafion, 
or  the  Pretence,  for  this  Impoft,  that  War  was  no  fooner 
ended,  than  the  People  demanded  to  be  difcharged  from 
it.  The  Affair  was  propofed  in  the  Council  of  Gonfci- 
ence,  and  afterwards  in  the  Council  of  State.  Xhnenes 
voted  Hrongly  in  both,  for  the  Suppreffion  of  the  Alca- 
bala ;  but  the  Advantage,  which  accrued  from  it  to  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  Cppofition  of  theiVW^,  the  greateit, 

£cul- 
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Part  of  whom  had  Afiignments  upon  this  Duty,  hinder'd 
the  Effect  of  his  good  Intention.  It  was  continued ; 
and  the  Abufes,  which  were  the  necefTary  Confequences 
of  it,  continued  likewife. 

Ximenes,  who  loved  the  People,  did  not  dcfift,  be- 
caufe  He  had  not  fucceeded  the  firft  Time  that  Affair 
was  propofed.  He  obtained  the  Queen's  Promife  that 
if  He  could  find  any  Expedient  for  the  Duty  of  the 
Akabala,  which  might  eafe  the  People,  and  remedy  the 
Abufes  in  it,  without  prejudicing  the  Finances,  She 
would  willingly  corrfent,  and  would  make  it  pafs  the 
Council  by  her  ablblute  Anthority,  if  it  mould  be  op- 
pofed.  Ximenes  consulted  the  Matter  with  John  Lo- 
pez, wTho  had  the  greateft  Experience  and  Knowledge 
in  Affairs  of  the  Revenue  of  any  Perfon  in  Cafiille,  and 
They  turned  this  Affair  together  in  fo  many  Shapes, 
that  at  length  They  hit  upon  the  Expedient,  which  had 
been  fo  long  fought  for. 

..  It  confiiled  in  making,  from  the  Accounts  of  the  Re- 
ceivers of  the  Akabala ,  an  exact  Computation  of  the 
Sums  total,  to  which  it  might  amount,  and  of  the  par- 
ticular Sums,  which  might  be-produced  from  what  was 
railed  upon  each  City  and  Community.  This  Com- 
putation being  made,  Ximenes  framed  his  Project.  Tt 
contain'd  that  in  each  City  all  the  Companies  of  Mer- 
chants  mould  aflembie  ;  that  every  one  mould  taxHim- 
ielf,  in  Proportion  to  his  Dealings,  in  fuch  Manner  that 
ail  theie  particular  Taxes  mould  produce  the  Sum, 
which  was  wont  to  be  raifed  ;  that  the  Mecka?ucks, 
A'tifans,  and  generally  all  the  Tradefmen  mould  do 
the  like  ;  and  as  to  what  regarded  the  other  Citizens 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  and  Country,  Thev 
might  redeem  the  Akabala  in  paying  the  Sum,  which 
ihould  be  regulated  upon  every  one,  in  Proportion  to 
their  Eftates  and  Effects  ;  and  that  it  mould  be  then 
railed,  in  a  Manner  the  leaft  buvthembme,  with  the 
Confent  of  the  Queen  and  her  SucceiTors.  This  Pro- 
ject contuiu'd  likewife  that  the  Collection  of  all  thefe 
"  .       .  Y  z  Sums 
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Sums  mould  be  made  by  the  ordinary  Receivers  and 
Comptrollers  of  the  Revenue,  with  a  fmall  Augmenta- 
tion of  Salary,  and  mould  be  paid  by  Them  immedi- 
ately into  the  pxchequer. 

It  is  certain  that,  by  the  Execution  of  this  Project, 
the  Prince's  Revenue  loft  nothing,  and  that  all  the  In- 
conveniences, which  made  the  Tax  fo  burthenfome  to 
the  People  of  Cnftille  and  Leon,  were  avoided.  The 
Merchants  were  not  obliged  to  make  exact  Declarati- 
ons, which  gave  too  great  an  Infight  into  their  Affairs  ; 
nor  expofed  to  the  Temptation  of  making  falfe  ones. 
They  were  deliver'd  from  Seizures  and  Fines,  which 
were  the  ordinary  Effects  of  real,  or  pretended  Violati- 
ons, from  the  Searches  of  their  Shops  and  Magazines, 
which  the  Officers  made  as  often  as  They  pleafed  ;  and 
in  general  from  the  Vexations  and  Oppreffions,  to  which 
They  were  every.  Day  expoied  by  the  Avarice  of  the 
Alcabalifts.  The  Citizens,  the  Mechanicks,  and  gene- 
rally all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Cities  and  Country  found 
the  fame  Advantages. 

Neverthelefs  Ximenes  did  not  Hop  there.  He  carry 'd 
his  Project  farther  ;  and  having  examined,  with  his  ufu- 
al  Exactnefs,  how  much  each  Year  the  Salaries  of  the 
Officers  amounted  to,  and  in  general  all  the  Charges  ne= 
cefTajy  in  collecting  the  Ahahala,  He  then  concluded 
that  theje  Officers  being  difcharged,  and  thefe  Expences 
retrenched,  as  it  was  in  Effect  a  Confequence  of  his  Pro-  - 
jeft,  this  Tax  might  be  reduced  fo  a  Moiety  of  what  ufed 
to  be  raifed  ;  That  is  to  fay, '  to  be  contented  with  a 
twentieth  Pari,  inilead  of  a  "tenth,  which  would  be  a 
great  Eafe  to  the  People,  without  the  leaft  Diminution 
of  the  Queen's  Re  venue?. 

John  Lopez  was  of  Opinion  that  He  mould  content 
himfelfwith  the  m-fl  Part  of  his  Project,  and  that  Things 
-ought  not  to  be  carry 'd  farther;  but  Ximenes,  who  paf- 
iionately  wiih'd  that  the  People  might  be  eafed,  to  make 
Them  his  own,  maintained  the  contrary.  He  contend-- 
ed  that  it   was  a  "necciiary  Conference  of  his  Project, 

lhac 
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that  the  Duty,  which  They  were  confidering,  could 
not  be  augmented-  for  any  Realbn  whatfoever  ;  that 
otherwife  They  would  inevitably  fall  again  into  the 
fame  Inconveniencies  and  Vexations,  which  They  were 
endeavouring  to  avoid  ;  that  it  was  the  infallible  Means 
of  making  Commerce,  Trade  and  Arts  to  flourifh,  and 
of  inducing  the  Inhabitants  to  cultivate  their  Land  well, 
and  to  improve  and  inclofe  Thofe,  which  were  unculti- 
vated ;  lince,  for  the  future,  They  would  only  labour 
upon  their  own  Account,  and  not  be  obliged  to  divide 
the  Profits  of  the  Improvements  They  fhould  make,  In 
iine,  He  added  that  if  the  Revenues  feem'd  to  lofe  any 
Thing,  by  fixing  the  Alcabala,  it  was  compenfated  by 
her  Catholick  Majefty's  Declaration,  that  it  could  not 
be  diminifh'd ;  fo  that  if  She  did  not  find  her  Account 
by  the  Augmentation  of  Commerce,  and  of  the  other 
Things,  upon  which  that  Impoft  had  been  laid,  She 
would  like  wife  lofe  nothing  by  any  Diminution,  that 
might  happen. 

The  Project  being  thus  fettled,  it  was  propofed  in 
Council  a  few  Days  after.  The  Dukes  of  Alva  and  In- 
fantado  had  not  the  fame  Complaifance  for  it,  that  ma- 
ny of  Ximene$\  Partifans  had  ;  whether  it  were  that, 
being  Enemies  in  particular  to  Him,  They  took  a  Plea- 
fure  in  oppoling  Him  ;  or  whether  in  Effect  their  true 
Sentiments  were  fuch.  They  reprefented  that  all  Inno- 
vations in  Matters  of  Government  were  dangerous ;  that 
Cuftom  and  Ufage  were  all  and  all  amongft  the  People ; 
that  They  had  been  no  lefs  accuftom'd  to  the  Manner, 
in  which  the  A/cabala  had  been  collected  for  (o  long  a 
Time,  than  to  the^Afcabala  itfelf ;  that  it  was  not  ad- 
vantageous for  a  State,  that  the  People  mould  be  rich  ; 
which  ferved  only  to  make  Them  bold  and  enterpriz- 
ing;  that  if  They  were  once  indulged  to  have  their 
'  Requell  granted,  the  Council  muft  expedt.  to  be  daily 
importuned  with  new  ones  ;  that  one  Demand  obtained 
makes  Way  for  another,  and  that  They  would  never  be 
content  until  all  the  Duties  mould  be  either  difcharged, 

Of 
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or  diminihVd,  to  the  the  great  Prejudice  of  her  MajeftyTs 
Revenue. 

Ximenes,  in  Anfwer  to  thefe  Objections,  and  fome  o- 
thers  of  lefs  Weight,  reply 'd  They  could  not  deny 
that  Sovereigns  were  bound  to  do  Juftice  to  their  Sub- 
jects j  that  one  Part  of  that  Juftice,  which  was  moil  in- 
conteftably  due  to  Them,  confided  in  keeping  the  Pro- 
mifes  made  to  Them  ',  that  all  the  World  knew  that  the 
Kings,  her  Majefty's  PredeceiTors,  had  pofitively  pro- 
mifed  to  fupprefs  this  Impofi  now  in  Queftion,  whenever 
the  War  again  ft  the  Moors  mould  be  ended  ;  that,  ex- 
actly to  fulfil  this  Promife,  They  could  do  no  lefs  than 
entirely  fupprefs  the  Alcabala  ;  neverthelefs  That  wa^far 
from  what  was  propofed,  but  only  to  moderate  it,  and  to 
procure  the  collecting  of  it  in  a  Manner,  that  mould  not 
be  any  Prejudice  to  the  ^ueetPs  Revenue  ;  that  They 
could  do  no  lefs  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture,  when  the 
People  were  quite  drain'd  ;  that  it  was  but  juft  They 
mould  receive  fome  Advantage  from  the  Peace  ;  and 
that  nothing  lefs  could  be  done  for  Them  than  what  was 
propofed. 

The  Project  being  approved  by  the  Pluralilty  of  Votes 
in  the  Council,  the  Queen  order 'd  it  mould  be  execut- 
ed, without  any  Alteration;  and  that  a  Declaration  mould 
be  immediately  made  of  it,  in  Form  of  a  perpetual  E- 
dict. 

Ximenes  obtained  from  this  great  Affair  That,  which 
He  had  propofed  to  Himfelf;  I  mean,  the  Affections  of 
the  inferior  Gentry,  the  Merchants,  the  Citizens,  the 
Mechanicks,  and  generally  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Towns  and  Country  ;  who  forever  afterwards  declared 
ftrongly  for  Him  on  all  Occaiions,  where  He  was 
attack'd. 

There  were  Deputations  made  from  all  Parts  to  give 
Him  Thanks,  though  He  would  receive  none  of  Them, 
hut  fent  the  Deputies  to  the  Queen,  alluring  Them  that  ■ 
They  were  only  indebted   to  the  Goodneis  of  her  nteje- " 
fty  for  the  Favour,  which  She  had  granted  Them. 

He 
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He  refuted,  with  the  fame  Generality,  the  Prefents, 
which  the  Deputies  were  order'd  to  make  Him  ;  add- 
ing, with  that  Grandeur  of  Soul,  which  was  fo  natu- 
ral to  Him,  that  a  juft  Action  carried  with  itfelfita 
own  Reward,  and  that  rhe  Arch-Bifhoprick  of  Toledo 
was  rich  enough  to  ferve  the  State,  without  Hope  of 
Profit,  or  Reward.  R. 
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li§^enever  ^e  Court-TFriters  are  defeated 
§P^gg|j|  in  an  Argument,  (which  is  very  far 
from  being  an  uncommon  Cafe)  They 
conftantly  refort  to  the  facular  Arm', 
and,  having  fou fed  Themfelvcs  over  Head 
and  Ears  in  Absurdities,  They  call  upon 
their  Patron  to  defend  Them  from  the  Triumphs  of 
their  Adverfaries.  This,  I  muff,  confefs,  feems  reafon- 
able  enough  between  a  Minifter  and  his  Advocates, 
iinc'e  one  good  Turn  deferves  another ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  odd  Way  of  deciding  Centra verfies,  and 
was  entirely  unknown  to  the  antient  Logicians.  I  can 
compare  it  to  nothing  but  a  Man's  challenging  out  ano- 
ther to  fight  Him,  and  taking  Care  to  have  a-Friend  be- 
hind an  Hedge  with  a  Blunderbufs  in  his  Hand,  to  fe- 
cure  Him  againft  all  Events. 

The  public k  will  eafily  recoiled!  feveral  Inftances  of 
this  new-fafhion'd  Method  of  Difputation,  during  the 
Courfe  of  oiir  political  Warfare  ;  but,  without  troubling 
Them  to  look  backward?,  We  have  an  Example  of  it 
now  before  our  Eyes ;  for  thefe  modeft  Scribes  having  be- 
gun to  triumph  on  their  Succefs  in  the  late  Elections, 
and  aliened   very  dogmatically   that   the  Senfe  of  the 

People 
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People  had  declared  itfelf  on  their  Side,  We  thought  ic 
incumbent  upon  us  to  examine  that  Matter ;  and  have, 
I  think,  demonftratively  proved  the  contrary ,  Nay, 
our  Arguments  have  had  fo  much  Force  on  ibefk  Gen- 
tlemen themfelves,  that  They  are  manifeftiy  Tick  of  the 
Enquiry,  and  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  it,  by  roaring  cut 
again  for  Profecutiens.  But  We  mail  purfue  our  De- 
fign,  in  Contempt  of  all  fuch  mean  Arts,  and  compleat 
the  Explanation  of  a  Subjecl,  which  is  of  the  utmdt 
Importance  to  the  whole  Nation,  at  this  Time.  One: 
Laws,  our  Liberties,  our  Constitution,  and  the  very 
Being  of  a  free  People  depend  upon  it. 

1  Ihall  not  however  throw  away  any  Remarks  on  that 
numerous  Fry  of  Scribblers,  who  are  quarter'd  in  mo& 
of  the  common  Papers  ;  and  are- very  fcurrilous  for  no 
other  Reafon  than  becaufe  They  find  Themfelves  be- 
neath our  Notice.  Let  Them  rail  on,  without  Inter- 
ruption ;  for  I  fly  at  a  much  nobler  Game,  and  have  the 
Honour  to  be  engaged,  at  prelent,  with  two  famous 
Champio?is  in  the  fame  Caufe,  who  are  not  only  in  the 
Psy,  but  the  Confidence  and  Intimacy  of  their  Patron* 
Every  Body  will  immediately  perceive  that  I  mean  the 
learned  Madam  Osborne,  and  the  polite  Francis  Wal- 
Jingham,  Efq.  Hois  illuftrious  Pair  of  Writers,  to  whom 
I  mail  always  pay  the  greatefl  Deference,  are  pleafed  to 
be  very  angry  with  .Me  for  my  late  Dilcouries,  and  even 
to  call  Me  very  hard  Names.  As  for  my  good  old  Gran- 
ny, I  am  not  much  furprized  at  Her ;  becaufe  I  know 
old  Women  are  apt  to  be  frovvard,  and  impatient  of  Con- 
tradiction ;  efpecially,  when  They  happen  to  be  in  the 
Wrong.  But  the  young  Squire  is  known  to  be  fo  fine 
and  well-bred  a  Gentleman,  that  I  cannot  help  wonder- 
ing at  fome  Exprefhons,  w7hich  have  lately  fallen  from 
his  Pen,  without  any  Provocation  ;  for  I  will  leave  the 
World  to  judge  whether  I  did  not  treat  Him  with  the 
utmoft  Decency  and  Refpect  even  in  that  very  Paper, 
wiiicn  hath  put  Him  into  fo  much  Wrath.  I  have  obier- 
ved,  indeed,  that  all  our  great  Men  are  grown  very  tender 

and 


|S(Q     4l8.       fkCRAFTSMAN,         2.6$ 

and  touchy  of  late.  Perhaps,  fomething  may  gall  Them 
more  than  ordinary.  If  fo,  I  can  only  pity  Them,  and 
promife  that  whenever  I  find  Myfelf  obliged  to  differ 
from  Them  in  Sentiments,  I  mail  always  do  it  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  becomes  a  private  Man  towards  his  Superiors. 
This  muft  be  my  Apology  for  the  following  Remarks 
on  the  two  great  Writers  before-mention'd.  I  fhall 
therefore  proceed  to  the  Point ;  and,  for  the  Sake  of 
good  Manners,  will  begin  with  the  Lady. 

When  thisDifpute  was  firif.  ftarted,  the  Queftion  was, 
on  which  Side  the  Sense   of  the  People   had  de- 
clared itfelf  at  the  late  Eleclwis  1  That  is,   for  the 
Court,  or  the  Country   Party.     Mrs.  Osborne 
and  her  Confederates  afcribed  it  to  the  former,  from  a 
Computation  of  the  Returns  ;  which  would  have  been 
.proper  enough,  if  the  Point  in  Debate  had  turn'd  upon 
the  Majority  within  Doors  ;  but  it  is  certainly  very  little 
to  the  Purpofe  in   our  prelent  Difpute,  concerning  the 
Senfe  of  the  People  without.     In  order  to  fee  this  Affair 
in  a  clear  Light,  I   made  a  Diftinction  between  the 
Members  for  little  Boroughs,  and  the  Knights    of  the 
Shires  ;  for  though  our  Conititution  hath  given  the  for- 
mer as  good  a  Right  to  fit  in  Parliament  as  the  latter, 
it  does  not  follow  that  They  are  equally  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Peo  p  le  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  exactly,  the  Senfe  of 
the  People  cannot  be  fo  truly  collected  from  the  Per  Jons, 
whom  They  chufe.     This  Proportion   is  fo  evident,, 
that  it  cannot  be  denied,  with  any  Regard  to  Truth,  or 
common  Decency.     Will  any  Man,  for  Inftance,  pre- 
tend to  affirm  that  We  may  form  as  good  a  Judgment  of 
the  Senfe  of  the  Popk  ^Wiltshire,  from  the  Choice 
of  Members  for  Old  Sa rum,   and   feveral   other  Bo- 
roughs in  that  County,  as  from  the  Eledion  of  Knights 
•of  the  Shire  ?  The  fame  Queftion  may  be  ask'd,  with 
Refpect  to   moit  other  Counties,    which  abound  with 
little   Boroughs*,    efpecially    on  the  Sea-Coaits.     Mrs. 
■Osborne  therefore  had  nothing  to  do,  in  that  Cafe,  but  to 
abufe  the  Freeholders  of  England  in  a  Lump  ;  which  She 
.hath  done  very  liberally,  as  well  as  the  Country  Gentle- 
men 
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men  and  Clergymen,  with  but  very  little  Difcrimination  ; 
for  She  compliments  the  firji  with  the  Appellation  of 
gaping  Country  Fellows,  who  are  almoft  as  ig- 
norant ef  all  political  Knowledge  as  the  Beasts  They 
rid  on;  nor  are  their  several  Leaders,  fays  She, 
very  much  above  Them.  In  another  Place,  They  are  cali'd 
the  Mob,  with  oaken  Boughs  in  their  Hats,  and  so 
Ideas  in  their  Heads  ;  and  juft  afterwards  They  are 
{tiled  a  Parcel  of  ignorant  Fellows,  drunk  with  Sounds, 

Brandy,  and  old  Beer. What  a  fine  Character  hath 

our  Authorefs  here  drawn  of  the  Country  Gentlemen, 
Clergymen  and  Briti/h  Freeholders  ;  and  how  exactly 
doth  it  agree  with  the  late  pathetick  Addrefles  to  Them, 
from  the  fame  Quarter,  in  Favour  of  the  Salt-Tax 
and  the  Excise  ?  But  of  all  thefe  candid  Reflections  on 
the  Freeholders  of  Great-Britain,  I  wonder  how  Mrs. 
Osborne  came  to  think  of  charging  Them  with  Want  of 
Ideas  \  fince  She  cannot  forget  that  a  certain  old  Gen- 
tlewcman  of  her  Acquaintance  lies  under  the  fame  Im- 
putation herfelf ;  and  that  her  whole  Stock  of  Ideas, 
upon  the  highe ft  Computation,  never  amounted  to  a- 
bove  the  Number fifteen  ;  though  She  hath  had  the  Ad- 
vantage of  enlightening  her  Mind  in  this  learned  Town, 
for  feveral  Years,  and  improving  her  natural  Under/land- 
ing by  Reading  and  general  Conversation; 
which  have  render'd  Her,  according  to  her  own  modeft 
Account,  fo  agreeable  a  Companion. 

Having  thus  proved  the  Incapacity  of  all  People  in  the 
Country  to  judge  of  Politicks,  She  draws  the  following 
Inference.  \Tis  no  Wonder  therefore  that  the  gaping 
Country  Fellows,  whofe  Minds  are  a  meer  Blank,  or  ab- 
folute  Void,  pould  greedily  [wallow  all  the  political  Scan- 
JalretaiTdto  Them  by  their  Jacobite  Leaders  from 

the  Craftsman   and   other  Papers. This   is  an 

home  Thru  ft  upon  Us,  and  hardly  to  be  parry  "d.  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  fince  Mrs.Osborne  hath  difcoveiM 
tuch  an  abi'.hie  Vacuum  in  all  rural  Minds,  it  feems 
very  aftoniihing  that  They   mould  not  be  as  fufceptible' 

of 
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of  thofe  wholefome  Doctrines,  which  are  fo  regularly 
convey'd  to  Them  by  miniflerial  Authority,  as  of  the 
political  Scandal  retailed  to  Them  in  the  Craftfman  and 
ether  Papers. But  to  proceed. 

If  the  Senfe  of  the  People  is  to  be  determined  only  by 
Men  of  Senfe,  according  to  Mrs.  Osborne1?,  identical  Way 
of  Reafoning,  I  am  afraid  This  will  occafion  new  Dis- 
putes ;  for  though  every  Man  is  apt  to  be  wife  in  his 
own  Conceit,  very  few  are  fo  in  the  Opinion  of  others ; 
fo  that  I  cannot  fee  how  this  Point  can  be  decided, 
without  a  general  Scrutiny  into  the  Intellects  of  the  Na- 
tion ;  which  would,  I  dare  fay,  take  up  more  Time  than 
even  the  Yorkshire  Scrutiny  itfelf,  and  perhaps 
leave  us  in  the  Dark  at  laft. 

Our  good  Mother,  indeed,  ha  h  pointed  out  a  Me- 
thod, which  would  icon  put  an  End  to  this  Difpute,  and 
may  be  properly  cali'd  a  Jhort  JVay  with  the  Male- 
contents;  for  She  hath  not  only  excluded  all  the 
Bymp$fnfy  Country  Gentlemen,  Clergy  and  Freeholders 
pat  of  her  Commonwealth,  but  likewife  allPapifs,  J"a- 
cob:ie:,  Tories,  and  Whigs  run  mad  ;  That  is,  all  JVhigs, 
who  have  not  the  Grace  to  difcover  and  applaud  the  ex- 
cellent Conduct,  of  her  Patron-,  fo  that  no  Perfons 
ought  to  be  ajlovvM  as  Judges  in  this  Affair,  or  to  de- 
termine the  Senfe  of  the  People,  but  Place-men,  Penji- 
'oners,  Hopers,  and  other  Dependents,  of  what  Kind 
foever,  on  Men  in  Power. 

I  muft  confefs,  This  is  new  Doctrine  to  Me  J  for  I 
Always    thought    that   the   Word  People  comprehended 
every  Individual    in    the  whole    Kingdom,   from    the 
highclt  to   the  lowefc;  and'  though  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Legilkture   hath  thought    ft  to  confine  the  Election  of 
Parliament-Men  to    the  Freeholders,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gejfes,  for  the  Sake   of  Convenience  and  publick  Quiet, 
I  never  apprehended  that  the  Reit.  of  the  Nation  was  ex- 
cluded from  all  Concern  about  publick  Affairs.     There 
are  Multitudes  of  People,  who  have  very  large  Proper- 
tics  in  the  Funds,  or  other  Securities,  which  give  Them 
Vol.    XII.  Z  no 
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no  Right  to  vote  for  any  County,  City  or  Borough  ; 
but  will  Mrs.  Osborne  pretend  to  fay  that  They  have 
nothing  to  do  in  Matters  of  Government,  or  that  their 
Sentiments  ought  not  to  be  regarded?  Queen  Eliza* 
beths  Minifter -was  of  another  Opinion,  if  we  may  give 
Credit  to  the  Spectator,  who  tells  us  that  He  had  all 
Manner  of  'Books  and  Ballads  brought  to  Him,  of  what 
Kind  fo ever,  and  took  great  Notice  hozu  they  were  received 
by  the  People  \  upon  which  He  would,  and  certainly  very 
well  might,  judge  of  their  prefent  Difpofitions,  and  the 
moft  proper  Way  of  applying  them  accerding  to  his  own 
Purpcfes., 

Mr.  Rapin  Teems  to  be  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  this 
tldfaJhiorHd  Minifter  ;  for,  in  his  Account  of  the  Reign 
of  Richard  the  2d,  He  makes  the  following  Obfervation, 
which  I  verily  believe  He  did  not  intend  for  a  Libel 

upon  the  prefent  Times. — • For  fome  Time,  fays  He, 

■five  or  six  hundred  Persons,  who  compofed  the 
Parliament,  and  som e  Hundreds  of  Magis- 
trate s  in  the  Towns  and'  Counties  may  feem  to  ?nake 
^Body  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Rest  he  reckon 'd 
as  nothifig ;  but  the  Time  comes,  when  every  fmgle  Perfon 
muft  be  taken  into  the  Account ;  and  then  the  Number 
of  Thofe,  who  are  in  Places,  is  infinitely  fm all,  in  Com- 
parifon  to  the  Reft  of  the  Nation.  D. 


SATURDAY 
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Shall  now  proceeed  to  fbme  Remarks 
on  the  courtly  Mr.  Walfingham,  who 
hath  likewiie  obliged  us  with  two  or 
three  Papers  on  the  late  E  left  ions,  and 
the  Senfe  of  the  People. 
This  modefl  Ge?itle?nan  feldom  takes 
his  Pen  in  his  Hand,  without  fome  preliminary  Decla- 
ration of  his  great  Candour  and  Humanity  ;  which  have 
diicover'd  themselves  fo  evidently  in  all  his  Writing?, 
that  it  ieems  almoft  fuperfiuous  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
them.  Nor  hath  this  Goodnefs  of  Heart  flow'd  out  only 
towards  Kings,  Princes,  and  Miniflers  of  State,  who 
have  the  Happinefs  to  be  taken  under  his  Protection  ; 
but  hath  likewife  extended  itfelf  to  Thofe,  who  have  had 
the  Rafnnefs  to  incur  his  Difpleafure,  by  prefuming  to 
cenfure,  or  oppofe  the  Conduct  of  his  Patron.  It  would 
be  eafy  to  produce  feveral  Inilances  of  Noblemen,  Privy- 
Counjellors,  Members  of  Parliament,  Lord  Mayors,  Al- 
dermen, Common-Council  Men,  and  Others,  who  have 
experienced  the  utmoft  Generofity  of  Mind  from  Mr. 
Walfifigbam,  even  whilft  He  was  employing  the  whole 
Force  of  his  Genius  in  expoling  their  Deligns,  and  de- 
feating their  Attempts.  But  it  is  quite  unneceffary  to  give 
Myfelf,  or  the  Publick,  any  Trouble  of  that  Kind,  or  to 
repeat  Things,  which  are  fo  freih  in  every  Body's  Me- 
mory. 

I  am,  indeed,  Myfelf  an  unfortunate  Exception  to 
this  general  Rule,  and  having  lately  provoked  Mr. 
Waljlngham  beyond  all  Patience,  by  explaining  a  Cha-* 
racier  in  one  of  his  Papers,  which  I  apprehended  to  be 
drawn  for  his  Patron  ;  nor  hath  He,  indeed,  denied  it; 

Z  2  but 
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but  is  very  angry  with  Me  for  finding  Fault  with  an 
Expreilion  or  two  in  that,  fine  Piece  of  Painting,  where 
Ke  calls  the  Gentleman,  whom  He  was  drawing,  Fa^  j 
ther  of  the  People,  and  Guardian  of  their 
Happiness,  I  took  the  Liberty  to  exprefs  my  Opi- 
nion thzt  fuch  Appellations  do  not  properly  belong  to  any 
Suhjeffi,  but  have  always  been  attributed  to  the  So- 
vereign. Upon  This,  Mr.  Walfingham  ftates  the  Cafe  in 
very  different  Terms,  and  then  charges  Me  with  paltry 
petty-fogging  Knavery, fir  fagging  in  the  Name  ojFMajes?. 
ty  by  Violence  en  this  important  Qccafon.  Now,  for' 
my  Part,  I  cannot  lee  any  Violence  in  the  Cafe.  The 
Remark- was  obvious,  and  immediately  occur'd  to  feve* 
ral  Gentlemen,  who  happen'd  to  take  up  his  Paper  as 
Well  as  Myfelf.  Bat,  for  Godfake,  why  Petty-fog- 
ging Knavery,  of  all  the  ExprefTions  in  the  World? 
There  is  feme  Difcretion  required  even  in  the  Choice  of 
Epithets  ;  and,  methinks,  ib  judicious  a  Writer  as  Ivlr. 
JValfinghan  mould  have  run  over  his  whole  Vocabulary, 
on  this  important  Occaficn,  rather  than  make  life  of  one 
fe  improper  ;  for  the  Word  Petty-figging  hath  the  fame 
EfTe-cl:  out  of  his  Mouth,  as  Mrs.  Qsborne\  Want  of 
I  Li  e  a  s . 

The  young  Gentleman  is  fo  much  nettled  at  my  Re- 
marks on  this  Part  of  his  Paper,  that  He  proceeds  to 
vindicate  Kimfelfin  the  following  Manner. 

"  It  hath  ever  been  ailow'd,  in  a  popular  Way  of 
"  writing,  to  fpeak  of  Patriots,  zvApublick  BcnefaBorsf 
e(  as  Fathers  and  Guardians  of  the  People.  'Twas  the 
">  antiemfenatoriai  Appellation  ;  and  jealous  as  Princes 
61  are  of  Dignity,  not  one  of  the  Roman  Emperors  ever 
*'.  deny'd  it  to  the  Senate,  but  ufed  it  Themieives  to  the 
"  Members  of  that,  venerable  Body. 

I|lts  certainlv  true  that  the  Title  of  Fathers  was  al- 
ways.givento.the  Reman  Senate  ;  and  that  publick  Bene-': 
factors  were  frequently  diflinguim  \J,  in  the  fame  Man- , 
ner,  with  the  Appellation  o\P aires  Fairies,  or  Fathers' 
sf  their  Country,     But  what  is, This  to  the  Purpofe  ?  Is 

there 
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there  no  Difference  between  a  CommQnwealtb  and  a 
Monarchy,  even  a  limited  Monarchy!'  I  am  fure  Mr. 
Walfingham  and  his  AJJociates  were  very  fevere  upon 
Me,  lbme  Time  ago,  for  calling  our  Government  a  Sort 
of  regal  Commonwealth,  and  conftrued  it  into 
a  Defign  of  overturning  the  Conftitution.  I  muft  lifce- 
wife  put  this  Gentleman  in  mind  that  there  was  not  a 
more  common  Expreffion  amongft  the  old  Romans  than 
the  Majefly  of  the  People  ;  and  yet  if  I  fhould  exprefly  ■ 
apply  it  to  the Britijh  People,  or  even  by  way  of  Allufion 
only,  I  am  confident  that  He  would  immediately  re- 
new the  Cry  of  Republic  anifm,  and  gravely  undertake 
to  prove  that  it  was  flripping  the  King  of  the  facred 
Robes  of  Majefly,  and  clapping  them  on  the  Back  of  the 
People. 

It  is  like  wife  true,  as  Mr.  Walfingham  obferves,  that 
the  Roman  Emperors  never  denied  the  Appellation  of  Fa- 
thers to  the  Senate.  But  if  He  will  give  Himielf  the 
Trouble  to  confult  Tacitus,  Machiavel,  or  aboft  any 
Writer  upon  the  Reign  of  thofe  Emperors,  He  will  find 
thatThey  continued  the  Senate  itfelf  for  no  other  Reafon 
than  to  cheat  the  People  out  of  their  Liberty,  and  cany- 
on their  new-invented  Tyranny  under  old  Names.  Propr'i- 
um  id  Tib  erio  fuit,  fays  Tacitus,  feeler  a  nuper  reperta 
prifcis  verbis  obtegere.  Since  it  was  therefore  their  Inte- 
reft  to  maintain  the  Form  of  a  Senate,  in  order  tofcreen 
and  authorize  their  wicked  Practices  ;  who  can  wonder 
thatThey  mould  Hkewife  continue  the  old  Appellation  > 
for  the  fame  Purpofe  ?  It  wrould  have  been  too  barefaced 
in  the  worll  of  thofe  Monfters  to  have  call'd  the  Senate 
a  Parcel  of  Tools  and  Bubbles,  as  They  really  were 
Nay,  it  is  remarkable  that  Tiberius,  as  the  fame  Hiftori- 
an  informs  us,  was  fo  cautious  of  difcovering  his  Deiigns, 
and  ftirrmg  up  Jealoufy,  that  He  refufed  the  Title  of 
Father  of  his  Country,  though  often  preiVd  by  the 
People  to  accept  of  it.  Nomen  Pat  r  is  Pa  true  Ti- 
berius ^  a  Populo  fapius  ingeflum,  repudiavit, 

Z  3  But 
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But  a  Kmg  of  Great-Britain  is,  properly  fpeaking, 
the  Father  of  bis  People,  being  intended  as  fuch  by  our 
Conftitution ;  and  it  being  one  of  his  moft  endearing 
Appellations,  We  are  often  addrefs'd  in  this  Style  from 
the  Throne  itfeif.  I  mull  therefore  leave  the  World 
to  judge;  whether  Mr.  Walfinghamh  Application  of  it 
was  not  improper,  at  lean1  ;  and  whether  He  might  not 
as  well  have  complimented  his  Patron  with  the  Title 
of  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Thus  much  concerning  our  minifterial  Step-Father  ; 
For  I  am  ffill  willing  to  give  Him  that  Title,  and  mall 

always  pay  Him  the  Duty,  which  belongs  to  it.- . 

Let  us  now   proceed  to  his  Advocate's  Observations  on 
the  late  Eleftions  and  Scnfe  of  the  People, 

Mr.  Walfingham  feems  to  prevaricate  a  little  upon 
this  Subject ;  for  in  his  late  Satire  againit  Popularity, 
He  plainly  gave  up  the  Senfe  of  (he  People,  by  acknow- 
ledging, without  any  Referve,  that  it  is  not  the  Lofs  of 
a  single  Contest,  which  is  to  be  confideSdas  the 
real  Grievance.  "The  Example,  faid  He,  is  of  a  gene- 
ral  Nature.  But  finding  this  Concefiion  turnM 
ilrongly  againft  Him,  and  having,  perhaps,  received  a 
gentle  Reprimand  for  it,  He  began  to  draw  back  again, 
and  imitate  his  old  Sifter  Osborne,  by  diftinguifhing  be- 
tween the  Voice  of  the  People  and  the  'Senfe  of  the  People ; 
one  of  which  He  calls  popular  Witchcraft  and  (he  Hal- 
loo of  the  Mob-,  whereas  He  gives  us  to  underftand  that 
the  other  refides  in  the  Head,  arid  never  breaks  forth  into 
any  publick  Manifeilations.  He  likewife concurs  with 
the  fame  learned  Lady  in  Opinion,  that  thefe  Men  of 
filent  Senfe  are  all  on  the  Court-Side,  and  fiom  thence 
concludes  that  it  is  ridiculous  for  us  to  infill  on  the  noify 
Voice  of  the  People.  In  fhort,  They  have  bandy'd  thefe 
plain  Words  backwards  and  forwards  fo  long,  in  order 
to  recover  the  late  Difgrace  of  their  Patron,  that  I  verily 
believe  they  don't  know  what  They  mean  Tiemfehes 
by  the  Senfe  cf  the  People  ;  unleis  it  be  the  Senfe  of 
People  in  Fl aces. 

As 
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As  for  the  Counties  and  great  trading  Towns,  which 
have  proved  very  undutiful  to  our  ?ninijierial  Papa, 
They  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay  but  that  tbefe  Elections 
have  been  carried  by  popular  Violence,  bad  Pollers,  and 
other  illegal  Practices,  For  this  Reafon,  Mr.  Walfing- 
ham  hath  feconded  his  Invectives  againft  Popularity  with 
a  learned  Apology  for  Weeding,  and  modeftly  allures  us 
that  all  the  corrupt  Influence  at  the  late  Elections,  as 
well  as  falfe  Returns,  will  appear  on  the  Country  Side  ; 
which  makes  Them  fo  much  afraid  of  any  Enquiry. 

Now  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  as  to  the  firfl  Part  of 
this  Charge,  that  there  never  was  a  ge?ieral  Elefiien  in 
this  Kingdom  attended  with  lefs  Rioting  than  That, 
which  is  lately  over.  We  have  fcarcely  heard  of  fo  much 
as  a  broken  Head  upon  this  Occafion,  or  of  any  At- 
tempts towards  popular  Violence  ;  though  there  was  fuf- 
ficient  Provocation  given  for  it,  on  the  Court-Side,  in 
feveral  Places ;  but  the  People  happen'd  to  be  apprized 
of  their  Deflgns,  and  therefore  very  wifely  reftrain'd 
Themfelves. 

As  to  Corruption  and  undue  Influence,  it  feems  very 
extraordinary  that  Thofe  mould  be  moll  culpable  in  this 
Refpeft,  whoareleaft  able  to  iupport  the  Expence;  and 
that  Thofe,  who  are  fo  liberally  endow'd  with  Confi- 
dence and  Credit,  fnould  keep  their  Fingers  intirely  un- 
dented. This  will  certainly  be  a  Proof  of  great  Self- 
Denial,  and  mufl  be  allow' d  fomewhat  unufual  in  Mea 
of  their  Completion.  But  Mr.  Walfnigbam  feems  to 
be  aware  that  this  Charge  will  not  hold  good,  upon 
Enquiry,  ar.d  therefore  endeavours  to  confound  the 
natural,  honeft  Influence  of  Country  Gentlemen,  which 
haih  never  been  calfd  in  Queilion,  with  that  corrupt, 
rilinflerial  Influence,  which  hath  occafion'd  {q  many 
.  Complaints,  in  all  Ages,  and  is  made  punifhable  by  io 
many  Laws.  Whatever  Mr.  Wtdjingbam  may  appre- 
hend, there  certainly  is  a  very  wide  DiiTerence  between 
the  ordinary  Struggles  of  private  Gentlemen  againft.  each 
ether,  (even  fuppoiing  feme   undue  Influin:e  ihould  be 

ufed,) 


%y2         The  Craftsman.    N°  41$, 

uSed,)  and  the  corrupt  Application  of  fublick  Money ; 
for,  in  one  Cafe,  Gentlemen  of  the  beft  Efiates  and  Inte- 
reft  in  their  Country  would  be  generally  chofen  ;  but, 
in  the  other,  a  Parcel  of  little  Upftarts  might  be  fent 
down,  to  browbeat  and  exclude  the  worthier!;  Families 
in  the  Kingdom.  I  take  This  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
ReaSons  for  laying  fuch  Reftraints  upon  Bribery  in  E- 
leclions ;  becaufe  if  Money  was  allow'd  to  be  Spent,  up- 
on thefe  Occafions,  it  would  let  Tbofe  into  our  Contefb, 
who  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  in  them,  and  even 
give  Them  an  Opportunity  of  chufing  what  Parliament 
They  pleafe.  This,  I  fay,  hath  always  been  efteem'd 
the  great  Grievance,  and  what  our  Anceitors,  as  well- 
as  the  prefent  Generation,  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to1 
redrefs. 

As  to  bad  Toilers  and  falfe  Returns,  I  heartily  wifh 
that  they  may  be  all  fet  afide,  without  any  Regard  to 
"Parties,  or  Per  fans  whatfoever  ;  for  I  cannot  agree  with 
Mr.  Walfingbam  that  the  bare  Name  of  a  Tory  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  Reafon  to  thruft  a  Man  out  of  his  Seat  in  Parlia- 
ment;  or  that  even  their  Number  ought  to  pafs  for  a 
Proof  of  i\iQ\r  falfe,  corrupt  and  illegal  Elections. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  the  Country  Party  have  no 
Reafon  to  be  afraid  of  a  fair  Enquiry,  and  defire  nothing 
more  than  an  impartial  Determination  of  all  their  Dis- 
putes with  the  other  Side.  This  may  be  juixly  expec- 
ted from  our  prefent  Reprefentatives,  notwithstanding. 
Mr.  Walfivgbani's  Infinuations  to  the  contrary  ;  and  it' 
the  Sense  of  Parliament,  in  other  Refpe&s,  mould 
appear  on  bis  Side,  as  He  feems  to  promife  Himrelf  it 
will  be  a  plain  Sign  that  the  Court  does  not  want  any 
new  Accemon  of  Power,  to  Strengthen  its- Hands  againfl 
the  Country  Inter  eft. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  is  properto  takefome  Notice  of 
thofe  Complaints,  which  are  perpetually  thrown  out  a- 
guinit  us  by  Walfingbam  and  Osborne,  for  Setting  up  a 
Country  Party,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Court.  My  An- 
fweris,  that  it  was  nor  originally  Set  up  by  Us,  bu#'by 

Tbofey 
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Ihofe,  whore  Conducl  for  feveral  Years  pail  made  it  al> 
folutely  neceffary. — To  This  it  is  reply 'd,  that  the  In- 
tereji  of  Court  and  Country  is  the  fame.  I  fay  fo  too  ; 
but  Minifters  are  apt  to  be  of  another  Opinion,  and 
when  They  have   created   the  Difference,  grow  angry 

with  the Diftintlion. — -Laflly,   it  is  added,  that  fucb 

DiftirJiions  tend  to  alienate  the  People's  Affections 
from  their  Prince,  and  render  Them  uneafy  under  his 
Government.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  fome  Truth  in 
This ;  and  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  it  is  a  very  wicked 
Thing  to  rob  a  good  Prince  of  his  flronge'l  Support.  But 
if  the  belt  King  upon  Earth  mould  happen  to  be  curfed 
with  a  defperate  Minijfer,  who  is  driving  every  Thing 
to  Ruin  ;  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Befides,  I  mufi  put  the/6 
Worthy  Writers  and  their  Patron  in  mind  that  there  is 
another.  Practice  as  wicked  as  the  former  ,*  I  mean  alie- 
nating the  Prince's  Ajfellion  from  his  People,  for 
whole  Good  all  Government  was  originally  founded . 
There  is  a  very  juil  Obfervation  on  this  Subject  in  one 
of  the  Per/an  Letters,  with  which  I  mail  conclude. — 
It  relates  to  the  Death  of  Baron  Goerts,  Prime-Minifter 
to  the  late  King  of  Sweden. 

"  Re  was  accufed,  fays  the  Author,  of  a  very  high 
"  Crime;  namely  calumniating  the  Nation,  and  creat- 
"  ing  in  the  King  a  Diffidence  of  his  People  ;"  an  Of- 
"  fence,  in  my  Opinion,  worthy  of  a  thoufand  .Deaths. 
"  For,  in  fiiort,  if  it  is  an  ill  Action  to  blacken,  in  the 
et  Mind  of  one's  Prince,  the  lowest  cf  his  Subjecls, 
(i  what  is  it  to  traduce  a  whole  People,  and  rob 
45  Them  of  the  Goodwill  of  Him,  whom  Providence 
"  hath  fet  up  to  make  Them  happy  ?  D. 


Postscript. 

'Y  dear  old  Friend  Mrs.  Osborne,   having  try'd 
all  Ways  to  prove    th-it  the  Senfe  0/  the  Nation, 
or  the  eletling  Part  of  it,  is  on  her  Side,  hath  ac  laft 

turn'd 
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turn'd  her  Argument  to  the  Elected,  and  advanced 
feme  Pofitions  upon  that  Subjeft,  which  have  furprized 
the  whole  Town.  It  would  therefore  be  very  inex- 
cufeable  in  Me  to  let  them  pafs  Entirely  unobferved. 

Thefe  Pofitions  are,  that  not  only  the  Senfe  of  the 
People,  but  even  Afo  Independency  and  Wealth 
tf  the  Parliament are  on  the  Court -Side. 

In  the  firft  Place,  the  good  old  Lady  aiTerts  that  there 
are  near  two  Hundred  «//^  Court-Members, 
(as  They  are  calPd)  who  have  no  Places,  nor  Co  u  rt- 

Dependencies. I  am  glad  to  hear  it  with  all 

my  Heart :  for  I  will  defy  Her  to  prove  that  This  was 
the  Cafe  of  the  laft  Parliament ;  and  therefore  it  con- 
firms our  Argument  that  the  late  Elections  have  done 
fome  Service  to  the  Nation.  Befides,  if  Mrs.  Osborne 
can  prove  her  Afiertion,  that  there  is  fo  large  a  Num- 
ber of  Gentlemen,  on  whom  her  Patron  depends,  with- 
out any  Influence  of  Places,  or  Court-Dependencies,  I 
fhall  be  very  far  from  giving  Them  up  intirely  as  Court- 
Members,  whatever  They  may  be  caWd. 

So  far  as  to  their  Independency.  She  then  pro- 
ceeeds  to  their  Wealth;  and  having  given  us*  a  ge- 
neral Calculation  of  their  Eftates,  concludes  that  there 
is  more  Wealth  in  Money  and  greater  Eftates  in  Land 
among  the  Gentlemen,  who  are  chofen  on  the  Court 
Side,  than  there  are  among  the  Anti-Courtiers. 
V/hat  Money  They  may  have,  God  only  knows;  for 
Money  hath  no  Ear-Mark,  and  is'  generally  conceaPd. 
But  I  was  quite  ftartled  to  fee  Madam  Osborne  claim 
the  Superiority  in  Land;  for,  to  confels  the  Truth,  I 
was  juft  going  to  challenge  Her  on  that  very  Account, 
and  thought  My  felf  able  to  prove,  from  a  Computation, 
which  I  had  made,  that  the  Country  Members 
had,  atleaft, double  thi  Wealth  in  Landed  Estates  ; 
efpecially,  if  She  would  give  me  Leave  to  except  Two 
or  Three  of  her  Acquaintance,  who  have  lately 
fqueezed  immenfe  Treafures  out  of  the  Blood  and  low- 
els  oi  the  Kingdom.     However,    if  She  includes  tht 
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two  hundred  Court-Members,  (as  They  are  calTd) 
who  have 'no  Places,  nor  Court  Dependencies,  in  this 
Account,  I  will  readily  give  up  the  Point,  and  fay  no 
more  of  it. 

Her  Ladyjbip  is  pleafed  to  be  very  arch  upon  Me,  by 
Way  of  Poftfcript,  and  endeavours  to  prevent  my  treat- 
ing Her,  for  the  future,  in  the  feminine  Gender,  by  an- 
ticipating my  Anfwer  ;  a  Device,  which  She  feems  to 
have  borrow'd  from  old  Ifaac  Bickerftajf,  or  the  Specta- 
tor, who  were  Men  of  Humour,  and  wrote  only  in 
Jeft.  But  the  Difpute  between  us  is  of  a  ferious  Na- 
ture, and  ought  not  to  befported  with.  Did  She  ever 
pretend  to  deny,  or  does  She  dare  to  deny,  that  She 
is  actually  an  olp  Woman?  I  defy  Her  to  do  it, 
and  will'  appeal  to  all  her  Acquaintance.  D. 
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jY  Remarks  on  the  Englijh  Elefticns  have 
been  extended  farther  than  I  p.opofed  a-t 
firlt,  or  perhaps  was-necelTary,  in  order 
to  fee  what  the  minifierial  Writers 
would  fay  to  the  Charge  exhibited  a- 
gainft  their  Patron,  concerning  the  late 
Election  of  Peers  in  Scotland.  About  five  Weeks 
ago,  I  gave  the  Publicka  true  Copy  of  the  Protests 
enter'd  by  feveral  noble  Lords,  upon  that  Occafion, 
with  only  two  or  three  curfory  Remarks,  by  Way  of 
Explanation  ;  and  chofe  to  defer  any  farther.  Obferva- 
•tions  upon  them,  till  the  Court-Advocates  had  given 
us  their  Sentiments  on  fo  important  .a  Subject,  But 
They  have  hitherto  contented  Themfelves  with  fome 
geheral  Reflections  on  iheProtefers,  and  feem  to  have 
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induftriouny  avoided  any  particular  DifqiiKition  of  the 
Matter  itfelf.     The  Day-labourers  in  the  Courant  have, 
indeed,  obliged  us  with   feveral  DiiTertations  upon  this 
Subject ;  but  I  did  not  imagine  thoj'e  Papers  intended  as 
the  Cue  of  the  Party,  and    was  every  Week  in  Hopes 
of  feeing  the  Difcumon   of  fo  material  a  Point  under- 
taken by  the  learned  Madam  Osborne,  or  the  courtly 
Mr.  Walfingbam ;    to  whofe  Writings   I  mall  always 
pay  the  profoundeft  Regard,  as  coming  from  Authority, 
and  licenfed  according  to  Order.       However,  as  thefe 
*  Premier  Advocates  have  thought  fit  to  decline  the  Con- 
teir,  and  perhaps  They  may  think  it  a  Place  too  fore 
to  be  touch'd,  I  will  condefcend  fo  far  as  to  take  fome 
Notice  of  what   the   minor  Politicians  have  advanced 
upon    the   Scotijb  Eleclions  and  P  rot  efts.     I   am    the 
more  inclined  to  do  This,  becaufe  I  have  obferved  that 
the  Patron  of  thefe  Writers  fometimes-  chufcs  to  throw 
out  his  fi r ft  Hints  in  obfcure  Paper?,  that  He  may  after- 
wards have  an  Opportunity  of  justifying,  or  difowning 
them,   as  Pie  fees  Occafion .     This  was  particularly  the 
Cafe,  in   thole  ever-memorable  Affairs   of  the   Irish 
Recruits,    and   the   late   Excise-Scheme,  which 
received   their   firfl  Countenance  in  the  Courant,  and 
were   afterwards  defended  at  large,  in   more  eminent 
Papers.     In  fhort,  I   look  upon  this  ingenious  Club  of 
State/men  as  a  Parcel   of  raw,  young  Barrifters,  pick'd 
up  by  the  Sol  Lie  it  or  juir.  to   open    the  Brief,  and 
leave  the  knotty  Points  of  the  Law   to  fenior  Council, 
who  are   intrufted    with    the  Nature  of  the  Evidence, 
and  the  whole  Merits   of  the   Caufe.     The  following 
Remarks    muff,   therefore  be   very    agreeable    to    tb(fe 
Openers  ;  and  will,  I  hope,   put  a  Stop  to  thofe  Severi- 
ties, which  I  have   formerly  drawn  upon  Myfelf,   by 
refuiing  to  take  any  Notice  of  Them. 

I  thought  at  firit  that  thefe  Gentlemen  intended  to  be 
waggifh,  and  turn  the  Subject  into  Ridicule,  by  under- 
taking to  prove  that  the  P  rot  efts  were  not  genuine  ; 
but  by  dwelling  upon  the  fame  Subject  through  feveral 
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Papers,  and  gravely  calling  upon  the  noble  Lords  to  re- 
fent  fuch  an  Injury  to  their  Names,  They  appear  to  be 
in  downright  earneft,  and  would  have  the  World  be- 
lieve that  tbefe  Papers  were  only  fome  of  the  ordinary 
Libels  of  our  Male 'content s,  under  the  folemn  Form  of 
Prof  efts  ;  though  there  were  many  authentick  Copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  Election  then  in  Town  ;  and  a  cer- 
tain Per/on  is  fmce  arrived  from  thofe  Parts,  who  is 
fully  able  to  convince  Them  that  fi/cb  Inftruments  were 
actually  enter'd  and  fign'd  at  Ed'mburgb  by  the  ?ioble 
Lords,  to  whom  they  are  afcribed. 

The  firfl  Argument  to  prove  tbefe  Protefls  fictitious 
is,  that  the  Perfons  charged  with  making  ufe  of  fuch 
undue  Influence  are  not  fpeciftcally  mentioned,  but  only- 
pointed  out  under  the  general  Character  of  Miniflers 
and  People  in  Power.  Now  this  Objection,  as  I  appre- 
hend, will  hold  equally  ftrong  againil  all  our  Englifb 
Proiefts  ;  for  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  faw  one, 
in  which  the  Name  of  any  Minifler  was  expreily  men- 
tion'd  ;  though  1  have  read  many  full  of  very  plain  and 
ftrong  Allufions  to  Him. 

Another  Reafon  for  fuppoiing  tbefe  Papers  not  to  be 
genuine  is,  that  they  do  not  contain  any  particular  and 
explicit  Proofs  of  the  undue  Influence,  with  which  fo?ne 
Gentlemen  ftand  charged.  This  is  a  notable  Argument 
truely ;  and  the  Protefiers  muft  have  been  as  wife  as 
tbefe  Writers,  or  their  Direclor,  if  They  had  thus  fore- 
arm'd  the  Perfons  accufd,  and  given  Them  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  defeating  the  Evidence  by  fome  ingenious 
Contrivance,  for  which  Men  in  their  Station  and  Cir- 
cumftances  are  feldom  at  a  Lcfs. 

But  the  belt  Reafon  of  all  cornea  laft;  for  They  add 
that  fuppoiing  the  Charge  could  be  proved,  in  its  full 
Strength,  the  Matters  alledged  in  the  Proiefls  are  not 
contrary  to  any  Law,  and  therefore  i\otcrwiinal ';  from 
whence  i:  is  rnfer'd  that  the  noble  Lords,  whole  Names 
ere  affix*  d  to  them ,  could  not  be  guiky  of  io  frivolous 
a  Charge. »  I  don't  know    what  tbefe  Gentlemen 
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may  intend  by  faying   that  Corruption,    in  the  Election 
of  Bcotijh   Peers,  is  not  contrary  to  any  Law.     If  They 
mean   that  it  is  not  exprefly  prohibited  by  any  Statute- 
Law,  They  may  perhaps   be  in  the  Right  ;  but  finely 
They  cannot  want  to  be   inform'd   that  all  Aclions  in 
them/elves  immoral,  or  what  We  call  in  Latin  mala   in 
fe,  are  contrary  to   the  common  Law  of  the  Land',  for 
it  is  an  eftablifli'd  Maxim,  that  the  law  bath  a  Remedy 
for  every  Evil,  and  that  Want  of  Right  and  Wa?it  of 
Remedy uire  the  fame   "Thing.      Befides,  I   apprehend 
that  thcClaufein  the  Bill  of  Rights,   which    provides 
that  all  Eleclions  Jhall  be  free,  includes  a  Condemna- 
tion of  all  undue  Influence,  or  Corruption  ;  for  though 
the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms  happened  lince  ;  yet  all 
the  Laws  of  England  being   confirm'd   and  recognized 
by  the -.Aft    of  Union,  unleis   in   fome  particular  Points 
there  fpecify'd,  it  is  now  become  the  general  Law  of 
the  united  Kingdom .     But  there  is  Hill  fomething  farther 
to  be  faid  upon   this  Subject  ;  for  fuppofmg  with  thefe 
worthy  Writers,  that  there  is  no   exprefs  Law   now  in 
being  againft  Corruption,  in  the  Election  ofScotiJb  Peers, 
it  mews  at   hail   the ,  Expediency  of  fuch  a  Law,    or 
Refolution,  as  was  moved  for,  the  lalt  Sefiion  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  a  noble  Duke  ;  viz.  that  any  Per/on,  or  Per  fins, 
taking  upon  Him,  or  Them,  to  engage  any  Peers  ^Scot- 
land by  Threats,  Promife  of  Place    or  Penfion\    or  any 
Reward  or  Gratuity  whaifiever,  from  ~ the  Crown,   to 
vote  for  any  Peer,  or   Lift    of  Peers,   to  reprejent  the 
Peerage  <f  ijqottan.d  in  Parliament,  is  an  high  Infill  on 
the  Juftice  of  the  Crown,  an  Incroachment  on   the  Free- 
dom of  Elections,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  Honour  of 
the  Peerage. 

A  previous  Queftion  was,  Indeed,  put  upon  this  Mo- 
tion, whether  it  mould  be  then  put,  and  it  was  re- 
folved  in  the  Negative;  which  was  fi;ppo:cd  to  be 
owing,  in  a  great  Meamre,  to  the  Aiguments  of  a 
learned  Lord,  very  juitly  advanced  to  the  Head  of  the 
Law  i  who  obferved    that  the  Practices,  defign'd  to  be 
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prevented  by  the  foregoing  Motion,  being  undoubtedly- 
contrary  to  Lazv,  the  Motion  itfelf  was  needlefs.  How- 
ever, many  Peers  had  iiich  particular  Reafons  for  rein- 
forcing the  Law,  at  that  Juncture,  that  They  thought 
fit  to  enter  the  Reafons  oF  their  Diffent,  in  the  follow- 
ing Proteft,  viz. 

1 .  "  Becaufe  We  apprehend  that  this  Reflation, 
"  being  only  declaratory  of  undeniable  Truth*,'  ought 
"  not  to  have  been  avoided  by  a  previous  Qusjlisn ;  iince 
"  We  fear  the  leaving  it  undetermined  may  tend  to 
"  encourage  Pra dices  dangerous  to  our  Conftitution  in 
"  general,  and  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  this 
"   Houfe  in  particular. 

2.  "  Becaufe  We  think  this  Houfe  cannot  (hew  too 
"  ftrong  an  Abhorrence  of  Practices,  which,  whether 
"  they  have  been  committed  or  not  in  former  Eiecti- 
**  ons,  are  yet  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  may  pofTibly  be  at- 
"  tempted  hereafter  by  a  Min'ifter,  who  may  find  it 
"  neceiTary  to  try. all  Methods  to  fecure  a  Majority  in 
"  this  Houfe,  either  to  promote  his  future  ambitious 
"  Views,  or  to  fcreen  his  paft  criminal  Conduct. 

I  mail  clofe  my  Observations  on  this  Part  of  the  Sub- 
ject with  taking  Notice  that  the  Apology  itfelf  is  a 
tacit  Confeflion  of  Guilt  ;  for  it  does  not  contain  any 
Denial  of  the  Fact  charged  upon  People  in  Power,  but 
an  avow'd  Juitification  of  it,  as  contrary  to  no  Law,  fup- 
poiing  it  to  be  true. 

The  la  ft  Courant  I  have  feen  upon  this. Subject  is 
fign'd  R.  Freeman,  whom  I  take,  by  his  Manner  of 
writing,  to  be  the  fame  great  Genius,  that  diftinguim'd. 
itfelf  1  all  Year  under  the  Name  of  Carus.  This  notable 
Author  feems  to  think  He  hath  given  a  full  Amvver  to 
the  Protefl,  concerning  the  Battalion  under  Arms  during 
the  Time  of  Election,  by  observing  that  the  Scots  Pee- 
rage having  always  been  remarkable  for  their  Courage,,, 
and  never  more  fo  than  at  prefent,  it  is  ridiculous  to 
fuppofe  that  They  mould  be  over-awed  by  a  Body  of 
Men,  who  did  not  exceed  the  Number  of  Themfelves 
A  a  2  and 
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and  their  own  Servants.  But  as  We  have  been  told 
from  thefame  Quarter  that  the  Court-Lift  carry'd  their 
Election  by  almoil  two  to  one,  and  it  is  realonable  to 
ilrppofe  that  They  were  enabled  to  appear  with  as 
good  an  Equipage  as  the  Others,  there  does  not  Teem  to 
have  been  any  Occafion  for  calling  in  the  military  Pozver 
to  their  Affiftance.  Eefides,  I  mult  acquaint  this  Gen- 
tleman with  another  Point,  which  may  perhaps  have 
efcaped  his  Knowledge ;  I  mean  that  the  Legiilature 
hath  taken  particular  Care  to  prevent  any  tumultuary, 
or  feditious  Practices,  upon  thefe  Occasions,  by  retrain- 
ing any  Scots  Peer  from  coming  to  fuch  Meetings  with 
any  more  than  his  ordinary  Attendants. 

Having  paid  this  Compliment  to  the  Gentlemen- 
Penfioners  in  the  Courant,  I  mail  conclude  with  fome 
general  Observations  on  the  fame  Subject. 

It  appears,  upon  a  View  of  the  Protefts,  that  the 
noble  Lords,  who  fign'd  them,  proceeded  in  a  regular 
Manner;  for  in  the  firft,  commonly  calPd  Duke  Hamil- 
ton's Proieli,  it  is  fet  forth  thai  He  bad  ftrong  Grounds 
to  believe  that  a  Lift  of  iixteen  Scots  Peers  had  been 
named  by  the  Minister,  and  fent  down  by  his  Agent, 
in  order  to  be  ch often  by  undue  Infiuence.  The  Names 
of  thefe  fixteen  Peers  are  particularly  mentioned  before- 
hand ;  and  it  is  added  that  if  it  /hall  appear,  in  the 
Gourfte  of  this  Election,  that  the  Lift  voted  is,  and  hath 
been,  a  Lift  fo  named  by  the  Minister,  and  that  un- 
due Means  have  been  ufed  to  induce  the  Peers,  who  are 
to  vote  at  this  Elsclion,  or  any  Number  of  Them,  to  vote 
for  fuch  Lift,  fuch  Election  fo  all  be  held  as  illegal,  con- 
trary to  the  Freedom  of  Elections,   and  therefore  veil. 

The  Reafons  for  this  P  rot  eft  are  particularly  con- 
firm'd  by  the  Declarations  of  two  noble  Lords,  that  fuch 
undue  Influence  had  been  attempted  on  Tfje??f elves  ;  and 
every  individual  Peer,  mention'd  in  the  laid  Protert, 
being  actually  choieii,  another  Pro  tell  was  enter 'd  by 
the  Duke  of  Queen  sheny,  fetting  forth  that  it  appears 
from  the  fever al  Gireufnftances,  which  have  preceded  and 
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attended  this  Election,  that  this  Lift  hath  been  named 
by  /^Minister,  andfent  down  by  his. Agent,  with- 
out Regard  to  the  real  Opinion  and  Sentiments  of  the  Peers. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  indeed,  that  the  Court-Lords . 
have  as  much  Right  to  aflbciate  Themfelves.into  a 'Lift, 
and  fupport  each  other's  Intereft  as  the  Country- Lords. 
This  is  very  true  ;  nor  does  the  Charge  confift  in  any 
fuch  voluntary  AfTociation,  but  in  the  arbitrary  Nomi- 
nation of  the  Minifter,  and  the  undue  Means  employ 'd 
to  procure  the  Election  of  his  Lift. 

It  muft  likewife  be  confefs'd  that  this  Charge  remains 
to  be  proved  ;  but  if  it  mould  happen  to  be  made  good, 
and  if  any  of  the'  proiejiing  Veers  mould  be  able  to 
name  thePerfons,  who  attempted  Them,  as  well  as  the 
particular  Sums,  or  Employments,  which  They  were  of- 
fer'd  -,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  deny'd  that  This  is  a  verjr 
high  Offence  againft  the  Conftitution,  and  ought  to  be 
feverely  punihYd  ;  for  if  any  Minificr  mould  be  allow'd' 
to  thruft  Members  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  fuch 
Means,  the  Independency  of  Parliament  would  be  in- 
tirely  loft  ;  and  though  I  can  never  agree  with.  Mr, 
Walfingham  in  calling  Him  Father  of  the  People,  He 
might  be  properly  enough  ftyled  Father  cf  //^Sea'ate-, 

A    Minifter,   who   gets  fuch  an  Afcenderrcy  over  the 
Legiilature,  may  fafely   defy  his  -Enemies,,  and'  laugh  at 
all  Accufations.     It  is  juft  like  a  certain  Prelate's  Me-' 
thod  of  playing  at  Whisk,   with  the  Liberty  of  confut- 
ing his  Partners  Hand,  and  naming  Trumps. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  obferving  that  kicked  Mi- 
nifiers  have  generally  been  moil  bold  and  undifguifed  in 
opprefiing  Scotland,  as  the  weakeft  Viit  of  the  Ifland  5 
well  knowing  that  a  total  Reduction  of  England  would 
foon  follow  ;  but  by  the  antient  Spirit  atfd.  Reiolution  of 
that  brave  People,  They  have  of :en  proved  our  Delive- 
rers, infread  of  being  made  the  Ihftruments  cf  our  Sir- 
very.  This  was  our  Cafe,  in  the  Re'ign  of  King  Charles 
the  1?  ;  and  in  That  of  his  Son  Charles  the  2d,  the 
profeis'd  Defign  of  the  Court  was  to  procure  theabfclute 
A  a  \  Submimca 
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Submiffion  of  Scotland  to  the  Royal  Power,  fo  that  Eng- 
land might  be  the  more  eafily  managed.  For  this  Pur- 
pose, the  whole  Power  of  Scotland  was  put  into  the 
Hands  of  Lauderdale  1  who,  from  being  a  rigid  Presby- 
terian and  a  zealous  Covenanter \  became  one  of  the  moft 
abjecl  Tools  of  arbitrary  Power,  and  a  violent  Perfecu- 
tor  of  his  Party.  We  are  told  that  He  had  a  general 
Knowledge  of 'Languages  and  the  Law,  but  neither 
true  Wifdom,  nor  a  Grain  of  common  Honefty  j  for  He 
even  promoted  a  Rebellion  in  that  Kingdom  to  juftffy 
the  Violences  of  his  Adminiitration.  The  Duke  of 
Buckingham  caVid  Him  a  Man  of  a  blundering  TJnder- 
Jlanding  ;  and  as  to  his  Integrity,  We  have  the  Teiti- 
mony  of  King  Charles  himfelf ;  who  being  ask'd  what 
He  thought  of  Lauderdale,  after  fome  Complaints 
againfl  Him  had  been  heard  in  the  Privy-Council,  an- 
iwer'd,  that  They  had  objected  many  damndThings,  which 
He  had  done  againft  the  Country,  but  none  againji  his 
Service.  D. 
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To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Efa 

SIR, 

!  Here  is  no  Part  of  the  Tranfaclions  in 
the  Englijh  Hifiory  more  univerially 
condemned  than  the  Ufurpation  and 
Tyranny  of  Cromwel.  That  the  U- 
furpation  was  wicked  is  undeniable,  and 
as  fuch  ought  to  be  abhorr'd  by  all  juft 
Men;  yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  Nature  of  Things, 
which  hinders  an  Ufurper  from  governing  mildly-,  and 
fufFering  his  illegal  Power  to  be  limited  by  wiie  and 
cood  Re&rainis.  Cromwel,  as  to  his  Government,  was 
*  ibitf 
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Ariel  and  rigid ;  but  yet  He  conferred  to  greater  Li- 
mitations of  Power  than  every  one  would  have  expect- 
ed from  Him ;  for  by  the  Inftrument  of  Government, 
made  in  1653,  which  conftituted  Him  Prcteelor,  He 
could  not  diilolve  any  Parliament  once  met  till  They 
had  fate  five  Months ;  and  fuch  Bills  as  mould  be  pre- 
fented  to  Him  by  the  Parliament,  if  they  mould  not 
be  confirm'd  by  Him  in  twenty  Days,  were  to  pafs 
without  Him  into  Laws.  By  the  Aft,  calPd  the  hum- 
ble Petition  and  Advice,  wThich  was  pafs'd  in  the  Year 
1657,  He  confented,  among  other  Things,  to  thefe 
Reftriftions,  viz. 

"  That  He  would  call  a  Parliament  once  in  a  Tear 
"  at  farthett,  to  be  legally  chofen  by  a  free  Eleclion. 

"  That  none  mould  be  added,  or  admitted  to  be 
"of  the  Privy-Council,  without  the  Gonfent  of  the 
H  Reft  of  the  Council,  and  who  mould  afterwards  be 
"  approved  of  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

"  That  the  Members  of  the  Council  mould  not  be 
*'  removed  but  by  Confent  of  Parliament;  except 
"  that,  in  the  Intervals  of  Parliament 9  a  Member  of 
"  the  Council  might  be  fufpended  from  the  Exercife  of 
"  his  Place  for  juft  Caufe. 

"  That  the  /landing  Forces  mould  be  difpofed  of  by 
**  the  chief  Magi/irate,  with  the  Confent  of  both  Hon- 
(i  fes  of  Parliament ;  except  in  the  Intervals  of  Par li a- 
"  ment,-  by  the  chief  Magifirate,  with  the  Advice  of 
"  the  Council 

"  That  the  Chancellor,  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal, 
".  Treafurer,  or  Commifiioner  of  Treasury.  Admiral 
"  chief  Governor  of  Ireland,  the  Chancellor  and  Corn- 
s' miflioner  of  the  Great  Seal  in  Ireland,  chief  juitices 
«*  of  both  Benches,  chief  Baron  in  England  and  Ire- 
%i  land,  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Forces  in  Scotland, 
u  and  the  judges  in  Scotland  fhould  be  approved  of 
"by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

And  by  the  explanatory  Petition  and  Advice,  pafs'd 
in  xljifame  Parliament,  Part  of  the  Oath,  which  every 

iviemoer 
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Member  of  Parliament  was  to  take,  ran  in  thefe  "Words ; 
"  that  He -would  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  Him  lay,- 
*e  the.  Prefervation  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
"  People. 

Thefe  Limitations,  I  fay,  were  more  than  could  be 
expefled  from  a  Man,  who  had  ufurp'd  the  fovereign 
Authority  by  fuch  Means ;  and  the  punctual  Obferva- 
tion  of  them  would  have  made  his  Government  to- 
lerable ;  but -the  Misfortune  was,  as  it  too  often  hap-, 
pens,  that  when  He  had  fecured  Himfelf  in  the  Pof- 
feiiion  of  Power,  He  forgot  the  Conditions,  upon  which 
He  had  folemnly  promifed  to  exercife  it. 

There  was  another  Regulation  made  in  thofe  Times, 
as  to  the  Elections  of  Parliament,  which  our  noble  Hi-, 
ftorian,  the  Lord  Clarendon ,  feems  to  approve.  Take 
it  in  his  own  Words  ;  *  "  Though  He,  [  i.  e.  Crom* 
*'  zvel~\  did  not  obferve  the  old  Courfe,  in.  fending 
"  Writs  out  to  all  the  little  Botoughs  throughout 
<£  England,  which  ufed  to  fend  BurgeiTes,  (  by  which 
*c  Method  fome  Jingle  Counties  fend  more  Members  to 
**-  Parliament  than^v  other  Counties  do )  He  thought: 
f{  He  took  a  more  equal  Way  by  appointing  more 
ft  Knights  for  every  Shire  to  be  chofen,  and  fezuer  Bur- 
*<  gefjes  ;  whereby  the  Number  of  the  whole  was  lef- 
"  ien'd  ;  and  yet  the  People,  being  left  to  their  owfi. 
"(  Election,  it  was  not  by  Him  thought  an  ill  Tempe- 
"  rarnent?  and  was  generally  look'd  upon  as  an  Alte-. 
"  ration  fit  to  be  more  warrant  ably  made>  and  in  a. 
«  better  Time. 

Ixir.'Rapin  agrees  with  my  Lord  Clarendon  in  This ;. 
for  He  tells  us  that  thi;  Regulation,  which  was  juft  i?i 
iifelf  met  with  a  general  Approbation  -,  and  his  Tranfla-. 
tor  obierves,  in  a  marginal  Note,  "  that  it  would  have, 
*'  been  well  for  England-,  had  this  Regulation  been 
"  aiwavs  kept  to  ;  the  little  mfignificant  Boroughs  be-, 
«•  ing  omitted,  and  the  Number of  the  Knights  of  the. 

".  Shirs 

*  Vd.  3.  p.  386, 
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"  Shirs  increafed  from  Four  to   Twelve,  according  to 
"  the  Extent  of  the  County. 

I  have  no  other  Defign  in  thefe  Quotations  than  to 
fiiew  the  Opinion  of  three  indifferent  Writers,  concern- 
ing the  Senfe  of  the  People,  and  to  amufe   Myfelf  ift 
computing  what  the  Share  of  each  County  would  be  in 
the  Representative,  did  They   fend   Members   in  Pro- 
portion to  their   Wealth ;  fince   it  is  the  Wealth,    that 
ieems  to  be  the  Rule,    by  which  Equality   ought   in 
Striftnefs  to  be  regulated  ;  for  to  go  by  Extent  of  Coun- 
try, or  Quantity  of  Land,  is  no   Rule  at  all.     To  go 
by  Numbers  of  Inhabitants,  has  a  better  Pretence;  but 
as  Wealth  will  always   be  able  to  procure   Hand?,  and 
all  Sorts  of  Kelps,  it  muft  be  allow'd  that  the  Strength 
is  in  the  rich  Provinces,  though   they   were  thinner   of 
Inhabitants,  which  is  feldom  the  Cafe  ;  and  the  Strength 
of  the  representative  Body,  if  rightly  proportion'd,  muft 
be  according   to  the  Strength  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 
colleclive  Bodi.     Upon  this  Notion,  I   have  form'd  a 
Table,  one  Column  (hewing  the  Number  of  Members 
each  County  does  nozo  fend  to  Parliament ;  another  Co- 
lumn (hewing  the  Number  each  County  would fend,  if 
They  fent  in  Proportion  to  the  Land-Tax  They  pay  ;  but 
as  the  Lftnd-Tax  is  very  unequal,  fo  a  Proportion  form'd 
by   that  Rule  would  ftill  be  unequal ;  for  which   Rea- 
fon,   I  have  form'd   a  third  Co  limn  >    moderating   the 
Difference  between  the  other  two,  not  meerl'-y  by  Guefs, 
but  by  a  Rule,  that  certainly  abates  the  Error  in  every 
In  fiance ;   but,  for  Want  of  a  true  Rental  ot  England, 
it  is  impoffible  to  make  it  exacl ;  nor  is  a  ftriet  Exact- 
nefs  of  Importance, 
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We  Num-  The  Num-  The  Num- 
bers each  bers  in  bers  as  by 
County  Proportion  a  modera- 
te the  ted  Efti- 
-Land-  mate. 
Tax. 


'Edfordmire     ■— . 
Berkshire — — — 

Buckinghamfhire 

Cambridgefhire  — 

Chefhire  

Cornwall  

Cumberland        » 
De  r  by  fh  ire  — - — - 

Deyenpire       ■ 

Dorfetlhire         • 

County  of  Durham — 

Eflex         —    

Gloucefterfhire        — - 
Hampshire  .  ■ 

Herefordshire      ■ 

Hertfordfhire       ■ 

Huntingtonfhire  — 

Kent        —     

Lancafhire  — 

Leiceilerihire        ■ 
Lincoln  mire  — 

The  City  of  London 
The  Inns  of  Court,  ~} 
White-Hall   andC 
St.  James's      — 3 
City  of  Weitminfter 

Middlefex         . 

Monmouthlhire  ■ 

Norfolk  , 

County  of  Nor- 
thampton 


4 

9 

H 
6 

4 

44 

6 

4 
26 

20 

4 


26 
8 
6 

4 
18 

14 

4 

12 

4 


2 
2 

3 
12 


7 
10 

12 

8 

7 
8 

1 

6 

2'f 

9 

23 
12 

14 

Si 
II 

i-S. 

21 


9 

18 


6 

9 

12 

6 
6 

2i 

3 

6 

24 

12 

3 
18 


6 

9 
3 

iS 

9 
6 

24 


_.C    9 


16      9 

27     18 

2j      3 
21     18 

12        12 

Northumberland 
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fhe    Names  The  Num-  The  Num-  The  Num- 

r  ^     n                hers  each     bers  in  bers  as  by 

Of   the  LQim-        County        Proportion  a  moderi 

rm                          now              t0  the  ted  Efti- 

fends.            Land-  mate. 
Tax. 

Northumberland     —         8               3  J  5 

Nottinghamfhire     — -8                 7  7 

Oxfordlhire         — | —        9               10  0 

County  of  Rutland —         2               2  J  3 

Shropshire         12               y~  o 

Somerfetfhire 18              i8£  ig 


Staifordfhire        —       10  7 


19  1 


Suffolk                16 

Surrey                .  14  i64 

Suffex                 .  28  \f±  jg 

Warwickshire 6  10  o 

Worcefterfhire     —  9  g£  q 

34  13?  24: 


Wjitffijr. 

Weftmorland 


4  1 


Yorkfhire  20  74^ 


d 


30  24^  27 


Wales  24 


£J3  513 

From  this  Computation  it  appears  hew  very  une- 
qually the  Ele&ion  of  Members"  to  ferve  the  Commons 
inr  Pv'tiawerit  is,  at  prefent,  proportioned  to  the  Wealth 
of  different  Counties,  and  the  TaxesfThcy  pay.  But  to 
prevent  all  captious  Exceptions  and  little  Cavils,  I 
muft  repeat  my  Declaration  that  I  have  no  other  View 
in  this  Letter  than  to  evince  the  Reafonableiieis  of your 
late  Dilhnftion  between  the  Members  for 't hoi e 
little  Boroughs,  which  Bifhop  Burnet  calls  the 
rotten  Part^of  our  Constitution,  and  the 
Kn^hts    of    the    Shires,    or    Rtprefeniatives  of 

great 
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great  trading  Towns;  for  though  I.  may-. be 
allow'd  to  agree  with  Lord  Clarendon,  Mr.  Rapin 
and  other  Writers,  in  wifhing  that  fome  Regulation 
of  this  Kind  had  been  continued  at  the  Ref  oration,  or 
renew'd  at  the  Revolution,  when  the  People  were  un- 
der a  Neceffity  of  reforting  to  the  fir  ft  Principles  of 
Government,  and  had  a  Right  to  the  Redrefs  of  all 
their  Grievances ;  I  fay,  though  We  may  be  allow'd 
to  wiih  This,  I  am  very  far  from  defigning  to  pro- 
pofe  any  fuch  Alteration  at  prefent,  when  the  Power 
of  the  People  is  not  in  their  own  Hands,  2nd  the  very 
■Attempt  might  give  our  Enemies  an  Advantage  over 
us.  It  would  now  be  call'd  a  Defign  to  remove  Foun- 
dations, to  iubvert  the  Confituticn,  and  introduce  a 
new  Form  of  Government ;  as  We  have  lately  feen  in 
fome  other  Attempts,  of  the  fame  Kind, .to  fecure  the 
Freedom  and  Independency  of  Parliament,  both  within 
Doors  and  without. 

Having  already  mention'd  Mr.  Rapin,  I  fhall  con- 
clude with  one  of  his  Reflections  on  our  Englijh  Par- 
liaments, which  is  not  only  jufb  in  itfelf,  but  con- 
firms your  Obfervations  on  the  fame  Subject. 

"  The  Parliament,  according  to  the  natural  Meaning 
fi  of  the  Word,  is  the  Reprefentaiive  of  the  Nation. 
"  The  Decifions  and  Laws  made  there  are  fuppofed 
"  to  be  conformable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  Nation 
"  in  general.  The  Refpect,  Veneration  and  Attach- 
"  ment,  which  the  Englijh  have  for  Parliaments,  are 
"  therefore  eafily  accounted  for  ;  when  it  is  confi- 
*'  der'd  that  in  fupporting  them,  They  maintain  their 
te  own  Liberty.  But  This  fuppofes  a  Parliament  in  the 
"  Way,  which  the  Conjlitu'tion  requires,  compofed  of 
"  the  King,  who  is  the  Head,  and  the  two  Houfes 
"  of  Lords  and  Commons,  with  the  intire  Liberty 
*4  to  These  Last  of  ele cling  their  ozvn  Members.  A 
"  Parliament  thus  composed  may  truely  be 
"call'd  the  Nation's  Representative.     R.  D. 

S  A  T  U'R  D  A  Y. 
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N°422.       Saturday,  Augtift  3,    1734, 


My  late  Paper  on  theSconsH  Elections  hath 
raised  a  Nell  of '  minifterial  Hornets  about  my  Ears  ;  but 
being  apprehenfive  that  They  will  ftill  fwarm  in  greater 
Multitudes,  I  am  refolved  to  buffet  their  whole  J£pry  at 
once  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  will  prefent  the  Publicfe 
with  a  Letter  from  one  of  my  Correfpondents  upon  a 
very  low,  but  perhaps  not  the  moll  unentertaining 
SubjecT:. 

O  !  ver<£  Phrygian,  nee  enlm  Phryges. 

To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efp- 

Mr.  D'A  n  v  e  r  s, 

O  U  concluded  your  Paper  of  the  6th  In- 
flant  very  properly  with  an  Affertion, 
or  fomething  very  like  it,  that  Mrs. 
Osborne  is  atlualh  an  old  Woman, 
and  defy'd  Her  to  deny  it  ;  which  at 
length  brings  the  only  Queftion,  that  in 
Reality  ever  fubfifled  between  You,  to  a  fhort  and  fair 
Iffue. 

As  Politicks  are  not  within  the  Deiign  of  this  Letter, 
but  the  only  Point  to  be  eonfider'd  h^wbether  the  Writer 
of  the  London  Journal,  commonly  calPd  Francis 
Oseorne,  be  really  an  old  Woman  crnot,  I  ihall 
beg  Leave  to  offer  a  few  Obfervations  fmgly  unon  that 
Head. 
Vol.  XII,  B  b  lam 
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I  am  fenftble  that  This  may  be  thought  a  pcedkis 
Task,  the  Publick  having  long  mice  determined  tTifc 
Queilion  againll  Ker,  and  She  herielf  not  daring  10  ac- 
cept your  Challenge;  nay,  She  hath  even  given  up  the 
Point,  by  concluding  her  la&  Paper  with,  the.e  remark- 
able Words,  fo  frGpheJies  old  Mother  Osborne.  I 
■eonfitentemReam.  Tflis  puts  Me  in  mind  or  two  learned 
Treatifes,  which  I  re^d  with  gre^t  Pieaiive, .  when  I 
was  a  little  Bey  ;  namely  Mother  Shiptom's  P, 
-ties,  and  old  Mother  Bu  n  c  h's  Clojet  broke  open.  Bu  t  as 
Mrs.  Osborne  feems  to  part  with  her  Pretences  'o  Firi- 
lity  in  a  fr.eering  Manner,  and  hath  employed  Jdfne  of 
her  Agents  to  conrracid  it  in  private  Vvhi.bers  about 
Town,  (which  is  certainly  very  much  unlike  aGV://>- 
fnan)  I  think  it  neceilary  to  dctc€t  fo  arrant  an  /■;- 
fojlor,  and  expofe  Her  fully  to  the  World. 

That  I  may  execute  this  Deiign  wirh  all  poffible  £te- 
vityand  Peripicuity,  I  ihall  point  out  fonie  Marls  of 
Anility,  which  may  be  eafily  found  in  her  Works  ;  and 
ss  they  evince  the  Fairnefs  of  the  QaeiUon,  fo  they 
will  enable  us  to  conclude  from  her  p&bfiek  what  arc  her 
private  Farts. 

In  the  iirff  Place,  She  hath  long  been  famous  for  tel- 
ling the  fame  difmal  Story  every  Saturday,  with  great 
Heavinefs  of  Heart,  and  without  any  Variation  ;  which 
hath  the  fame  Effect  upon  her  Readers  as  an  old  N:irj?s 
Lullaby,  and  rocks  Them  as  regularly  afleep.  I  have 
feeti  a  whole  CofFee-hou fe  yawning  over  ore  of  her  Pa- 
yers, and  taking  a  comfortable  Morning  Nat)  together. 

As  She  hath  rot  Discernment  enough  to  rerceive  that 
She  is  treated  with  Contempt,  your  Conde'ceniion  in  de- 
tecting her  Abfurdities  inhance  her  Pride,  and  whih: 
You  only  intend a  gentle  Rebuke,  She  eileems  it  a  Proof 
of  her  Merit ;  upon  which  She  raifes  her  Language  to  a 
nioft  pathetic?  1  Bombaft,  and  talks  of  her  Importance^ 
mz&Av  becaufe  You  had  been  at  the  Pains  to  fhew  that 
She  was  rosily  Qintm?* 

She 
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She  knows  little  of  the  World,  and  Jefs  of  her    .      - 
fiefs  Deiigns  ;  yet  hath  worked  Herfelf  up  to  fa : 
endiufiaftidt  Opinion  of  his  Virtues  and  Abilities-  u:rc 
She  not  ordv  aiTerts  all  hi?  Ivfeafure?  to  be  right.,  bat  un- 
dertakes to  prove  itimpofTible  for  Him  to  do  any  Thing 

^  .  •  aiding  her  Credulity,  Sne  is    ,      --'--_-  of 

what  She  calls  iU&joningi  That  is,  a  Sor:  g 
inline  Cant,   ojr  Effulion  of  Words  without  nrv  M 
in?,  which  is  applicable  to   the  Pubiick,  or  the  State  ci 
the  Cafe. 

She  is  very  pofitive,  pievifh,  vindictive,  and  fusp-iies 
the  Barrennefs  of  her  Invention  with  much  Garrulity, 
which  increafes  with  her  Errors,  and  Thofe  multiply 
upon  Her  by  Oppofiiim* 

AH  her  Admonitions,  of  which  She  is  very  liberal, 
ere  of  a  Kind  peculiar  to  Thofe,  whofe  Igmrance  is 
brought  to  Maturity  by  Age ;  which  She  efteems  an  un- 
-tieniable  Title  to  infrutl,  and  in  her .  Appreheiiilon  lays 
Public!  under  the  larxe  Obligation  to  regard,  as  it 
di?e    :i..  ■:■:;  topre&h  her  Lectures. 

She  teBs  the  People,  (whofe  Frowardnefs -gives  Her 
much  Afniction)  what  dreadful  Confequences  muft  fol* 
low  their  continuing  in.  a  State  of  Disobedience  to  their 
piitical  Father  ;  warns  Them  to  fly  from  the  Wrath 
to  cone  j  exhorts  Them  to  be  good ;  and  affures  Them 
it  mail  be  better  for  Them,  if  They  will  but  believe  in 
Him,  as  She  does ;  for  my  Devotions,  fays  She,  are  dedi- 
■  cated  folely  to  their  Ufe  ;  /  love  the  People  of  England, 
though  'they  are  fo  ungrateful  as  to  hate  my  honour 'd 
■  Mafter. 

Like  moft  antiquated  GoJJips,  She  is  exceffively  fond 
ofPiaije,  which  always  fets  her  Clack  a-going  with 
frefh  Vigour,  like  oiling  an  old  Jack  ;  and  whenever  it 
hath  been  (lightly  acknowledged  that/  in  her  tatling 
Career,  She  hath  fometimes  happened  to  hit  upon  Truth, 
She  hath  fo  little  Discretion  as  to  attribute  it  to  Defign, 
and  in  pure  Strains  of  Folly  talks  Herfelf  cuiite  cut  of 

•B  b  2  Breath, 


spa        f^  Craftsman,    Np  42  a 

Breath;  and  the  rut-lick  cut  of  Patience,  in  Support  of 
hei  WifJom. 

But  if  her  Under/Landing  is  disputed,  and  her  Age  is 
not  admitted  to  put  it  out  of  Queition,  She  is  commonly 
very  outrageous  lifts  up  her  Hunds,  and  wonders  at  the 
OfeiUnaby  of  young  People. 

In  one  Particular,  I  mufl  confers,  She  is  fbmewhat  un- 
like molt  Perlons  in  her  Years,  by  preferring  the  prefect 
Times  to  the  pafl,  and  maintaining  rhai  no  Age  was  ever 
blelVd  with  Co  much  publick  Virtue  as  That,  in  which 
We  have  the  Happinefs  to  live. — But  this  evidently 
proceeds  from  the  Violence  of  her  Pafiion  for  her  dear 
Mafter,  which  puts  Her  out  of  Humour  with  every 
Thing,  that  does  not  come  immediately  from  Him,  and 
often  throws  Her  into  very  indecent  Emotions.  This 
is  natural  to  People  in  her  Condition,  who  are  apt  to  dis- 
cover the  Fullnefs  of  their  Hearts  by  a  Rhapfody  of  filly 
fond  Things,  without  any  determinate  Meaning,  or  Co- 
herence, according  to  that  celebrated  Observation  of  the 
Poet  -, 

And  NonCenfeJbati  be  Eloquence  in  Love. 

Thefe  Inftances,  to  which  I  could  add  feveral  others 
of  the  like  Nature,  are  iufneient  to  my  prefent  Purpofe, 
being  the  peculiar  Charaflerifticks  of  feminine  Dotage  \ 
but  the  Productions,  from  whence  I  have  extracted  tbefe 
Criterion*,  are  fo  little  read,  or  known,  that  it  may  be 
expected  from  Me  to  fupport  each  of  them  by  a  particu- 
lar Reference.  This  Objection  I  forefaw,  and  endea- 
vour'd  to  remove  it,  by  fearching  very  diligently  for  a 
Collection  of  Mrs.  Osborne's  Writings ;  but  not  having 
the  Honour  to  be  acquainted  with  any  Poftmafter,  or 
Exdfeman,  my  Labour  proved  in  vain ;  for  very  few 
Coffee-boufes  take  them  in,  and  where  They  are  obliged 
to  do  it,  I  was  inform'd  that  they  are  conftantly  torn 
off  the  Book,  upon  all  prefTmg  Occafions,  and  apply'd 
to  a  private  Ufe  y   io  that  I  hope  to  be  exempted  from 

the 
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the  iniuperable  Difficulty  of  converting  them,  as  I  pro* 
poed,  to  a'pukhck  Beneft. 

Having  dram  profeis'd  a  very  ..great  Regard  for  the 
Ladies,  even  in  grey  Hairs,.  I  hope  nobody  will  be  To 
diiingenuous  as  to  charge  Me  with  offering  an  Indignity 
to  the  whole  Sex,  through  the  weak  Sides  of  Mrs.  Of. 
bqrng  ;  for  I  can  lay  my  I I  iod  upon  my  Heart,  and  de- 
clare with  the  greater!:  Truth  that  fuch  a  Dejign  is  as  far, 
removed  from  my  Though:?,  as  She  would  have  been.! 
xjpon  any  Occaficn,  except  the.prefent.  The  foregoing 
Deibi  iption  muit  therefore  Le  confined  to  thofe  old  Wo- 
men cniv,  the  condiment  Farts  of  whofe  Chara&ers  are 
made  up  of  Folly  and  Affectation..  Now,  if  one  of  this 
Ci'fl  .CboUd  take  it  into  her  Head,  either  through  Do- 
tage  or  Love  of  Money,  to  extend  her  natural  Privilege 
of"  preaching  domeftick  Leclures  to  publick  Affairs,  She 
would  certainly  do  it  fo  much  in  the  fame  Strain  with 
mr  A:itborefs,  that  from  thence  alone  her  Char after,  as 
well  as  her  Sex  and  Age,  might  be  juftly  determined. 

I  remember  a  female  Rhetorician  of  this  Kind,  fome 
Years  ago,  .who  held  forth  every  Sunday  Evening  at 
2)zV/;V  Coffee-houfe,  and  "always  drew  a  numerous  Au- 
dience round  Her  by  her  abflratled  Reafoning,  and  -Sub- 
limity cfDiclion.  You  will  immediately  perceive,  Mr. 
jyAnvers,  that  I  mean  the  learned  Mrs.  Byfield,  com- 
monly caH'd  Do&or  Byfeld,  who  had  a  good  deal  more 
Spirit,  and  volatile  Salt  in  her  Conftitution  than  Mrs, 
Osborne,  but  refembled  Her  fo  nearly  in  every  other-  Re- 
fpeel,  that  I  could  not  pafs  Her  by  without  fome  No- 
tice, in  a  Differtation  upon  this  Subject. 

Thus  have  We  proved  Mrs.  OsborneV  Anility  by  fe- 
yeral  Marks,  which  are  peculiarly  applicable  to  an  old. 
Woman  only  ;  but  I  have  not  yet  done  with  Her  \  fori 
am  fo  well  aware  of  her  cavilling  Temper,  that  I  am 
refolved  to  put  an  End  to  this  Difpute,  if  poffible,  be- 
fore-1  conclude;  and  being  aware  of  fome  Evidences, 
which  She  defigns  to  produce  of  her  Virility,  I  fhal.l, 
tonfider  them  in  Form,  and  doubt  not  to  make  it  ap- 
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par  that  they  will  all  turn  flrongly  againft  Her,  when 
impartially  examined. 

In  the  Aril  Place,  a  Barber  is  ready  to  make  Cath,  as 
1  am  informed,  that  He  hath  fhaved  Her  for  feveral 
Years.— But  He  is  fuch  a -lying,  impudent  Fellow,  that 
his  Teftimony  ought  not  to  be  taken  in  a  Point  of  fueh 
Importance.  Befides,  fuppofing  the  Fatt  to  be  true,  it 
is  no  Proof  of  the  Point  in  Queition ;  for  I  have  feen 
many  an  old  Woman  with  a  Beard;  and  every  Body 
knows  that  it  is  the  Fafhion  in  Italy,  as  well  as  feveral 
other  Parts  of  the  World,  for  the  Ladies  to  Jhave. 

It  may -be  farther  urged  in  her  Defence  that  She  .wears 
Breeches,  not  in  a  figurative  Senfe,  like  feveral  notable 
Dames  about  Town,  but  according  to  the  itrict  and  lite- 
ral Meaning  of  thofe  Words.  I  grant  This  likewife  ;  and 
fo  did  that  famous  Amazon,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ross,  who 
ferved  her  Country  with  great  Gallantry  for  feveral 
Years,  as  a  Dragoon,  and  now  enjoys  a  Penfion  from  the 
^Government  upon  that  Account.  But  She  had  the  Mo- 
defly  to  retreat  into  Petticoats,  as  foon  as  her  Sex  was  dif- 
eover'd  by  an  unlucky  Shot,  and  at  preient  makes  no 
Scruple  to  own  Herfelf  an  old  Woman. — How  different 
from  This  is  the  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Osborne,  who  having 
difguifed  Herfelf  in  Maris  Attire,  and  cully'd  her  Pa- 
tron out  of  an  Employment,  which  She  knew  to  be  un- 
tenable by  one  of  her  Sex,  obtain1  d  Leave  to  fell  it,  and 
yet  hath  the  Confidence  to  appear  in  the  fame  Habit, 
even  at  Noonday  ?  This  is  a  Point  directly  in  Pi  oof 
againft  Her,  and  from  which  She  can  never  get  off. 

There  was  juft  fuch  another  female  Impjhr,  about 
feven  or  eight  Years  ago,  who  having  trufs'd  Herfelf  up 
in  Breeches,  wras  admitted  as  a  Drawer  in  a  noted  Ta- 
vern near  Temple-Bar,  and  continued  in  that  Station  ior 
a  confiderable  Time.  Nay,  She  had  the  Impudence 
to  perfift  in  her  Manhood,  after  the  whole  Neighbour- 
hood was  convinced  of  the  contrary,  and  would  never 
give  it  up,_  till  She  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  thumping 
Girl  ',  but  then  She  too  threw  off  the  Difguife,  and  hatf* 
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fince  followed  the  proper  Occupation  of zWaJherwoman \ 
Befides,  She  was  a  ^/</,  jw#»£  HuJJy,  and  might  pro- 
bably be  tempted  by  the  Force  of  fome  Amour  to  trans- 
form Herfelf  in  this  Manner,  which  I  am  told  was  the 
Cafe  of  Mrs.  Rofs ;  but  what  was  fomewhat  excufable 
in  -young  Winches  is  quite  abominable  in  fuch  an  old 
Creature  as  Mother  Osborne,  and  deferves  the  fevereft 
•  Refentment  of  the  whale  fair  Sex. 

Since  I  have  mention' d  this  pert]  young  Baggage,  who 
perfonated  a  Man,  and  was  foon  after  deli ver*d  of  a 
Daughter;  I  muft  do  Mrs.  Osborne  the  Juftice  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  never  heard  Her  charged  with  having 
had  any  other  IlTue  than  Thofe  of  her  Head-,  nor,  in- 
deed, is  This  any  Thing  to  the  Purpofe ;  for  if  She  could 
produce  a  whole  Race  of  Children  in  real  Flefh  and 
Blood,  the  main  Queftion  would  itill  be,  whether  She 
was  the  Father,  or  the  Mother  of  Them.'  But  to 
proceed. 

Some  of  Mrs.  Osborne's  Friends,  finding  it  impoffible 
to  maintain  her  Claim  of  Virility,  have  Recourfe  to  ano- 
ther Method,  and  confeffing  that  She  was  originally  a 
Woman,  pretend  that  She  underwent  a  Transformation 
of  Sexes  in  the  memorable  Year  1722,  by  the  Con- 
junction of*  Jupiter,  Mars  and  Saturn,  which  alarm'd 
the  whole  Kingdom,  in  a  moft  extraordinary  Manner, 
but  This  is  a  meer  Fallacy  ;  for  though  I  am  ready  to 
allow  that  She  never  appear'd  in  Town  as  a  Man  before 
that  Time,  it  hath  been  already  proved  that  She  hath 
committed  feveral  Overt-a6ts  of  Muliebrity  fmce. 

Others  again,  more  fagacious  than  the  reft,  endeavour 
to  prove  Her  a  Creature  of  the  Epicene  Gender,  like  H<j- 
mo  in  Latin,  which  fignifies  both  a  Man  and  a  Woman, 
or  what  We  call  an  Hermaphrodite.  I  confefs  This  is  a 
very  nice  Diftin&ion,  and  cannot  be  fully  decided  with- 
out an  Infpeclion,  or  what  the  Civilians  call  a  Congrefs  j 
but,  for  my  Part,    I   am   very  clear  in  the  Cafe ;  for 

f&s - — *td-i ! — 1 « 
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though  hit  Jem  ale  Parts  arc  vifible  eno-jgh,  I  will  dzfy 
theje  Gentlemen  to  ftew  hie  aiiy^  Thing  7#.^3>  in  her 
Ccmpofnion,  or  that  discovers  the  leafi  Mark  of  a  mqfea- 
ime  Spirit.  IJov'xyer,  as  This  is  mHnitely  the  beftPlea 
in  her  Defence,  I  would  settle  Her  to  ftfck  by  if,  and 
not  pretend  to  jump  at  crce  into  Manb'9S6i9  like  jl£i?#| 
taigne's  Girl,  but  take  her  Degree's  regularly  and  withr 
great  Caution  ;  for  She  .knows  very  well  that  Nature 
cannot  e.xert  itfelf  fo  nkmgly  in  old  Age,  as  in  the  Vi- 
gour of Yi'Uth. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  mull  infill  upon  it  that '  Sae 
should  fpdl  her  Chrirku  Name  Fr^/eej,zs She  received 
it  at  her  Bapiifm,  irfftead  of 'Francis,  and  not  endear s  r 
to  impofe  meNafne  upon  us  for  the  «^r,  becaufe  there 
happens  to  be  but  ^jhgfe  Letter  different  between  them. 
I  mall  only  add  rhat  if  She  perfiils  in  fuch  mean  Preva- 
rication, or  makes  any  Attempt. to  turn  lb  ferious  a  Point" 
into  Ridicule,  I  ihall  be  obliged  to  produce  a  Ceriiikats. 
from  ihtPariJb  Kegijhr  againft  Ker,  and  give  the  Pub- 
lick  a  more  circnrnflaniial  Account  when,  and  upon 
what  Occafion,  She  metamorphee.;:!  Berlelf  in  this 
Manner.  3  But  I  hope  She  will  take  this  gentle  Rebuke 
in  good  Part,  and  not  give  Me,  or  You,  any  farthej? 
Trouble  upon  this  Head.  C.  D. 

/  am  y9itn,  &c* 
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fig  ate  Minifter,  59  —  The  NecefTity  of  his  having  a 
Screen,  1 70 How  much  it  is  his  Intereit  to  en- 
courage Parties,  178  —  The  Annals  of  the  prefent 
Minifter,  206  The  Character  of  a  bad  on£,  230 

—  Mr.  Walfmgham's  Panegyrick    on    a  great  and 
good  Minifter,  243. 

Monmouth  ( Duke  of  )  afpires  to  the  Crown,  c  1 . 

N. 

"j1^ "TAffau ;  fome  Account  of  that  illultrious  Family, 
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Non-Refiftance ;  renounced  on  both  Sides  at  the  Revo- 
lution, 75.  O. 

OBedience  {paffwe)    renounced,  on  both  Sides   at 
the  Revolution,  75. 

Orange,  (  Prince  of  )  an  EfTay  upon  his  Marriage  with 
the  Princefs  Royal  of  Great  Britain,   174. 

Of  borne  ( Mrs. )  fome  Remarks  on  her  late  Writings, 
concerning  the.  antient  and  modem  Conflitution,  180 
■  ■  ■  ■  Her  Obfervations  on  the  late  Eleclions  exa- 
mined, 248 — 163 — 273 — Proved  to  be  an  old  Wo- 
man, by  feveral  indifputable  Facts  and  Arguments, 289. 

P. 

)Arliaments ;  an  Apology  for  the  Penf  oner- Parlia- 
ment, 27  —  35  —  For  what  Reafons  it  was  diffol- 
ved,  46  —  How  the  Eleclions  of  Members  of  Par- 
liament were  influenced,  in  the  Reign  of  Charles 
the  2d,  58  —  The  Corruption  of  Par Ham C-nU^  the 
moft  effectual  Method  to  deitroy  Liberty,  107' 
The  _  Right  of  the.  People  to  frequetit  Eleclions  ef 
Parliaments  aliened,  112.  ,  How  managed  by 
King  Charles  the  2d,    114  —  The  great  Advantage 

of  fhort  Parliaments  and  frequent  Eleclions,  153 
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Septennius^s  Arguments  in  Defence  of '  longParliaments, 
!6o  — The  antient  Right  of  the  People  to  fend  De- 
puties to  Parliament  afferted,  184— ■ —  A  fhort  Ac- 
count of  the  moft  remarkable  Proceedings  of  the  late 
Parliament,   198. 
Parties  [Differtation  upon)    2,  &c.  In  what  a  Coun- 
try Party  properly   confifts,  40  — —  How   it  was 
diffolved  in  the  Reign   of  Charles  the  2d,  5r  — 
Revived  at  the  Revolution,  73  ——Divided  again 
into  the  nominal   Parties  of  Whig  and  Tory,  80  — 
The  feveral  Parties  of  thofe  Times  analyfed,  82  — 
And  of  the  prefent  Times,   97         -A  Country  Party 
not  dangerous  to  the  Conjlitution,   114. 

Philip  (  of  Mace  Aon  )  rebukes  his  Son  Alexander,  for 
attempting  to  bribe  the  People,  195  Some  Ac- 

count of  his  own  Condu£l,   196. 

Place-men  ;  Reaibns  for  limiting  the  Number  of  Them 
in   the  Houfe  of  Commons,   145. 

Plot    {Popifb)  fome  Account  of  the  Profecutions  upon 

ir>  37- 
Plot  {  Proteftant )   fome  Remarks  upon  it,  56. 

Popery  ;  how  it  prevailed  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the 
zd,  20  —  How  the  People  are  alarm*d  with  it 
at  prefent  to  ferve  a  Purpofe,  144. 

fipularity ;  fome  Remarks  on  Mr.  Walfivgham's  hi- 
vedlive  againii  it,  241 . 

Pretender;  all  Apprehensions  of  Him  at  prefent  ridi- 
,  culous,   174. 

Protejh  (at  the  late  Eletlion  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scot- 
land)  of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  250 Of  the  Duke 

of  Hamilton,  251 Of  the  Lord  Elp bin/lone,  252 

of  the  Duke  of  Shieemberry,  253 — : Some  Re- 
marks upon  them,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Ccurant,  275. 

XJeensberry  (  Buke  of  )   his  Proteft  at   the   lute 
Election  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland,  253. 
Quo^IVarranto  ;  fome  Account  of  the  Proceedings  up- 
on it,  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  2d,   58. 
R. 

REcognUion   {the  Aft  of)  fome  Remarks  upoa  it, 

Rfjlorati on 
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"Reft oration  (of  King  Charles  the  2d.)  the  Prejudices 
of  the  People  at.  that  Time,  15— They  foon  grow 
diffatisfied  with  the  Court ;  and  the  Caufesof  it,  25. 

Revenue,  {pub  lick)  the  great  Alteration  made  in  it 
fmce  the  Revolution,  117. 

Revolution',  a  new  Magna  Chart  a,  9— —-The  De- 
sign of  it,  74  ——Some  Account  of  the  Settlement 

made  upon  it,  76  —  80 91  —  The  Ends 

of  knot  yet compleated,  96 105  —  155. 

Richard  (the  zd,  King  of  England)  how  He  influen- 
ced the  Elections  ^Proceedings  of  Parliament,   11  3 . 

Right   {hereditary)  aflerted   after   the  Revolution,  76 

— The  Abfurdity  of  it,    ib.  - — —  Farther  ex- 

plain'd,    83  —  89. 

R  obertfmen ;  who,  128. 

Rofs  (Mrs.  Sarah  )  fpme  Account  of  her  military  Ex- 
ploits, 294. 

S. 

SCotland ;  fome  Remarks  on  the  late  Eleclhns  there, 
250 —275. 

Screens  ;  a  Differ tation  upon  them,   167. 

Septennius ;  his  Letter  to  Mr.  D'Jnvers,  in  Defence  of 

long  Parliaments,  160. 
Southampton  ( Earl  of)  his  honeft  Conduct  at  the  Res- 
toration,  16  —  A  farther  Eulogium  upon.  Him,   25. 
Speech    ( in  the  Houfe  of  Commons )   againft  the  Num- 
ber of  Place-men  there,   145. 
Stair  (Earl  of)  his  Proteft  at the  late  Eleclion  of  fix- 
teen  Peers  for  Scotland,  250. 
T. 

T  Enures  (  antient)  fome  Miflakes  about  them  rec- 
tified, 18.3. 
Tories  -,  how  different  from  what  They  were  formerly, 

4  —  A  fhort  Hiitory  of  Torifm,  1 1  The  Birth 

of  it,  35 Mifrepreiented  by  their  Enemies,   50 

Their  Jealoufies  of  the  Whigs,  en  Account  of 

the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  52 The  worft  Part 

of  their  Cond-ucl,  60  —  When  that  Party  really  ex- 
pired, 69  —  Join\i  in  the  Revolution,  73  —  Had 
no  longer  any   Pretence  of  fearing  the   Defigns   of 

the 
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the  Whigs,  80  —  Give  the  Whigs  an  Advantage 
over  Them,  86. 
Truth ;  the  Prevalence  of  it,  33  88. 

U. 

UTrecht  ( the  Treaty  of )  fome  Remarks  upon  it/  * 
137. 
Virtue  ( publick )  the  dangerous  Conferences  of  laugh- 
ing it  out  of  Countenance,  217. 

W. 

WAlfingham  {Francis,  Efq;)  fome  Remarks  upon 
his  Notion  of  our  Confiitution,  179—— —Up- 
on his  Invective  again  ft  Popularity,  241 : —  On 

his  Writings  concerning  the  late  Eleclions,  267. 

War   (the  prefent  one)   to  what  owing,  135. 

Weeding  (the  Houfe  of  Commons)  fome  Account  of  that 
Practice,  225.  '   . 

Whigs  ;  how  different  from  what  They  were  formerly, 
4  —  A  fhort  Hiftory  of  Whiggijm,  1 1 —  The  Birth 
of  it,  35  — The  wrong  Conduct  of  the  Whig  Party, 

in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  id,  44 Mifrepre- 

fented  by  their  Enemies,  50  —  The  worft  Part 
of  their  Conduct,  61  —  When  that  Party  really  ex- 
pired, 69  —  Reformed  their  Conduct  at  the  Revo- 
lution, 73  — 80  —  Old  Reproaches  renew'd  againft 
Them,  87. 

William  (the  3d,  King  of  England)  for  what  we 
are  obliged  to   Him,   176. 

Writers  {minifterial)  fome  Remarks  upon  Them,  174 
—  179  —  231  —  241  —  261. 

X. 

hn-enes    ( Cardinal )   fome  Account  of  his  Charac- 
ter and   Conduct,   in  abolifhing   a  Tax  call'd 
tne  Akabala,   256. 

Y. 
ORK  (Duke  of)  how    the  Exclujion  of  Him 
was  projected,  and  in  what  Manner  carried  on, 
38  — What  fecured  the  Crown  to  Him,   57 —  £6. 
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